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My name is Ann Mahaney. I’m a Transportation Planner at Caltrans in the 
Division of Local Assistance.  

Local Assistance distributes Federal and state funds go to cities and counties for 
transportation projects. 

I coordinate the State Bicycle Transportation Account. 

I’ll describe how the BTA works and as an example of how an agency might see 
their trail project compete with other transportation projects for available funds. 

Many transportation funding programs have similar expectations for applicant 
projects … that they provide transportation over recreation – the agency must see 
their project through the eyes of a fund evaluator. 
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The Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) is one source 
of state funding specifically for bicycle transportation 
projects.  

Projects must improve safety and convenience for 
bicycle commuters. 

The BTA is a program that was established in the 1970s 
in the Streets and Highways Code. It is one of the many 
funds administered by The California Department of 
Transportation.  

List of criteria for eligibility. Could apply to many other 
funding programs for trail funding.  

A broad range of projects could fit this description.  
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Cities and counties are eligible to apply for BTA funds.   

A city or county may apply for funds on behalf of another local agency 
that is not a city or county.  
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To be eligible for BTA funds, a city or county must prepare and adopt a 
Bicycle Transportation Plan (BTP) that complies with Streets and Highways 
Code Section 891.2, and has been approved by the local agency’s regional 
transportation planning agency.   

Projects eligible for BTA funding must be listed in the adopted plan.  

If a trail project is in an adopted transportation plan – either a local or 
regional agency’s, the likelihood of funding from any fund source 
increases. 
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Most fund sources require that the sponsoring or implementing agency provide some of 
the funding.  

Many projects include a mix of multiple funds. 
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The Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) provides $7.2 million in state 
funds for projects that improve safety and convenience for bicycle 
commuters.  

Most fund types have annual limits or allocations.  

Some funds must be approved by the California Transportation Commission. 



Demonstrated and documented community support for the project 

Show connectivity to, from and along activity centers and transit 

The activity centers that are planned or in place  

End of trip facilities .. Bicycle parking, showers, restaurants, transit connections. 

Specific – project descriptions  … A goal is not a project. 
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All bikeway projects must be constructed in accordance with the minimum 
design standards in the Highway Design Manual, Chapter 1000.  

Any traffic control devices must follow the current California Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  

These two documents are currently being updated. There are many 
changes and additions throughout for Complete Streets and new 
applications for bicycle and pedestrian safety.  

BTA projects must be in compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) by the BTA application submittal date. 



Some helpful resources. Sometimes a gap between policy development and 
implementation.  

These information sources can be referenced. 
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Model for using multiple fund sources and strategies for projects “outside the box” 
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This is a list of local resources that can also help in planning and 
designing and funding for bike and ped facilities as well as trails. 
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Caltrans has many staff in HQ and in the Districts that can provide expertise on 
standards for safety and design. Coastal districts are aware of the requirements for 
the California Coastal Trail. These districts also work with regional and 
metropolitan planning agencies to coordinated plans and projects.  
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Headquarters & District Teams 
Complete Streets   Highway 
Design Manual Revision Project Development 
Procedures Manual Update 
Policy Development 
Caltrans Building Standards for Bicycle 
Commuters 

Program Management   Funding  
 Meetings  Seminars 
 Workshops 

Conferences   Reports  
 Letters   Legislation  

California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices / Highway Design Manual 
Conditions on State Highways and Work Zones 
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