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My name is Ann Mahaney. I’'m a Transportation Planner at Caltrans in the
Division of Local Assistance.

Local Assistance distributes Federal and state funds go to cities and counties for
transportation projects.

I coordinate the State Bicycle Transportation Account.

I’11 describe how the BTA works and as an example of how an agency might see
their trail project compete with other transportation projects for available funds.

Many transportation funding programs have similar expectations for applicant
projects ... that they provide transportation over recreation — the agency must see
their project through the eyes of a fund evaluator.



The Bicycle
Transportation Account
(BTA) provides state
funds for projects that
improve safety and
convenience for bicycle

commuters.

The Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) is one source
of state funding specifically for bicycle transportation
projects.

Projects must improve safety and convenience for
bicycle commuters.

The BTA is a program that was established in the 1970s
in the Streets and Highways Code. It is one of the many
funds administered by The California Department of
Transportation.

List of criteria for eligibility. Could apply to many other
funding programs for trail funding.

A broad range of projects could fit this description.
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== Eligible Applicants for the BTA

v’ (ities and
counties

v A city or county
may apply for
funds on behalf

of another local

agency

bikecommutetips.blogspot.com

Cities and counties are eligible to apply for BTA funds.

A city or county may apply for funds on behalf of another local agency
that is not a city or county.
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-4 Program Eligibility

v' Agency prepares and
CALIFORNIA CODES €gio,
adopts a Bicyde STREETS AND HIGHWAYS CODE the San Fry,
SECTION 890-894.2
Transportation Plan

v Compliance with
Streets and Highways
Code Section 891.2

v" Approval by Regional
Transportation
Planning Agency

To be eligible for BTA funds, a city or county must prepare and adopt a
Bicycle Transportation Plan (BTP) that complies with Streets and Highways
Code Section 891.2, and has been approved by the local agency’s regional
transportation planning agency.

Projects eligible for BTA funding must be listed in the adopted plan.

If a trail project is in an adopted transportation plan - either a local or
regional agency's, the likelihood of funding from any fund source
increases.



e Funding Criteria

v" Local Agencies must provide a minimum 10 percent
match - based on the total project cost.

v BTA may be used with federal and other state funds.

Most fund sources require that the sponsoring or implementing agency provide some of
the funding.

Many projects include a mix of multiple funds.
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Funding Considerations

v The BTA provides $7.2 per year

v" No applicant shall receive more than $1.8M

Flicker.com

The Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) provides $7.2 million in state
funds for projects that improve safety and convenience for bicycle

commuters.
Most fund types have annual limits or allocations.

Some funds must be approved by the California Transportation Commission.
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Tips

v Community Support v Clear and concise

v Connectivity project descriptions
v/ Ready to go! v Follow application
instructions — less can
Pedestrian be more
Planning

Open House

Construct 1.1 miles of Class I
bikeway to complete a 19 mile
network which radiates
outward from Tahoe City and
related improvements.

Demonstrated and documented community support for the project

Show connectivity to, from and along activity centers and transit

The activity centers that are planned or in place

End of trip facilities .. Bicycle parking, showers, restaurants, transit connections.

Specific — project descriptions ... A goal is not a project.
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Tips

v'Designed with current standards or best
practices

v'Well thought-out plan for construction
phases

. | T TMESWIRN and Bike Trail
e million dollars is needed to Complete construction of the Regional Parks

ient phases of the Bodega Bay Pedestrian and Biyce Trai 38") roject ncuting he

Creek Bridge Trail (completed in 2008), proposed Coastl Prari T Semerts 1551,
oastal Trail-Segments 3D-2, 5B & 68 and Noth Hartur e T e e
MG S 3 SUmMMary nF fundina received and ST
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e Bicycle Transportation Project
Standards

v" All bikeway projects shall be designed and
constructed in accordance with applicable

St a n d a rd S . HIGAWAY DFESTGN MANT AT,

CHAPTER 1000 el
Callfon}u} BIKEWAY PLANNING AND ey
Manual on Uniform DESIGN s

Traffic Control Devices T¢
for Streets and Highways
(FHWA"s MUTCD 2993 Editivn,
as amended for use jpr O aNemmian

Index |

The ncg
essontia
disonsst 7

BIKE PATH

NO
MOTOR
VEHICLES
OR
MOTORIZED

BICYCLES Note: For sign clearances, see MUTCD, Figure 95-1.

All bikeway projects must be constructed in accordance with the minimum

design standards in the Highway Design Manual, Chapter 1000.

Any traffic control devices must follow the current California Manual on

Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

These two documents are currently being updated. There are many
changes and additions throughout for Complete Streets and new
applications for bicycle and pedestrian safety.

BTA projects must be in compliance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) by the BTA application submittal date.
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Federal Guidance

N U2 Dopartmontol T

mord o Transpoeation
'@ Federal Highway Administration
Environment

FHWA Guidance - (Updated October 22, 2008)
Bicycle and Pedestrian Provisions of Federal Transportation Legislation

Tais page was revsed on October 22, 2000 to

Replace refererces to TEA-21 and SAFETEA-LL that are codifiec into Federa surface trarspotation law.

2. Tomake technical corrections and clarifications.
3 Tninclude eferences and links 0 nther anliries r guidelines and tn new inks

On this page:
1. Introdustion
2. Polic T
3. Inuidental Prujecls
4. Generzl Funding Requirements
5. Summary of Eligibility lssues
6. Suminary ol Malching Funds
7. Planning
8. Stiearrlining Procedures
9. Pruject Seleclivn
10. Design Guidance
1. Conclusion
12. Appendiz One - Tillz 23 U.E.C. §217
13. Appendix Two - Funding Sources
14, Appendix Three - P annng Guidance

Some helpful resources. Sometimes a gap between policy development and
implementation.

These information sources can be referenced.
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General Funding Requirements

Fig. 1 Bicy ian Funding Opp
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Model for using multiple fund sources and strategies for projects “outside the box”
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Local Resources

Local Agency Bicycle & Pedestrian Coordinators
General Plans - Circulation Element

Bicycle Transportation Plans

Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plans

Bikeway Maps

Environmental Documents

N N N N NN

Bicycle Advocates

This is a list of local resources that can also help in planning and
designing and funding for bike and ped facilities as well as trails.



& Resources
Caltrans Nonmotorized Program Staffing

District 4 (Oakland) - 2 Senior Transportation Planners
District 7 (Los Angeles) - One Senior Transportation Engineer
District 11 (San Diego) - One Associate Transportation

Ly “pysem Planner
) L
e .ﬁ ¥ @a Other Districts - A staff member serves as non-

motorized contact in addition to other district

responsibilities

Headquarters

* Division of Design - Senior
Transportation Engineer

* Division of Traffic Operations - Senior
Transportation Engineer

Many Headquarters and District
Staff are involved in bicycle
issues daily in project planning,
delivery and maintenance

Caltrans has many staff in HQ and in the Districts that can provide expertise on
standards for safety and design. Coastal districts are aware of the requirements for
the California Coastal Trail. These districts also work with regional and
metropolitan planning agencies to coordinated plans and projects.



55, Nonmotorized Program

Internally and .
4 Partnerships

Externally T
v Headquarters &
District Teams
\o‘.o |
o)CBPH
PubiicHealth

IGHWAY SAFETY PLAN

Headquarters & District Teams

Complete Streets Highway
Design Manual RevisionProject Development
Procedures Manual Update

Policy Development
Caltrans Building Standards for Bicycle

Commuters
Program Management Funding
Meetings Seminars
Workshops
Conferences Reports
Letters Legislation

California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices / Highway Design Manual

Conditions on State Highways and Work Zones
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55' Nonmotorized Program
Planning Activities

v’ Bicycle Facility Design and Operation
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Caltrans Bike Program Contacts

Bicycle Transportation Account Coordinator
Ann_Mahaney@dot.ca.gov
916-653-0036

Bicycle Program Manager
Penny_ Gray@dot.ca.gov
916-653-2750
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Google Search Terms

Caltrans BTA

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/LocalPrograms/bta/btawebPage.htm

On The Web

Caltrans Bicycle Program
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/tpp/offices/bike/
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and ... Ride Smart
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Thanks
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