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Mission

California Watchable Wildlife
celebrates the state’s wildlife and
diverse habitats by acknowledging and
elevating the value of wildlife viewing to
benefit individuals, families,
communities, and industries while
fostering awareness and support for
wildlife and habitats.
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What is a Watchable Wildlife Viewing Site?

A unique or exceptional wildlife viewing
experience

« Cultural and natural history attributes

. . . P LOLIFE
« Exceptional ecological value, unique
habitat -

» Access and facilities: Parking, Interpretation,
Trails, Boardwalks, Viewing Platforms, etc.

« Community Support and Involvement
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California Viewing Site Criteria

Background
What makes this site a unique, premier wildlife viewing experience?

Does this site incorporate other cultural and natural hlstory amenities
into the overall visitor experience?

The Habitat
Short description of the habitat
Why is this site of exceptional ecological value?

The Experience
What do you want to make sure a visitor experiences when they visit

the area?

Wildlife and Where to Find It
Trails, Boardwalks, Driving Loops,
Viewing Platforms, etc.
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California Viewing Site Criteria
Viewing Tips
Best Season to View, Other Considerations

Site Notes
Interpretation, Scheduled Events

Travel Information
Hours of Operation, Roads, Parking, Directions; Nearby sites (with
links to Watchable Wildlife sites); Link to local Visitors Bureau or

Chamber of Commerce

Contact Information
Address, Phone, Website and Email

Searchable Species List

Facilities
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Viewing Site Ratings

Premium — the most significant sites, worth visiting if you have
limited time. Premium sites have high wildlife values year-
round, staff on site, interpretive programs and/or displays,
and well-developed facilities.

Regional — worth visiting if you are already in the area. They
may be located farther from populated areas or with more
limited wildlife species.

Seasonal — these sites have high wildlife values only during
certain seasons, though they may have recreational value
year-round.



WATCHABLE WILDLIFE

Designing the Viewing Experience
Goals

-- Protect the resource
-- Create a "wow" experience
-- Clearly identify the viewing destination
-- Teach people how to view responsibly
-- Leave them wanting more
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Protect the resource

: . —
5, e ek g
- - "-A_.' -, ‘*-




WATCHABLE WILDLIFE

Protect the resource
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Protect the resource

" WARNING

Federal law prohibits harassment of seals

Protect Your Dog and
Hawaiian Monk Seals

Please keep your pet at
least 50 yards from the

seals
Canine distemper and other diseases can
spread between dogs and seals

Yo report harassment of Monk Seals, contact e D 2 B
V1msmu¢ S T :
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Protect the resource

& LENSVAITAN 1\"‘1()1\*1\' SEATL (o holo i kanaia)
Hawai‘i’s Watchable Wildlife

Viewing Tips for You,
Protection for Them

Finding Monk Seals

* Trom are a fow looations wham monk
ks 20 coOSRnon by sean and this &
ona of them.

* Look giong gante Hoping baaches nnd
focky Shonines whers £ Seais hiut oot
and skep. From @ datance thay can ok
i a1 mounciad ook or log.

¢ Usa birocuias 1o canckdy scan ha
ooasting 10 Mind $1050 alusive animals.

Watching Monk Seals
¢ Monk sads arw proecic by brw, Do ot

Hawaiian monk seals have the distinction of
being the only marine mammal that resides
entirely within US termitorial waters as well
as being coe of the most endangered marine
mammals in the world Maost of the 1,200
remmning monk seals live in the isolated
Northwestern Hawasian Ishands hundreds of
miles 10 the west of here. Most seals spend
thetr entire hives near the sland of ther birth
hunting for fish, octopus, cels, crustaceans,
and other bottom dwelling peey and basking
mlong the warm shorelines

Fewar than 100 sasls have bean sighted on the main
Hawaian |sk but ther bers here appear to ba
growing, Howavar, the total population across thalr
entine range is in decing, Thraats in tha Norfhwesten
Havaian Istands include a lack of food, antanglemant
in marina debris. and shark attacks. Seals do nat
appa'rlohtloodhl'nnulnHwhilmw
face additional threats nciuding h disturt
Interaction with fighing geer (Including shara casting
#nd lay gl nets), and a greader risk of contracting
diseases from other mammals.

* Viaw from a dstancs and emain out of
sight ¥ possidie. Siay at keast 150 fost
way from the soal, Rarther it it is a moher
and her pup. A good wary 10 udge this
dsNCe 5 10 hold your thumid out at ama
langth and posison the view of the monk
ool batwean the tip and first knuokde of
your thumb, i the seal appeans cutside of
this range you am too okosa.

* i the sl appears slarmed or inferested n
YOUF prosence, you ore K0 closs—back aweg

* Seube are witd ancd may biss if daturbed,

* Keoop dogs on o leash and well away hom

Sponsors 0ny Goal 30 IMok] 0ROSSHD ENOCUMAS
0nd JE02s0 IRNIMSSION DatwDen Species.
g Howall Toursm NOAA Fisreres - Pacifio
HAWAIT e * To mport monk seaks In toub i, call (05
Authoriy klands Regonal Office 240-8640. To mport monk seo! sightings,
2. The Wil Ecciaty Hawali Widite Fung call (DOR 220-7802 {Ofahud,
Hewals Crapier
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Protect the resource
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Create a "wow” experience
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Create a "wow” experience
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Clearly identify the viewing destination
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Clearly identify the viewing destination
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Clearly identify the viewing destination

WELCOME

WATCHABLE WILDLIFE

TO THE MARE ISLAND SAN PABLO BAy TRAIL

Step back in time 500 years, 100 years, 10 years...
+ when the tides and wind sculpted the vast salt marshes of the San
Pablo Bay and the water's edge was thick with feeding shorebirds;

+ when Mare Island Naval Shipyard built hundreds of ships and expanded
the island from eight hundred to over 5,000 acres;

+ when the shipyard closed and Mare Island's legacy of natural and cultural
resources was passed on to other stewards.

Planning Your Hike

The 2" /2
1 level and surfaced 10 suppcet wheelchait snct stroler use. Two scenic
‘ovorkooks prowide berches ang IntorprEthe eets about he bay's
Wistory. Toese.
trsh caes song the tral.

‘Weather o the bay. Cold wincs blow in from the bay on mast days.
Spring 30 fal ususaty prowde tha calmsst and warmast days. Warter

The western shoreline of Mare Island has not been accessible to the public
for more than 150 years. The wild side of Mare Island offers scenic vistas and
solitude not found in more developed parts of the Bay Area. Wildlife abounds
here, this one of the best in the North Bay.
Enjoy your visit and please stay on the trail to ensure that the wild qualities of
this area are protected for the next 500 years.

e ’

Trail Sponosrs: A cooperative project of Weston Solutions, Inc.: the City of Vallejo; the Califomnia State Lands
Commission; and the U.S. Fish and Wildife Service.

n
<lone by midcy a5 weds sweep away the clouds.

What to wear, Dress 1 lepers with 5 Outer windkxoof shel. A wide-

What 10 bring. Carty diking watee, a bud flek guide, binoculars,
noceen ang snacks.

‘What to look for. Birds of pre. brusn rabiits, blacktaded
a0 Coyotes can bo S6an yeakTund. A few ypes of shosebinds, watar-
o B songinds sien can be seen yearsound, but most arve i the
il and stay fox seversl months. Wirter is by far the best semson for
WhSifo Mewirg on San Fablo Bay. In the surimes 1200 your attention
on the Nstoric buisregs. Cauinez Strsit brdges 3nd shipping affic
10 the east. Every season offers & new espsnence. Came back gan
10 50e  different side of Mo tsland.

Rules for your safety and for the
protection of the wetlands

‘Walking path only. Pieass 5acu1e you bike, skateboM, Moped, Motoe-
. scooter or shates t the traibead.

No pets. Wikl and pets, even isashad pets, don't mis

‘Carry out your trash. Uiter 400 Lreatén food attracts fats ad other
‘snimals that siso orey o the lsrcts endangered spcies.

Stay on the trall. Crosscourtry trmvel & prohibited In thes aree to
Drotect endangered widife and seastie habitats, and 10 protect you
rom the potectial for entouening servruniton thet s 8 kgacy of e
mileary history co the falanel.

Do NOT pick up amy ioms. Athoceh the area has. boen carshily
ssarched for e Muntcn that mey heve been daposied In the
drecge ponds decades ago. dont sk @ potentialy dangercus
ancoutes by PR up oF dAtuIg e Y0 dRINT Bring wih

ou
mar the location s cehers can find It ard ca 911

orobéem thicughoas the yeor
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Teach peple how to view responsibly

Five of the world's seven species of
sed turtles reside in Hawaiinn waters,
but only one — the Hawaiian green
st turtle (homu)—1s a common sight
theoughowt the Hawniian Islasds The
green sca turtle foeds on seaweed
). which grows slong shallow
rocky ledges close to shore. It s not
unusaal o cncounter many turtles
sharing the best feeding areas,

Evary apecies of saa turtle found in US
Leeritorial wisters has been designated as
thresened or endangerod and is
peotactad undar the Endangened Spacias
Act, The theaatened Hawallan graan sea
furtls is better off than most othar green
sea turtle popuiations because # nests on
uninhabited Islands away from knd-based
pradatons and egg colectons, However,
accidental drownings in fishing nels and
floating debris have takon ther toll, and a
vinus that causes tumors has spead
throughout the population.

NOAA Flsraries—Pocifc || US. Fisha
Iskancz Regional Office Widie

HAWAT Hawa?| Toursm Autharity

Viewing Tips for You,
Protection for Them

Fnding Sea Turties
* From shor, waich tha naarchos

wirhers for furdes surfacing 5o bsitie,
o Lack wiong sl 1ocky stomknes
wham the durthes fead on saaweed S
When snorkedng, watch for e turties
resting or feading on the batiom.

Watching Sea Turtles

* View from a distanoe. Gve tham the
Space and freadam thay eou .

* Lot shedpeng ks la.

* Floase 00 NOt &y 1 touth, ride, st
o, Fend, of chise & e turte. This
bs farmiul to the surths and may
mesutin a ciation for you

* Report sea drthee In houbile:
[a0€) 0535730,
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Environmental Education Programs

* Engage the public
 Provide guided experiences
» Supplement classroom learning with hands-on field studies

 Provide training for teachers, who incorporate learning
objectives through field trips

» Presented by Rangers, non-profit organizations and “Friends”
groups

* Create advocates
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Environmental Education Programs

Discover the Flyway, Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area

K-12 Outdoor science education, based on California science
and social studies curriculum standards

Activities are hands-on, interactive, and inquiry based
Students participate in learning stations P ;
about wetlands plants, birds, soils, animals
and Native American life

Partnership between Yolo Basin Foundation %@1 § A
and the California Department of Fish and wildlife

Since 1997, over 45,000 students in the Sacramento region
have experienced a Discover the Flyway field trip
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Environmental Education Programs

Taylor Creek Visitor Center, South Lake Tahoe

« Ranger-led programs daily from Memorial
Day through October

« Rainbow Trail & Stream Profile Chamber

« Junior Ranger program

« Wildlife at Night and Creek Exploration A :

« Keynote Speaker Series at Lake of the Sky Amphltheater on
Friday evenings in July & August explore nature, natural
history, and history
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Calendar of Events
|

Jan 16 - 19
California grey Whales spyhopping and Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival
breaching as they migrate along the coastline.

Jan 17
2nd Annual Winter Bird Festival

Hundreds of red-backed king salmon

returmng from the ocean to inland rivers. Jan 22 - 25
Juin Our Mailing List

Snow Goose Festival
Email:

Haunting cries of sandhill cranes at dusk m

echoing above suburban homes. e N

: -
’ B 1
Privacy oy E¥ SafeSubscribe

Tule elk grazing quietty

© 2008 California in the misty fog.

Watchable Wildlife and
Blue Cat Studio, Inc.

Two thousand SNOW geese whitening
the sky as they tift off
from a Central Valley wildlife area.

These and many viewing opportunities

await you as you heighten your senses
to wildlife watching in California.




CALIFORNIA
WATCHABLE WILDLIFE

Partnhers

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Department of Transportation
California State Parks
National Park Service
Nature Conservancy of California
US Army Corps of Engineers
US Bureau of Land Management
US Bureau of Reclamation
US Fish and Wildlife Service
USDA Forest Service
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Presenters

Bob Garrison
bgarrison@roseville.ca.us

Karen Killebrew
Outreach@CaWatchableWildlife.org

CAWatchableWildlife.org



