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So You Want to Create One? 

 Location 

 

 Theme 

 

 Audience 

 

 Method Used to Convey 
Information 

 Research and 
Collaboration 

 

 Funding 

 

 Maintenance 



Examples from the 
San Dieguito River Park 

 

 Ruth Merrill Children’s Interpretive Walk 

 

 Piedras Pintadas Interpretive Trail 

 

 San Dieguito Lagoon Interpretive Walk 



Ruth Merrill Children’s Interpretive Walk 
LOCATION 

 On the Highland Valley Trail 

 easy terrain 

 shaded by oak trees 

 2.1 mile long linear trail 

 

 2 options for interpretive walk 

 1.5 miles round trip 

 2.0 miles round trip (includes 2 more stops) 





Ruth Merrill Children’s Interpretive Walk 
THEME 

• The importance of the San Dieguito River to the plants, 
animals, and people that live in the area. 

 



Ruth Merrill Children’s Interpretive Walk 
AUDIENCE 

 

• Children! 

 

• English 
and 
Spanish 
language 
learners 



Ruth Merrill Children’s Interpretive Walk 
METHOD USED TO CONVEY INFORMATION 





Ruth Merrill Children’s Interpretive Walk 
RESEARCH AND COLLABORATION 

 

• SDRP Staff 

 

• Boy Scouts 

 

• SDRP Intern 



Ruth Merrill Children’s Interpretive Walk 
FUNDING 

 

• Numbered posts created and installed by a Boy Scout 

 

• Booklet printing 

 City of Poway 

 County of San Diego 

 Community Enhancement Program Funds 

 Private Donations 



Ruth Merrill Children’s Interpretive Walk 
MAINTENANCE 

• General Upkeep 

• Relocate 4 posts due to trail realignment  

• Update booklet to reflect changing conditions 

• Reinstall loose wooden posts 

• Stock booklets in the brochure box at the staging area 

• Future 

• paint or replace faded or rotten posts 

• print new booklets when run out 

 







Piedras Pintadas Interpretive Trail 
LOCATION 

 On the Piedras Pintadas Trail 

 easy terrain 

 year-round waterfall 

 2.2 mile long interpretive trail (3.65 miles round trip) 





Piedras Pintadas Interpretive Trail 
THEME 

• How the Kumeyaay of the 
past used and managed the 
resources of the area. 

 



Piedras Pintadas Interpretive Trail 
AUDIENCE 

• All Ages 



Piedras Pintadas Interpretive Trail 
METHOD USED TO CONVEY INFORMATION 



Piedras Pintadas Interpretive Trail 
RESEARCH AND COLLABORATION 

• SDRP Staff 

 

• San Pasqual Band 
of Mission Indians 

 

• Design Consultant 

 



Piedras Pintadas Interpretive Trail 
FUNDING 

 

• $496,250 in State and City of San Diego grants 
for Piedras Pintadas Cultural Resource Management Plan 
(at least $30,000 of which was for the panels and fake 
boulders) 

 

• San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians 

 

 



Piedras Pintadas Interpretive Trail 
MAINTENANCE 

• General Upkeep 

• Reattach loose panels 

• Replace stolen panel 

• Recolor faded fake boulders 

• Make sure the correct plants are growing next to the 
corresponding ethnobotany signs 





San Dieguito Lagoon Interpretive Walk 
LOCATION 

 On the Coast to Crest Trail 

 easy terrain 

 restored wetlands 

 2.5 mile long linear trail at the San Dieguito Lagoon 

 

 Interpretive Walk is 1.5 miles one way 





San Dieguito Lagoon Interpretive Walk 
THEMES 

• How plants, animals, and humans can share and interact 
in the same environment. 

• The importance of preserving and restoring wetlands. 

 



San Dieguito Lagoon Interpretive Walk 
AUDIENCE 

 

• Smartphone Users 

 

• All Ages and Abilities 

 

• English and Spanish 
language learners 

 



San Dieguito Lagoon Interpretive Walk 
METHOD USED TO CONVEY INFORMATION 









San Dieguito Lagoon Interpretive Walk 
RESEARCH AND COLLABORATION 

• SDRP Staff 

• Two SDRP Interns 

• Spanish Translator 

• Mobile Web App Designer 

• Friends of the San Dieguito River Valley 

• San Dieguito River Valley Conservancy 



San Dieguito Lagoon Interpretive Walk 
FUNDING 

• Grants totaling $10,000 awarded by SDG&E and REI. 



San Dieguito Lagoon Interpretive Walk 
MAINTENANCE 

• General Upkeep 

• Stock booklets at the brochure boxes 

• Renew domain for mobile web app (about $60/year) 

• Make sure trail users know the difference between the    
QR Codes and Mile Markers 

• Future 

• Update content to reflect changing conditions. 





Comparisons 
Post and Booklet Big Panels 

 

 Easiest to create 

 

 Lowest initial cost 

 

 Medium 
maintenance cost 

 

 Harder to create 

 

 Highest initial cost 

 

 Lower maintenance 
cost (but highest 
replacement cost) 

 

QR Codes 

 

 Harder to create 

 

 Medium initial cost 

 

 Lowest 
maintenance cost 



Comparisons 
Post and Booklet Big Panels 

 

 Harder to update 
and maintain 

 

 More convenient to 
average trail user 

 

 Smaller footprint 

 

 Harder to update   
and maintain 

 

 Most convenient to 
average trail user 

 

 Largest footprint 

 

QR Codes 

 

 Easiest to update 
and maintain 

 

 Least convenient to 
average trail user 

 

 Smallest footprint 





bryan@sdrp.org 

858-674-2275 x18 

 

Leana Bulay 

Interpretive Ranger 

leana@sdrp.org 

858-674-2275 x14 

 

www.sdrp.org 

sdrpmobile.org 


