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1948: Modeling Flood Control



LA River Watershed:
870 square miles

LA River:

51 miles

1st 32 miles in City of LA
~

Elevation at Origin

(Canoga Park):

772 feet

Elevation at Outlet
(Pacific Ocean):
0 feet

Avq. Slope:

The LA River begins in Canoga
Park, flows through the San
Fernando Valley, along the cities
of Burbank and Glendale, along
Griffith Park and Elysian Park,
through Downtown LA and then
through the cities of Vernon,
Commerce, Maywood, Bell, Bell
Gardens, South Gate, Lynwood,
Compton, Paramount,

Carson, and Long Beach

0.29%

Avqg. Annual
Precipitation:
15 inches

Avq. Daily Discharge:
320 cfs or 207 mgd

The LA River flows through the nation’s 2"d largest urban

region, into 2 of the world’s busiest port regions, and
into the world’s largest water body.




Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy




Rivers and Mountains
Conservancy







Beginning of the LA River in the San Fernando Valley—

Community of Canoga Park




The Sepulveda Basin




Contemporary Landscape




Facing Westward
(toward Griffith Park) at the
Verdugo Wash Confluence




Downtown LA

°1r DIFOCE near ne regior grounawater aquiiers dre not peing repiler

and both near- and distant-coastal environments are harmed.

*The River has divided human communities and wildlife habitats.



San
Fernando
Valley

Long
Beach

*Year of data




A significant portion of the LA
River falls within the “Epicenter
of Cancer Risk” in terms of air
toxics.

Source: Hidden Hazards: A Call to Action for
Healthy, Livable Communities, Los Angeles
Collaborative for Environmental Health and
Justice, Liberty Hill Foundation, 2010




The LA River flows through
many low-income communities
of color that lack access to
parks.

Source: The City Project, www.cityprojectca.org




The LA River flows through
many communities with high
incidences of childhood obesity.

Source: The City Project, www.cityprojectca.org




Connect Regional Habitat and “Significant Ecological Areas”
with Wildlife Corridors on the Los Angeles River and Tributaries




Provide access to open space and recreation for underserved communities

Serve as a means of non-motorized commuting to jobs across the region







the channel, deepen it, add off-line means of conveyance (a bypass) or

implement a combination of these measures.



Future Possibilities
Through LA River Revitalization

Enhance flood storag guality, and public access



Green the Entire River






Bringing Nature Back to the Post-Industrial Landscape
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° Example LA River Corridor
Projects Underway

(with support, designs, funding, under
construction or recent construction)
Note: All projects involve multiple partners
and funders—due to space limitations

only the leads are shown here.

+City Albion Dairy Park
*FoLAR Piggyback Yard
Collaborative

Key Opportunities for
LA River Partnerships




LARRMP GOAL (p. 4-3;4-15 to

ENABLE SAFE PUBLIC ACCESS




LARRMP GOAL (p.5-3;5-5t0-10)

CREATE A CONTINUOUS RIVER GREENWAY

Example Project: West Valley Bikeway (Council District 3)
*Under construction by City of LA

*Will adds 2.2 miles to the LA River Greenway

*Mason to Vanalden on the south bank of the River




LARRMP GOAL . 5-3; 5-11 to -20)

CONNECT NEIGHBORHOODS TO THE RIVER

(south bank from Radford to Whitsett in Council District 2)

Right: Elysian Valley Bikeway Grand Opening in December 2010
(Council Districts 4 and 13)




LARRMP GOAL . 5-3; 5-11 to -20)

CONNECT NEIGHBORHOODS TO THE RIVER

Upcoming Trail in Canoga Park (Council District 3):

County Headwaters Greenway (from Owensmouth to Mason)




LARRMP GOAL (p.5-3;5-21 to -31)
EXTEND OPEN SPACE & WATER QUALITY

FEATURES INTO NEIGHBORHOODS

Ci [ J Y Ci y 7 Ci vV C ' LJ U LS
Project of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy and Mountains Recreation

and Conservation Authority



LARRMP GOAL (p.5-3;5-21 to -31)
EXTEND OPEN SPACE & WATER QUALITY

FEATURES INTO NEIGHBORHOODS

\/ Al E
by City
Construction in 2012

Designed




LARRMP GOAL (p.5-3; 5-31 to -35)

ENHANCE RIVER IDENTITY
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Proposed Bikeways
Lane mee—

Path

Route =

City is seeking federal TIGER (Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery) funds for
the LA River Bike Path and links to it

Will complete River bikeway connection to and from
the Sepulveda Basin, through Studio City and




LOS ANGELES
RIVER IMPROVEMENT OVERLAY

DISTRICT
LA-RIO

Guidelines and standards addressing

watershed, urban design and mobility
alternatives

Approved by City Planning Commission

Full City Council vote expected in 2012










Corps of Engineers; Omar Brownson, Executive Director, LA Rlver Revitalization Corporat|on The Honorable Tom LaBonge, LA City Councilman, District 4;
The Honorable Ken Salazar, Secretary, US Department of the Interior; The Honorable Antonio Villaraigosa, Mayor, City of Los Angeles; The Honorable Lucille

Roybal-Allard, US Representative, California District 34; The Honorable Adam Schiff, US Representative, California District 29; The Honorable Ed Reyes, LA
City Councilman, District 1 and Chair, Council Ad Hoc Committee on the LA River)




Be
Riverly!




