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CABRILLO
National Monument

Here, ot Point Lomo
Heod, on the ofternoon
of September 28, 1542,
Juon Rodriguez Cobrillo,
distinguished novigotor in
the service of Spoin, com-
monding the f logship
"Son Solvodor" mode his
firstAlto Colifornio lond-
foll ond thus discovered
whot is now the Stote of
Colifornio. This wos the
first contoct of Europeons
with this port of the New
World. The smollest No-
tionol Monument in the
United Stotes obout
one-holf ocre, is to be
enlorged to encomposs
60 ocres of the heodlond.

The "Old Soonish
Lighthouse" on this
point, built in 1855,
goined its unof f iciol
nome from the foct thot
the lobor ond the moior
portion of moteriols en-
tering into its construc-
tion were either Sponish,
Mexicon or Indion. Keeo-
ers of the light were oll
more Sponish thon Yon-
kee olthough they were
Americon by birth. Thev
morried Sponish women
in Old Son 'Diego ond
roised lorge fomilies
whose troditions ond lon-
guoge were oll Soonish.

A mognificent view of
the .surrounding oce o n,
b o y s, horbors, islonds.
cities ond mountoins is
enjoyed from this point.
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The Spirit of Old San Diego
Although Son Diego Boy wos discovered by Cobrillo only fifty yeors

ofter Columbus first set foot on one of the West Indies islonds. oni the
seo-rover Sebostion Vizcoino dropped onchor in ond nomed Son Diego
Boy sixty yeors loter, the reol civilizotion ond develooment of Colifornlo
did not begin until the orrivol of Don Gospor de Portolo ond Fro Junioer:o
Serro, president of the Colifornio missions, in July 1769.

Thus the reol beginning of the Colifornio we. know todoy ond
the beginning point of the entire Pocific Coost development wos in
the section now khown os Old Son Diego.

It wos the first Son.Diego ond wos so known until "Fother" Alonzo
E. Horton loid out the new (ond present) Son Diego in 1867. For mony
yeors ofter Horton's odvent the community wos known os "Old Town"
os distinguishing it from the newer development.

However, the oppelotion "Old Son Diego" is the nome preferred by
citizens of todoy, ond the community. which is on integrol port of
the City of Son Diego hos been so designoted by the Post Office.

It is with Old Son Diego this book is concerned. In its poges en-
deovor hos been mode to portroy, somewhot, the beouty of its setting
. the chorm of its friendliness . the goyety of its people . . the
glory of its verdont semi-tropic climote the fidelity with which its
denizens strive to mointcin the troditions ond hospitolity of its pioneers.

Until l82 l Old Son Diego. . . ond oll of Colifornio. lived under
Sponish rule. ln 1822 the Sponish Flog wos reploced by the emblem of
the new Mexicon Republic. The first Mexicon governor, Jose Morio
Echeondio, chose Son Diego os his copitol, olthough the octuol copitol
wos ot Monterey. He soid the Son Diego climote wos better for his
heolth. But it wos whispered thot love for o sporkling-eyed Senorito
wos the reol couse holding him here.

Mexicon rule ended July 29, 1846, when the Americon flog wos
roised in the Viejo (old) Plozo of Old Son Diego.

The fiesto spirit of the eorly Sponish dons ond their ebullient fomilies
. .. the love of beouty the inherent generous courtesy ond olmost
overwhelming hospitolity. . . still constitute the dominoting note in this
section which so strongly breothes of the historic post.

To portroy oll these intongible delights with the comero ond pen is
reolly o tosk of high ombition ond not eosy of occomplishment. lf these
poges succeed in giving some smoll meosure of the loy experienced in
their preporotion.the tosk will not hove been in voin.

The work is not intended os o guide book for trovelers, nor o historic
tome for students olthough ploce directions ore given ploinly ond
historicol doto hos been verified by topmost outhorities.

The reol purpose of this book is to poss olong to others o meosure
of the hoppiness experienced in Old Son Diego by
Potrero, Coli{ornio.
June, | 950

The Author
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Ballast Point
Don Sebostion Viscoino wos the second Euro-

Deon to set foot on Colifornio soil. He come
November 12, 1602 sixty yeors ofter Co-
brillo's visit of discovery. Comp wos estoblished
on Point Lomo ot whot is now known os Bcllost
Point. Sponish nome for this spot wos "Lo Punto
de Guijorros," the point of round stones.

It is soid the crooked streets of Old Boston were
poved with cobblestones looded on troding vessels
dischorging corgoes here, which would otherwise
hove hod to soil home empty hod it not been for
this hondy bollost hence the present nome.

The doy of Viscoino's londing wcs the feost
doy of Son Diego de Alcolo, potron soint of the
flogship so Viscoino nomed the boy in the
Soint's honor. Cobrilio hod formerly given the
nome "Son Miguel" to the Boy. First Christion
service in Colifornio wos held here.

For mony yeors Bollost Point wos the wholinq
ond beef-hide center of shipping octivities on th!
Poci{ic Coost.

Lower photogroph is Don Sebostion Viscoino,
os,portroyed in period costume by Cloyton O.
Heffner, business mon of Old Son Diego, in the
Historicol Doys Pogeont of 1949.



Portuguese Chopel of
the Holy Ghost, on
Point Lomo, decoroted
for the onnucl (Sep-

tember 28) Cobrillo
Celebrotion.

The Portuguese of son Diego . more thon five thousond strong ore proud

of their illustrious countrymon who first discovered this spot ond thus-storted the

civilizotion of the Pocific Coost.. Eoch September 28 they hold o golo festivol com-

memoroting the event. Their colony on Point Lomo, just inside the horbor entronce,

begon more thon o century ogo ond hos been growing ever since. Becouse the eorly

Portuguese settlers were mostly fishermen, from th chorming villoges which dot the

islond shores of Portugol, they noturolly turned to fishing when they come to

Colifornio. Now more thon 90 percent of oll fish brought into this port ore cought

by colony members, with their morvelous fleet of greot tuno clippers'

Blessing the Queen of
the Portuguese Pento-
costol Feost held eoch
Moy . one of the
myriod festivols held
by the Son Diegc
Colony.
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La Playa Trail
. U_pper photo is of the potio ot the Romonc Motel in old son Dieqo site of

lT. 9o.g de wrightington, where Generol John c. Fremont -oau, t-rEoatro'rters in1646' In the center of the. p^otio- is o- p_olm beoring o historicol morker. This polmwcs,plonted by. six-yeor-old serofino Wrightington doughter or oono JuonitoMochodo de wrightington in the Generol's honor. An onnucl historicol pro-
cession is mode between old son Diego ond Lo ployo on point Lomo. In lb50Lo Ployo ond old son Diego were rivols os o site for the son Diego oiih" frtr.".Todoy modern shops, homei ond gordens line the troil ovei nuniirr-Tt'"-"oily setuers
so slowly drove their cottle for shipment of the hides from Bollost point. Gwer pnoto
is o nook in Andersen's Gordens, illustrotive of the present doy beouty to be iound
olong the fomed Lo Ployo Troil.



Stotue of
Fro Junipero Serro
ono
The Serro Cross
in
Presidio Pork

California's Birthplace
This. beoutiful bronze stotue of Fro Junipero Serro ("The Podre," by Arthur

Putnom) o monk of the Fronciscon Order who walked overlond from Lo Poz in
Lower Cclifornio ond founded Mission Son Diego de Alcolo, July 16, 1769 .. . is
close to the identicol spot on which the first crude cross wos roised in Colifornio.
Figure of the present doy Fronciscon podre shows the fidelity with which the Order
hos mointoined the originol hcbiliments. The Serro Cross, shown in the odjoining
picture, is but o few feet distont from the stotue. lt wos erected in l9l3 by the
Order of Ponomo ond wos mode of frogmetns of floor tiles from the first buildings
in Colifornio. These two chorming mementoes of the historic post . of the birth
of Colifornio ore in o beouty surrounded locotion in Presidio Pork, close to the
mognificent Junipero Serro Museum.
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Presidio Hill Park

This becutiful pork of more thon 50 mognificently lcndscoped ocres morl(s the
first white settlement on the Pocific Coost. Here Serro estoblished the first mission
ond Spcin mointoined o gcrrison for holf o century. Eorly settlers'ecrthwork de-

{enses'become Fort StockJon. Here the Mormon Bottclion completed the longest
infontry morch in history. Here is the {cmed serro Polm, the oldesi.plonted polm in

Colifornic, now 75 feei 6 inches high. The Serro Pclm morks the beginning of
El comino Reol (The King',s Highwoy) *rri.h led from mission to mission up the
Cclifornio coost. shown here, oiso, is c bit of the Fronciscon Gordens, known tc
Sponish pioneers os "EI Jordin del Rey," the King's Gordens ' Iiving mo-nument to
more thon 6O soldiers ond soilors, the first pioneers to be buried in Cclifornic soil.



Indion stotue in Presidio Pork. brelow Serro Museum, by Arthur
Putnom. Presented to Museum by E. W. Scripps Estote.

An intense love of colorful flowers, verdont trees, music ond joyous life pos-
sessed the eorly Colifornions. The semi-tropic climote of this fovored lond worked
hond in hond with them to occomplish their desires. The obounding beouty of
Presidi'r Pork todoy is one of the glorious heritoges we hove goined from the unselfish
efforts rf those eorly dwellers in this lond. Long yecrs ore required to proouce
towe:,n9, mojestic trees ond luxuriont plont growth. We would not now be enjoying
*',ese pleosures hod they not been storted by the folk of long ogo ond nurtured bv
their descendonts.

Music, too, wos on importont foctor in eorly Mission life ond Mission son Luis
Rey de Froncio in son Diego county . eorly goined on outstonding reputotion
in this ort, os wos mentioned by Helen Hunt Jockson in "Romono.,, The resonont
choir of Fronciscon monks odds to the hoppiness of the onnuol celebrotion eoch Julv
roTn In rrestoto t orK-

Mission

Son Ltiis Rey

Fronciscon

Choir



The crowning orchitecturol feoture of Presidio Hill is the Junipero Serro Museum,
home of the Sori Diego Historicol Society ond depository of the historicol collections
pertoining to Son Die-go County ond the southwest. Designed by Williom Templeton
Johnson 

"ond built by"Geotge W. Morston it wos presented by M-r. !1^o1{on, o gift-to
the -ity of Son Diego. ih. .rt"um wos dedicoted Julv- lQ, 1929, the 16Oth
onniversory of Fro Selro's estobljshment of the first of the Colifornio missions. lt is

open to the public doily from 9 in the morning until 5 in the ofternoon. Admission
is free.

At the south corner of the old wolled squore, below the Museum, stonds the
reconstructed bostion wotch tower of eorly presidio doys, in memory of sylves-ter
Pottie, heod of o tropping expedition which orrived in Old Son Diego during 1828.
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Fort Stockton . . . A'top presidio Hill
For o morvel ponoromic view of

Mission Boy, Old Son Diego, Son Diego
Boy ond Point Lomo guording the hor_
bor entronce, Presidio Drive south of
Old Fort Stockton is o reor vontoge
point. Here, ot the highest point of
Presidio Pork, the first fortificotions
were rude eorthworks thrown up by the
Son Diegons in 1832. Commodore Rob-
ert F. Stockton mode it o fort in 1g46.
ln 1847 the fomed Mormon Bottolion
here completed the longest morch in
history. Here moy be seen "El Jupitor,,'
o Sponish connon with o romontic his-
tory, cost ot Monilo, Philippine lslonds,
in 1783 ond originolly mounted in the
first fort ot Bollost Point on Point Lomo.

Other speciolly fine viewpoints ore
from the terroce ond tower of the Mu-
seum building, ond from the "lookout,,
neor the Indion stotue below the Mu-
seum.

Morker
of the
Mormon
Bottolion



The Spirit of Don Diego
Don Diego, whose guitor strumming

sketch oppeors on this poge, is o per-
sonificotion of the goy fiesto spirit ever
bubbling in the heorts which hove dwelt
ond ore dwelling in Old Son Diego's
friendly otmosphere.

Proud, indeed, ore these people of the
customs, joys, costumes ond troditions
which hove come to them out of the
historic post. They need but smoll reo-
son, ot olmost ony time, to instontly
drop the mundone tosks of present doy
life ond goily enter into fiesto octivities
greot or smoll.

This hoppy, generous, good-neighbor spirit wos constontly
moni{ested by the fine folks of Old Son Diego in their splendid
coooerotion with the outhor of this book.

Never were they too hurried to grociously don their precious
Sponish period costumes to provide precisely the right otmos-
phere for desired photogrophs.

As o result, throughout this book the period costumes ore
modeled by modern Son Diegons in fiesto mood, ond in fitting
setti ngs.

The members of the Pon Americon Leogue were porticulorly
grocious in their helpful suggestions ond willing cooperotion.
The outhor is most groteful for hoving hod the opportunity to
become intimotely ocquointed with this fine spirit.

s
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Casa de Carrillo
The odobe building now serving os the clubhouse of the

Presidio Golf Course is o restored portion of the Coso de

Coriillo oldest of the greot odobe houses built by the
Sponish oristocrots in Old Son Diego.

Originolly built by Don Froncisco Morio Ruiz obout 1820,
it loter become the home of Don Jooquin Corrillo. During its
occuponcy by Ruiz it become fomous os the "Peor House"
becouse of the splendid peor orchord surrounding it. This
orchord, grown by Don Ruiz, is soid to hove been the first
privote plonting of fruit trees in Colifornio.

Following the celebrotion of o double wedding, held in this
house by the Corrillo fomily, neorly oll Son Diego set out in
the spring of 1827 on o joyous pilgrimoge from ronch to
ronch, Mission to Mission, until in the eorly summer it orrived
on horsebock ot the doors of Monterey, then the copitol of
Colifornio.

The present eight-ocre golf
course pork provides o voriety
of out-of-door reloxotion for
Old Son Diegons ond visitors.

Golf, tennis ond softboll ore
the gomes ployed here, but
horsebock riding is reviving in
populority. Interesting troils
cross the Son Diego River ond
follow the Old Friors' Rood up
the Mission Volley to Mission
Son Diego de Alcolo, six miles
distont.

Mony riding stobles ore lo-
coted in the Mission Vollev.



At this point the
Americon Flog wos
first roised by Lt.
Stephen C. Rowon,
July 30, 1846. When
the Americons left
the port the Mexicon
flog wos ogoin flown,
but upon the return
of Americon forces
the Stors ond Stripes
were re-roised by Al-
bert J. Smith, Novem-
ber 4, of the some
yeor. The old gentle-
mon shown ot the
f log holyords is Al-
bert Henry Smith, son
of Albert J. Morcio
Smith, greot - grond -
doughter of Albert J.
Smith, stonds beside
"El Copiton," on old
Sponish connon
componion piece of
"El Jupitor" in Fort
Stockton on Presidio
Hiil.

Old San Diego Plaza

The Plozo Viejo, in which the Americon flog hos doily flown
since 1846, wos the focol point of oll octivities in the Son
Diego of eorly doys. The pork wos set oside for public use
when the Sponiords plonned the town. Around it the eorliest
homes ond stores were built. For mony yeors the people goth-
ered here for the musicol concerts of which they were so :
fondly oppreciotive. lt wos the site of bullfights ond other
typicol Sponish-Mexicon sports. lt wos the end of the Keorny
Tioil, the rood from Fort Leovenworth, Konsos, over which
Gen. Stephen W. Keorny led Americon troops in 1846. Todoy -
the Old Plozo is o beoutiful, restful pork post which the tur-
moil of troffic flows without disturbing its serenity.



Past and Present

The controsting beouty of todoy in ond oround Old Son Diego is grophicolly
shown in the illustrotions on this poge.

The top picture is reproduction of on old photogroph of the buildings grouped
oround the olci Plozo, looking ocross the Son Diego River ond Boy toword Point
Lomo. lt wos token from Presidio Hill bv Schiller in 1869.

The lower photos were mode from olmost the
some locotion this yeor of Son Diego's Centennicl
Anniversory ('i950). They do not show the Old
Son Diego community becouse the weolth of in-
tervening trees ond shrubbery obscured the view,
but they do glimpse the chorm of present doy.

Photo ot the left portroys the mojesty of the
Point Lomo heodlond, stonding os eternol guord
ot the entronce of Son Diego Horbor on out-
look from which gorgeous sunset colorings ore
experienced olmost doily,

Photo ot right looks ocross Presidio Pork, to the
Mission Boy Recreotionol Areo ond Mount Soledod
in the distonce. Both ore scenes of infinite chorm
ond prismotic joy unknown to the pioneers.



Casa de Altamrrano

Jose A. Altomirono, son - in - low of Don

Miguel de Pedroreno, owned the frome house

next door to Coso de Pedroreno. In this build-
ing on October 

.l0, .l868, the first edition of
the Son Diego Union wos published. This wos

the Union's home until June 30, 1870, when

it moved to New Son Diego. John Dovidson,

executive director Junipero Serro Museum, in

the moin room of Coso Altomirono, reods the
first issue. Pictures on the woll ore Douglos

Gunn, on eorly editor, ond Williom Jeff Gote-
wood, founder of the Union.

Next door, ot Monuel's Res
touronte Coso de Pedro-
reno Mrs. Gustovo Arriolo,
Eileen Jockson ond Mox Miller,
journolistic celebrities, enjoy o
fiesto dinner in the entroncing
potro.
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Gustovo Arriolo,
fomed cortoonist,
ond friends
enjoying the
festive
otmosphere
of the
exquisite
potio gorden

Casa de Pedrorena
Next door to "Romono's Morrioge Ploce" Don Miguel de

Pedrorenc built his Coso obout 1838. The frome Dorch on
front wos odded in the 1890's. The odobe building ond wolled
gorden potio in the reor ore well preserved ond tell of the
splendid comfort of the old Sponish Dons' homes. Chorm of
the old plcce hos been enhonced by Monuel ond Thelmo
Mosley, who operote the estoblishment os o high-closs Mexicon
ref ectorv. "Monuel's Restouronte. "

rlq
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Mission-like
in orchitecturol
style, the
olive foctory in
Old Son Diego
cornes on
on industry
which hod
its inception
in the eorly
doys of
the Mission
Son Diego
de Alcolo

Fomous
"Mission Brond"
olives ond
pimientoes ore
processed ond
conned in this
modern
estoblishment

F *

Pictured ot the right is one of the few remcining rreesin the once fomous olive orchord ot Mission Son*Diego
de Alcolo. These trees were the first olives to be orownin Colifornio. . For mony yeors the Mission podreJ pro-
duced olive oil in quontities to supply their own require-
ments ond the need of the eorly Colifornic pioneers.
These energetic podres olso plcnted the first uin.vo.os.
citrus fruit with seeds imported from Spoin, cnd 

'beoul

tiful pepper trees which odd so much to the Colifornio
chorm. The pepper-tree development wos, however,
occidentol, becouse the pepper-tree seeds were mistokenfor those. of the spice pepper by o seo coptoin who
secured them for delivery to the Mission fothers.



"Romono's
Morrioge
Ploce"

Casa de Estudillo

Becouse of its excellent preservotion ond mognificent restorotion, this ond the

two succeeding poges ore given to Coso de Estudillo, populorly known os "Rcmono's

Morrioge Ploce," which fronts on the squore of Viejo Plczo in Old Son Diego.

It wos built obout 1825 bv the weolthy Don Jose Estudillo os his town house.

Originolly the cosc wos topped by o cupolo from which the Don ond his guests

could wotch bull f ights in the plozo below.
Wolls ore two to four feet thick. The tiled roof wos supported by heovy, rough-

hewn beoms brought down from the distont mounto.ins on the bocks of Mission



Indions. Beoms ore bound together
with row-hide thongs, no ncils being
used.

Coso de Estudillo wos o soncruory
for women ond children during the
Americon occupotion of 1846.

Under the direction of John D-
Spreckels the coso wos restored in
I 909 by the noted orchitect, Hczel
Wotermont.

This outstondinq londmork of Old
Son Diego . . with its twelve rooms,
lorge potio gorden, pointings, furni-
ture ond the fomily chopel re-

W

creotes tlre otrnosphere of the
old Mexicon villoge. lt is o
reol museum of eorly Colifornio
life.

The fomily chopel in Coso
de Estudillo, populorly thought
to be the scene of the morrioge
of Helen Hunt Jockson's fic-
tionol heroine, "Romonc," is
frequently used foi weddings oy
persons of oll denominotions
. postors ond priests of the
vcrious foiths coming to of -
f iciote.

When used for weddings,
the chopel, goily bedecked with
frogront flowers, stonds out in
morked controst to the somber
setting in which Romono ond
Allesondro plighted their vows,
os it wos described in Mrs.
J ockson's romontic story.

Tommy Getz, oI beloved
memory in Old Son Diego,
opened the Coso de Estudillo
os o museum in 1924 ond en-
tertoined mony thousonds of
visitors within its wolls ond
gordens. Since the demise of
Mr. Getz in I934 its populor
odministrotion hos been con-
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