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The conceptual drawing above shows the main entrance of Carpinteria State Beach. The colorful
banners provide an eye-catching “Welcome!” To the right of the banners, a life-size model of a
Chumash fomol or plank canoe interprets for visitors the source of the park’s name (in 1769, when
Spanish soldiers of the Portola expedition passed through the area they saw Chumash men
building a tomol on the beach. The soldiers called the place “La Carpinteria,” or “The Carpenter
Shop.”) Providing direction for connecting the park’s natural, cultural and recreational resources

to its visitors 1s the aim of this Interpretation Master Plan.
(Concept by Sandra Farrell, © California State Parks)
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T he mission of interpretation at Carpinteria State Beach is to
create positive connections between park visitors and the
diverse natural, cultural, aesthetic, and recreational resources of
southeastern Santa Barbara County from the Northern Channel

Islands to the southern slopes of the Santa Ynez Mountains.”
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‘I Executive Summary

This Interpretation Master Plan (IMP)
represents the first major attempt to
improve the delivery of interpretive
services at Carpinteria State Beach since
the park’s General Plan and Interpretive
Prospectus were written 30 years ago.

A project team led by the Channel Coast
District Interpretive Specialist conducted
stakeholder workshops, met with
individual community members, consulted
with subject-matter experts, and
conducted extensive research to collect
the information needed to assemble this
IMP.

The foundation of the IMP is a detailed
summary of the park’s natural, cultural
and recreational resources, newly
developed interpretive mission and vision
statements and interpretive themes
specific to Carpinteria State Beach, an
analyses of visitor needs and expecta-
tions, current staffing, facilities, and
interpretive opportunities, and a
comprehensive Scope of Collections
Statement.

Building on this foundation, the IMP
identifies fen major program areas that
will encompass the interpretive
improvement effort identified in the plan.
These program areas contain ten Goals
supported by specific Objectives
intfended to guide the successful
accomplishment of the Goals.

The final major element of the IMP is an
Interpretation Action Plan that presents

specific Strategies for achieving the IMP’s
Goals and Objectives in prioritized order,
together with estimates of time needed to
accomplish each strategy and who wiill
need to be involved for success.

Other highlights of this IMP include:

* Six new Sensitive Resource Interpreta-
tion Areas (SRIAs) that will serve to
focus interpretive efforts.

* A Park-wide Interpretive Trail that will
link the SRIAS.

* Aredesigned Visitor Center.

* Numerous program and media
strategies that, among other things,
call for a revitalization and expansion
of the park’s docent program.

This Interpretation Master Plan is intended
to provide a road map for Department
staff, volunteers, and community
stakeholders to use as they work together
to achieve the vision for interpretation
identified for Carpinteria State Beach:

High-quality, enjoyable, and relevant
interpretive services delivered by
park staff, volunteers, concessions,
and community members will
expand visitors’ knowledge of the
geology, plants, animals and people
of the southeastern Santa Barbara
coastal area, enhance the quality of
their recreational experience,
improve their safety at the park, and
increase their appreciation of their
role as stewards of the region’s
resources.

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretation Master Plan



developed to guide the development of
interpretive services at Carpinteria State
Beach that will capture the park’s unique
essence and communicate it to the
public.

Park History and Significance
Plan Purpose
Project Team

( : arpinteria State Beach is a unit of the

California State Park System that As visitors gain a heightened appreciation
retains a traditional charm reminiscent of of the significance of the park and its
the mid-20th century. Located within resources, their motivation will grow to
minutes of the urban centers of Santa profect them foday and for future
Barbara and Ventura, the park continues generations.
o o e opportuntly 1o enloy
high-quality outdoor recreation in the Park History and Significance
setting of a small southern California Through the efforts of local citizens in the
coastal community much as people have early part of the 20th century, Santa
done for decades. Barbara County entered into an

agreement with the State to purchase
land for a state park at Carpinteria. Title to
the entire original state park plot was
passed to the State in February 1932 and
the park was then opened to the pubilic.!

While coastal recreation has been
drawing visitors to Carpinteria State Beach
for generations, the park also retains
remnants and memories of lce Age fossils,
ancient sea-faring people, world

explorers, asphalt miners, and auto New acreage has been added to the
campers from the 1930s while preserving park nearly every decade following the
an invaluable piece of the once- original purchase. The most recent
abundant natural environment of the acquisition was 2.5 acres of property
Santa Barbara coast. owned by the Southern Pacific Rail

Corporation for $700,000.2 Today,

This Interpretation Master Plan has been

Carpinteria State Beach preserves an atmosphere reminiscent of a mid-20th-century urban beach park.

Introduction
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Carpinteria State Beach contains 60.08
acres, including 4,685 feet of ocean
frontage.3

In June 1962, the unit was classified as a
state beach by the State Park Commission.
A state beach is a category of state
recreation unit. The public Resources Code
(Section 5019.56) defines these units as
follows:

State recreation units consist of
areas selected, developed, and
operated to provide outdoor
recreational opportunities. Such
units shall be designated by the
State Park and Recreation
Commission by naming, in
accordance with the provisions of
Article 1 (commencing with Section
5001) and this article relating to
classification.

In the planning of improvements to
be undertaken within state
recreation units, consideration shall
be given to compatibility of design
with the surrounding scenic and
environmental characteristics.4

State recreation units may be established in
the terrestrial or underwater environments
of the State and shall be further classified as
one of the following types: ...

(d) State beaches, consisting of
areas with frontage on the ocean or
bays designed to provide
swimming, boating, fishing, and
other beach-oriented recreational
activities. Coastal areas containing

ecological, geological, or scenic
resources of significant value shall
be preserved within a state
wilderness, state reserves, state
parks, or natural or cultural
preserves.>

The significant resources associated with
Carpinteria State Beach include natural,
cultural, geological, and recreational
values. The lagoon at the mouth of
Carpinteria Creek and the seaside
shoreline provide the unit's most important
wildlife habitat. Carpinteria State Beach is
within the site of the major Chumash village
of Mishopshnow, once a center for the
construction of plank boats used to travel
to the Channel Islands. The downcoast
portion of the unit and adjacent land
contains the largest and most well-known
tar seep on the Santa Barbara Coast. The
beach is extensive, gently sloping, and
composed of fine-grained sand ideal for
sunbathing, picnicking, beachcombing,
fishing, and general beach activities.é

Plan Purpose

This Interpretation Master Plan is intended
to guide the development and delivery of
interpretive services at Carpinteria State
Beach for at least 10 years. The Interpreta-
tion Action Plan located in Chapter 11 has
been developed to complement the park’s
Annual Implementation Plans, allowing
progress to be measured and adjustments
to be made on a yearly basis.

Two pending projects will provide an early
opportunity to implement several of the
recommendations contained in this plan.
The first is an interpretive play area in the

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretation Master Plan



northwest corner of the park. This is a in the Interpretation Management Plan.
collaborative project involving the City of  Additionally, visitors were surveyed over a
Carpinteria, the Carpinteria Morning Rotary two-day period at the park in February

Club, and California State Parks. The 2009, using a modified version of the
second is a series of infrastructure statewide visitor survey tool. See
improvements aimed at improving park Appendices G and H for survey tools and
accessibility. Funds for the latter project results.

come through the department’s

Accessibility Program and will include day- ENDNOTES

to meet accessibility guidelines. Beach, Volume 6 of Santa Barbara/Ventura

Coastal State Park System General Plan

(May 1979). California State Parks, p. S
2California State Park Land Ownership

IMP Project Team members were Wes Status (LOS) database — park unit printout
Chapin, District Interpretive Specialist, (April 28, 2009), Acquisition and Real
Channel Coast District; Nancy Mendez, Property Services Division

Regional Interpretive Specialist, Acquisition *California State Park System Statistical
and Development Division, Southern Report — 2007/08 Fiscal Year, California

State Parks — Statewide Planning Unit, p. 18
4Preliminary General Plan, op. cit., p. 7
slbid., p. 8

flbid., p. 11-12

Service Center; Scott Cramolini, Supervising
State Park Peace Officer (Ranger),
Carpinteria State Beach; and Sandra
Farrell, Exhibit Designer/Coordinator,
Acquisition and Development Division,
Southern Service Center.

Workshops, individual meetings, and
conference calls were held with a number
of park stakeholders. See Appendices J
and K for a complete list of participants.

Park staff and campground hosts
participated in a meeting to provide initial
input on the park’s existing conditions and
ideas for park improvements. See Appendix
L for a complete list of participants.

Park visitors provided input as part of a
statewide visitor survey between August
2007 and January 2009. Eileen Hook, Staff
Park and Recreation Specialist — Planning
Division, provided preliminary data for use

Introduction



Park Interpretive Resources

located on a low-lying alluvial plain
composed of unconsolidated silt, sand,
and gravel washed down from the upper
slopes.?

Natural Resources

Cultural Features and History
Recreational Assets

Related Resources and

On the eastern park boundary, a small,
ephemeral drainage exists. In the central
section of the unit, Carpinteria Creek flows
from the Santa Ynez Mountains to the
ocean. A small lagoon at the mouth of
the creek is the remainder of what was
once a larger lagoon prior to channelizo-
tion.3 Northwest of Carpinteria State
Beach is the Carpinteria Salt Marsh, also
known as El Estero. Historically, the marsh
covered more than 500 acres and
extended to Carpinteria Creek. Extensive
draining to allow for the expansion of
agriculture and the encroachment of
residential and recreational structures has
reduced the size of the marsh to about
230 acres.

Interpretation

Natural Resources

Physical Features
C arpinteria State Beach lies within the
city limits of the coastal community
of Carpinteria, twelve miles southeast of
Santa Barbara. Surrounded by
commercial, residential, and industrial
areas, the park consists of sandy beach
and dune areas as well as terrace bluffs.
Elevations in the unit range from
approximately three feet to thirty feet
above sea level. The park offers views of
the beach, surf zone, the Santa Barbara
Channel, and the
northern Channel
Islands. Grassy areas
and towering
eucalyptus trees are
picturesque features
associated with the
park’s landscape.!

Situated at the base
of the Santa Ynez
Mountains, which lie
in the Western
Transverse Range
Province of Southern
California, the park is

Carpinteria State Beach is located on a narrow coastal plain between the
Pacific Ocean and the Santa Ynez Mountains. (Image courtesy of City of Carpinteria)

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretation Master Plan



Carpinteria State Beach is located in a
region characterized by a type of
Mediterranean climate. Like other Santa
Barbara coast beaches, its weather is
typified by cool summers and mild winters.
The mean annual temperature is 45-60° F.
During the summer, mean high
temperatures range from 75-80°F with lows
of 50-57¢°F. Yearly precipitation averages
14 to 30 inches and 90% of it tends to falll
from November to April .4

Geologically, the park sits atop Miocene
sediments of the Monterey formation
called Monterey Shale.> These rocks are
up-thrust between the north-dipping Red
Mountain fault, located approximately
one mile offshore to the south, and the
south-dipping Carpinteria fault, located
less than one-quarter mile to the north.6
The Monterey formation is visible in the
base of the sea cliff and in the intertidal
zone. Uncertainty exists as to whether or
not the Carpinteria fault is currently
active. The Red Mountain fault is known
to be active.”

Terrace deposits lie on top of the
Monterey formation and are visible from
beach level in the western edge of
Carpinteria State Beach to approximately
30 feet at the top of the sea cliff in the
eastern edge of the park.8 Further east of
Carpinteria State Beach, the terrace
deposits are named Punta Gorda.? These
deposits consist of a basal conglomerate,
composed of sandstone and fragments of
the Monterey formation, overlain by
beach, eolian, and alluvial sediments.’0 In
some places, the terrace deposits are
impregnated with asphalt. Beach sands

extend from the base of the sea cliff to

the ocean. If the winter is severe, sands
are carried offshore and sections of the
Monterey formation are exposed.

Natural oil, gas, and tar seeps are
common along the coast of Southern
California. There are numerous active oll
and tar seeps that occur off the shores of
Santa Barbara County and active seeps
that occur onshore, including several at
Carpinteria State Beach. The most active
seep in the park is located near the park’s
eastern boundary, immediately west of
the ephemeral drainage. The tar seep is
visible in the face of the sea cliff about 20
feet above the beach. Particularly on
warm days, liquid asphalt spills onto the
beach from this seep. Oil and asphalt
also seep from fractures in all of the
outcrops of the Monterey Shale and small
seeps can be observed in other areas of
Carpinteria State Beach.!

The Carpinteria asphalt deposit extends
from Carpinteria Creek past the eastern
Carpinteria State Beach boundary
through the City of Carpinteria’s Tarpits
Park to the Veneco, Inc. property east of
the park and lies between the beach and
the railroad tracks. The southern part of
San Miguel Campground, the park’s
eastern-most camp areq, lies
approximately ten feet above the beach
on a terrace consisting of this asphalt
deposit. The deposit, referred to as
bituminous sands, consists of asphalt-
impregnated sands of the Punta Gorda
terrace, asphalt-impregnated modern
beach sands, and small depressions
where seepage has accumulated.'2 Near

Park Interpretive Resources



Monterey pine cone fossils recovered from tar
pits near the park (similar to this one recovered
from the La Brea Tarpits in Los Angeles) tell
us this area once had coniferous forests and a

cooler climate. (Image courtesy of U.C. Berkeley, http:/
evolution.berkeley.ed/)

the turn of the twentieth century, it was
estimated that the bituminous sands
covered a 75-acre area of the future park
and were 12 to 25 feet deep.!3

Paleontological Features

Asphaltum deposits excavated near
Carpinteria State Beach have been found
to be rich in Pleistocene fossil materials.
The numerous fossils found include
specimens of terrestrial plants, mammals,
birds, insects, and marine invertebrates.
The majority of the fauna, excluding the
rodents, represent juvenile to sub-adult
individuals.’ No information has been
found that indicates that fossils have been
recovered within the current boundaries
of Carpinteria State Beach.

Recovered mainly during the late 1920s,
the Carpinteria fossils are thought to be
second only to those from the La Brea
deposits in Los Angeles in terms of their
importance in deciphering the
environmental conditions of Southern

California during the Pleistocene.!5

The Carpinteria deposits are considered
to be of special significance since fossil
plants have been more commonly found
here than at other Pleistocene vertebrate
localities.’s Most of the floral and faunal
remains recovered from the Carpinteria
deposit indicate that the Pleistocene
environment in this area was a coniferous
forest. Several species of conifers, as well
as cypress, live oak, and low-growing
shrubs have been identified.!”

Species of flora include coast redwood,
Bishop pine, Monterey pine, coast live
oak, and manzanita.'®

Numerous bird fossils include California
condor, golden eagle, and scrub jay.!?

Mammal fossils include horse, bison,
jackrabbit, coyote, wolf, deer, rat, and
badger.?0

The fact that this community occurred
adjacent to the coast supplies intriguing
information on maritime effects on the
ecology of the terrestrial communities of
the Pleistocene age.?

Fossiliferous asphalt deposits have been
found in only three other locations in
California, including Maricopa and
McKittrick in Kern County and La Brea in
Los Angeles. Other fossiliferous asphalt
deposits have been found in Texas, Peru,
Trinidad, Iran, Russia, and Poland.22

Biological Features

Previous historic activities in and around
what is now Carpinteria State Beach,
including agriculture, asphalt mining,
urban growth, construction of the railroad,

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretation Master Plan



and park development,
have had an adverse
impact on the native
habitats once found in
the area of Carpinteria
State Beach.

Prior to these
developments, plant
species once found
here were characteris-
tic primarily of the
coastal sage scrub and
open grassland series,
including several
species of native
grasses, sedges, sages,
and buckwheat.23

Current diversity and

number of plant and

animal species in the park are limited. The
flora consists mostly of infroduced plant
types including trees, grasses, and herbs
such as wattle, eucalyptus, and sea-fig or
ice plant.2¢ The extensive use of non-
native ornamentals and turf grasses
create an urban park atmosphere
throughout Carpinteria State Beach.
Plants from every continent except
Antarctica are found in the park.2> No
rare or endangered species of plants are
known to occur in the park.2¢

Carpinteria's western ocean frontage
consists of 1,500 feet of coastal dunes, an
increasingly rare habitat type in southern
California. A minor part of the vegetation
found on the dunes is comprised of native
species such as silver beach weed, but
much of the dune environment in the park
is covered by dense mats of non-native

The biodiversity found at Carpinteria State Beach has been reduced
by centuries of human activity, but important remnant habitats still
remain. Endangered steelhead trout have been seen in Carpinteria
Creek in recent years.

Hottentot fig.2” While this "ice plant"
species helps to stabilize the dune
formations, it has minimal native habitat
value. Some sections of the dunes, those
directly seaward from the west end of the
day-use parking, are subjected to heavy
visitor use. In some areas, the inland side
of the dunes was vegetated with non-
native eucalyptus as well as Monterey
pine and Monterey cypress,28 but several
of these trees have died or been removed
within the last twenty years as the result of
high salt levels in the sandy soil.

In recent years, students from Carpinteria
Middle School, assisted by park and
District staff, have worked to replace non-
native vegetation on the dunes in the
day-use area with native dune species
and install fencing to direct visitor traffic
away from restored areas.
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Birds generally common in populated
environments, such as the Brewer’s
blackbird, white-crowned sparrow, house
sparrow, and starling, are found in the
park. Although mammals are not well
represented, the house mouse, Botta
pocket gopher, and California (Beechey)
ground squirrel are common.2?

Monarch butterflies migrate to and from
the vicinity of the park each year. A
privately owned parcel of land north of
Santa Rosa Campground has been
identified as an important wintering site for
these colorful insects.30

The shoreline of Carpinteria State Beach
supports a variety of animal life. Within
the sandy beach habitat various insects,
small crustaceans, mollusks, and worms
can be found. These creatures are the
food source for numerous shorebirds
including western gull, sanderling,
whimbrel, and willet. Kelp fragments and
other organic materials deposited along
the shore by wind and wave action come
from a small kelp bed which grows
offshore beyond the mouth of Carpinteria
Creek and provide an important feeding
habitat for various shore birds.3!

An intertidal reef, subtidal reef, and
harbor seal hauling-out site, although not
located within the boundaries of
Carpinteria State Beach, are accessible
from the unit and represent significant
natural resources. The intertidal reef,
marked as the most diverse in Santa
Barbara County south of Point Arguello, is
relatively rich in marine flora and fauna.
The subtidal reef located northwest of the

unit, supports similar organisms as well as
fish and marine invertebrates which are
important to recreational fishermen.
Stands of kelp and algae which serve as
food for marine invertebrates are found in
the subtidal reef. About 2,000 feet
southeast of the border of the unit is a
small pocket beach used as a hauling-out
site by a large number of harbor seals.
Only three other areas along the
California mainland south of Point
Conception are known to be used by
such large numbers of harbor seals.32

While most of the flatland environs in the
unit have been planted with ornamentals,
the lagoon at the mouth of Carpinteria
Creek supports important wildlife habitat.
This area is significantly modified from past
channelization and constant visitor
disturbance. However, it is still a place for
waterfowl, wading birds, and shorebirds to
rest and feed. Plants associated with a
riparian woodland community are found
along the creek, including maple, live
oak, sycamore, willow, and cottonwood.
The habitat along the banks of the lagoon
supplies the striped skunk and raccoon
with necessary forage. The endangered
steelhead trout has been observed in
Carpinteria Creek, and the tidewater
goby, another endangered fish, may also
occur in the stream and associated
lagoon. Brown pelicans can sometimes
be seen feeding in the offshore waters.33

A partial species list for Carpinteria State
Beach is included in Appendix A.

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretation Master Plan



Cultural Features and History

Land Use History

For perhaps 13,000 years, people have
lived in this region, enjoying the area'’s
mild climate and exploiting its natural
resources that are prevalent here,
including its mineral wealth, particularly
deposits of thick, tar-like asphaltum.

In addition to its natural resources, this

region possesses significant recreational
resources, and in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, Carpinteria experienced

commercial and residential development,

in part because of these recreational
resources.

Pre-Millingstone Period (13,000-8,500
Years Before Present [BP])

During what archaeologists variously refer
to as the Paleo-Indian, Paleo-Coastal, or
Pre-Millingstone Period34, which lasted
from approximately 13,000 to 8,500 years
ago, people lived in the Santa Barbara
region in small groups, collecting shellfish
and harvesting wild seeds. They built
watercraft that allowed them to travel to
the single large offshore island,
Santarosae, when sea level was 150 feet
lower than it is today. Cultural evidence
from this period is sparse but includes
basketry, sea grass cordage, a seed
milling stone, beads, chert tools, and a
fish-like effigy.35

As glacial ice melted and sea level rose,
many coastal settlements were
submerged, and Santarosae became
separate islands that would later be
named (from south to north) Anacapa,
Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa and San Miguel.

10

Archaeological sites in the region dating
to this period include Santa Rosa Island
(Arlington Springs, occupied 13,000 years
ago), San Miguel Island (Daisy Cove,
11,000 years ago), Vandenberg Air Force
Base (2,000 years ago), and near Nipomo
(10,000 years ago). These early dates
bolster the relatively new hypothesis that
proposes that the earliest migration into
the New World came down the coast.3¢

Millingstone Period (8,500-6,500 BP)

The first fully definable period of human
settlement in the Santa Barbara Channel
area, commonly known as “Millingstone
Horizon” because of the many milling
stones (basin metates and manos) that
appeared during this time, lasted from
about 8,500 to 6,500 years ago.”” The
period is also known as “Oak Grove,”
given this name in the 1920s by
archaeologist David Banks Rogers in his
pioneering studies.3®

Recent evidence indicates that this
period may be much older than first
proposed. Terry Jones, et al (2002),
reported that the Cross Creek Site (CA-
SLO-1797), near the town of Arroyo
Grande, contained artifacts typically
associated with the Millingstone Horizon
and dated about 10,000 years ago.4!

In addition to manos and metates, this
period is also marked by hammering tools,
which would have served as both a
source of flake tools used for scraping,
cutting, and planing, and for shaping the
metates and manos for optimum grinding
efficiency. The groundstone tools were
used primarily to grind and pulverize small,
hard seeds of grasses and sage, which
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The Millingstone Period is named for the stone
implements early Californians used to grind wild

plant foods. (Image courtesy of Santa Barbara Museum of
Natural History)

formed a major part of the diet, as well as
nuts, roots, and berries. The numerous fire-
affected rocks, recovered in beds found
in Millingstone sites, indicate food
products were being baked, probably in
earth ovens. Shellfish supplied most
protein and shellfish remains are
abundant on Millingstone sites situated
along open coastlines.3? The distinctive
suite of tools and subsistence remains
identified from Millingstone sites mark this
cultural expression as unigue among
hunter-gatherer societies, and shows no
apparent connection to Late Pleistocene/
Early Holocene Paleo-Indian societies
found in other parts of the western U. S.40
Sites similar in character to the Millingstone
Horizon sites of the Santa Barbara
Channel region can be found in a broad
geographic distribution along the
California coastline and its interior
valleys.4!

Early Period (6,500-3,200 BP)

The Early Period lasted from 6,500 to 3,200
years ago.42 From 6,500 to 5,000 years
ago, the climate in the Santa Barbara

region, which had been generally cool
and wet, as evidenced by abundant fossil
pine forests, became warmer and drier.
Human population during this period
appears to have declined significantly.
Few archaeological sites are known from
this period.43

Archaeological findings from the coastal
areas west and east of Carpinteria
indicate that prehistoric people at this
time were hunting a broader range of
marine and terrestrial animals and
gathering a more diverse range of plants
for food or other uses.#4 Climatic data
from the time show that human
populations fluctuated as temperatures
and precipitation changed. As sea water
temperature rose and fell, so too did
prehistoric populations along the Santa
Barbara Channel coast.45

The appearance of stone mortars and
pestles around 6,000 years ago4é
indicates use of a broadening range of
plant and animal foods at that time .

The mortar and pestle were commonly
associated with the processing of acorns
gathered from oaks. However, along the
coast in and near Carpinteria, these
grinding and pulverizing implements were
likely also employed to process tubers and
roots, such as from plants growing along
coastal estuaries, as well as being used to
pulverize dried meat.4

Large animals such as elk, deer, and sea
mammals were hunted by people using
large projectile points mounted on darts
thrown with the atlatl (throwing stick),
while shellfish, particularly California
mussels, remained an important dietary
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The development of stone mortars and pestles of
various sizes allowed early people to process

foods such as acorns, roots, tubers, and seeds.
(Image courtesy of Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History)

supplement.48

Prehistoric riparian vegetation adjacent to
the Carpinteria Creek, which bisects the
park, probably consisted of western
sycamore (Platanus racemosa), arroyo
willow (Salix lasiolepis), black
cottonwood (Populous trichocarpa),
coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), cattail
(Typha latifoia), bulrush (Scirpus ssp.),
and mulefat (Baccharis viminea). Other
species may have included ceonothus
(Ceonothus megacarpus and C.
spisus), chamise (Adenostoma
fasciculatum), manzanita
(Artostapphhylos confertiflora), scrub
oak (Quercus dumosa), and toyon
(Heteromeles arbutifolia). Backcountry
plants were somewhat more diverse.
Commonly occurring native plants were
the California sagebrush, coyote brush,
poison oak, sages, buckwheat, wild onion,
laurel sumac, yucca, elderberry, and
prickly-pear.

Many of the above species were utilized
as food or as raw material for crafts by the
local Chumash.4? Examples include blue
dicks (bulbs as food), Chia (seeds were an
important food), elderberry (food, bow
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making, musical instruments, medicine),
holly-leaved cherry (important food), oaks
(acorns as food), prickly-pear cactus (fruit
as food, juice used as a paint pigment),
sage (medicine), bulrush (thatching of
houses, mats, medicine, skirts, roots for
food), three-leaved sumac (basketry),
toyon (berries as food, wood used as
tools, arrows, offertory poles), willow
(wood used as tools, medicine, bark used
to make items), and yucca (base of
plant eaten, leaves used for fiber and
fishing lines, flowers eaten).%0

By the end of the Early Period, people
speaking a “Proto-Chumash” language
had become established in the region,
but their relationship with earlier peoples is
not yet clear.> Anthropologists refer to
the people who inhabited this area at the
end of the Early Period as Chumash.

Middle Period (3,200-800 BP)

During the Middle Period, 3,200 to 800
years ago, fishing and sea mammal
hunting became more important. New
inventions, including shell hooks, bone
gorges, notched stone sinkers and barbed
harpoons, enabled the Chumash to catch
a wider variety of fish. Fishing nets and
seines were also more common.>2

Around 2,000 years ago, the Chumash
made a significant technological
advance with the development of the
tomol or plank canoe.>3 Tomol
construction required considerable skill
and effort.>4 Driffwood logs, often of
redwood, were first split and smoothed
into planks. Holes were drilled in the
planks, which were then sewn together
with cordage made from various plant
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materials. Asphaltum, a key component
of plank canoe construction,> was used
to seal and caulk the planks, which made
the watercraft more seaworthy.

Only chiefs or other wealthy (high status)
members of the Chumash communities
had the ability to commission the
construction of plank canoes. The owners
of the canoes held highly influential
positions in the
community, given
the key role of
plank canoes in
trade along the
coastline and out
to the Channel
Islands.>¢

Intensified fishing
made possible by
the new canoes led to a population
increase and large, permanent coastal
and island settlements.>” In addition,
more inland camps and larger inland
vilages are evident. The tomols also
allowed the evolution of exchange
systems between the islands and the
mainland.%8

For hunting and defense, the bow and
arrow replaced the atlatl and dart around
1,500 years ago.%?

Between 1,100 and 700 years ago, two
long droughts affected much of southern
California, the Great Basin and rest of the
Southwest. Warfare among the Chumash
increased at this time because of
competition over scarce resources.¢0

Some researchers hypothesize that the
complexity of Chumash society increased

The tomol or plank canoe was a significant advance that
allowed the Chumash to expand trade routes and exploit

marine food resources more effectively. (image courtesy of
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History)

between 4,500 and 2,000 years ago in
response to technological advances and
other changes occurring during this
period. Objects of “wealth” and status,
such as beads and ornaments, decorated
hairpins, and ritual items, appear in
considerably greater numbers in the
archaeological record.¢! Bead styles and
ornaments in burial lots changed during
this period as
well.62
However, the
extraordinarily
complex
sociopolitical
organization
found among
the Chumash
at the fime of
historic
contact does not fully emerge until later.¢3

The use of asphaltum on basketry and for
other uses greatly increased in the region
around 2000 BC. Archaeological
evidence for its use includes pieces of
asphaltum with basketry impressions,
tarring pebbles, and cobbles with stains of
asphaltum.¢4 Asphaltum had other uses
besides basketry, e.g., to adhere stone
projectile points onto arrow foreshafts and
to glue ornaments onto objects as an
inlay.é>

Late Period (800 BP-1769 AD)

During the Late Period from 800 years ago
until missionization, two-thirds of the
Chumash people lived near the coast,
although settlements were also found in
oak woodland communities. The size of
the settlements increased, and larger
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houses became more common.sé

A fully developed Canalino culture,
named by Rogers, is evident during this
time, with highly stylized baskets, tools,
hopper mortars, effigies, whistles, points,
tarring pebbles, bifaces, planked canoes,
and steatite artifacts.s” There was also a
marked change from earlier periods in
artifact styles, bead types, and
ornaments. Storage of food became
more pronounced along with complex
wealth redistributions. Chumash of high-
status had store houses for food, and most
houses probably maintained storage
baskets.s8

Marine fishing remained a major part of
Chumash subsistence. Sardines taken
with nets were particularly important.
Hunting of land animals and gathering of
wild plants including acorns and various
seeds continued to supplement the
marine diet. Growth of seed-bearing
plants was promoted through selective
burning.¢?

Use of shell-bead money, produced
mostly on the Northern Channel Islands,
indicates the increased importance of
trade among Chumash communities to
buffer local shortfalls of wild food
resources. Warfare resulting from trespass
in hunting-gathering-fishing territories was
also prevalent at the time of European
contact.”’0 Spanish accounts from the
18th century contain many references to
warfare among the Chumash. The
archaeological evidence of violence
dates back at least to the Middle Period.”!
Many factors could cause warfare
including witchcraft, territorial
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infingement, and social infractions such
as adultery. It is also known that raiding
parties from the Central Valley and
possibly from the desert ventured into
Chumash territory.

The Chumash social system became
complex and hierarchical during this
period. Positions were often determined
by heredity.”2 All the major villages had
several head men and one Chief. The
positions could be inherited by daughters
or sisters but were usually passed to a
male relative.”3 These chiefs could preside
over ceremonies, regulate behavior,
redistribute wealth, own canoes, conftrol
disagreements, initiate warfare, settle
disputes, determine sanctions against
those who committed a crime, and
enforce boundary disputes.’4 The chiefs
were in control of most of the wealth and
resources, but they were required to
distribute the resources amongst the tribe.
Specialized positions such as canoe
builders had additional status because of
their control of tfrade with the Islands.

Chumash villages were often well
organized and neatly laid out. Spanish
explorers spoke favorably of the structures
that the Chumash built including their
houses, which were hemispherical and
covered with thatch, grass, or tules.”s The
house interiors were spacious, with bunks
and dividers as well as floor mats. Many
houses were quite large and could hold
40 to 70 people, possibly including large
extended families or families of the chiefs,
similar to the communal houses of the
Central Valley Yokuts and Northern
Pomo.7¢
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Complex rituals and ceremonies occurred
within villages, including a form of
mourning ceremony. The use of a pipe for
a rain-making ceremony is known as well
as the use of charms.””  Artfifacts were
often used to maintain economic,
political, and religious subsystems.”8

A religious or ceremonial plaza was
located in most villages. This fenced-in
areq, with a staked shrine in the middle,
was usually in or near the center of a
vilage and was used for ritual dancing
and perhaps as a worship location to their
deity Sup.

Shamans (priests) were important
members of Chumash society. Besides
being looked to for healing and for
leading ceremonies and special events,
shamans also created dramatic and
distinctive rock art. These stylized, mulfi-
colored and multi-layered rock paintings
represent one of the most distinctive
aspects of Chumash culture. Believed by
some anthropologists to have been
painted by the ‘antap, a powerful cult of
Chumash shamans, the paintings may
represent symbols of mythic figures,
natural phenomena, and abstract
concepts. The specific meaning of
individual paintings remains unknown.
Some believe rock-art sites represent
shrines or sacred spots because of their
locations. They may have been
associated with ceremonies that involved
the use of hallucinogenic plants such as
toloache or Jimson Weed.”? One of the
best preserved of these rock art sites is
found at Chumash Painted Cave State
Historic Park in the San Marcos Pass above
Santa Barbara.go

Little else is known about Chumash
religion as practiced prior fo contact with
Europeans.8! A few of their fraditions have
survived and continue to be practiced
today by some Chumash descendents.

Proto-Historic Period (1542-1769)

The addition to the archaeological record
of ethnographic data such as European
explorers’ diaries, mission records, and
early inferviews with surviving Chumash
descendents has helped archaeologists
and anthropologists recognize and define
Chumash culture and lifeways during the
Proto-Historic (1542-1769) and Historic
(1769-today) Periods. Recent scholarship
such as that of Dr. Lynn Gamble provides
compilation of numerous citations from
early Spanish accounts that describe
Chumash villages at the fime of initial
contact.82

(The word “Chumash” was not chosen
until 1891 by early California linguist John
W. Powell, from the word used by the
Coastal Chumash for the inhabitants of
Santa Cruz and Santa Rosa Islands. The
Barbareno Chumash word for themselves
was Wal-wa-ren-na,83 although this native
word is not generally used today.)

At the tfime of first contact with Spanish
colonial explorers, the Chumash
population is estimated to have been at
18,000 to 20,000 people.84The effects of
European diseases on the Chumash
people, especially in the Proto-historic
Period, cannot be fully discerned, so this
population figure may be inaccurate,
even too low for these periods.

During this fime the Chumash occupied
an area from present-day San Luis Obispo
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The Chumash village of Mishopshnow was located near the mouth of what is now called
Carpinteria Creek. Soldiers of the Portol4 expedition called the place “La Carpinteria” (The
Carpenter Shop) when they saw Chumash men building plank canoes on the beach.

to Malibu and from the coast to the
Carrizo Plain. This area has been further
divided into linguistic/geographic dialect
areas. The Barbareno Chumash occupied
the coastal strip from Point Conception to
Punta Gorda in Ventura County, including
today’s Carpinteria State Beach.8s

The first Europeans to sail intfo the Santa
Barbara Channel and view the
Carpinteria coast were the men of the
Spanish exploratory voyage led by Juan
Rodriguez Cabrillo. In 1542, Cabirillo visited
many points along the coast and the
Channel Islands while noting the names of
the Chumash villages. At one point during
the expedition, Cabirillo’s ships anchored
offshore of the Chumash village of
Mishopshnow at present-day Carpinteria
State Beach. Men from the village
paddled out to the ships in plank canoes
to trade with the Spaniards. Cabrillo
noted that the canoes held approxi-
mately 12 men and that asphaltum had
been used to seal the canoes’ seams.8¢

He and his men were generally impressed
with the cultural advancement of the
Chumash compared with that of other
Indian groups they had encountered.

In 1602, Sebastidn Vizcaino, ordered by
the Spanish Viceroy to undertake a
detailed mapping of the California coast,
explored and named the Santa Barbara
Channel. He also reported encountering
friendly Indians in plank canoes.

Historic Period (1769-Present)

In 1769, Gaspar de Portold explored the
Santa Barbara coast on his land
expedition to locate Monterey Bay.
Portold, his Lieutenant Pedro Fages,
Engineer Miguel Constansé, and Father
Juan Crespi, the expedition’s priest, were
impressed with the Chumash they met as
other explorers before them had been.
Fages noted that the Chumash were “of
good disposition, affable, liberal, and
friendly foward the Spaniard.”®” These
men wrote narratives of the customs and
appearance of the Chumash, including
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those at Mishopshnow, which the soldiers
of the expedition named La Carpinteria
(Carpenter Shop), after they observed
several plank canoes being constructed
on the beach near what is now called
Carpinteria Creek.88 Accounts from the
Portold expedition indicate that
Mishopshnow had 38 houses.8? Fr. Crespi
also made note of the tar seeps next to
the beach.?¢

In 1774, Portold’s coastal route was
followed by the first of two expeditions led
by Juan Bautista de Anza, who had been
ordered to establish an overland route to
Alta California from Mexico. Anza traveled
from Tubac in present-day Arizona to
Monterey Bay and then returned in May
of the same year. Diary entries from Anza
briefly describe the journey between
Santa Barbara and Point Conception:

Monday, April 11.-Shortly after
sunrise | set out in the same
direction, passing among many
docile heathen. Toward the end of
the afternoon, having journeyed
sixteen leagues, | halted for the
night on this side of the Rio de la
Carpinteria, and of the first village
of the Channel of Santa Barbara.

Tuesday, April 12.-At six o'clock |
contfinued along this channel
towards the west, until | arrived at
this side of the village of
Mestletlitdn [modern-day Goletq],
having fraveled sixteen leagues.

Wednesday, April 13.-Along the
same channel and in the same
westward direction | made fifteen

leagues today, halting very close
to the village of Los Pedernales.?!

The following day, the expedition reached
Point Conception, whereupon Anza
provided descriptions of the Native
Americans living along the route:

All of this channel is thickly
populated with heathen, who are
more numerous than | have seen
in any place between the
Colorado River and here. Like most
of the heathen they go naked.
They are robust and tall, and are
fairly well armed with bow and
arrow, both of which are small,
and they are very timid. They live
close together, for each town
consists of forty houses or more,
which they make round like a half
orange. They are much given to
trade and to industry, in which
respect their equal will not be
found in their class of heathen.

Many occupy themselves in
building their launches and in
making the necessary equipment
for them. They make them with
two prows, from thirty-six to forty
palms long, and of corresponding
width. All are made of more than
twelve pieces, but so well joined,
seamed, and calked that they do
not leak. They make them so light
that two persons carry them with
little difficulty. The tools with which
they build them are of flint, with
which | saw them making them,
and | even bought some. And |
was forced to admire both their
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ingenuity and their patience. In
each village they have fifteen or
twenty canoes in use and in each
one they were making not less
than from seven to ten new ones.

Many other persons occupy
themselves in working stones, from
which they make vessels for
cooking. They hollow them out
with such perfection that it
appears as if done with a wheel,
and this not only with small pieces,
but with large ones and of
different forms, of which likewise |
bought some from them, as well as
others made of wood or of hard
timber, like oak and madrono
[possibly the madrone free
(Arbutus menziesii)]. Their women
cooperate equally in these tasks,
and especially in making what we
call coritas, which they use for
various purposes, and of which |
had never seen finer specimens.
All the Indians make them, since
the materials of which they
construct them are not found in
other regions.

In their launches, with which the
sea is covered nearly all day,
engaged in fishing with hooks
made of shell but as perfectly
fashioned as those made of iron,
these people go to the islands
which are to the south of them,
some of which | believe must be
distant four or five leagues. | have
seen in accounts the estimates
which they made of these
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inhabitants of the channel, and
they reach eight or ten thousand
souls, and in these figures they do
not include those who live on the
islands or on the mainland at some
distance. But of those recognized
as Channel Indians it does not
seem to me there are so many. All
the lands which they occupy are
as fertile and beautiful as the
regions independent of this
channel, and the sight of them is
certainly a recreation, especially
to one who has withessed the
extreme sterility along the Gulf of
California, where there are neither
frees nor even useless herbs to be
seen, while here, on the contrary,
fields as verdant as they are
flower-covered touch the very
waters of the sea.??

During Anza's second expedition to Alta
Californiain 1776, the expedition’s priest
and chronicler, Father Pedro Font, again
noted the canoe construction and the
use of asphaltum at Mishopshnow that
had been described by earlier
expediftions.?3

A few years later, Fr. Francisco Palou, a
Franciscan missionary who served with
Junipero Serra in California, noted that the
Chumash seemed “extremely intelligent
and skillful.”74

Although the Chumash were much
admired by early European explorers and
settlers in comparison with other California
Indian groups, contact with Europeans led
to dramatic and unalterable changes in
the lifeways of the Chumash.?>
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Spain’s effort to colonize Alta California
began in earnest with the establishment
of a system of missions, including five in
Chumash territory: San Luis Obispo in 1772,
San Buenaventura in 1782, Santa Barbara
in 1786, La Purisima in 1787, and finally
Santa Ynezin 1804. Also in 1782, Spain
established a military settlement or
presidio in Santa Barbara. The Carpinteria
area was placed under the control of
Mission Santa Barbara following that
mission's establishment.?s

By the early 1800s, most of the Chumash
people had been integrated into the
mission system except those who had
moved to the mountains and inland
valleys. The Spanish missionaries’ aim was
to teach the Chumash new agricultural
techniques, including stock raising, and
other trades suitable for initially
developing and maintaining the mission
system and eventually equipping the
Chumash to leave the missions and
create self-sustaining communities within
the new Spanish colonial society in Alta
California.?”

One issue still being debated by scholars is
whether the Chumash culture was in
decline before the Spanish mission system
altered their traditional lifestyle.?® Some
archaeological evidence indicates that
many villages were already abandoned
by 1769. It is unclear yet what the cause
of this decline might have been. Clearly
some previously noted villages were
abandoned around 1770 while others had
been built.?? Others postulate that the
abandonments could represent a
population shift.’1%® There were at least 30

Chumash villages along the Santa
Barbara coast in 1770101, and Kroeber
listed 41 in the late 19th century with
significantly fewer inland.’02 Some scholars
argue that resources near villages were
overexploited.193 Still others propose that
early contact with explorers as well as
trade with Indians from the Southwest and
Mexico had already introduced diseases
detfrimental to the natives in the Proto-
Historic Period. Other researchers have
hypothesized some cultural factor, or
environmental factors'%4 and/or increased
warfare with neighbors'0> were factors
that contributed to the population
declines.

An important difference between Pre-
Contact Chumash and Mission Period
Chumash might be described as “quality
of life.” Pre-Contact people probably
had a more varied and healthier diet, had
less sickness, and doubtless more
freedom.'%¢ In addition, early accounts
speak well of the Chumash’ adaptation to
their environment.107

Consequently, insurrections and other
acts of defiance by the Chumash during
the early mission period were uncommon.
The revolts at the local missions of La
Purisima, Santa Barbara, and Santa Ines,
which occurred in 1824, followed a
decade of deteriorating conditions in the
territory, triggered in part by the decade-
long Mexican War for Independence from
Spain that isolated frontier Alta California
until its conclusion in 1821.

Mexican troops, assisted by the
missionaries and local Californios,
regained control of the Channel Coast
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missions shortly after the rebellion of 1824,
but the change to the new Mexican
Republican government in California
infroduced new factors to further weaken
the struggling mission system. Whereas
during the Spanish Colonial Period all
lands were technically owned by the
Crown or the Church, new Mexican laws
supporting private property ownership
and increasing secular control of the
territory sped the dismantling of the
missions and their support systems for the
Chumash.

These new ‘“revolutionary ideals” of
Mexican Republicanism enabled and
encouraged Mexican Californios to seek
private land grants (ranchos), many
carved from the best of the former mission
grazing lands on which to raise cattle for
the newly legalized commercial trade
with foreign nations. Trade with foreign
ships had been illegal during the Spanish
Period. Cattle ranching to produce hides
and tallow soon became the economic
mainstay for much of California during this
period. The fine leather hides from
California cattle were in demand and
traded for new consumer goods from
England and the United States. For the
most part, this trade was carried on locally
in the various coves along the Channel
Coast, including Refugio, Gaviota, and
Cojo. In addition to hides, foreign goods
were exchanged for tallow and sea otter
pelfs.

A growing upper class of Californios
(gente de razon) sought to obtain more of
the mission lands for their private use and
profit. The need for large fracts of land to
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feed the growing herds increased the
demand to make the valuable mission
lands available and hastened the original
colonial plans to eventually disband the
mission system. Finally in 1834, after
several years of political struggle,
Governor José Figueroa issued a
proclamation to secularize the missions
and allow for the redistribution of their
lands and property. After this, the Mexican
government quickly moved to redistribute
the former mission lands to private
individuals, a practice that continued until
the American occupation of California
began in 1846.

Following secularization, most Chumash
still at the missions were suddenly
“released” from where they had lived for
most or all of their lives and were left to
seek work as hired hands, house servants,
and tenants on the new ranchos. Their
lack of status in the new society left them
open to exploitation by their employers.
Faced with the general disruption of their
former lives at the missions, many
succumbed to iliness, alcoholism, and
prostitution.198 The few Chumash who
were still attempting to preserve their
native lifeways had already left the area
and were living elsewhere, many in the
Tejon areq.19?

During this period, the Carpinteria Valley
was divided into two rancho land grants.
The land west of Carpinteria Creek,
formerly under the control of the Santa
Barbara Mission, was divided into large
tracts and given to several families from
the Santa Barbara Pueblo. East of
Carpinteria Creek, the land became part
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of Rancho El Rincon granted by Governor
José Castro to Teodoro Arellanes on
October 1, 1835. Arellanes and his
neighbors confinued to live on these
fertile coastal lands through the closing
years of the Mexican Republic.

American Period

The fransition of California from Mexican
Republic territory to American state was
brief and dramatic. United States military
forces occupied California during the
Mexican-American War that began
in1846. In 1848, as part of the Treaty of
Guadalupe-Hidalgo, which ended the
war, the U.S. purchased Alta California
and much of the Southwest from Mexico.
Discovery of gold in northern California in
1848 triggered the rush in 1849 that soon
brought more than 100,000 fortune
seekers into the northern part of what
became in 1850 the 31st state in the
Union.

The social and economic effects of this
rapid Americanization of California
significantly altered the lives and
livelihoods of the Mexican Californios and
the dwindling number of Native American
residents. Although these impacts were
felt less rapidly in Southern California,
legal, social and economic changes
made it increasingly challenging for many
Californios to hold onto their lands and

property.

One of the challenges the Americans
established was the California Land Act of
1851, which required all Mexican grant
landholders to prove clear title to their
lands. Thus in 1852, Arellanes was required
to file a petition to confirm his title to the

4,469-acres of land granted to him by the
Mexican government. His petition was
procedurally rejected the following year.
Arellanes and his family appealed this
decision to the U.S. Supreme Court, and
finally nineteen years later in1872, their
claim was cleared. Arellanes and his heirs
split the land into smaller parcels, which
were eventually sold—in some cases to
help pay the debts of the long legal
fight.112

Although many Southern California
rancho owners had profited from selling
cattle during the Gold Rush of the 1850s,
this profitable period quickly ended. One
of the key causes was the prolonged
drought of the late 1850s and early 1860s.
Many rancheros were ruined when their
entire herds starved for lack of feed and
also as beef prices plummeted during the
Civil War. These large land holders were
soon unable to pay their property taxes
and many sold off their lands for as little as
25 cents an acre.

New American settlers took advantage of
the depressed land prices. Stephen
Olmstead, a farmer by trade and
regarded as the first American to settle in
Carpinteria, purchased the land west of
Carpinteria Creek from various owners
and began growing beans, grains, and
potatoes on his newly acquired land.110

Asphalt Mining

In contrast to agricultural uses that had
tended to preserve the area’s rural
environment, commercial exploitation of
the petroleum resources in the vicinity of
present-day Carpinteria State Beach
triggered the area’s first significant
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development. In 1857, seven years after
California became a state, one of the first
large-scale attempts to mine tar seeps in
California began at Carpinteria. Charles
Morrell, a druggist from San Francisco,
built “extensive works, well equipped with
cast iron retorts, in which the crude
material was refined by distillation, and oll
produced; but for some reason not
known, the enterprise was a failure.”1

In 1861, under the direction of the state
legislature, the California State Geological
Survey Party, led by J.D. Whitney, mapped
the asphalt deposits at Carpinteria.!’2
Whitney described the asphalt deposit
along the Carpinteria coast as follows:

The shales are highly bituminous
where the outcrop strikes the sea
three miles southeast of
Carpinteria and large quantities of
tarry asphaltum flows from them.
For a mile or more along the shore,
the banks abound with it and

22

Conchas Asphalt Mine, east of Carpinteria
Creek.* Products coming from the
refinery were marketed as “Alcatraz
Asphalt.” The mine was called Las
Conchas (“The Shells”) because of the
large quantity of clam, mussel, and other
marine shell overburden, six to eight feet
deep, that needed to be removed prior
to mining. This shell overburden, in all
likelihood midden material from the site of
the former Chumash village of
Mishopshnow, was removed by hydraulic
washing.!15

The Las Conchas Mine deposit was
described as a body of bituminized sands
covering 75 acres and measuring 25 feet
thick. Mining was accomplished by
digging vertical shafts, which would fill
with liquid asphalt. The asphalt/sand
mixture was then removed with hot
spades and put into carts that were
hauled by a cable to the upper floor of
the refinery. The bituminous sands were

it saturates the beach sand
as it flows into the seaq.

Several attempts to mine the
asphalt deposits soon followed.
In 1875, the Crushed Rock and
Asphaltum Company of San
Francisco began mining
operations on land leased from
Stephen Olmstead and Dr. H.M.
Biggs, west of Carpinteria
Creek.113

In 1891, the California Petroleum
and Asphalt Company of San
Francisco established the
Alcatraz Refinery and Las

Before asphalt mining could begin at Carpinteria, powerful
jets of water had to remove several feet of shell-laden
midden material left from centuries of occupation by the
Chumash Indians. (Image courtesy of Carpinteria Valley Museum of History)
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1891 to 1912. It produced high-grade asphalt that was used to

pave streets from San Francisco to Omaha, Nebraska. (image
courtesy of Carpinteria Valley Museum of History)

dumped into a mixer to break up the
lumps and then into large vats of boiling
water which would separate the thick
black tar or maltha (intermediate
between asphalt and petroleum) from the
sand, as the maltha floated and the sand
sank. The sand was then sent through a
flume to its point of discharge. The maltha
flowed from the surface of the water
through a flume to a tank, where it was
pumped into another storage tank at a
higher elevation. From this storage tank,
the maltha ran by gravity into two refining
kettles where it was heated, starting at
100 degrees Fahrenheit and finishing at
240 degrees Fahrenheit, driving off vapors
and lighter oils. The refined maltha, called
flux, was carried by pipes to a mixing
department where it was mixed with
asphaltum from the La Patera mine. The
refined asphaltum was then transported
by a steam-jacketed pipe into a barreling
tank and then finally into barrels.116

A coopers shop at the
refinery made the barrels
that were filled with the
asphaltum and then
shipped by rail or by sea
from the Smith Brother's
Wharf at Serena, north of
Carpinteria. The refinery
could produce 75 tons of
refined asphaltum in a 24-
hour period. Products of
the refinery were
available in three grades;
rock asphalt (60%
bitumen), liquid asphalt
(pure bitumen), and
asphalt paving cement (a
combination of rock and liquid asphalt).11”

According to information provided in an
1895 company pamphlet, titled “Alcatraz
Asphalt and Its Uses,” the “Alcatraz
Asphalt” was vastly superior to the asphalt
that came from the island of Trinidad in
the Caribbean. “Alcatraz Asphalt” had a
greater bitumen content, which required
no flux or residuum oil to be added to the
product, thus increasing its adhesive
properties and strength. Numerous letters
of support from city officials, testimonials
from assay offices, and private businesses
from across the U.S supported these
claims. “Alcatraz Asphalt” was used to
pave streets from San Francisco to
Omaha, line reservoirs and canals,
waterproof cellars and basements, coat
iron and steel pipes, and for roofing. It
was also made into fuel briquettes,
printer’s ink, paints, and varnishes .18
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Published accounts by local historians
vary greatly as to the number of people
employed by the mine and refinery.
Some historians suggest 40 men worked at
the mine while others have suggested
over 600 men were employed. The
varying numbers probably reflect different
periods during the history of the mine.
Housing and a dining room/cafeteria
were built near the refinery and several
saloons were started west of the
operation along Linden Avenue to serve
the miners. No historical maps or archival
research indicate that workers of the mine
and refinery lived within what is now
Carpinteria State Beach.?

At the turn of the century, the Las
Conchas Mine and Alcatraz Refinery
started to decline, and by 1903 the works
were abandoned. The California
Petroleum and Asphalt Company
forfeited their claim in December 1905 for
failure to pay license taxes. In 1909,
Andrew Sattler reopened the Las
Conchas Mine and refinery

24

1912, the mine and refinery closed
permanently. The asphalt pit filled with
water from rain, the ocean, and run-off
creating a small, brackish pond.
Archaeologist D.B. Rogers’ 1929 map of
the area depicts a false lagoon aft the site
of the asphalt pits. The pond became a
popular, local duck hunting area. Local
residents and park visitors also used some
of the abandoned pits as a tfrash dump
startfing around 1929. Laterin 1948, the
State Parks Department filled in and
capped the asphalt pit and mined area
and constructed campground facilities
above.120

Historically, the Las Conchas Mine and
refinery covered nearly six acres. At the
present time, the only structures known to
remain of this site are part of the
(wooden) asphalt retaining wall used to
keep seawater out of the mining
operations and two brick ovens that
miners used in heating their shovels,

to supply asphalt to the
Santa Barbara County
Roads Department. The
Guarantee Oil Company
then acquired a lease on
the Las Conchas Mine and
refinery. Inifially, the
company planned to bring
asphalt from the Midway
fields in Kern County to the
refinery but an easier
method of tfransportation for
the Midway asphalt was
found and the Carpinteria
refinery was abandoned. In

At its peak, the Alcatraz Refinery, located between the Las
Conchas Mine and Carpinteria Creek, could produce 75 tons of
high-grade asphaltum in 24 hours. (Image courtesy of Carpinteria Valley
Museum of History)
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century. Exploratory
wells were drilled near
seepages, in an
attempt to locate
productive and viable
oil deposits. Several
wells were drilled along
the Carpinteria coast,
including several at
what would become
Carpinteria State
Beach.124

il et

In 1901, the Columbian

Miners lived in small cabins near the asphalt mine and refinery. As
many as 600 men were employed by the operation. Some of the euca-
lyptus trees in this photo still stand north of Santa Rosa Campground.

(Image courtesy of Carpinteria Valley Museum of History)

located between Santa Rosa and San
Miguel Campgrounds.'2!

Both the Las Conchas Mine Site (CA-SBA-
3735H) and the historic dump site (CA-
SBA-3763H) are recorded and protected
archaeological sites that reflect local and
statewide significance for California.!22
They are considered to be potentially
eligible to the National or California
Registers of Historic Places. As such, the
City of Carpinteria has recognized the
significance of the sites, listing them
together as City Historic Landmark
Number 6.123

Oil Exploration

In addition to asphalt mining, oil
production in Southern California was an
important industry that helped bring
wealth and development to the region.
Production began in Santa Barbara
County around the start of the twentieth

Oil and Asphalt Refining
Company drilled a
1,100-feet deep well on
a flat close to the
beach, west of
Carpinteria Creek. Between 1930 and
1939, six additional wells were drilled within
Carpinteria State Beach boundaries.
None of these wells was productive and
all were closed by the 1940s.125

A cement ring used as a platform for a
tank footing located in the extreme
southeast corner of Carpinteria State
Beach represents the remains of one of
these oil wells (CA-SBA-3734H). The G.A.
McDonald well dug in 1931 to a depth of
1,024 feet is located approximately 20
feet south of this platform. Although it is
not a site considered to be eligible for the
National or State Registers of Historic
Places, it does represent the region’s
participation in the oil industry.126

Carpinteria Beach Auto Camp

In the early 20th Century the resource
extractive activities along Carpinteria’s
beach began to give way to new
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recreational uses. National trends for
growing urban populations yearning to
get "Back to Nature,” the advent of the
40 hour work week and the subsequent
growth of leisure and vacation time, and
the personal freedom brought about by
affordable automobiles helped fuel the
desire for automobile-accessible
recreational destinations and facilities.
The construction of the Pacific Coast
Highway made Southern California’s
beaches attractive and easy to get to for
local and regional visitors alike. The
demand became such that from 1912 to
1921, motorists regularly camped along
the Santa Barbara County coast in
undeveloped campsites without any
services. Local leaders and boosters such
as the Better Beach Commission of
Carpinteria outlined a plan for bringing
motorists to “their” beach east of Linden
Avenue in the hope that if the motorists
camped there they would buy groceries,
supplies, and gas from local merchants.

In 1912, the Southern Pacific Railroad said
it would cooperate with Carpinteria
citizens in the creation of a park south of
the railroad. Additionally in 1912, local
businessman A. Stretch circulated a
petition asking the County Board of
Supervisors to stock the beach with Pismo
clams as it would help attract visitors to
the area. The Board of Supervisors
approved the petition, some confessing
that they had used horses with plows to
harvest clams in their youth, selfishly over-
harvesting the local supply.

In 1922, Thomas Fish and his sisters opened
the Carpinteria Beach Auto Camp. An
advertisement and postcard for the
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@A Sheltered, Comfortable Resort
Camp on the Beach @

——————=
Early advertisement for the Carpinteria

Beach Auto Camp (Image courtesy of
Carpinteria Valley Museum of History)

camp stated that it was a “Fine Safe
Bathing Beach” as it had modern
plumbing, porcelain laundry tfrays, mussels
for eating, a grocery store, gas for
cooking, artesian water, bathing suit
rental, and beautiful views.”2” The Auto
Camp became the key attraction that
civic boosters used to promote
Carpinteria as the “World's Safest Beach.”

Cerca del Mar Clubhouse & Pier

In 1927, several Carpinteria residents led
by Edward Coyle organized The
Carpinteria Beach Improvement
Company, with W.J. Richards as the
manager and Carpinteria residents as
stockholders. The organizers envisioned a
clubhouse and a pier that would serve as
an ocean retreat for affluent guests
coming from the cities of Ventura,
Hollywood, and Los Angeles.

The Cerca del Mar clubhouse was built
east of Carpinteria Creek and west of the
asphalt mining area by a Santa Barbara
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contractor with the last name of Whitaker.
The cost of the building was approxi-
mately $200,000. The extravagant two-
story clubhouse included a ballroom, a
dining room that could seat150 people, a
lounge with a fireplace, a kitchen, and
dressing rooms with lockers. The ballroom
was offset from the dining room and
kitchen and measured 80 feet by 100 feet.
The east wing included the dining room,
kitchen, and lounge and measured 90
feet by 184 feet. A two-decked veranda
extended across the ocean side of the
Mediterranean-Revival-style structure. The
club officially opened on August 28, 1928.
Club membership was by invitation only at
$100 per family and dinners were $1.25
per person. The club was closed after the
Improvement Company filed for
bankruptcy following Edward Coyle's
deathin 1929. The building remained
unoccupied although it was occasionally
used for local meetings and for school
dances.'28

28

In 1932, Santa Barbara County and the
State of California acquired the building
and adjacent pier as part of the new
Carpinteria State Beach. A year later,
repairs to the club house were included in
improvements made by work crews
funded by New Deal recovery programs.
During World War |l, soldiers of the U.S.
Army Coast Artillery recovering from
battle fatigue were billeted in the
clubhouse. In 1946, the building was
leased for boys and girls camps. In 1948,
State Parks directed the State Division of
Architecture to raze the ballroom and
remodel the rest of the building to house
the park’s headquarters, restrooms, a
beach concession and residences for
park employees. The building was
completely demolished in 1972.127

A pier had been constructed between
the clubhouse and Carpinteria Creek.
People used the pier to fish for sea bass,
perch, and halibut. Initially, construction
plans called for a T-shaped pier that
would extend 1,000 feet from the beach.
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The Cerca del Mar Clubhouse and pier quickly became popular

recreational attractions when they opened in 1928. A year later
the club closed, although the building continued to be used.
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However, the pier was never finished to
that shape or length because of the
bankruptcy of the Improvement
Company and death of Edward Coyle.
When demolished in 1972 it was
approximately 200 feet long.130

Carpinteria State Beach

In 1927, legislation created the California
Division of Beaches and Parks to manage
state-owned park properties. The
following year, California voters passed a
State Park Bond to fund acquisition of new
parks. On February 18, 1932, as the Great
Depression entered its third year, the State
and Santa Barbara County acquired
parcels totaling 21.20 acres east of
Carpinteria Creek that included the
Cerca del Mar building and pier to create
Carpinteria State Beach. The initial
purchase price was $106,010; the State
and County split the cost as required by
the State Park Bond Act.

During the next few years, the County
worked with Beaches and Parks to make
initial public-use improvements by
funneling New Deal economic recovery
program funds to the park. State
Emergency Relief Administration and Civil
Works Administration crews made up of
unemployed local men repaired the Circa
del Mar building, installed a new water
system, developed a new “bath house,”
and improved access and parking. 131

In 1939, Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC)
enrollees from La Purisima Mission State
Historic Monument were transferred to
Carpinteria State Beach where they set
up a spike camp to accomplish
additional improvement projects.’32 They

A California State Park Ranger assists campers

at Carpinteria State Beach in 1952.
(Image ©California State Parks Photo Archives)

constructed parking areas; service
buildings; a day-use area with picnic
tables, benches, and stoves; comfort
stations; campground facilities, including
tables, benches, stoves, and cupboards;
a water supply system; park perimeter
fencing; lagoon bulkheads; and a
custodian residence.!33 As was typical of
the State Parks’ CCC program, the
enrollees used National Park Service plans
to guide the work. Many of the materials
for the new facilities were donated by
local merchants and citizens.

The State Park Commission formally
opened the new facilities on June 2, 1939.
Public enthusiasm for the opening was
dampened by the State Legislature’s
decision to begin charging fees for use of
the facilities for the first fime. Charges

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretation Master Plan



included "“picnicking 25 cents a car per
day; parking 25 cents; fishing 25 cents;
organization groups 5 cents per person
per day; barbeque groups 5 cents per
person or 25 cents per car."”134

Improvement work continued and in 1941
the State Park Commission formally
opened the first state-developed
campground facilities at Carpinteria State
Beach.135

None of the New Deal/CCC improve-
ments remain in the park following major
redevelopment projects that were
undertaken in the 1950s and 1970s.
During World War Il, the U.S. Coast Guard
occupied the park and was in charge of
patrolling the area.’3¢ Following the war,
the Circa del Mar building was leased for
boys and girls camps.137

To meet the growing demand for
recreational facilities in post-war
California, additional acreage was added
to the park. In 1948, the State bought an

1952
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additional 16.88 acres east of the original
purchase for $106,000. 20,000 cubic yards
of sand were brought in to fill the asphalt
mine and dump area to create space for
development of additional recreational
facilities. In the same year, the
Department built two residences, two
comfort stations, three combination
restroom/shower buildings, an office, two
utility buildings, and two picnic shelters.!38

In 1959, as the park's campgrounds
continued to fill to capacity during the
summer seasons, approximately eight
acres of beach frontage and the 42 acres
between Linden Avenue and Carpinteria
Creek were added to the park.13?

During the 1950s and 1960s little additional
development took place. However, the
State acquired another 17.6 acres
bringing the total size of the park to 51.26
acres. A general plan was developed in
the late 1960s to guide future
development,14!

Although styles of vehicles and recreational equipment change, camping has always been a popular
activity at Carpinteria State Beach. (Image ©California State Parks Photo Archives)
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In 2000, the Department acquired two
acres of land along the northern park
boundary between Linden and Palm
Avenues that had been declared surplus
by the Union Pacific Railroad Company.
Plans for the property call for the
construction of a children’s interpretive
play areaq, a bioswale and a pedestrian
trail linking Linden Avenue with the park at
Palm Avenue and points east.

Carpinteria State Beach has been touted
as the “World's Safest Beach” since at
least the early 1920s, and it has long been
a popular beach and unit of the State
Park System. From June 30, 1959 to June
30, 1960, more than half a million people
visited the park. By 1987, annual
attendance was approaching one million
visitors making it one of the most popular
State Park units of ifs size.

Today, the park features four developed
campgrounds named for the four main
Channel Islands: Anacapa, Santa Cruz,

Santa Rosa, and San Miguel. Amenities
include a recreational vehicle dump
station, recreational vehicle hookups,
picnic area, restrooms, showers, and a
visitor center. People come to the park to
enjoy swimming, fishing, wildlife viewing
(seals, seal lions, and gray whales), tide
pooling, surfing, walking, bicycling, and
camping.'42

As it approaches the 80th anniversary of
its establishment in 2011, Carpinteria State
Beach continues to be a significant
regional resource and a source of civic
pride for the community of Carpinteria.

Recreational Assets

As a recreational unit whose activities are
oriented toward the beach and ocean,
Carpinteria State Beach offers an
excellent place for sunbathing,
beachcombing, and general beach play,
although the asphaltum that frequently
washes up on the sand causes an
inconvenience to visitors.143

The condifions created by a
natural reef found just offshore
along much of the unit as well as
the effect of the Northern Channel
Islands to reduce the energy of the
predominant northwesterly ocean
swells create an ideal environment
for safe swimming and water-
oriented activities in the summer
months.

The reef attracts abundant marine
life, making the area a popular
surf-fishing spot and also atftractive
for scuba diving, although normal
underwater visibility is somewhat
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limited. The waves are surfed mainly by
local enthusiasts and are considered
routine. Good surfing is reported
downcoast from the unit near the
Chevron U.S.A., Inc. pier, and further
south, Rincon Point is a location famous
among surfing enthusiasts.144

Camping and picnicking are other
popular activities at the unit. Overnight
facilities are the major development at
the State Beach. Some of the R.V.
campground sites are fully-contained and
available for recreational vehicles, tents,
and walk-ins.145

Other popular recreational activities
enjoyed by visitors to the park include
bicycling, walking, surfing, skateboarding,
and fishing. In addition, many visitors take
advantage of the proximity of city
services such as shops, restaurants, and a
movie theater.14¢

The park’s recreational resources in a
setting that has remained relatively
unchanged for decades combined with
the city’s small-town atmosphere and
amenities are a powerful attraction for the
park’s visitors.

Related Resources and Interpretation

Numerous resources are available and
should be utilized when planning
interpretation and education services for
Carpinteria State Beach:

e Cadlifornia State Parks Northern and
Southern Service Centers

e California State Parks Photographic
Archives

e Cadlifornia State Parks Interpretation

32

and Education Division
e Carpinteria Valley Museum of History
e Carpinteria Salt Marsh Park and
Preserve
e Carpinteria Seal Rookery Volunteers
e Carpinteria Creek Foundation
e Santa Barbara Museum of Natural
History
e Santa Barbara Sea Center
e Santa Barbara Botanical Garden
e Santa Barbara Zoo
e Santa Barbara Maritime Museum
e Channel lslands National Park (CINP)
Ventura Harbor Visitor Center
Island Naturalist Volunteers
e Island Packers — CINP Concessionaire,
Ventura Harbor
e Channel Islands National Marine
Sanctuary
Santa Barbara Harbor
Channel Islands Harbor (Oxnard)
e City of San Buenaventura
Olivas Adobe - City of Ventura
Albinger Archaeological Museum
e Ventura County Museum of History &
Art
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Existing Interpretation Planning
Documents

Interpretive Collections

Visitor Orientation

Interpretive Facilities and Media
Personal Interpretive Programs
Interpretive Special Events

B efore the interpretation program at
Carpinteria State Beach can be
improved, it is necessary to identify
existing conditions. This chapter provides
a detailed overview of the current status
of interpretation at the park.

Existing Interpretation Planning

Documents

This Interpretation Master Plan for
Carpinteria State Beach builds upon two
key planning documents. Excerpts from
these documents that relate to the park’s
interpretive program follow.

General Plan (1979)

The General Plan for Carpinteria State
Beach states that the park “has an array
of resources with good interpretive
potential. Foremost among these are the
recreation potential and the geology -
the formation and composition of asphalt
and its historical use by the Chumash
Indians; industry and tar mining activities;
and the importance of the fossils
preserved in the asphalt.”

4 Current Status of Interpretation

The Declaration of Purpose states that the
unit's archaeological and paleontological
resources “will be preserved and
interpreted....”

The Declaration of Resource Management
Policy requires in part that the high
paleontological and cultural significance
of the existing asphalt seeps be
interpreted and that “recreational and
interpretive uses of the area that do not
detract from, diminish, or harm the natural
or cultural values™ are to be encouraged.

Among the recommendations listed for

the park’s facilities are these:
“Expand the visitor center to
accommodate increased displays and
programs for local interpretation.
Provide interpretive panels in the unit’s
downcoast portion because of the
area’s particular significance in
paleontology and Chumash history.”

“Interpretation [in the day-use ared]
will be in the form of display panels
illustrating the historical and
archaeological significance of the
area. The panels will be placed at the
general areas of importance.”

The following interpretive methods are
listed:
“Brochures on subjects of interest....
These should be colorful brochures,
focusing on the natural and cultural
features”
“Interpretive walks”
“Campfire programs including audio-

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretation Master Plan



visual presentations”

“Ranger-led “exploration” walks and
demonstration workshops”

“Outdoor interpretive panels, exhibits,
and displays”

“Additional exhibits and programs to
be housed in the interpretive/visitor
center”

“The use of ‘whale flags' during whale
migration season to let visitors know
that whales have been sighted”
“Junior Ranger program”

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretive
Prospectus (1979)

Excerptfs:

“In developing an interpretive program for
Carpinteria State Beach, several methods
and media can suitably be employed.
Orientation information, brochures, flags,
panels, displays, audio-visual presenta-
tions, personalized services, and other
interpretive programs should all be utilized
to enhance the visitor's appreciation and
enjoyment of the unit.”

“Effective visitor programs which can be
appropriately used at Carpinteria State
Beach are demonstrations, guided walks,
campfire presentations, and youth
programs.”

“The maijority of visitor activities at the
State Beach revolve around ocean-
oriented recreational pursuits; therefore,
safety is a primary interpretive [topic] for
the unit.”

“Community involvement can be
encouraged by publicizing these activities
in local newspapers and inviting residents
to attend the...programs.”
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“Considerable emphasis should be
placed on programs for the young
visitors...."

“The expansion of the visitor center to
accommodate increased interpretive
programming and displays would greatly
benefit the unit. This could be done by
providing nearby protected outdoor
exhibit space.... The construction of
outdoor display areas...would create
increased interpretive space which would
serve to house important displays as well
as provide room for the expansion of
subjects such as Pleistocene fossils and
the Chumash Indians.”

Related Documents

Other documents relating to the planning
and delivery of interpretive services at
Carpinteria State Beach include the
following:

All Visitors Welcome

Aiming for Excellence

Department Administrative Manual
Department Operations Manual
Carpinteria SB Resource Inventory

City of Carpinteria General Plan/Local
Coastal Plan (2003)

Channel Islands National Marine
Sanctuary Final Management Plan (2009)
Channel Islands National Park General
Management Plan (1985)

Interpretive Collections

Carpinteria State Beach maintains a small
group of interpretive collections in the
park visitor center. A few archaeological
objects and one paleontological
specimen are displayed in two small cases

Current Status of Interpretation
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and are part of an interpretive exhibit that
appears to date to 1977. Several
groundstones are also on display on the
floor near this exhibit. A collection of live
animals is part of the visitor center
tidepool exhibit. A variety of interpretive
collections are stored in a park office
closet. One specimen case and one small
plastic bin contain material possibly
associated with the Chumash culture.
Another box of material contains assorted
bottles and debris possibly associated with
an historic trash site located in the park.

All of the archaeological and paleontol-
ogy material appears to be in stable
condifion with a few exceptions: the
seven groundstones on exhibit are
vulnerable (located on the floor without
any protective covering) and one of the
charmstones displayed in the small case
has slipped from its support (and is now
resting against the other charmstone).

The live animals in the tidepool exhibit are
not to be handled by park visitors. Water
and filter changing is completed monthly,
and lights are set on a timer to provide an
optimal environment.

Two natural history specimens, a bobcat
and a barn owl, are displayed next to a
papier-mdché cave, out of the general
public’'s reach. These natural specimens
appear to be in stable condition,
although displayed uncovered. The
preparation method used on these
specimens is unknown. The bobcat is a
poor example of a natural history
specimen. s facial appearance is
inaccurate, and seems to convey the

features of a cartoon character, with
exaggerated arched eyebrows, bulging
glassy eyes, and an unnatural grin.

Museum records exist for the three objects
that were transferred to the park in 1977.
No object numbers or museum records
have been located for any of the other
collections.

Visitor Orientation

A map of existing conditions, including
visitor access and circulation, is found on
page 52 (Figure 6). As this map shows,
visitors enter Carpinteria State Beach at
several primary locations:

* The south end of Linden Avenue,
known as Linden Square

* The Linden Avenue enfrance (day-
use areaq)

e The northwest corner of the park,
which is the site for a new
interpretive facility called Tomol
Interpretive Play Area

* Palm Avenue and the park
enfrance station

* East end of park at Jellybowl

Visitor orientation within Carpinteria State
Beach is complicated by a somewhat
confusing circulation design that has
been recognized for several years. The
main entrance to the park is at the
southern end of Palm Avenue in the City
of Carpinteria. Palm Avenue is also
designated as State Route 224, and is
reached by City streets from U.S. 101.
Visitors can also enter the park’s day-use
area from Linden Avenue.
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Visitors driving into the park via Palm
Avenue arrive at the park’s entrance
station. The enfrance road divides into
two lanes at this location, one of which is
normally closed to traffic but can be
opened when incoming volume
demands.

From the entrance station, visitors can turn
right into Anacapa Campground,
proceed straight ahead to enter the
park’s day-use area or to exit the park at
Linden Avenue, or follow the road to the
left, which takes them to Santa Cruz
Campground or into the eastern half of
the park.

Anacapa and Santa Cruz Campgrounds
are laid out in a traditional way with
developed campsites and related parking
sifuated adjacent to loop roads.

Enroute to the eastern half of the park,
visitors can exit back onto Palm Avenue
via an unstaffed exit or continue to Santa
Rosa and San Miguel Campgrounds,
which are located east of Carpinteria
Creek. Two small parking areas are also
located in this area of the park at Tarpits
and Jellybowl.

Santa Rosa and San Miguel Camp-
grounds were constructed in the late
1960s-early 1970s and were primarily
designed to provide recreational vehicle
camping. Campsite spaces are narrow
and immediately adjacent to one
another, creating a feeling of congestion
in these two areas.

All four campgrounds are marked by small
signs at the entrance to each.
The park’s primary interpretive space
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consists of a small office/visitor center with
adjacent campfire center and Junior
Ranger activity area located near
Anacapa Campground. This complex is
blocked from the rest of the park by
mature vegetation, which makes it
difficult for most visitors to find it.
Installation of various directional signs has
been only marginally successful in
correcting this deficiency. The complex is
accessible by vehicle only from “outside”
the main part of the park and parking
there is limited to four spaces.

At the entfrance station, a large, hand-
painted map of the park is mounted on
the front wall below the registration
windows. Though faded, it provides one
of the primary orientation tools available
to visitors upon their arrival. In addition,
park staff distributes a single-sheet map of
the park to the majority of campers. A
full-color brochure, which includes a map
of the park, is also available on request.
Both of these resources are also available
on the department’s website.

The department’s general “California
State Parks Map” is also available at the
park and online. No additional
orientation mayps or other aids exist in the
park.

Interpretive Facilities

Figure 6 identifies the park’s existing
interpretive facilities. The Visitor Center
Complex contains a small visitor center,
an amphitheater/campfire center, and a
Junior Ranger activity area known as
“Kids’ Cove” (See page 40).
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Colorful interpretive panels are housed
in exhibit shelters located throughout
the park. They interpret the park’s
resources to visitors in a way that is
intended to support and reinforce the
park’s interpretive themes. A planning
matrix that shows the relationship
between the themes and the panels

is found in Figure 7.

Other interpretive facilities include a
native plant garden located at the
enfrance to the Visitor Center and bulletin
boards located on several of the park’s
resfrooms.

Interpretive panels help visitors better appreciate
the special qualities of Carpinteria State Beach.
New panels and shelters are scheduled to replace
the aging ones in 2009.

A new interpretive facility, the Tomol

Interpretive Play Area, will be located at Personal Interpretive Programs

the northwest corner of the park. It will .
Interpretive programs presented at

.combme. a chilaren’s play oreg with Carpinteria State Beach currently include
interpretive themes expressed in the . . .
evening campfire programs, Junior

various play structures, landscaping, and
. . . Ranger programs, school programs and
interpretive panels and is scheduled to . o .

similar activities (see Appendix B)

be completed in 2010.

Campfire Programs
Interpretive Media Park staff, volunteers, and guest speakers

Interpretive media currently in use at or present a variety of programs at the

describing Carpinteria State Beach campfire center, primarily during fhe
include: summer months from late May through

early September. Programs feature topics
Brochures ,

related to the park’s natural, cultural and
e Free park brochure .

recreational resources as well as other
e Campground map handout

. An orientation map of the park topics related to the park’s interpretive

mounted on the entrance station fhemes.
* FErasable message boards used at the Junior Ranger Programs
enfrance station Junior Ranger programs for children ages
e California State Parks Map 7 to 12 are offered by park staff and
e California State Parks website volunteers from June through August.
* Video: “Carpinteria” by Russ Christoff Most of these programs are held or begin

at Kid's Cove, an activity area on the
west side of the visitor center. These
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Visitor Center Complex

A small building (right) houses the
park’s visitor center and offices. Rot
and termites affect the wood portions
of the structure.

Though limited in area, the visitor
center (right center) has potential to
provide a quality orientation for park
visitors.

The Junior Ranger activity area,
“Kids’ Cove,” (below) is located
next to the visitor center building.

Campfire programs are conducted in
the amphitheater (bottom photo).

Amphitheater
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A salt-water aquarium
with live tidepool
animals is a popular
exhibit in the visitor

| center, but it is more
than 15 years old and
does not meet
accessibility standards.

Current Status of Interpretation



California State Park employees and volunteers
provide personal interpretation programs to park
visitors, including these Junior Rangers.

programs follow the statewide model for
Junior Rangers. Most are presented by
the park’s seasonal interpreter and Camp
Hosts with rangers and lifeguards also
occasionally presenting programs.

In addition to Junior
Rangers, the park
also offers programs
for children ages 3 to
7. These "“Pre-Junior
Rangers” are
normally presented
at the campfire
center and are designed to infroduce
small children and their parents to the
park’s natural and cultural resources. In
recent years, most of the Pre-Junior
Ranger programs have been presented
by Camp Hosts.

Children attending both Junior Rangers
and Pre-Junior Rangers are almost

exclusively from the park’s campgrounds.
School Programs - In-Park

Interpretive programs presented to
schools take place primarily during the
spring months when minus tides expose
the intertidal reef and make tidepool
exploration possible. Such ftrips frequently
start at the park’s visitor center where
students are oriented to the tidepool
exhibit. The number of such programs has
declined over recent years as the cost of
field trips has risen and as teachers have
less time for out-of-class activities.

School Programs - Out-of-Park

This type of program, once presented by
park staff several times during a typical
school year, is no longer offered primarily
because of cufts in staffing.

Safety talks by Lifeguard staff

Park lifeguards present brief (30-minute)
safety talks to school and other groups at
the park to alert them to beach and
ocean hazards.

Roving Interpretation

During some minus tides when the
intertidal reef is exposed, park staff and
Camp Hosts conduct roving interpretive
contacts with visitors as they explore the
tidepools. These contacts are intended to
increase visitor knowledge and
appreciation of the fidepools and also to
reduce negative impacts from illegal
removal of species and from careless
behavior in the intertidal area.

Informal Interpretation

Rangers, Maintenance Workers,
Lifeguards, seasonal employees and
Camp Hosts have brief interpretive
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discussions with visitors in the course of
their other duties. These informal
interpretive contacts are an important
part of the visitor experience at
Carpinteria State Beach.

Other Activities for Children and Their

Families

Children in
® d Nature
ﬂ, Children and
sl their families
U\Chldren | o
e Mnnaturg | encouraged
to explore

nature in their own neighborhoods with
colorful on-line resources that they can
download as part of California State
Parks’ “Children in Nature Campaign”
that seeks to reconnect children with the
natural world.

Litter
Getters
The Litter
Getter
Program
encour-
ages

children
to become stewards of their environment
by picking up litter around their campsites
and in the park. Colorful stickers, a poster
and other awards are presented to
children to encourage and reward their
efforts.
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Interpretive Special Events

Interpretive special events are only
occasionally held at Carpinteria State
Beach, mostly by non-park groups. These
include such activities as astronomy
workshops presented by local amateur
astronomers. A special event featuring
local astronomers, held in Linden Field in
April 2009, drew 1,200 people.

While other special events are held at the
park, most are not considered interpretive
in nature.

Current Status of Interpretation
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Interpretive Themes O

Carpinteria State Beach is a unique
coastal community, rich in natural,
cultural, and recreational resources to oo | o e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
be enjoyed and appreciated today
and protected for future generations.

Unifying
Theme

Carpinteria State Beach marks the site
of the settlement of Mishopshnow
where the Chumash people
developed a complex culture closely
tied to their coastal and marine
environments.

Human use of the natural resources of
the Santa Barbara coastal zone,
particularly asphaltum, is a major
thread that runs through the history of . e |- . d .
Carpinteria State Beach, from
Chumash canoes to asphalt mines to
off-shore oil platforms.

The coastal environment at
Carpinteria State Beach, with its
diverse community of living things, is . o | . . . . . . o | o . . . . . . .
continually exposed to stresses from
natural and human sources.

Primary Themes

The unique and complex features of
the earth’s surface underlying

Carpinteria State Beach have . .
significantly shaped each human
culture that has developed here.

Fossils found in the vicinity of
Carpinteria State Beach reveal the
surprising and dramatic story of the
park’s prehistoric past.

Today'’s visitors to Carpinteria State
Beach enjoy a tradition of ocean-

oriented recreation stretching over * ) * * * * ’ * * * * * ’ * * * * *
thousands of years.

Carpinteria State Beach is part of a

unique ecological community that . ol . . . . . . . ol . U . . . . .

includes the Channel Islands and the
Santa Barbara Channel.

Carpinteria State Beach and the City
of Carpinteria form a closely-knit . . . . . . . . . .
coastal community rich in fradition.
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Interpretive Significance, Mission, & Vision

California State Parks Mission
Declaration of Purpose
Interpretive Significance

Mission of Interpretation
Vision for Interpretation

California State Parks Mission

The Mission of California State Parks is to
provide for the health, inspiration, and
education of the people of California by
helping to preserve the state’s
extraordinary biological diversity,
protecting its most valued natural and
cultural resources, and creating
opportunities for high-quality outdoor
recreation.

Declaration of Purpose

In 1979, the State Park Commission
adopted the General Plan for Carpinteria
State Beach that included the following
Declaration of Purpose:

Carpinteria State Beach was established
for the public enjoyment of the sandy
ocean beach and its ocean-oriented
recreational values. Archaeological
values in the unit are to be preserved,
studied, reported on, and interpreted for
public use and enjoyment. Paleontologi-
cal resources which may exist in the unit
are to be preserved and interpreted as
well.

Any appropriate outdoor recreational

activities can be provided in the unit as
long as they do not impair the ocean
beach and the marine, archaeological,
and paleontological resources. The
relationship of the state beach to the City
of Carpinteria and to the city’s
environment will be recognized in all
activities authorized, planned, developed,
and operated in the unit.

Interpretive Significance

While established primarily because of its
outstanding recreational resources,
Carpinteria State Beach also possesses
high interpretive significance because of
the natural, cultural, and aesthetic
resources it contains. Interpretation at the
park focuses on these resources with
important connections to geographically,
culturally, and thematically related
resources beyond the park boundaries
that enhance interpretation of the park.

Important natural resources for
interpretation at Carpinteria State Beach
include the coastal dunes, Carpinteria
Creek including a small lagoon at the
creek’s mouth, the sandy beach, the
natural asphalt deposits, the area’s
paleontological resources, and an
intertidal and subtidal reef system located
immediately adjacent to the park’s
southeastern boundary. As part of a
larger regional environment, the park is
also linked to the resources of the Santa
Barbara Channel, the Northern Channel
Islands, and the Transverse Ranges.

Interpretive Significance, Mission and Vision
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Important natural resource stories at
Carpinteria State Beach include harbor
seal natural history, threats and recovery
hopes of the steelhead trout, the
importance of the Pacific Flyway for
migratory birds, the annual migration of
monarch butterflies, rocky intertidal and
sandy beach ecology, the interconnect-
edness of the park to the rest of the
regional environment, particularly the
Santa Barbara Channel, and the impacts
of human activities on the natural
environment through the years.

Human use of the natural resources of the
Santa Barbara coastal zone, particularly
its petroleum resources, provides a strong
interpretive thread that ties together the
important cultural stories at Carpinteria
State Beach. These stories include the
lifeways of the Chumash Indians centered
on the village of Mishopshnow, the visit in
1769 by the Portold expedition during
which the area received the name “La
Carpinteria,” the asphalt mining industry
of the late 19" and early 20th centuries,
and the continuing exploitation of the
area’s petroleum resources to the present
time. Another important cultural story
involves the growing importance of the
area’s recreational resources beginning in
the early 20th century.

Aesthetic resources that may be included
in interpretation include vistas of the
ocean and northern Channel Islands, the
cool marine air, coastal sunsets, the
sounds of breaking ocean waves, barking
seals and calling sea birds, and the
increasingly rare small-town traditional
atmosphere visitors experience at

Carpinteria State Beach.

Beach- and ocean-oriented recreation,
including swimming, surfing, beach-
combing, fishing, tidepool exploration,
and scuba diving, as well as other
recreational activities such as picnicking,
camping, hiking, and bicycling in the park
and on the local trail network, are among
the recreational stories which deserve to
be interpreted.

Mission of Interpretation

The mission of interpretation at Carpinteria
State Beach is to create a positive
connection between park visitors and the
diverse natural, cultural, aesthetic, and
recreational resources of southeastern
Santa Barbara County from the Northern
Channel Islands to the southern slopes of
the Santa Ynez Mountains.

VISION FOR INTERPRETATION

High-quality, enjoyable, and
relevant interpretive services
delivered by park staff, volunteers,
concessions, and community
members at Carpinteria State
Beach and via remote media, will
expand visitors’ knowledge of the
geology, plants, animals and
people of the southeastern Santa
Barbara coastal area, enhance
the quality of their recreational
experience, improve their safety
while at the park, and increase
their appreciation of their role as
stewards of the region’s resources.

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretation Master Plan



Interpretive Direction

Interpretation Goals & Guidelines
Interpretation Themes

Interpretive Periods
Scope of Collections Statement

The previous chapter described the
Interpretive Significance, Mission and
Vision of Carpinteria State Beach. This
chapter defines broad Interpretation
Goals and Guidelines, presents the park’s
primary and secondary Interpretive
Themes and Periods, and introduces the
park’s Scope of Collections Statement.
Taken together, these elements provide
the foundation on which the park’s
interpretation program will be built.

Interpretation Goals & Guidelines

Through a series of workshops and
meetings with stakeholders, staff and
volunteers, existing conditions and needs
as well as possible future interpretation
opportunities were identified, helping to
inform the following Goals and Guidelines.

The Goals are broad, overall conditions
this plan is directed to achieve. The
Guidelines are general directions or
restrictions that should be kept in mind
when accomplishing the Goals. Both are
grouped into several broad categories
that relate to the park’s overall program
of interpretive services.
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SPIRIT OF PLACE

Goal I: Interpretation will provide for the
public understanding, appreciation, and
enjoyment of the quailities that define the
unique spirit of place found at Carpinteria
State Beach.

Guidelines:
Express the park’s unique spirit of
place in its interpretive services.

Support and encourage
interpretive activities that promote
the park’s significant cultural,
natural, aesthetic and recreational
resources and regional importance
to enhance the visitor experience.

e Tell significant stories associated
with the park using museum
collections and other interpretive
objects in compliance with
Department policies.

RESOURCES

Goal ll: Interpretation will illuminate the
significant resources of Carpinteria State
Beach so that visitors understand why the
park is a valuable natural, cultural, and
recreational landscape.

Guidelines:

e Preserve and interpret the personal
stories and experiences of the
people associated with the area’s
history.

o Use non-intrusive interpretive
techniques to minimize impacts
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around sensitive and fragile
resources, complementing the
surrounding open space or cultural
landscape.

Interpret the park’s landscape as a
cultural expression of its history, and
the park’s cultural history as a

human response to the landscape.

Minimize modern intrusions that
take away from the interpretive
experience in the park.

Interpret the restoration of
disturbed cultural and natural
landscapes.

CONNECTIONS

Godal lil: Interpretation will encourage
visitors o make meaningful and personal
connections with the park’s resources.

Guidelines:

Create spaces throughout the park
that foster personal reflection.

Create an environment that will
enable visitors to find their own
values in the compelling stories of
the park.

Interpret how cultures have used or
developed technologies to exploit
area resources, resulting in
changes to the environment.

Interpret how the environment has
shaped the cultures of the people
who lived in the vicinity of the park.

Interpret specific ways that global
climate change may affect park
resources and measures that visitors
can take that may help reduce
climate change.

e Create special activities year-round
tied to the park’s natural history,
history and/or cultural traditions.

e Explore the possibility of establishing
an environmental living/studies
program to enhance learning
among school age children.

STEWARDSHIP
Goal IV: Interpretation will inspire people
to practice stewardship of the resources
of Carpinteria State Beach.

Guidelines:

e Create opportunities for visitors to
learn how to protect natural and
cultural resources within the park
and within their daily lives.

e Encourage visitors to safely pursue
compatible uses of the park.

e Inferpret the relationships between
people and the park’s listed
endangered or threatened
species.

e Promote understanding of why
protection is needed for sensitive
natural and cultural resources.

e Create opportunities for public
involvement in park programs.

e Strive to achieve park manage-
ment goals for public safety, land
use, critical resources, human
impacts, resource management
strategies, and other issues through
interpretation.

UNIVERSAL ACCESS
Goal V: Interpretive services will be
accessible to all visitors.

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretation Master Plan



Guidelines:

e Offerinterpretive facilities,
programming, and services that
respond to people who have
visual, hearing, mobility, or other
special needs.

e |dentify implementation methods
to remove barriers to language,
education, and economic class
during interpretive planning and
development phases.

e Develop training programs that
support “All Visitors Welcome” and
department accessibility policies at
park interpretive programs.

FACILITIES

Goal VI: Park facilities, both existing and
future, will support the delivery of
interpretive services.

Guidelines:

e Place wayside exhibits at strategic
points where visitors can
immediately connect with
significant park resources.

e Consider adaptive uses of existing
buildings to expand available
space for interpretation.

e Provide adequate storage space
for interpretive objects and
program supplies.

e Ensure adequate work space for
interpretive staff and docents.

e Develop interpretive spaces/
facilities in the park to provide
permanent and/or temporary
exhibit spaces for highlighting the
park’s resources.
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e Provide spaces for flexible modes
of interpretation and education,
such as for plays, poetry readings,
lectures, musical performances, art
exhibits, festivals, cultural events,
and workshops.

e Ensure that the appearance and
locating of regulatory, informa-
tional, and interpretive signage are
treated holistically in order to
preserve the park’s spirit of place,
minimize impacts to the resources,
and maximize effectiveness of
message delivery.

e Use portable facilities, such as
interpretive discovery carts and
interpretive concession carts to
increase the flexibility and mobility
of interpretive services.

PROGRAMMING

Goal VII: Interpretive programming will be
visible, readily available, entertaining,
and educational.

Guidelines:

e Develop a variety of entertaining,
innovative interpretive services to
capture the attention of and
involve visitors of all ages.

e Whenever practical, utilize
permanent and seasonal staff,
volunteer docents, and
concessionaires to deliver
interpretative programming.

DIVERSE AUDIENCES

Goal VIII: Interpretation will reach diverse
audiences, including those that have
been traditionally underserved.
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Guidelines:

e Provide meaningful interpretation
that incorporates multiple
perspectives, including those of
park visitors.

e Offer multi-sensory, multi-lingual
interpretive opportunities in a
variety of locations and settings
throughout the park.

e Develop interpretive facilities and
programs to encourage the public
to share cultures, experiences,
perspectives and histories related
to the park.

e Encourage cultural organizations to
develop park interpretive programs
in the park, emphasizing the
contributions of ethnic and cultural
groups.

e Encourage interpretive outreach to
community groups.

e Work with different community
aroups and park stakeholders to
develop programs and events that
will draw diverse audiences to the
park.

CAPACITY BUILDING

Goal IX: The capacity of Carpinteria State
Beach to provide high-quality interpretive
services will be continually strengthened.

Guidelines:

e Ensure that interpretive presenters
have access to fraining and
Department resources such as
Aiming for Excellence, All Visitors
Welcome, etc.

Create opportunities for ongoing
research, capturing new
information about the area’s
resources and historic events or
traditions that might be interpreted.

Coordinate the interpretation of
local resources through
collaborative partnerships with
other interpretation and education
providers.

Develop programs aligned with the
state’s educational standards as
well as partnerships with local
schools, youth groups, colleges
and universities to interpret the
park’s significant resources.

Provide ongoing interpretive and
resource learning opportunities for
park staff, docents, and
concessionaires.

Evaluate traditional, new, and
innovative technologies and
techniques to determine the most
effective methods for communi-
cating messages in the park’s
interpretive and educational
programs and facilities.

Acquire and maintain museum
collections for the park to 1)
preserve original elements of the
cultural and natural environments;
2) preserve documentation of
people, events, cultural features, or
natural features central to its
purpose; and 3) support the
interpretation of important themes.

Manage collections in accordance with
the policies and procedures
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e outlined in the Department’s
Operations Manual.

e Update the park’s Scope of
Collections Statement as needed,
for example when previously
unknown important resources are
discovered, new collection needs
are defined, or Department
collections policy is revised.

e Support and encourage
appropriate interpretive
concession services that help to
promote a better understanding of
the park’s resources.

LONG-TERM PLANNING

Goal X: The interpretive program at
Carpinteria State Beach will employ long-
term planning to guide interpretation and
education at the park and in the region.

Guidelines:

e Develop planning documents
necessary to direct future
interpretive development, i.e.,
specific project and program
plans.

e Adjust the park’s interpretive and
educational programs to keep
pace with changes in the park’s
resources, facilities, and/or visitor
demographics.

e Use interpretive teams to develop
or update interpretive plans and
related reports.

e Monitor changes in visitor and
management interests in
interpretfive programming to
determine the most effective way
to allocate resources and staff.

52

e Share resources and exchange
ideas with other parks and
institutions having related themes
and resources.

e Seekregular input from educators
about the effectiveness of the
park’s interpretive and educational
programming.

Interpretive Themes

Themes are essential to the development
of effective interpretive services. Themes
express basic concepts about significant
resources through single, complete, easily
remembered statements. The use of
themes helps differentiate interpretation
from simple entertainment or instruction.
Themes are a valuable tool for interpreters
to use when developing new programs
and they help visitors better grasp and
remember the interpretive messages
being conveyed.

The Interpretive Prospectus and General
Plan for Carpinteria State Beach, both
written more than 30 years ago, identified
the following primary and secondary
interpretive themes:

Primary: Ocean-Beach Ecology, Geology,
and the Formulation of the Pleistocene
Fossils; the Chumash Culture; and Ocean-
Oriented Recreation and Safety.
Secondary: Local Industrial Development,
and the Channel Islands.

Today these “themes” are considered to
be general topics rather than specific
themes. The following themes, based on
these original “themes,"” are designed to
improve the interpretation of the
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resources to which they relate.

In addition, a new Unifying Theme has
been developed. The park’s primary and
secondary themes relate to and support
this overarching concept, which should
be reflected in all of the park’s interpretive
messages.

UNIFYING THEME

Carpinteria State Beach is part of a
unique coastal community, rich in
recreational, natural, and cultural
resources to be enjoyed today
and protected for future
generations.

Primary Themes

* Carpinteria State Beach marks the site
of the settlement of Mishopshnow
where the Chumash people
developed a complex culture closely
tied to the coastal and marine
environments.

* Human use of the natural resources of
the Santa Barbara coastal zone,
particularly asphaltum, is a major
thread that runs through the history of
Carpinteria State Beach, from
Chumash canoes to asphalt mines to
off-shore oil platforms.

* The coastal environment at Carpinteria
State Beach, with its diverse
community of living things, is
confinually exposed to stresses from a
variety of sources, both natural and
human.

* The unique and complex features of
the earth’s surface underlying
Carpinteria State Beach have

significantly shaped each human
culture that has developed here.

* Fossils found in the vicinity of
Carpinteria State Beach reveal the
dramatic story of the park’s prehistoric
past.

* Today'’s visitors to Carpinteria State
Beach enjoy a tradition of ocean-
oriented recreation stretching over
thousands of years.

Secondary Themes

e Carpinteria State Beach is an
inseparable part of a unique
ecological community that includes
the Channel Islands and the Santa
Barbara Channel.

Carpinteria State Beach and the City
of Carpinteria form a closely-knit
coastal community that is rich in
tradition.

Interpretive Periods

Part of the interpretive significance of
Carpinteria State Beach lies in the scope
of its natural and cultural stories. This
scope makes it impractical to identify a
single interpretive period for the park.
Instead, three primary interpretive periods,
each linked to a significant part of the
park’s history have been identified.

Pleistocene Epoch

o This interpretive period covers the time
during which the area’s paleontologi-
cal resources, i.e., its plant and animal
fossils, were formed in the asphaltum
pits that existed in the area at the time.
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Chumash Period, 3,200 BC - 1834 AD

American Period 1857 AD - Present

* Asphalt Mining, 1857 - 1912

* Qil exploration, 1901 -1940s

* Recreation (Carpinteria Beach Auto
Camp, Circa del Mar Club, and
Carpinteria State Beach), 1912 -
present

Scope of Collections Statement

Interpretive collections contribute to the
park’s sense of place and include items
original to a site or other objects that
support the interpretive themes.
Collections can influence and sometimes
define the direction of an interpretive
project.
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The collections at the Carpinteria State
Beach can be divided into four major
categories: archaeological materials,
natural history specimens, paleontology
specimens, and live animals. These
collections primarily support the park’s
interpretive themes associated with the
area’s Chumash culture and with the
nearby tidepool ecological community.

This Interpretation Master Plan includes a
Scope of Collections Statement that
describes the objects in the collections
and provides recommendations for
improving overall collections
management (Appendices C and D).

Figure 7. Interpretation Guidelines, Goals, Objectives and Strategies

The improvement effort identified in this Plan is built on
guidelines, goals, objectives and strategies.

Goals are the destination to which you're traveling. They're
the big picture, the overall condition you want to achieve.
Goals are identified in Chapter 5 and again in Chapter 9.

Guidelines are the tracks that keep you headed in the right
direction by defining the direction and setting restrictions on
how to achieve your goals.

Objectives are like the schedule that identifies the stops
along the way to achieving your goal. Objectives are
measurable. They're found in Chapter 9 and also in
Chapter 10 where they are called Recommendations.

Strategies are like the engine that powers you along the
way. They're the specific actions that will be needed to
stay on schedule and reach your destination. Strategies are
found in Chapter 11 where they are listed as the tasks that
make up the Interpretation Action Plan.

For a complete list of the Goals, Objectives, and Strategies
for this Interpretation Master Plan, go to Chapter 9.
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Interpretive Considerations

Visitor Needs and Expectations
Circulation

Special Concerns
Interpretive Opportunities

S everal key factors need to be
considered before undertaking a
major improvement effort such as the one
described in this Interpretation Master
Plan. This chapter looks at those factors in
detail.

Visitor Needs and Expectations

AUDIENCE ANALYSIS

Present audience

Carpinteria State Beach has been open
to the public since 1932, providing a
place for visitors to relax and recreate.
Attendance figures dating to 1995 record
an average of nearly 850,000 park visitors
each year.! Roughly half of these visitors
come to the park for an overnight
camping experience. 42% of campers
surveyed stay 2-3 nights, while another
42% camp for 4-6 nights.2

More than half the day visitors surveyed
stayed at the park 12 o 4 hours. 3

Recent data indicate that 77% of park
visitors are families, with 71% of these
groups humbering 2 to 5. More than 80%
have been to the park before, and nearly
50% said the park was recommended to
them by others.4

Age-wise, 30% of visitors are below the
age of 25. 19% are 14 or younger. 44% are
between 35 and 60. 16% are 60 or older.5

67% of visitors surveyed are white/
Caucasian. 40% reported incomes
between $75,000 and $149,000.6

An equal percentage of visitors to
Carpinteria State Beach is coming from
the immediate vicinity (Santa Barbara
and Ventura counties) and from the Los
Angeles region. Visitors also come from
other states, including Washington,
Colorado, and New York, as well as from
countries such as Canada, Germany, and
the Netherlands.’

The primary activities of visitors at
Carpinteria State Beach are camping,
relaxing in the outdoors, walking for
pleasure, and beach play.8

65.7% felt that opportunities to learn about
the area’s history and natural environ-
ment were very important, but fewer than
half (41.5%) were very satisfied with the
current level of opportunities. 89% said
that preserving the park’s natural and
historical resources was very important,
35% reported exploring the tidepools, and
11% reported viewing the park’s wildlife.
These data indicate an interest in learning
about the park’s resources. But fewer
than 4% of visitors reported attending
formal interpretive programs offered at
the park. Only a slightly higher
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percentage (7.9%) visited

the Visitor Center.? Santa Barbara County
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Potential and Target
audiences

Carpinteria State Beach is
located in Santa Barbara
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County, an area known for
the preservation and
promotion of its Spanish-

and Mexican-era histories
within one of California’s

most affluent coastal
communities. Over the

years, park staff has

witnessed a variety of trends
that point to a changing visitor
demographic.’® One of the most
apparent is the increase in group
camping, expanding from what was more
commonly an individual family camp
experience during the 1970s and 1980s.
Although complete data does not exist,
another trend has been a decrease in the
number of participants to interpretive and
educational activities. Finally, visitors
coming to the park for day use appear to
be increasing in ethnic diversity.

In addition to these trends, data collected
from surveys and stakeholder meetings, as
well as input generated from meetings
with park staff and camp hosts, have
helped to identify four key potential and
target audiences:

e Latino populations

e School groups

e Neighbors and community
e Campers and day users

hMultirace

Ethnic group

Figure 8. By 2020, Latinos will make up more than half of the
population in Santa Barbara County. (Source: Calif. Dept. of Finance)

Latino populations

California’s population is becoming more
culturally and ethnically diverse. Census
data indicate that by the year 2020, 43%
of Californians will be Latino.!! Projections
for Santa Barbara County indicate that
Latino populations will surpass White
populations by 2020. For nearby Ventura
County, this shift will arrive as soon as
2010.'2 As census data and projections
show an increasing Latino presence in
California, survey results for Carpinteria
State Beach indicate that this ethnic
group is not among its current audience.
While 17% of visitors chose not to answer
the ethnic identity question, fewer than
10% who did answer identfified their
ethnicity as Hispanic or Latino.

Information gathered from stakeholders
further identified a potential audience as
Latino children and youth. Demographic
data provided by Carpinteria Girls, Inc.
indicate that 52% of the girls served are
Latina.’® One special education teacher
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reported that 60-65% of her students are
English as a Second Language (ESL)
Latino students. An after-school-programs
coordinator noted that the majority of the
students are Latino children who speak
English as a second language, although
there was no language barrier.

School groups

A combination of factors has resulted in
the reduction of school groups attending
programs at the park, the primary one
appearing to be a lack of park staff. As
recently as 15 years ago, school programs
were provided to students on a regular
basis. However, since 2000, staff has not
been as available to provide educational
programs. Additionally, a State Park
Interpreter | position has been vacant
since 2007. The number of requests
received from educators has also
declined during this period, reflecting a
national frend.

Educators contacted during preparation
of this plan were enthusiastic to be
involved with potential programming at
Carpinteria State Beach. One teacher
was looking forward to re-establishing a
dune restoration program at the park.
Science seemed to be one of the main
subject areas needing enrichment
opportunities. However, activities that
incorporated art, language, history and
math were seen as being potentially
appealing to elementary-level teachers.
While transportation was expressed as a
barrier to some school educators, one
local high school teacher reported that
this was not an issue, noting that she and
her classes often ride the Carpinteria

Shuttle.

Neighbors/Community

During a meeting with stakeholders in
February 2009, input regarding park
audiences revealed a concern that the
community was not aware of park
programs and activities. Stakeholders
expressed an interest in learning about,
attending, and contributing to interpretive
and educational programming. Ideas for
promoting park programs included a
newsletter, website updates, and notices
in local newspapers.

At a subsequent meeting with park staff
and camp hosts, some identified pros and
cons about inviting local residents to park
programs. One concern was that
residents occasionally object to having to
pay park entrance fees.

Campers

The park serves approximately 850,000
visitors annually, yet attendance at
interpretive programs has steadily
declined over the past decade
according to park staff. The self-
contained method of camping -
particularly campers with full hook-ups
and access to electronic media —
appears to curb the interest in what was
once a park tradition — the campfire
program.

In a survey conducted at the park, visitors
were asked to provide a reason why they
did not attend or plan to attend
educational/interpretive activities at the
park. Although the survey sampling was
small, 20% responded that they would

Carpinteria State Beach Interpretation Master Plan



have attended, but didn’'t know they
were offered. One of these respondents
noted in the additional comments section
of the survey to “Please publicize
programs.”14

Circulation

Currently, visitors arriving by vehicle enter
Carpinteria State Beach at two
entrances—from Palm Avenue and from
Linden Avenue (for the day-use areaq).

Pedestrians enter the park from several
uncontrolled access points throughout the
park. Some walk into the western part of
the park from adjacent residential areas
and from the city’s central business
district. Others park on city streets such as
Linden Avenue and Palm Avenue and
enter the park. Visitors enter the eastern
portion of the park from Calle Ocho or
from Tar Pits Park. Others enter at the west
end of the park, continuing their walk from
the city-owned beach (see Figure 6).

Special Concerns

NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
Numerous sensifive
natural and cultural
resources exist within or
adjacent to the
boundaries of
Carpinteria State
Beach. These resources
include archaeological
sites as well as sensitive
habitats, animals, and
plants. California State
Parks must ensure that
these resources are
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protected. Education and interpretation
should communicate issues of sensitivity
and promote protection of these
resources within the park.

Natural Environments

Endangered species known to live in or
visit the park include the steelhead trout,
California brown pelican, California least
tern, and western snowy plover, while the
California gray whale passes by the park
during its annual migrations. Interpretive
programs, facilities and media should
encourage the protection of all natural
resources.

Cultural Heritage

Carpinteria State Beach contains
significant cultural sites including portions
of the Chumash settlement of
Mishopshnow. Park staff should practice
cultural sensitivity when planning
interpretive services that involve the
Chumash culture by consulting with
representatives of the Chumash people
whenever appropriate and striving to
establish frust connections with this group.

W

Endangered species at Carpinteria State Beach include steelhead
trout (above), California brown pelican, California least tern, and
western snowy plover.
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Park staff should also be
familiar with and observe all
applicable laws, regulations
and department policies
pertaining to management,
protection, and interpretation
of cultural resources at
Carpinteria State Beach when
planning and developing
future interpretive services.

MODIFICATIONS TO BUILDINGS
OR SETTING

Carpinteria State Beach
possesses an increasingly rare sense of
place in California. Its extensive grassy
areas, large shade trees, coastal dunes,
and wide sandy beach combined with
the small-town feel of the adjacent
community create a simple, rustic
atmosphere that is one of the park’s prime
resources. Even its buildings, most of
which were constructed in the late 1960s,
contribute to this sense of place which,
once lost, would not be easily recaptured.

Large building complexes such as the
combined lifeguard headquarters/park
office/joint agency facility previously
identified in the Park Infrastructure
Database would not be consistent with
the effort to preserve the park’s setting.

Because of their age and condition, the
park’s interpretive facilities, including the
visitor center, campfire center, and
interpretive shelters are in need of
significant repairs or replacement. The
roof and related supports of the visitor
center show evidence of severe termite
damage and rot. Many of the

mestaa . B

o

Carpinteria State Beach possesses a rare sense of place that
should be preserved and enhanced.

interpretive shelters show similar damage
as does the projection screen housing at
the campfire center.

MULTI-CULTURAL CONSIDERATIONS
California State Parks serves diverse
audiences. Visitors represent many ethnic
and cultural groups as well as foreign
counftries. Interpreting cultural and even
natural resources to this diverse collection
of audiences may present interpreters
with potentially controversial issues.

This is particularly true at Carpinteria State
Beach where one of the park’s primary
cultural stories involves Native Americans.

Interpretive facilities and programs are
powerful media that may affect how
visitors view the ethnic groups associated
with these stories—not only as they existed
in the past, but also as they are perceived
today.

Interpretive services should promote an
understanding of and respect for belief
systems and historical points of view that
may be different from those held by most
visitors today.
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