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® Executive Summary

This Interpretive Plan for William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park’s Visitor Center
identifies essential elements and provides important resources and information
for producing effective interpretive exhibits. New displays in the Visitor Center
will replace provisional ones quickly fabricated for the opening of the building in
2006. Produced with few resources or time to do thorough research, they were
intended to be temporary from the outset.

The purpose of this plan is to support the development of a new interpretive
experience for visitors, docents, and staff to increase understanding of William B.
Ide and the Adobe Ranch at mid-19" century. Exhibits will capture the industry
and determination of the ranch’s early settlers, who faced many challenges and
adversities. William B. Ide will be featured as one of California’s important
figures, who personified the “pioneer spirit” typical of his time.

The January 1990 William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park General Plan has
directed park interpretation to take two approaches:

1. Interpret the lifestyle that Ide and other California pioneers would have
experienced between the years 1845 and c¢.1865 and

2. Present William B. Ide as an important figure in early California history
and to the development of this area.

In this plan, Mission and Vision Statements (page 6) have been crafted to identify
the overall interpretive direction for the park. In addition, specific Goals and
Objectives (pages 7-11) refine and shape the approach for the new Visitor Center
exhibits. The applicable California Department of Education’s Educational
Content Standards (pages 14-16) have been singled out in this document to help
ensure new exhibits have real educational value, relating to schools and their
uses of the park’s resources.

Themes (pages 12, 13, and 17) derived and updated from the General Plan will
serve to guide the Visitor Center’s content. It will be made clear to the public
through the exhibits that William B. Ide and his family never resided on this
property, but rather lived down river, below present-day Red Bluff. The exhibits
will emphasize the Primary Interpretive Period for the park, 1845-c.1865, while
also acknowledging the years before and after to provide interpretive context.
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Special concerns for the exhibits (pages 17-18) have been identified to ensure
they are addressed in the development of the exhibits. These include creating
accessible exhibits and media, protecting and preserving sensitive objects, and
supporting hands-on learning opportunities, among others. Visitors will move
counter-clockwise around the room to take advantage of the obvious path of
travel upon entering the building. The arrival area near the existing fireplace will
be visually connected to the exhibits. While not large, the space will provide
visitors an assembly and orientation area.

An adjacent contact counter will serve several purposes, with staff providing
greetings, information, park admission, and interpretive sales transactions.
Criteria for this space is detailed as Area 9 in the plan (pages 155-156), following
Exhibit Areas 1 through 8 addressed in the Content and Media section.

Within this plan, space has been allocated for each exhibit area as a percentage
of the Visitor Center’s available interpretive floor space—not the entire floor
area. These assignments reflect the relative importance placed on the various
themes. A chart reflecting them is on page 20.

Interpretive support and direction for each one of the eight exhibit areas is
provided in the form of the Space Allocation percentage, relevant Theme,
Interpretive Objectives, Background Information and/or Storyline (source
materials are footnoted), Interpretive Design Concepts/Proposed Media, and
Interpretive Objects and/or Graphics. Appendices present additional information
and serve as a resource for the development of the interpretive exhibits,
especially Areas 2, 5 and 6.

A comprehensive digital Graphics File, containing a significant number of images
for potential use in each exhibit area, is included as a part of this Interpretive
Plan as a set of CDs. Images contained in these files are for reference only.
Further reproduction of them will require the permission of the copyright owner.
Responsibility for obtaining all necessary permissions remains with the exhibit
developer.

Information about the Adobe Ranch and William B. Ide has been gathered in this
plan to satisfy not only the current needs for the Visitor Center’s new interpretive
exhibits, but also to support the interpretation by staff, docents, and volunteers.
The park has needed a ready reference since the State of California acquired the
property in 1951—just shy of the ranch’s 100" anniversary. Now nearly 60 years
since it has become a public trust, the William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park
Visitor Center Interpretive Plan offers a testament to the past and to the park’s
future.
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® Introduction

In 1846 William B. Ide wrote the proclamation that established the short-lived
California Bear Flag Republic, which lasted 22 days. Ide recognized the opportunities
available to him in the West. As a surveyor, miner, treasurer, district attorney,
deputy clerk, and judge, he provided support and leadership to this northern part of
California.

While William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park memorializes Ide’s role in early
California, historic research has shown he never owned this property, but rather had
built a home south of present-day Red Bluff. Like Ide, early settlers here at Bluffton
Ranch (also called Adobe Ranch) came to California envisioning new opportunities.
Facing a hardscrabble existence and taking risks, they used their pioneer skills to
transform the land.

Contrary to the quiet, rural impression the park leaves today, the ranch’s location
near the California-Oregon Road and adjacent to the Sacramento River (important
communication and transportation arteries) probably kept its residents well
connected. Spanish and Mexican explorers met well-established California Indians
along the valley’s rivers on their journeys. Before, during, and after the Gold Rush, a
succession of travelers on foot, pack-mule trains, freight wagons, herds of cattle and
sheep, and stagecoaches passed through the valley, as canoes and riverboats moved
up and down waterways. The influx of newcomers from around the world altered the
traditional lives of California’s Indians forever.

Depending upon the water’s depth in the mid-1850s, steamboats transported goods
and passengers to the most northerly navigable point on the river. From there, they
were off-loaded and transported to nearby communities and mining camps. In the
1860s, Adobe Ranch owners made the most of their location by establishing a ferry
across the Sacramento River. Travelers depended on this service as well as others up
and down the river to make their crossings safe and easy. The Adobe Ranch operation
was later relocated downriver to Red Bluff.

Today the park represents the hard work and skills required to maintain life away
from California’s urban centers in the mid-19"" century. Through new exhibits, visitors
touring the park and its ranch buildings will be able to learn about and appreciate the
talent and industry of the people who passed through this property during its pioneer
era, and will be able to contrast them to their own abilities. William B. Ide’s
character and leadership will be told as a part of that interpretation.
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Plan Purpose

New exhibits in the visitor center will replace “temporary” ones quickly fabricated for
the opening of the facility to the public in 2006. From the outset, they were intended
to be a short-lived—just to have something on the walls. They were produced with
few resources or time to do proper research. Now the temporary exhibit panels
regularly fall off the walls. In addition, objects displayed in the glass cases do not
correspond to the timeframe for the park. The exhibits were assembled with few
resources and it shows.

This plan will offer research and thematic direction to guide the development of high-
quality, professionally-produced exhibits to support the mission, vision, goals and
objectives of William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park. Construction of a freeway off
ramp from Interstate 5 onto Adobe Road now leads many people directly to the state
historic park. This has increased visitation. New exhibits will better serve these
travelers, who stop, but often are not able to go inside the adobe or other buildings
because of limited park staffing. With these exhibits in place, visitors will linger
longer and their interpretive and educational experiences will be enriched greatly.

The thousands of young students involved in the park’s Environmental Learning
Programs will appreciate and learn more from the enhanced facilities. Development
of the themes and the organization of research and information for the new exhibits,
detailed in this document, also will support staff and docents well into the future by
providing background materials for training and interpretive programs.

Interpretive Planning Team

The development of this Visitor Center Interpretive Plan was a team effort. The
individuals listed below contributed to the process and the product through
conference calls, meetings, research and the plan’s development to establish and
accomplish the team’s collective goals.

Mary A. Helmich, Associate Park and Recreation Specialist
Ellen M. Clark, Regional Interpretive Specialist

Raeann Bossarte, Park Interpretive Specialist

Debbie Chakarun, State Park Interpreter |
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Status of Interpretation

The park Visitor Center building, identified in the General Plan as “the greatest need
at William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park” was constructed in 2005. As it was
envisioned by the General Plan,

...space should be given to exhibits in the new visitor center to more
fully interpret the life of William B. Ide as a pioneer leader and
“president” of California, and on the historic lifestyles represented by
the Bluffton Ranch. Other displays will orient visitors to the park, to its
interpretive period and to the historic zone. Orientation exhibits are
particularly important for those visitors unable to see active
environmental studies and living history programs or demonstrations.
Original artifacts and documentary materials could be displayed in
formal exhibits in the new visitor center, whereas they cannot be used
now. Exhibits will complement, but not duplicate, other interpretive
experiences in the park.

Funding for the new Visitor Center was allocated, but none was dedicated to
planning, developing and installing new exhibits. Consequently, the good orientation
anticipated with a new visitor center in the park never materialized. Current exhibits
are a mixture of wall-mounted displays salvaged from the old visitor center (formerly
a trailer from the 1964 Squaw Valley Olympics), a well as donated and refurbished
exhibit cases displaying an array of artifacts. Foam-mounted images with text have
been affixed to some walls with salient interpretive messages on the history of the
Adobe Ranch and river transportation. Staff uses the Visitor Center to gather school
groups, visitors, and docents for park interpretive orientation and programs or
training. A counter serves as a merchandise display area for sales. Items offered for
sale are in keeping with the 1852 interpretive period. The Ide Adobe Interpretive
Association operates the sales area.
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® Missions and Vision

The park and its development is guided by statements that help frame the overall
approach to the park and its interpretation and the intended visitor experience.

California State Parks Mission

Our Mission

To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by
helping to preserve the state's extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most
valued natural and cultural resources, and creating opportunities for high-quality
outdoor recreation.

Mission and vision statements for William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park have been
established to guide the park’s interpretive development.

Park Mission

William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park recreates the Adobe Ranch environment at
mid-19" century, capturing the life and times of early pioneers, including William B.
Ide, who played a pivotal role in California history.

Mission for Interpretation

Staff, docents, volunteers and community members will deliver traditional and
innovative interpretive programs, offering authentic portrayals of California’s colorful
pioneer past to forge meaningful connections with visitors and inspire park
stewardship.

Vision for Interpretation
Visitors to William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park can expect to experience pioneer

life in the mid 1800s through interpretive exhibits, programs, and events that reflect
the era’s sights, sounds, smells, tastes and textures.
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® Interpretive Goals and Objectives

No goals or objectives statements were developed for interpretation in the 1990
General Plan. With this reexamination of the park and its resources for the
production of new exhibits, the park’s staff has adopted the following goals and
objectives for William B. Ide Adobe’s interpretive facilities and programs. The
goals and objectives to be addressed through the development of the new Visitor
Center exhibits are highlighted below in green.

1. GOAL: Provide for the appreciation, understanding, and enjoyment of the
park’s special resources.

Objectives:

e Offer a variety of interpretive exhibits and programs featuring the park’s
cultural, natural, scenic, and recreational resources to inspire visitors and
enhance their experiences.

e Tell noteworthy stories associated with California’s pioneers and William B. lde’s
experiences.

e Provide interpretive activities that contribute to visitor understanding of the era.

e Train park staff, docents, volunteers and concessionaires in effective
interpretive techniques and sound park practices.

2. GOAL: Bring history alive, by recreating or interpreting the park’s vital historic
character.

Objectives:

e Interpret the mid-19" century past now missing in the park.

e Re-create/restore the park’s historic environments and landscape features.

e Support and encourage appropriate activities that promote the park’s history,
helping to create a “living” historic environment.

e Create special activities year-round in the park tied to the park’s history and
cultural traditions.

3. GOAL: Reach out to diverse populations.

Objectives:

e Provide meaningful interpretation that incorporates multiple perspectives,
including those of park visitors.

e Offer multi-sensory, multi-lingual interpretive opportunities in a variety of park
locations and settings to engage visitors.

e Develop interpretive facilities and programs to encourage the public to share
cultures, experiences, perspectives and histories related to the park.
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e Establish a program to preserve and interpret the personal stories and
experiences of the people associated with the area’s history.

e Use discovery techniques to connect with visitors having different learning
styles.

e Develop an education plan to complement the state’s educational frameworks
and content standards.

e Develop programs and partnerships with local schools, youth groups, colleges and

universities aligned with the state’s educational standards and the park’s
significant resources.

e Continue supporting an environmental learning program to enhance learning
among school age children.

e Encourage interpretive outreach to community organizations.

e Encourage development of a strong Volunteers in Parks program.

4. GOAL: Engage park visitors on a daily basis in fun, as well as education.

Objectives:

e Offer interpretive programming that is visible and frequent on a daily, weekly,
and yearly basis.

e Provide interesting, appropriate orientation signage for park visitors that is
regularly maintained, repaired, replaced, and updated.

e Make outdoor signage with current park information available to visitors all
hours.

e Develop a variety of entertaining, innovative interpretive services to attract,
capture, and involve visitors.

e Establish a Park Host Program to make daily interpretive connections with
visitors.

5. GOAL: Create accessible interpretive facilities and programs.

Objectives:

e Offer exhibits and programming that responds to people who have diverse
learning, visual, hearing or mobility needs.

e |dentify strategies and implementation methods for removing barriers to
language, education, and economic classes during interpretive planning and
development phases.

¢ Develop training programs to support “All Visitors Welcome™ for park
interpretive programs.
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6. GOAL: Provide up-to-date resources to support the park’s interpretation.

Objectives:

e Build and maintain a reference library accessible to staff, docents and
volunteers.

e Create opportunities for ongoing research, capturing new information about the
area’s resources and historic events or traditions that might be interpreted.

e Coordinate the interpretation of local resources through collaborative
partnerships.

e Place wayside exhibits at strategic points where visitors can immediately
connect with significant park history or resources.

e Produce printed materials to stimulate interest in the park’s natural and cultural
history and interpretive programs.

e Develop interpretive resources (such as interpretive furnishing plans, with
information about period furniture, merchandise, attire, and suggested
programmatic elements).

e All staff and volunteers will participate in continuing education/training on
cutting edge interpretive techniques.

7. GOAL: Restore and maintain authenticity, validating the park as a valuable
repository of California history and culture.

Objectives:

e Interpret the cultural landscape of William B. Ide Adobe SHP as an expression of
its history.

e Reduce and/or eliminate modern intrusions in the historic zone of the park.

e Use non-intrusive interpretive techniques to minimize impacts around sensitive
and fragile resources, complementing the surrounding open space or cultural
landscape.

8. GOAL: Support the use and care of museum collections by using park guidelines
and Department policies.

Objectives:

e Review the park’s Scope of Collections Statement to ensure there are clear
guidelines on objects to seek, to decline, and to de-accession.

e Acquire and maintain objects for the park to: 1) preserve original elements of
the cultural and natural environments; 2) preserve documentation of people,
events, cultural features, or natural features central to its purpose; and 3)
support the interpretation of important themes.

e Manage collections in accordance with the policies and procedures outlined in
the Department’s Operations Manual.
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9. GOAL: Create flexibility for park changes and for updating and expanding
interpretation.

Objectives:

¢ Alter the park’s interpretive and educational programs to keep pace with any
changes in park resources, size or facilities.

e Develop interpretive features/facilities in the park to provide permanent and
temporary exhibit spaces for highlighting the park’s history, themes and
resources.

e Explore traditional, new, and innovative technologies and techniques for use in
the park’s interpretive and educational programs and facilities.

e Share resources and exchange ideas with other organizations that have related
themes.

10.GOAL: Support California State Parks” mission and policies.

Objectives:

e Interpret the significance of the movement to preserve the Adobe in the 1950s.

e Interpret the continuing efforts to preserve the park’s special natural and
cultural resources.

e Include the State Parks Mission and logo in all training materials.

e Ensure all publication guidelines are followed.

e Follow all related policies including Equal Employment Opportunity policies.

11.GOAL: Encourage people to recognize and preserve the park and its resources.

Objectives:

¢ Create opportunities for visitors to learn how to help protect the natural and
cultural resources of the park.

e Encourage visitors to safely pursue compatible uses in the park.

e Interpret the relationships between people and the park’s listed endangered or
threatened species.

e Create opportunities for public involvement in park programs.

e Build positive public recognition for the park, its ongoing activities and future
development plans.

e Create opportunities for strong community partnerships.

e Continue to nurture, coach and guide the Ide Adobe Interpretive Association.

12.GOAL: Create long-term strategies for interpretive programming.
Objectives:

e Utilize interpretive planning teams to develop or update interpretive plans and
historic reports.
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e Develop park training manual(s) to standardize, inform, and direct staff, docents
and volunteers about the park’s history, sites, and significant stories,
landscapes, historic crafts and trades, interpretive methods, park media,
accessibility, and park values.

e Schedule regular program evaluations and interpretive training for all staff,
docents and volunteers.

e Evaluate visitor and management interests for interpretive programming to
determine the most effective way to allocate resources and staff.

e Periodically encourage teacher feedback and review to advise park staff on
interpretive programming.

e Encourage cultural organizations to aid in development of park interpretive
programs emphasizing the contributions of California’s ethnic and cultural
groups.

e Establish a volunteer advisory committee to encourage volunteer participation in
the park.

e Evaluate new forms of interpretive media to determine the most effective
methods for communicating messages.

e Encourage participation of the Ide Adobe Interpretive Association in supporting
and funding interpretive programs and activities.

e Develop an endowment fund for support of interpretive efforts
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® Overall Interpretive Direction

As stated in the General Plan:

This property was established as a state historic park in William B. Ide’s
name 40 years ago in 1951. While it is certain that he never owned the
Adobe Ranch, the public has come to identify him with the park.
Because of his importance to state history, and because Ide’s house,
located south of the city of Red Bluff, no longer exists, he will continue
to be interpreted here. Interpretation will basically take two
approaches. It shall:

2. Interpret the lifestyle that Ide and other California pioneers would
have experienced between the years 1845 and c¢.1865 and

2. Present William B. Ide as an important figure in early California
history and to development of this area.

Park Themes

The Primary Themes that follow have been updated from the park’s General Plan.
They have been revised to conform to current interpretive standards. They are also
identified in the park’s draft Interpretation Master Plan. A new, overarching Unifying
Theme has been created for the park. These themes will guide the development of
the new exhibits in the Visitor Center. Park interpretation should make clear to the
public that William B. Ide and his family never resided in the adobe house, but lived
nearby, downriver at one time.

Unifying Theme:

In the upper Sacramento Valley, adventurous pioneers endured a hardscrabble
existence during the rough and tumble times of the California Gold Rush and the years
that followed.

Primary Theme:
Emigrants to California struggled and adapted to life on the frontier.

Supporting Themes:

e As with today, adventurous mid-19"" century inhabitants, settlers and
travelers through the Adobe Ranch area represented California’s rich
diversity.

e Determined emigrants and gold seekers braved the hazardous journeys to
come to California.

e Self-sufficient pioneers employed their skills to transform the area around the
Adobe Ranch, and California’s frontier.

WILLIAM B. IDE ADOBE STATE HISTORIC PARK VISITOR CENTER INTERPRETIVE PLAN 12



e The Adobe Ranch and the Red Bluffs area developed into a transportation
nexus for riverboats, ferries, pack teams, freighters, stage lines, and today’s
cars.

e The adobe ferry offered a safe and dependable river crossing.

e The Adobe Ranch changed hands many times, as settlers moved on, seeking
new opportunities.

Primary Theme:
William B. Ide played a pivotal role in California’s independence.

Supporting Themes:

e William B. Ide served as a leader in the Bear Flag Revolt.

e Like other pioneers, Ide took advantage of the many opportunities available
to him in California and the Red Bluff area.

e The inaccurate story of William B. Ide living at the Adobe House is an
example of how written history can change.

Secondary Theme:
The park’s unique oak woodland and riparian area broadens understanding of the
natural environment of the Sacramento River.

Supporting Themes:

e One of California’s most fragile ecosystems is represented here.

e The mighty Valley Oaks are in decline and need to be preserved for future
generations.

Secondary Theme:
Little evidence remains of the once thriving California River Nomlaki Indian
communities who lived in this area.

Supporting Themes

e Exposure to the first Explorer’s diseases caused many of the River Nomlaki to
perish.

e When gold seekers came to settle, they waged a campaign of annihilation and
submission on the River Nomlaki.

Interpretive Periods

The 1990 General Plan set the interpretive periods. They are as follows:

Primary Interpretive Period: 1845—c.1865

The primary interpretive period for William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park shall be

from 1845 to ¢.1865. This timeframe encompassed William B. Ide’s arrival in
California; his settlement in the northern part of the Sacramento Valley; his
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involvement with the Bear Flag Revolt; his service as a treasurer, district attorney,
judge and deputy clerk for historic Colusi County; his death in 1852; construction and
use of the adobe house on this property; and development and operation of a ferry,
until its relocation to Red BIuff.

Secondary Interpretive Period: 1796—1856
A secondary period encompasses the birth of William B. Ide and his life prior to his
arrival in California.

Secondary Interpretive Period: 1951—Present
The department’s efforts to restore the property will be encompassed in this
secondary interpretive period.

Secondary Interpretive Period: 1857—1950

New research has demonstrated that the period between 1857 and 1950 is also of
importance to the Adobe Ranch’s history and to the park and should be represented
as a secondary interpretive period.

Educational Content Standards

Interpretive and educational exhibits will relate to many curriculum frameworks and
content standards established by the California Department of Education. Exhibits will
offer students informative and hands-on learning that emphasizes the experiences
associated with early California settlers. Applicable standards are listed below.

California Social Science and History Educational Content Standards

3" Grade

3.1 Students describe the physical and human geography and use maps, tables,
graphs, photographs, and charts to organize information about people, places,
and environments in a spatial context.

3.3 Students draw from historical and community resources to organize the sequence
of local historical events and describe how each period of settlement left its
mark on the land.

4™ Grade
4.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the physical and human geographic
features that define places and regions in California.

4.3 Students explain the economic, social, and political life in California from the

establishment of the Bear Flag Republic through the Mexican-American War, the
Gold Rush, and the granting of statehood.
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4.3.1 Identify the locations of Mexican settlements in California and those of other
settlements, including Fort Ross and Sutter’s Fort.

4.3.2 Compare how and why people traveled to California and the routes they
traveled (e.g., James Beckwourth, John Bidwell, John C. Frémont, Pio Pico).

4.3.3 Analyze the effects of the Gold Rush on settlements, daily life, politics and
physical environment (e.g. using biographies of John Sutter, Mariano Guadalupe
Vallejo, Louise Clapp).

4.4 Students explain how California became an agricultural and industrial power,
tracing the transformation of the California economy and its political and
cultural development since the 1850s.

4.4.2 Explain how the Gold Rush transformed the economy of California, including the
types of products produced and consumed, changes in towns,(e.g. Sacramento,
San Francisco), and economic conflict between diverse groups of people.

5™ Grade

5.8 Students trace the colonization, immigration, and settlement patterns of the
American people from 1789 to the mid-1800s, with emphasis on the role of
economic incentives, effects of the physical and political geography, and
transportation systems.

8" Grade
8.8 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the West from
1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced.

Historical and Social Science Analysis Skills
9™ through 12" Grades
Chronological and Spatial Thinking

1. Students compare the present with the past, evaluating the consequences of
past events and decisions and determining the lessons that were learned.

2. Students analyze how change happens at different rates at different times;
understand that some aspects can change while others remain the same; and
understand that change is complicated and affects not only technology and
politics but also values and beliefs.

3. Students use a variety of maps and documents to interpret human movement,
including major patterns of domestic and international migration, changing
environmental preferences and settlement patterns, the frictions that develop
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between population groups, and the diffusion of ideas, technological
innovations, and goods.

Historical Interpretation

2. Students recognize the complexity of historical causes and effects, including the
limitation on determining cause and effect.

3. Students interpret past events and issues within the context in which an event
unfolded rather than solely in terms of present-day norms and values.

4. Students understand the meaning, implication, and impact of historical events
and recognize that events could have taken other directions.

California Theater Arts Educational Content Standards

4" Grade
4.1 Dramatize events in California history

English Educational Content Standards

4™ Grade
Listening and Speaking Strategies - Comprehension

1.1. Ask thoughtful questions and respond to relevant questions with appropriate
elaboration in oral settings.

5™ Grade
Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials) Structural Features of
Informational Materials

2.2 Analyze text that is organized in sequential or chronological order.

6™ Grade
Listening and Speaking Strategies - Comprehension

1.2 Identify the tone, mood, and emotion conveyed in the oral communication.
7" Grade

Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials) Structural Features of
Informational Materials

2.1 Understand and analyze the differences in structure and purpose between

various categories of informational materials (e.g., textbooks, newspapers,
instructional manuals, signs).
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® Content and Media

Exhibit Themes

The new exhibits in the Visitor Center at William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park
will principally feature the themes listed below. Background information and
further direction for each of these exhibits follows in this section.

e Introduction: As with today, adventurous mid-19"" century settlers and travelers
through the Adobe Ranch area represented California’s rich diversity.

e The Way to California: Determined emigrants and gold seekers braved
hazardous journeys to come to California.

® Pioneer Skills: Self-sufficient pioneers employed their skills to transform the area
around the Adobe Ranch, as well as California’s frontier.

¢ Transportation Nexus: The Adobe Ranch and the Red Bluffs area evolved as a
transportation nexus for riverboats, pack teams, freighters, stage lines, ferries, and
today’s cars.

* The Adobe Ranch Through Time: Over the years, the Adobe Ranch changed hands
many times, as its owners sought different opportunities. It eventually became a
state park.

e |de’s Story: William B. Ide personified the “pioneer spirit” typical of early settlers.

¢ The Park Today: History comes to life at William B. Ide Adobe SHP through the
environmental learning program, tours, living history events and fun celebrations.
Special Concerns

A number of special concerns will be addressed through this exhibit project’s
development. Many of them are listed below.

e For their protection and preservation, access to or the touching of easily damaged
objects will be minimized.

e Whenever feasible, appropriate objects that may be handled by the public will be
incorporated into the exhibits.

e Reproduction objects will be used in all hands-on applications.
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e Historic artifacts may be incorporated into the new exhibits.
e All interpretive spaces and media shall be accessible, including video captioning.

e Additional energy-efficient interior lighting with ultraviolet and heat protection will
provide a safe, inviting environment that enhances the exhibits.

e Electrical needs should be assessed as they relate to the proposed exhibits.
e Carpeting will be impacted by the relocation of the existing contact counter.

e Consideration should be given to maximizing the exhibit space by using the full
height (e.g. ceiling, soffit, etc.) and depth of the room.

e Exhibits will focus on all ages, but will give special consideration to school students
and the California State Educational Content Standards (noted previously). The
facilities will address their level of understanding and needs.

e Visitor flow should be clearly indicated by the exhibits.

e While doors may be hidden, exhibits will not obstruct the doorways on the south and
east walls or the windows of the Visitor Center.

¢ A larger sales counter and display area is needed for the museum store, as well as
different methods for displaying merchandise.

¢ As the room is small, the entrance area will have to serve multiple purposes—
welcoming visitors, a contact counter, as an assembly area, an orientation to the
exhibits and as an entrance to the museum sales area.

e Consideration should be given to leaving the ox yoke in its current location near the
entrance.

Visitor Circulation

Due to the limited size (760 square feet) and the square shape of the building area to
be used for exhibits, visitor movement will be difficult to predict. However, a
counterclockwise chronological flow through the interpretive media is projected as
the most obvious path. Upon entering the building, visitors must immediately turn to
the right.

Controlling visitor flow will be a challenge. The center of the room should be used for
the placement of freestanding exhibits, which will help to better direct visitors. It
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will also enable an element of surprise, so that visitors do not see everything upon
their entry to the visitor center.

Also, it is proposed that the current contact counter and interpretive sales area be
relocated to the front of the building to the left of the room’s fireplace. Visitors will
immediately see the counter upon their entry into the room. This will allow space for
the assembly of groups, as well as provide a welcoming environment for visitors.

ENTRANCE

Visitor Center Floor Plan
Exhibit Space Allocation

The diagram on the following page indicates how themes will relate to one another
and the percentages of the Visitor Center’s overall space to be allocated for each of
the exhibit stations. This should help determine exhibit placement and the relative
importance of the stories to be represented.
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Note that the areas required for visitor entry, group assembly, the contact counter

and interpretive sales, and accessible walkways have not been included in this

diagram. That space will be taken from the total square footage of the room at the

outset of the planning, before space is assigned for each of the exhibits.
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Space Allocation for the William B. Ide Adobe Visitor Center Exhibits
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Recent views of the Visitor Center’s interior at

William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park

Looking toward the entrance door (left) on
the north wall

View of the fireplace and alcove on the north
and west walls

A view of the southwestern corner of the building’s interpretive area
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The area of the room with the current contact counter (to the
left). Exhibits will not be allowed to obstruct the doorways on
the southern or the eastern walls of the room.

View of the existing contact counter and sales area along the eastern and southern walls of
the Visitor Center
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Visitor Center Exhibit Stations

Area 1: Welcome & Introduction
Space Allocation: 15%
Theme:

As with today, adventurous mid-19" century inhabitants, settlers and travelers
through the Adobe Ranch area represented California’s rich diversity.

Interpretive Objectives:

Visitors will:

* Feel invited to explore the exhibits

e Be introduced to the area’s early residents and travelers

« Relate to the diversity of California’s mid-19"" century population

Background Research and/or Storyline:
The Sacramento Valley has always played host to culturally diverse, often transient

populations. There is evidence of the passage and settlement of many people through
the Red Bluff area before written records.

Indian Explorers

Northern California’s earliest explorers and
settlers, later named California Indians, came
into the region in successive waves beginning
perhaps 15,000 years ago. They traveled on foot
over mountains, across and along rivers and
through valleys. The trails they forged connected
them to important natural resources—sources for
their food, clothing and shelter. The routes also
were used for trade, to exchange raw materials
and handmade goods or for maintaining family
and social relationships. Some of the most
frequently traded items among California’s many I .
linguistically diverse groups included marine Two California Indian women meet.
. Drawn by Henry B. Brown, ¢.1852.
shells, baskets, salt, hides and pelts, bows, Courtesy of The Bancroft Library.
acorns, fish, and obsidian.*

! Robert F. Heizer, “Trade and Trails,” Handbook of North American Indians: California. Vol. 8. Robert
F. Heizer, ed. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1978. P. 691.

WILLIAM B. IDE ADOBE STATE HISTORIC PARK VISITOR CENTER INTERPRETIVE PLAN 23



The River Nomlaki Native Americans have lived near the Sacramento River near
present-day Red Bluff for countless generations. They were organized into two

groups: the northern memwaylaka, and the puymok, to the east. The term Nomlaki
comes from the name nomlaka meaning west language, referring to the Thomes Creek
Hill Nomlaki, nomkewel, west people. Alternative spellings include Noamlaki, Nomee
Lacks, Nome Lackees, Numleki, Nomalackie, and Tehama.?

At William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park, there is evidence that the nearby oak-
covered knoll above the adobe house was used by California Indians as a camp site.*
Archeologist Adan Treganza
noted three shallow house pit
depressions in a survey of the
site, as well as a slight
discoloration of the soil and
numerous obsidian flakes. He
determined the site probably
had not been used for any
great length of time, but may
have been occupied seasonally
for hunting, gathering and
acorn processing.

RecomsTrucyrond ar uniand VicLise Mear”
W. 5. I-'J{:;f' Aoosx Rep BLUFF, CAaLim LA

A large fresh water clam bed
lay nearby below Dibble Creek
on the Sacramento River.

t%\zzlfdm ;A-__

Zew A

An illustration by archeologist Adan Treganza of typical
California Indian structure and how they may have appeared
on the knoll above the Sacramento River near the site of
the present adobe house.

Property owner A.R. “Bert”
Mount recalled in a letter
dated August 17, 1967:

...there was a sort of ridge or high spot near the river side of the flat
that was covered with black broken burnt rock and lots of clam shells...
Evidently the Indians went there and got clams and brought them to this
high spot and got large rocks from the creek bed and heated them in the
fire and dumped the hot rocks into vessels of water containing clams to
cook them and the hot rocks would break when they hit the cold water.

The River Nomlaki utilized the area’s abundant natural resources for survival. They
traded with neighboring groups, including the Hill Nomlaki to the west, and were part
of the exchange route that extended from the Oregon border to the San Francisco
Bay. Their population prior to contact with white explorers is believed to have been
more than 2000 individuals.

Z Walter Goldschmidt, “Nomlaki,” Handbook of the North American Indians, California. Vol. 8.

Robert F. Heizer, ed. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1978. Pp. 347-349.

% Adan E. Treganza, “Archeological Investigations at the William B. Ide Adobe, Red Bluff, California,”
MS. Berkeley: University of California, Department of Anthropology, Archeological Survey, 1958. P. 16.
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Jedediah Smith’s trapping expeditions of in 1828 and later Ewing Young’s in 1832,
traveled through the area. Young’s party encountered the Nomlaki people as they
moved north. They observed people curing salmon and living in villages. In 1833, upon
the parties’ return trip, 75% of the Nomlaki population had died from exposure to the
diseases introduced by the trappers.* A malaria epidemic in 1833 was one of many
devastating blows to the native population.

As more newcomers moved through the area, disease and displacement reduced the
Nomlaki’s numbers further. In 1854, the United States government established the
Nome Lakee Indian Military Post Reservation near Paskenta.’ It encompassed 25,000
acres and continued until 1863, when white settlers took control over the land. The
Nomlaki were removed to the Mendocino County Round Valley Reservation, in Yuki
territory. However, as the Yuki were a major enemy of the Nomlaki, some chose to
move back to their traditional lands. They established small settlements and struggled
to survive in the culture of the new populations that now occupied their homeland.
They established three small rancherias: Grindstone, Newville and Paskenta.

In 1994, The Federal Government restored them to full tribal status, and in 2000, they
purchased a 2000-acre reservation near Corning, California.® The Nomlaki today are
the Paskenta Band of the Nomlaki Indians and they operate the
Rolling Hills Casino in Corning.” Revenues from the Casino will
continue to assist the Nomlaki in rebuilding their lives.

The footpaths and trails that the native people of California
established became the routes followed by later explorers and
the basis for many 19" century roads and the modern highways
of today.

“The Last Spanish Expedition”

About the time that American colonists were rebelling against
England, a handful of Spaniards began to reinforce their King’s
claim to California by establishing missions. Each was developed
to not only convert its native people to Roman Catholicism, but - .

: . , 8 Presidial officer
also to gain control over the territory’s resources.” Padres attire drawn by
selected sites for missions where large Indian populations David Rickman.
already existed.

* Vestra Resources, Inc., Tehama West Watershed Assessment Executive Summary. Tehama
County Resource Conservation District, April 2006.
®> Goldschmidt, Ibid.
®Tribal Information on the Paskenta Band of the Nomlaki Indians,
Dttp://www.rolIinghiIIscasino.com/tribaI.htm
Ibid.
8 The first Spanish mission established in Alta California (Upper California) was begun in 1769 at San
Diego.
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Spanish explorers roamed the central valley looking for potential mission sites, as well
as to understand the geography of Alta California. Among them, Luis Antonio Arguello
was the first and last Spaniard to explore and document his experiences in the
northern Central Valley area near what would became Red Bluff.® In October 1821,
Arguello set out to investigate whether or not “foreigners” (most likely Russians) were
settling in the territory. His party, known as “The Last Spanish Expedition in
California,” consisted of 70 men and 235 animals.™

They traveled up the valley to a point where they saw
“Los Quates” or “the Twins.” Arguello stated that the
Twins were “in essence very much alike in their size and
form and are almost joined.”** There remains a question
today about what mountains Arguello was describing. It
has been speculated by historians that he was referring to
the view of Mount Lassen and Brokeoff Mountain from a
point near Red Bluff. Arglello’s expedition very probably
traveled as far north as Cottonwood Creek.'? However, no
missions were established later by Spain in California’s
Central Valley. This may have been because the
populations of California Indians encountered by
Arguello’s party were considerably smaller than before
Spanish settlement.

Although the Spanish exploring party did not linger long in
Tombstone of Luis Antonio the area, the diseases unknowingly carried by them and
Argtiello at Mission Dolores others into California, including sailors, trappers and
in San Francisco. settlers, proved devastating. They created fearful

epidemics affecting countless coastal and inland communities of native people, who

had little or no resistance to them. Thousands succumbed to syphilis, consumption,
small pox, dysentery, pleurisy and other ailments. In the 1880s historian Hubert Howe

Bancroft estimated that they had swept away three-fifths of the native population of

the Sacramento Valley."

® According to James D. Hart’s A Companion to California. New York: Oxford University Press, 1978. P.
17: Luis Antonio Argiiello (1784-1830) was the 2™ Mexican governor of Alta California (1822-25) and the
first native-born Californian to hold that office. He entered the military in San Francisco as a cadet
(1799). As a young captain (1817) he succeeded his father, José Dario Argiello, as comandante of San
Francisco, remaining in that post until he became governor. He presided during the transition from the
Iturbide empire of Mexico to the new Mexican republic, of which California became a territory.
1% The Diary of Captain Luis Antonio Argiiello 1821: The Last Spanish Expedition in California,
Translated by Vivian C. Fischer. Berkeley: University of California, Berkeley, Friends of The Bancroft
Il_library, 1992. http://www.siskiyous.edu/shasta/bib/B5.htm

Ibid.
2Mildred Brooke Hoover, Hero Eugene Rensch & Ethel Grace Rensch, Historic Spots in California.
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1962. Pp. 183-184.
13 california Pastoral, 1769-1848. The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft. Vol. XXXIV. San Francisco: The
History Company, 1888. Pp. 616-617.
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Fur Trappers

More foreigners began trickling into the Central Valley in the late 1820s to take
advantage of California’s rich resources. Some came overland by way of the Rocky
Mountains, where an annual “rendezvous” held between 1825 and 1840 brought
together a gathering of trappers and Indians. New York-born mountain man and
explorer Jedediah Strong Smith (1799-1831) and his party of 17 beaver trappers were
first to open the South Pass (Wyoming) route to the Far West in 1826. At the time, he
was 27 years old.

Smith had legendary courage and wilderness savvy. Unlike his boisterous
companions with their long beards and drinking ways, he imagined
himself as St. Paul, bringing Christianity to the frontier. He neither
smoked, drank or slept with Indian women. He shaved every day and
read the Bible each night by the light of the campfire.'

As a co-owner of the Rocky Mountain Fur Co., he traveled with his beaver-trapping
companions from Salt Lake in 1826 and then, led by two Indians who had escaped

from Mission San Gabriel in Alta California, across the Mojave Desert to California.™ *°

Governor Echeandia detained him and ordered
him to leave California by the same route he had
entered. Instead, Smith headed up the Central
Valley [via the Tejon Pass] and trapped his way
north. Leaving a band of his men at the
Stanislaus River, he crossed the Sierra Nevada by
the river’s north fork [in 1827, becoming the
first party of whites to traverse the Sierra
Nevada], crossed the Great Basin, and arrived in
'w. | the Rockies in time for the next rendezvous. He
soon returned to California with a larger party
and rejoined his men along the Stanislaus River.
The Mojave Indians had attacked him [killing 10
: G : | of his 18 men] and seized his supplies, so he

LS | went to Mission San José in search of more.
Portrait of Jedediah Strong | There he was jailed and questioned by Ignacio
Zm'th’ c.1835, drawn after his | \13rtinez of the San Francisco presidio. .. Smith

eath by a friend from .
memory. Courtesy of was then sent to Monterey and questioned by a
Wikimedia. very skeptical Echeandia. He was released only
when a group of Anglo-American merchants to
the town posted bond for him. Echeandia ordered that Smith be taken
to Sonoma under military guard and from there escorted out of

4 Del Wilcox, Voyagers to California. Elk, Calif.: Sea Rock Press, 1991. P.109.

!5 James D. Hart, A Companion to California. New York: Oxford University Press, 1978. P. 410.

! Rose Marie Beebe and Robert M. Senkewicz, eds. Lands of Promise and Despair: Chronicles of Early
California, 1535-1846. Berkeley: Heydey Books, 2001. P.357.
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California. Former governor Luis Antonio Arguello, also at San Francisco,
assisted Smith in arranging for supplies for the journey at Mission San
José. When Smith expressed a desire to return through the fur-rich
Central Valley, rather than on the route Echeandia had prescribed,
Arguello insisted that he had to follow the governor’s orders. So Smith
simply snuck out of San José one night on his own.*’

On December 30, 1827, Smith and his men, in his words “returned again to the woods,
the river, the prairie, the Camp and the Game.”® In 1828, Smith’s trapping party
followed the Sacramento
River north and made the
first recorded journey by land
up to the northwestern coast
of California into Oregon.
Smith’s pioneering
expeditions overland to
California and within the
territory made the inland
valleys known to more fur
trappers and through them,
to American settlers.*

Hudson’s Bay Company
trappers from the north
TR ; : B T s, followed much the same
s S S e o 8 R R ST SRR S g < | .
Trapping party drawn by Swiss artist Rudolph Friedrich Kurtz, general course during the
1851. From www.xmission.com/~drudy/mtman/images/kurz/ | years that followed from
1830 to 1845.

Americans were not the only trappers to penetrate California’s borders
in the 1830s. Britain’s Hudson’s Bay Company, enjoying a monopoly of
the Canadian fur trade after merging with rival North West Company in
1821, began sending annual expeditions to hunt beaver in the streams of
the Central Valley in the mid-1830s. In early 1841 it established a store
and warehouse alongside William A. Richardson’s trading post in Yerba
Buena [later named San Francisco]. There was talk in England of a
possible annexation of California.”

7 bid.

'8 william H. Goetzmann, Exploration & Empire: The Explorer and the Scientist in the Winning of the
American West. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1966. P. 137.

1% According to James D. Hart, Ibid. P. 410: “Three years later, while still a young man, he was killed
by Comanches in New Mexico. The Smith River in the extreme northwest corner of California honors
him, as does the Jedediah Smith State Park of the Redwood National Park.”

2 Joshua Paddison, ed. A World Transformed: Firsthand Accounts of California Before the Gold Rush.
Berkeley: Heyday Books, 1999. P. 220.
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According to historian Dr. Joseph A. McGowan,

Hundreds of trappers moved up and down the valley in the 1830’s.
Hudson’s Bay Company brigades came annually from the Columbia
[River] as a result of Jed Smith’s reports on the valley. Each of these
brigades consisted of sixty to one hundred persons. The John Work party
of 1832-1833, for example, had twenty-eight men, twenty-seven women,
forty-four children, and six Indians, while the Lafromboise group had
eighteen men, twelve women, sixteen children, and seventeen Indians...
The brigades included several French-Canadian trappers who named the
[Sutter] Buttes (small hills) and after whom French Camp (near Stockton)
and other places were named. In 1837 an American trapper, who had
finally settled in Oregon, even drove over 600 head of cattle up the
valley for his new ranch, indicating how well traveled the road to the
Columbia was.?

The trapper explorers forged the California and Oregon trails and revived the Old
Spanish Trail in Southern California.

This old Sacramento Valley route, known at first as the California-Oregon
Trail and, later, as the California-Oregon Road, was soon beaten into a
well-defined path by such trappers and explorers as Ewing Young,
Lieutenant Emmons of the Wilkes Expedition, Joseph Gale, and many
others. Sometimes proceeding all the way down the western side of the
river, and at other times crossing over to the east side somewhere
between Red Bluff and Tehama (a variation used most frequently by the
gold-seekers of 49 and the ’50’s), this historic road was traversed by a
long succession of pack-mule trains, horsemen and footmen, herds of
cattle and sheep, slow and cumbersome oxteams and covered wagons...?

While not interested in wagon routes or permanent settlement, the discoveries and
information gained by the trapping parties found their way to the geographers,
cartographers and scientists of the time. This information, in turn, was transformed
into maps and written accounts of the region, providing helpful information to a
growing number of foreign settlers intent on coming to California.

Newcomers
American and other foreign settlers came on the heels of the mountain men, eager to

make a fresh start in California. Many were not interested in becoming Mexican
citizens.

1 Joseph A. McGowan, The Sacramento Valley: A Student’s Guide to Localized History. New York:
Teachers College Press, 1967. P. 7-8.
2 Hoover, Rensch & Rensch, Ibid. P. 184.
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Like the mountain men who had forged their trails, most overland
emigrants resisted integration into Spanish-speaking communities.
Bringing their families and neighbors with them, these Americans
created their own farm colonies segregated from Californio culture
[along the coast]. In 1841 fewer than 400 foreigners from the U.S. and
Europe lived in California; over the next seven years that number would
steadily rise to about 7,000, outnumbering the Californio population.?

Among the newcomer settlers in the Red Bluff area was Massachusetts-born
William B. Ide. In 1845, he headed west toward Oregon from Independence,

o s ot p At ¥ -

Two images—one
young, the other
older—reputed to be of
William B. Ide

Missouri with his family. The Ide party consisted of thirteen people: William B.
Ide and his wife Susan with their children James, William J., Sarah, Daniel, and
Lemuel, a young boy named Thomas Crafton, and five young men who helped
drive the teams for their board and passage. Their cattle numbered 165,
including 28 working oxen.*

On the advice of mountain man Caleb Greenwood at Fort Hall, Ide changed his
direction, deciding to travel to Alta California at the time a province of Mexico,
instead of Oregon. ° Daughter Sarah later wrote: “While there [at Fort Hall] Father
changed his plan—concluded to go to California: but first, before definitely settling
the quest2i6c>n, put it to vote of his company, and they voted for California instead of
Oregon.”

2% paddison, Ibid. P. 259.

2% | ouis W. Flanders, M.D. Simeon Ide and Edith F. Dunbar, A Genealogy of the Ide Family. Vermont:
The Tuttle Company, 1931. P. 30.

% John Sutter directed Caleb Greenwood to Fort Hall to help turn Oregon-bound immigrants toward
California.

% |bid. P. 33.
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After a laborious overland journey, they arrived on October 25, 1845 at Johann August
Sutter’s Fort in the Sacramento Valley.*’ Sutter’s Fort became the destination for
many overland emigrants to California. Only a few years before, German-born Sutter,
who had been reared in Switzerland, had

...arrived in Monterey in 1839 and, calling himself Captain John Sutter of
“the Royal Swiss Guard of France,” managed to secure a gigantic,
48,000-acre grant of land in the Sacramento Valley. At the confluence of
the Sacramento and American rivers he established a large fort, cattle
ranch, and farm he dubbed New Helvetia [New Switzerland], maintained
by Hawaiian and Indian servants... Beginning with [John] Bidwell in 1841,
Sutter employed a growing number of American emigrants, as well as
dispatched supplies to help wagon trains in trouble in the Sierra and sold
land to new settlers once they arrived.?®

Sutter’s Fort painted in 1847. Courtesy of the Library of Congress.

Sutter’s Fort became the destination in California’s interior where American
explorers, soldiers, and immigrants could rest and replenish their supplies.?®

New Helvetia lay at the terminus of the main westward trails. Sutter
encouraged American migration along these trails and frequently sent
supplies east over the Sierra to emigrant parties in trouble, receiving
them with warm hospitality when they arrived. He gave them work, sold
them land, leased them Indian laborers, gave them passports, and
otherwise promoted the advance of the American frontier.*

" |bid. P. 43.

% paddison, Ibid. P. 260.

% However even before the discovery of gold in 1848, Sutter was land poor and chronically had
difficulty in paying his bills.

% Richard B. Rice, William A. Bullough, and Richard Orsi, The Elusive Eden: A New History of
California. 2" ed. New York: The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 1996. P. 155.
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While at Sutter’s Fort, Ide met Peter Lassen, who owned a large tract of land on Deer
Creek approximately 130 miles up the Sacramento Valley from the fort. Lassen
offered Ide a cabin in which to spend the winter in exchange for help with building a
sawmill on the property. Ide moved to the cabin, but a week later Lassen brought
another family to live there, forcing Ide to leave. Sarah Ide, who was 18 years of age
at the time, remembered:*

This was about the middle of November, 1845. We packed every thing into our
wagons; and, getting our cattle together, started up river and forded it. After
going about seven miles, we came to a camp of one family, (a Mr. Tusting)...
We camped near them. They being very anxious to have us remain with them
all winter. As the rainy season had already commenced, the weather was
stormy. Father, with two other men, built a log-cabin. All of us lived in it until
April 1846.%

Sarah further recalled the winter spent in the cabin:

There were eight in our family, including a Mr.
Tustin, his wife and child.--Three young men—a Mr.
Boker, having charge of Mr. Thome’s cattle and
horses—a Mr. Belden, an Eastern gentleman, and a
Mr. Pitts, who were weather-bound and were of
course some company to us , we all lived in a log-
cabin several months. One of these men, [Josiah
Belden] owned the farm now known as the “Ide
Rancho”.%

= ,_ i i,
Sarah Ide Cooper Healy in 1878
at age 51. California State Parks

Collections. Josiah Belden had a Mexican land grant north of the

Thomes Ranch. He offered Ide the northern half of
his ranch if Ide would manage the entire grant for three years. An agreement to this
effect was signed in April 1846, and the Ide family moved to a partially finished log
cabin on the Rancho Las Baulinas, later called EI Rancho de la Barranca Colorada. This
name was derived from Red Bank Creek, which served as the northern boundary of
Belden’s grant.® Ide later bought a third of the southern part of Belden’s rancho.®

31 According to Louis W. Flanders, Simeon Ide and Edith F. Dunbar, A Genealogy of the Ide Family.
Rutland, Vermont: The Tuttle Company, 1931. P. 237: Sarah Elizabeth Ide was born November 1, 1827
at Newfane, Vermont and died April 1904 in California. She married William Cooper and then Lucien B.
Healy.

% Flanders, Ide and Dunbar, Ibid. P. 46.

% |bid. P. 48

% On page 208 of Book “A” for Butte and Colusa counties reads: “Deed to Las Baulinas Rancho.” Josiah
Belden and wife Sarah Margaret, sold for $3,000.00 U.S. coin, to William B. Ide, April 12, 1849, the
undivided north one half (12) 8,856 acres, of Rancho de la Baulinas, consisting of four Mexican leagues.
Bounded on the north by Rio Colorado Barranca (Red Bank Creek), on the east by the Sacramento River,
on the south by the land | reserve for myself, and on the west by vacant or unoccupied land.”
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The arrival of growing numbers of well-armed American immigrants in the interior of
California was unsettling to the Mexican government. In 1846, about thirty men acting
on a rumor that the Mexican government was threatening to expel all non-Mexican
citizens, conducted what became known as the Bear Flag Revolt. On June 14",
William B. Ide and other recent emigrants seized the pueblo of Sonoma, capturing the
Mexican Commandante of Northern California, Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo (who
actually supported American annexation). On June 15", Ide produced a proclamation
he had written the night before. According to historian Walton Bean,

Ide had once been a Yankee schoolteacher, and he loved the traditions
of the embattled farmers at Lexington and Concord. He wrote a flowery
and somewhat eccentric proclamation, solemnly though not deliberately
misrepresenting most of the circumstances. He remained under the
impression that he had “conquered California.”*®

By noon on June 17", the rebels had
raised a new, California Bear Flag,
proclaiming the Mexican province to be
the California Republic. Ide was chosen to
serve as commander. The Bear Flag
Republic lasted until July 9, 1846—just 25
days, when the flag of the United States
was raised in the Plaza of Sonoma. Ide and
the other "Bear Flaggers" joined John C.
Frémont and United States armed forces in
taking possession of California from The first California Bear Flag
Mexico.

The conquest over, William B. Ide returned to his cabin on the
Sacramento River that November, eventually to become the owner of
the Rancho La Barranca Colorado. His desire for prestige and influence
was finally satisfied when Colusi County was formed in 1850 (including
the present counties of Colusa, Tehama, and Glenn). In a brief but
satisfying two years before his death from smallpox in 1852, Ide held, at
various times, the following county positions: associate justice and
member of the Court of Sessions, county judge, deputy county clerk,
county treasurer, county cle