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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS AND PROPOSED CHANGES  
TO PRELIMINARY GENERAL PLAN AND EIR 

 
 

1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
 
On March 16, 2005, the California Department of Parks and Recreation 
(Department) released to the general public and public agencies the Preliminary 
General Plan/Draft Environmental Impact Report for Río de Los Angeles State 
Park (RLASP), also known as the Taylor Yard Project.  The proposed general 
plan will guide future management direction at the Park.  It contains a 
comprehensive and integrated set of park-wide goals and guidelines for the long-
term management of the Park that focus on the protection of environmental 
resources, enhancements to visitor use and opportunities, and improvements to 
administration and operations of the Park.  In addition, the General Plan includes 
area-specific management guidelines. 
 
The Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) included with the Preliminary 
General Plan analyzes the environmental effects of the proposed project, 
providing mitigation measures where needed.  Together, the Draft EIR and this 
response to comments document constitute the Final EIR for the project. 
 
In accordance with Public Resources Code Section 21091 and CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15087, a 45-day public review period for the Draft EIR was provided.  
The public was advised of the availability of the Preliminary General Plan/Draft 
EIR through public notices, public outreach and the Department’s web site.  The 
public notice (Notice of Availability) was also posted in the Los Angeles 
Downtown News.  Copies of the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR were also 
available for review at the following locations:  Central Library, 630 W. Fifth St., 
Los Angeles; Edendale Library, 2011 W. Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles; Chinatown 
Branch Library, 639 N. Hill St., Los Angeles; Lincoln Heights Branch Library, 
2530 Workman St., Los Angeles; Echo Park Branch Library, 1410 W. Temple St., 
Los Angeles; and Cypress Park Library, 1150 Cypress Ave., Los Angeles.  The 
document was also posted at the following California State Parks offices: 
Angeles District Headquarters, 1925 Las Virgenes Rd., Calabasas; Southern 
Service Center, 8885 Rio San Diego Dr., Suite 270, San Diego, and on the State 
Parks Website at www.parks.ca.gov. 
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The 45-day public review period began on February 15, 2005 and ended on April 
29, 2005.  During the public review period, comments on the environmental 
issues evaluated in the Draft EIR were received from public agencies and private 
groups.  Comments were also received on the various components of the plan 
itself.  This document provides responses to written comments received during 
the 45-day public review period. 
 
The focus of the response to comments is on the disposition of significant 
environmental issues that have been raised in the comments, as specified by 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15088(b), but also includes responses to pertinent 
planning considerations for implementation of the Preliminary General Plan. 
 
All comments on the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR and the responses 
thereto, are presented in this document, which is organized as follows: 
 

• Chapter 1 (Introduction) provides a brief overview of the proposed project, 
describes the requirements under CEQA for responding to public 
comments received on the Draft EIR, and describes the organization of 
the Final EIR. 
 

• Chapter 2 (List of Commenters) provides a list, in table format, of all 
written comments received on the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR 
during the public comment period. 
 

• Chapter 3 (Response to Comments) provides a complete copy of, and 
responses to, written comments on the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR 
received during the public review and comment period. 
 

• Chapter 4 (Recommended Changes to the General Plan) provides a 
reproduction of portions of the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR with 
revisions to text and graphics made either in response to comments 
received during the public review or as errors,  omissions, and 
clarifications noted by departmental staff. 
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2.  LIST OF COMMENTERS  
 
This chapter provides a list of all public and agency comments received on the 
Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR during the public review period, which ended 
on April 29, 2005.  Responses to each individual comment are numbered 
correspondingly and are included in Chapter 3. 
 
 

Written Comments Received on the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR 
 

No. Commenter/Agency Date of 
Correspondence 

1 Timothy Grabiel, Esq. 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 

April 21, 2005 

2 Leonard Pitt, Ph.D. 
Committee Member 
California State Parks’ Cornfield Advisory 

April 25, 2005 

3 David Solow 
Chief Executive Officer 
Southern California Regional Rail Authority (METROLINK)

April 22, 2005 

4 Greg Holmes 
Unit Chief 
Southern California Cleanup Operations Branch – 
Cypress Office 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 

April 26, 2005 

5 Glenn Striegler 
Environmental Assessment Coordinator 
Los Angeles Unified School District  

April 28, 2005 

6 Robert Garcia 
Executive Director and Counsel 
Center for Law and Public Interest (CLIPI) 
 
Erica Flores Baltodano 
Assistant Director and Counsel 
Center for Law and Public Interest (CLIPI) 
 
Raul Macias 
President and Founder 
Anahuak Youth Soccer Association 

April 29, 2005 
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