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The Interpretation and Education Resources at Cuyamaca Rancho State Park
include a variety of Interpretive Facilities, Programs, Collections, and Support.



Interpretive Facilities
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Interpretive Facilities are located in four primary areas of the park. Beginning at the
southern end and maoving northward, these areas are Green Valley, ...
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... the Visitor Center and Outdoor School area, ...
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... and Stonewall Mine.



Green Valley Campfire Center

Nestled among oak trees and within steps of the Sweetwater River, the campfire
center is the primary interpretive facility in Green Valley.



Visitor Center

The historic Dyar House served as the park’s visitor center for several decades.
New exhibits were being developed when the 2003 Cedar Fire damaged most of the
park, including the Dyar House.



Visitor Center Exhibits

The aftermath of the Cedar Fire required exhibit plans to be modified, and a
modular building was purchased to serve as a temporary visitor center. The new
exhibits interpret diverse park-related topics, including Kumeyaay heritage, natural
history, the Civilian Conservation Corps, and fire management.



Cyaca Outdoor School
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Operated by the San Diego County Office of Education, the Cuyamaca Outdoor
School has been serving San Diego youth since 1946. Approximately 400 6t grade
students attend the camp every week during the school year. Students participate in
hikes throughout Cuyamaca Rancho State Park as part of their natural science
based curriculum, and about half of the students learn about the park’s resources at
the visitor center.



Paso Picacho
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Avariety of interpretive facilities are located at Paso Picacho, including a campfire
center and the Nature Den. Wayside exhibits interpret nocturnal animals and voices
of the woods. The self-guiding Nature Trail helps visitors discover the park's

dynamic nature. Vistas along this half-mile trail include Stonewall Peak and Lake
Cuyamaca.



The Stonewall Mine site includes a reconstructed miner’s cabin and the Stonewall
Mine ruins. The ruins are surrounded by modern cyclone fencing which provides
limited views of the mining shaft and related equipment. Interpretive displays are
featured inside the reconstructed cabin, which is open during park hours.
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Wayside Exhibits & Panels
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INHABITANTS AND
THEIR HABITATS

Other interpretive facilities include wayside exhibits and panels located throughout
the park and at the pull-outs along Highway 79. Topics range from the Cedar Fire to
Velvet Ants and Mountain Lions.
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Interpretive Programs

Nature Walks

Campfire
Programs

Roving
Interpretation

Junior Rangers

Interpretive Programs at the park include Nature Walks, Campfire Programs, Roving
Interpretation, and Junior Rangers. An annual average of 1500 people have
attended the park’s interpretive programs since 2007.
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JUNIOR RANGER
ADVENMTURE GUIOE

The California State Parks Junior Ranger Program is designed for 7- to 12-year
olds. Young visitors to Cuyamaca Rancho State Park are invited to participate in
Junior Ranger activities, which usually follow the Saturday Nature Walks. Activities
address topics such as California Indians, Ecology, and Animal Life.
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A special program focusing on the park’s reforestation project was presented last
spring to California’s sixth grade students. A park interpreter used this satellite
truck’s distance learning equipment to bring Cuyamaca Rancho State Park to
science classrooms throughout the state.
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Interpretive Collections
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The Park’s Interpretive Collections are comprised of four primary types: historic
objects, images, cultural artifacts, and natural history specimens. Historic objects,
including this logging sled, are displayed at Stonewall Mine. More than 800 images
in photograph, negative, and slide format document the park’s history and
resources. Cultural artifacts are primarily associated with archaeological
excavations at the park. Natural history specimens such as mountain lion and
coyote are displayed in the park’s visitor center.
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Support for Interpretation

~= <

» Park Staff
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* Interpretive
Association

Park staff serves a critical role in supporting interpretation by providing outreach
programs and managing the park’s volunteer program. Those who volunteer in the
Interpreters Assistance Unit lead nature walks, staff the visitor center, and present
campfire talks. An annual average of 3,213 hours is donated by volunteers for the
park’s interpretive programs.



Cuyamaca Rancho State Park
Interpretive Association
(CRSPIA)

* Museum store

» Visitor Center
exhibits

The Cuyamaca Rancho State Park Interpretive Association (or, CRSPIA) has been
a park partner since 1977. The association raises funds through its sale of museum
store items, firewood, and ice. Among the support for interpretation that CRSPIA
has provided are funds for the temporary visitor center exhibits and new interpretive
panels for Stonewall Mine and along the Stonewall Peak Trail.
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Interpretation Audience
Demographics

« Campers

» Regional residents

« 6 grade students
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At least three key audiences participate in the park’s interpretation and education
programs. Nature Walks and Campfire Programs are mostly attended by the park’s
overnight campers. The Visitor Center audience is primarily comprised of San Diego

and Imperial Valley residents. A third key audience is the 6" grade students who
attend Cuyamaca Outdoor School.
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Climb With Care Escale Con
Cuidado

Escalar es un reto, el premio es atractivo.

The climb is challenging;
the reward is enticing.

Another demographic group is Spanish-speaking visitors, which park management
estimates to be between 3 and 5% of the total park visitors. This percentage can be
higher on weekends. Although there are no interpretive programs currently offered

in Spanish, one new public safety panel is bilingual. Additionally, Junior Ranger
materials are available in English and in Spanish.
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Planning for interpretation and education depends on understanding the park's
existing conditions, including the visitors we serve. What new interpretive facilities
and programs might better connect visitors with the park’s resources? Which new
park visitors should we be planning for, and what needs might they have? We
welcome your participation during this general plan process for Cuyamaca Rancho
State Park.
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