
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment B 

Compilation of all Agency/Stakeholder Comments Received 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 





From: Olejnik, John@DOT  

Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2016 8:01 AM 
To: General, Plan@Parks 

Cc: Holm, Carl P. x5103; Todd Muck 
Subject: CASP GP Preferred Alternative 

 
Attached are Caltrans’ comments to the Carmel Area General Plan Alternatives Analysis. 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

John Olejnik 

California Dept of Transportation 

50 Higuera Street 

San Luis Obispo, CA  93401 

(805) 542-4751 

john.olejnik@dot.ca.gov 

 
 
 
 

mailto:john.olejnik@dot.ca.gov






From: Amity Wood [mailto:amity@campsealab.org]  

Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2016 5:23 PM 
To: General, Plan@Parks 

Subject: CASP GP Preferred Alternative Plan comments 

 

Dear Ms. Wagner and Members of the Carmel Area State Parks Planning Team: 

  

On behalf of Camp SEA Lab and Friends of Camp SEA Lab, I hereby submit our 
comments on the Preferred Alternative Plan for the Pt. Lobos Ranch property/New State 
Park presented to stakeholders and the public on June 1, 2016. 

 

Please see attached document. 

 

Thanks, 

Amity 

  

-------------- 
Amity Wood 
Managing Director, Camp SEA Lab 
100 Campus Center, Building 42 
Seaside, CA  93955 
Tel: (831) 582-3925 
campsealab.org 
 

 

 

             

"Fostering lifelong excitement, scientific understanding, and stewardship of our coasts 
and ocean" 
 

mailto:amity@campsealab.org
http://campsealab.org/
http://campsealab.org/
http://www.facebook.com/campsealab
http://twitter.com/campsealab
http://www.youtube.com/user/CampSEALabVideo
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June 13, 2016 
 
Ellie Wagner 
RE:  CASP General Plan 
California State Parks, Planning Section 
1 Capitol Mall, Suite 410 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Dear Ms. Wagner and Members of the Carmel Area State Parks Planning Team: 
 
On behalf of Camp SEA Lab and Friends of Camp SEA Lab, I hereby submit our 
comments on the Preferred Alternative Plan for the Pt. Lobos Ranch property/New 
State Park presented to stakeholders and the public on June 1, 2016.  
  
We are strongly urging the CASP Planning Team to revisit the potential of having a 
residential environmental education facility located on the Pt. Lobos Ranch property.  
In making this request, we are assuming that the decision to preclude the residential 
environmental education facility in the Preferred Alternative Plan was based on the 
General Plan: Economic Analysis (Section 4:  Residential Environmental Education 
Facility).  Unfortunately, the economic analysis was based on incomplete data that 
greatly underestimates the potential for economic gain by CA State Parks. 
 
Camp SEA Lab, a program sponsored under CSU Monterey Bay’s non-profit affiliate, 
has experienced tremendous growth in our 15-year history and proven to be a major 
science education program for the local community.  Reaching over 15,000 
participants since 2000, the program also supports the CSUMB Marine Science and 
Environmental Studies programs, where annually scores of CSUMB students 
participate in internships and service placements working as teachers and mentors of 
the younger children who attend Camp SEA Lab’s programs.   
 
As expressed in our July 29, 2015 letter submitted to State Parks during the public 
comment period, Camp SEA Lab has experienced an average of 20% annual growth 
in program demand, but our current temporarily leased science camp facility cannot 
accommodate an increase in capacity.  This means that children and their families, 
who want to experience outdoor science education and make personal connections to 
our environment, are unfortunately being turned away.  The need is great, and the 
revenue potential is strong for future growth with a new residential site. 
 
We have carefully reviewed the General Plan: Economic Analysis Section 4:  
Residential Environmental Education Facility, and have determined that the 
information presented is misleading and based on incorrect data in regards to the 
Camp SEA Lab program.  We would like to address one of the most erroneous and 
inaccurate assumptions in the report, specifically relating to Camp SEA Lab: 

Assumption (page 38): 
“For purposes of this analysis, the Residential Environmental Education Option 
assumes that 6% of Camp SEA Lab’s organizational budget (serving as a proxy 
for other non-profit organizations that provide environmental residential education 
programming) will be expended on leasing/access costs.” 

Correction: 
Camp SEA Lab currently spends 20% of gross income on site leasing contracts 
for Outdoor School.  This significantly increases the revenue potential for CDPR 
at the Pt. Lobos Ranch property.  Using the economic report’s “steady growth 
scenario” of 5% per year as a conservative economic estimate, this would raise the 
AAR total over a 10-year lease period from -$293,062 to a net positive of $1.3M, 
making a science camp facility profitable and feasible for the CDPR. 

 

100 Campus Center 
Building 42 
Seaside, CA 93955 
Tel: 831-582-3681 
Fax: 831-582-3691 
campsealab@csumb.edu 
www.campsealab.org 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

During the July 22, 2015 workshop meeting, many members of the 
community, including other local NGO’s, expressed great interest and 
support for the possibility of a residential science/outdoor education 
program on the Pt. Lobos Ranch property.  Obviously, community 
members showed enthusiasm for bringing a program such as Camp SEA 
Lab to that site. 
 
Since the Pt. Lobos Ranch property had been previously zoned for visitor 
services/hotel space and then changed by the CA Coastal Commission 
(2014) for “science camp/outdoor education” use, it seems only logical 
that the Preferred Alternative Plan for Pt. Lobos Ranch property not 
preclude the possibility of hosting a residential science camp facility in 
the future.  Larger project considerations, such as available water, 
potential traffic issues, environmental impacts, etc. should be specifically 
addressed in a project analysis after the CASP General Plan process is 
completed. 
 
Based on the following, we would request that the Preferred Alternative 
Plan for the Pt. Lobos Ranch property consider hosting a residential 
science camp facility in the future: 
 

1. Tremendous financial benefit to CA State Parks as evidenced by 
the listed correction to General Plan Economic Analysis  
(Section 4:  Residential Environmental Education Facility). 
   

2. In spite of numerous visitor-serving facilities in Monterey 
County, there is a significant lack of residential facilities to serve 
the approximate 70K youth with science education in one of the 
most marine-life rich areas of the world.  

 

3. Both Camp SEA Lab and the Pt. Lobos Foundation are 
committed to identifying the most ideal location for the 
development of a residential facility, considered one of the 
highest priorities of our respective organizations. 

 

4. Local residents and stakeholders greatly value the potential of 
having a residential facility located at the Pt. Lobos Ranch 
property, based on the results of the January and July 2015 CASP 
General Planning workshops. 
  

In closing, we request the CASP planning team closely review and 
conduct a further analysis to determine a more accurate assessment of the 
profitability for hosting a residential science camp facility at the Pt. 
Lobos Ranch property.  At this time, we ask that the Preferred 
Alternative Plan not preclude the possibility of hosting a residential 
science camp facility, until such further analysis and studies can be done. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Amity Wood 
Managing Director 
Camp SEA Lab 

 

100 Campus Center 
Building 42 
Seaside, CA 93955 
Tel: 831-582-3681 
Fax: 831-582-3691 
campsealab@csumb.edu 
www.campsealab.org 
 



From: schachtersj@comcast.net [mailto:schachtersj@comcast.net]  

Sent: Wednesday, June 15, 2016 4:20 PM 
To: General, Plan@Parks 

Subject: CASP GP Preferred Altenative 

 

 

 

mailto:schachtersj@comcast.net
mailto:schachtersj@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

June 14, 2016 
Senator Bill Monning 
State Capitol  
Room 313 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Assembly member Mark Stone 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0029 
 
Re:  Carmel Area State Parks General Plan: 
 
Dear Senator Monning and Assemblyman Stone: 
 
The Carmel Valley Association Board of Directors has recently reviewed Carmel Area State 
Parks General Plan (CASPGP) and attended the Preferred Alternative public open house at 
Rancho Canada Golf Club on June 1. 
 
We are extremely concerned about the General Plan as presented. We plan to address 
concerns about some of the specific data in the overall document in a letter that will follow. 
For the purposes of meeting the June 15th date as a deadline to submit comments, this letter 
will concern itself with issues at a broader level. The major and broader issues that concern 
us are the following: 
 
1) There appears to be no coordination between the Carmel Area State Parks General Plan 
and the Rancho Canada Project Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report and other 
proposed Monterey County projects that will impact the area.  
 
2) There is no attention paid to the interaction between the proposed vehicle 
accommodations for the Carmel Area State Parks (CASP) and the local existing and 
planned transportation infrastructure. The current traffic conditions from Carmel to Big 
Sur on Hwy 1 are extremely poor, and congestion and long delays are common, even 
during the course of a normal weekday, let alone on weekends and holidays. The 
current traffic is more than the existing infrastructure can support. In addition, all of the 
existing parks are overused and there is insufficient parking within them, forcing long 
streams of cars to park on the shoulder lanes up and down Hwy 1.  
 
3) The current  “Draft Traffic and Parking Study”, does not include a quantitative analysis of 
existing traffic conditions, including traffic volumes and intersection delays, along State 



 2 

Route 1 (SR1) between Monterey and Big Sur. A careful study of these conditions should be 
a prerequisite to any responsible planning process, and should be prominent components 
of any report on this project prior to developing any additional access to the various parcels 
that come under the California Area State Parks General Plan.  
 
4) There appears to be no clear plan to phase in the development of the various areas of 
future additional visitor access based on what the infrastructure can actually accommodate. 
We believe that the first order of business is to alleviate the current traffic and parking 
conditions on Hwy 1 and in the state parks by the following: 
 

• Restricting the number of individuals/ automobiles entering the state parks through a 
reservation and permit process; 
• Reducing the over all volume of visitor automobiles on HWY 1 south of the Carpenter 
Avenue intersection in Carmel through a vehicle access process that accommodates 
local traffic and limits the number of visitors to what the various facilities, parks, 
restaurants, motels can accommodate; 
• Negotiating with Cal Trans to limit parking on Hwy 1 south from the Carpenter Avenue 
intersection to only designated parking areas along HWY 1 that can safely 
accommodate visitor parking; 
• Increasing the presence of Highway Patrol and other policing agencies to address 
illegal parking.  

 
We believe that the Carmel Area State Parks General Plan (CASPGP) should not develop 
further visitor access until the issues outlined above are successfully addressed. Any 
subsequent development should be considered in phases and only pursued with in the 
context of the success of resolving the existing traffic and parking problems. This is a serious 
failure in the State Parks planning process and use of the State’s and the park system’s 
planning resources. 
 
We respectfully ask for your help in convincing the State agency and program administrators 
that the Carmel Area State Parks General Plan, in its current state, needs to be revisited 
and re-examined within the context of the current serious traffic congestion and park 
overuse realities.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Pris Walton     Eric Sand 
President     Vice President 
Carmel Valley Association 
 
Cc: Mathew Fuzie – Monterey District Superintendent, CA State Parks 



From: Blake Matheson [mailto:gypaetusbarbatus1@gmail.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, June 15, 2016 2:37 PM 
To: Bachman, Stephen@Parks; General, Plan@Parks 

Subject: CASP GP Preferred Alternative 

 
Hello State Parks Folks 
 
Attached please find Monterey Parks comments re the above. 
 
Thank you. 

 

--  
Blake T. Matheson 
Monterey Peninsula 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/34328261@N02/ 
http://montereyaudubon.org/volunteers/blake-matheson.html 
 "If you save the living environment, the biodiversity that we have left, you will also automatically save the physical environment, too... If 
you only save the physical environment, you will ultimately lose both." E.O. Wilson.  
 

mailto:gypaetusbarbatus1@gmail.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/34328261@N02/
http://montereyaudubon.org/volunteers/blake-matheson.html


CA State Parks Plan  1 

 
MONTEREY AUDUBON SOCIETY 

 Celebrating, Exploring, Conserving and Restoring the Birds and Ecology of the Greater Monterey Bay Region Since 1943 
 
June 13, 2016 
 
SENT VIA EMAIL 
Stephen.bachman@parks.ca.gov 
plan.general@parks.co.gov 
 
RE: CASP GP Preferred Alternative 
 
Dear Mr. Bachman & Whom It May Concern at State Parks 
 
 Monterey Audubon welcomes the opportunity to comment on State Park’s proposed additions to the 
General Plan and their potential impacts to certain properties in the Carmel Area, and in particular their 
impacts to the lower Carmel River at Carmel River State Beach and Odello Lagoon (“The Carmel River 
Sites.”) Monterey Audubon is a regional conservation organization with app. 1000 members who live in the 
greater Monterey Bay Area. These comments are submitted on their behalf.  
 
I.) The Carmel River Sites Comprise Crucial bird and Wildlife habitat 
 
 The lower portions of the Carmel River Watershed constitute an “Important Bird Area,” of statewide 
significance as designated by Birdlife International and Audubon California. The diversity of habitat types 
present as well as the diversity of birdlife, including listed and threatened species, relying on the area is 
notable. Migrant and nesting songbirds utilize the cottonwood-willow-sycamore forest lining the lower river. 
Coastal chapparal specialists like California Thrasher and Nuttall’s White-crowned Sparrow rely upon the 
coastal scrub fanning out long the coastal headlands beneath Cross Hill for nesting habitat. An impressive 
array of water-birds utilize the lagoon, beach and lower river for breeding, foraging and over-wintering, 
including Western Snowy Plover, Elegant Tern, Surf Scoter and many, many others.  
 
II.) Current and Proposed Public Access to the Carmel River Sites Can Adversely Effect Birdlife and 
should be Mitigated 
 
 Currently access to terrestrial habitat around “Odello West,” is sharply limited to scientific or 
conservation efforts. As a result, significant numbers of nesting species have been able to colonize the area 
during its decades-long ecological rehabilitation without meaningful human and domestic canine disturbance. 
We are concerned that a substantially expanded in public visitation to Odello west will adversely effect the 
birds present.  
 
 We are deeply concerned and have been, for many years, about the lack of enforcement of leash 
provisions on Carmel River State Beach. Birders have always tried to politely remind visitors running their 
dogs up and down the beach and through the lagoon that leashes are required, often resulting in tense 
situations. Were State Parks regularly enforcing the requirement we believe this situation, stressful for birds 
and birders both, would be at least partially alleviated.  
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 Recreational human use of the lagoon, both along the main stem of the river, as well as Odello 
lagoon should be limited and monitored. Kayakers, S.U.P. Borders and floating loungers are a regular site 
both on the main stem of the lagoon and at Odello Lagoon.  Their presence, as well as the presence of their 
dogs, discourages or adversely impacts the essential ecological impacts of many species attempting to interact 
with the river ecosystem.   
 
 To mitigate these concerns we believe:  
 

1) No dogs should be allowed at Odello West. Sufficient resources should be allocated to 
enforce the No dogs provision; 
 

2)  Public visitation should be limited in quantity. Either by keeping the footprint of 
additional parking capacity small or through use of an expanded permitting system, the 
amount of new foot traffic impacting Odello West should be limited to less than 100 
visitors per day, on peak days; 
 

3)  Existing Leash laws at Carmel River Beach should be regularly and competently 
enforced, including with citations if compliance does not improve; 
 

4)  Recreational human activities, including the kinds described above should be excluded 
from any portion of the main Carmel River Lagoon as well as Odello Lagoon.  

 
 
 We appreciate that State Parks has the difficult task of balancing human access to its properties as 
with the conservation of resources and wildlife protected by those properties. We are all fortunate to live in a 
region with properties of such high ecological value as the Carmel River Sites. As State Parks moves forward 
to enhance and maintain its properties, it must be vigilant to ensure its primary mission of stewardship is 
fulfilled even though it may require limiting the number of people, and the number of activities, allowed on 
its properties.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Blake Matheson 
Board President, Monterey Audubon 
 



From: Barbara Buikema [mailto:Buikema@cawd.org]  

Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2016 7:00 PM 
To: General, Plan@Parks 

Subject: Comments on General Plan 

 
Thank you 
 
Barbara Buikema 
General Manager 
Carmel Area Wastewater District 
831-624-1248 
 

mailto:Buikema@cawd.org






From: Rachel Saunders [mailto:rsaunders@bigsurlandtrust.org]  

Sent: Saturday, June 25, 2016 4:45 PM 
To: General, Plan@Parks 

Subject: Big Sur Land Trust comments on CASP General Plan and Preferred Alternative (June 25, 2016) 
Importance: High 

 

June 25, 2016 

 

Ellie Wagner 

California State Parks Planning + Design Section 

1 Capitol Mall, Suite 410 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Ms. Wagner, 

 

Please see attached comments from the Big Sur Land Trust on State Parks’ proposed Preferred 

Alternative, Carmel Area State Parks. 

 

We appreciate your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rachel Saunders   
 

Rachel T. Saunders 
Director of Conservation 
Big Sur Land Trust 
509 Hartnell Street 
Monterey, CA 93940 
Mail: P.O. Box 4071 
Monterey, CA 93942 
(831) 625-5523, ext 109 
F: (831) 658-0716 
rsaunders@bigsurlandtrust.org 
www.bigsurlandtrust.org 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information in this message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity 
to which it is addressed, and may contain information which is legally privileged, confidential and exempt from 
disclosure. Photocopying, distribution or the taking of action in reliance on the contents of this message is 
unauthorized and prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please notify us immediately. Thank you. 

PUBLIC RECORDS NOTICE: If this communication is with government entities, correspondents should assume that 
all communication to or from this address is recorded and may be reviewed by third parties. 

 
 

mailto:rsaunders@bigsurlandtrust.org
mailto:rsaunders@bigsurlandtrust.org
http://www.bigsurlandtrust.org/




















From: Anna Patterson [mailto:anna@pointlobos.org]  

Sent: Wednesday, June 22, 2016 8:59 AM 
To: General, Plan@Parks 

Cc: Cynthia Vernon; Fuzie, Mat@Parks; Bilz, James@Parks; Kit Armstrong 
Subject: CASP General Plan Preferred Alternative Comments 

 

June 22, 2016 
 

California State Parks 

Planning + Design Section 
Attn: Ellie Wagner 

 
Dear Ellie, 

 
Attached please find comments from the Point Lobos Foundation regarding 

the preferred alternative proposed for the General Plan at the June 1, 2016 
open house. A hard copy is being mailed to your attention today as well. 

Thank you, 
 
Anna Patterson 

Development and Communications Director 

Point Lobos Foundation | pointlobos.org 

866-338-7227 ext. 101 
anna@pointlobos.org 
 

 

mailto:anna@pointlobos.org
http://pointlobos.org/
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From: Monta Potter [mailto:mpotter@carmelchamber.org]  

Sent: Friday, June 24, 2016 4:16 PM 
To: General, Plan@Parks 

Subject: comments on General Plan 

 
Dear State Parks, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Carmel Area State Parks General Plan. 
 
The Carmel Chamber of Commerce runs a visitor center on San Carlos in Carmel-by-the-Sea. Speaking to 
visitors every day gives us insight into what they want to do while here in the area. They want to see 
Carmel-by-the-Sea, Point Lobos State Reserve, and Big Sur (and maybe the aquarium too). Most of the 
visitors have rental cars but they and those traveling without a car would love to have someone else 
drive them to Point Lobos and Big Sur so they can look out the window and not be stuck in traffic jams. 
 
We would propose a shuttle system such as the one at Yosemite where they could park their car and 
ride. Fortunately, a property exists to accommodate this – the property is call lower Hatton Canyon 
which is south of Rio Road adjacent to Safeway. This is also called Marathon Flats because it is the main 
site for the Big Sur Marathon. It is surplus property for state parks and the Monterey Salinas Transit 
would like to establish a park and ride here. The Big Sur Marathon would be fine with a Park and Ride as 
long as they are able to use the property once a year in April. Highway 1 is temporarily closed on that 
day anyway. The Crossroads Shopping Center, General Manager Cynthia Buhl, has expressed that she 
would be very supportive of a Park and Ride to relieve the shopping center parking lot being used as a 
Park and Ride. 
 
This Park and Ride concept would help relieve pressure on Highway 1 and support the accessibility of 
Carmel Area State Parks for visitors and locals. It would also reduce greenhouse gas emissions related to 
an increase in auto trips. A Park and Ride could include a parking area, transit building with customer 
service and real-time transit route information. It could also include visitor information about Carmel 
Area State Parks. MST has not suggested it, but I believe a bathroom would be helpful. 
 
I have talked to all the parties involved and all are in favor of this concept. What visitors would want is a 
shuttle that goes often enough that they can hop on and off throughout the day. 
 
We also concur with the key management goals and the passive recreational uses that are articulated in 
the preferred alternative. I have participated in planning for the Lobos-Corona Parklands Project and this 
is an exciting idea which needs advancement. All of these great ideas are only possible with a parking 
and traffic mitigation plan. The elements of such a plan are available and it is critical to all to solve traffic 
and parking issues. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Monta Potter 
 
 
Monta M. Potter 
Chief Executive Officer 
Carmel Chamber of Commerce 

mailto:mpotter@carmelchamber.org


PO Box 4444 
Carmel, CA 93921 
831-624-2522 
www.carmelcalifornia.org 
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