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San. Onofre State Beach contains 2,945 acres of land in three separate parcels which
can be developed to' provide facilities for camping, picnicking, swimming, surfing,
fishing, hiking and cycling. Located midway between Los Angeles and San Diego, the
park will, when developed to its full potential, help alleviate the critical shortage
throughout Southern California metropolitan areas of recreation facilities within the
zero-to-two hour travel zone,

The park contains 55 acres of beach and 24,000 feet of ocean frontage. In addition to
swimming and surf fishing, this area is famous for some of the best surfing in
California.

A careful resource analysis has indicated that certain areas at the park can
accommodate intensive development. Those portions of the park suitable for high
intensity use will provide space for more than 1,000 campsites, 1,600 day use parking
spaces, four group camp areas, two campfire centers, and the necessary service
facilities.

Other areas, such as the rugged cliffs and arroyos at the edge of the coastal plain, are
suitable for low density use. They have a high scenic value and will be traversed by
approximately 25 miles of hiking trails.

Planned development of this area as a park will also include preservation of the marshy
area at the lower end of San Mateo Creek, one of the few remaining fresh water
marshes in the Southern California area.

Ultimately, the unit has a potential to provide for 7,335 overnight visitors in 1,467
campsites and three group areas; 6,384 daytime visitors can be accommodated by the
parking lots adjacent to the beaches.

The mild climate in this area will allow the park to be used throughout the year.
Summer temperatures range from 629 to 859. In the winter season the temperature
varies from a low of 44° to the low 70s. Rainfall averages about 13 inches annually,

The land has been acquired by the State of California unmom a 50-year lease from the
Department of the Navy.

Funding for initial development is anticipated in the 1973-74 fiscal year.

Planned Development

Type of Facility Proposed Facilities
Camp Units 1,167
Group Camp Units 4
Parking Facilities 1,296

(Serving beach day use)
Parking Facilities 300
(Serving inland day use)
Campfire Centers 2
Trails 25 mi,
Trailer Sanitation Stations 10
Concession Buildings 2
(Food and beach rental)
Food and Laundry Service 1
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[Il Resources Analysis

The purpose of this chapter is to analyze and interrelate the recreational resources
within the park area. It will explore the question of what we have to work with and
will provide the basic rationale for the allowable use intensity plan and the “General
Development Plan” set forth in Chapter 5.

The resources analysis is depicted by six maps, each of which is discussed in the
following text. Five of the maps show the rescurces that should be preserved, and one
map deals with hazardous areas, The dark arcas of the maps represent the areas of
highest resource value; the lighter areas are those with less resource value. In order to
minimize damage to natural resources, the most intensive development should take
place in the lightest areas; less intensive development should be located on slightly
darker arcas; and the darkest areas should receive minimum use and development.
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NOTE: To avoid printing oosiz and delays, the overlay systemn described on the prior page was not
usad in this printing of the development plan reports on San Onofrs State Beach, and maps réplace the
original overlays, Coplse of reports containing the overlays can be inspected at the Department’s
disteiet offices.
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IV Resource Management Plan

Declaration of Purpose

San Onofre State Beach is established to make available to the people the outstanding
beach and related features along the northern coast of San Diego County, includirng
important uplands east of the Interstate 5 Freeway in the valley of San Mateo Creek. It
will also provide for the.enjoyment and use of these areas in ways that fake full
advantage of the recreational opportunities thus afforded while at the same fime
protecting the natural and cultural values of the region.

Declaration of Management Policy

The Department of Parks and Recreation will manage the lands and their resources at
San Onofre State Beach so as to provide for optimum recreational use of the shoreline
and related upland areas consistent with their protection. The Department will also
protect from damage or deterioration those natural and cultural features that lend
distinction fo this coastal region, including, but not limited to, the beaches, the
spectacular coastal bluffs, the best examples of natural vegetation, the wetlands near
San Mateo Creek, notable geological phenomena, fossilized plants and animal life, the
remains of Indian civilization, and sites associated with historical events.
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The land that constitutes San Onofre State Beach, consisting of 2,945 acres, was leased
to the State of California by the U.S. Department of the Navy under a 50-year
agreement in September, 1971, The property was leased to the State in three parcels
designated as vmanm_m one, two, and c.:mm. Each parcel sE be Emocmmoa here as a
separate unit.

Parcel 1

Parcel 1 lies inland from Interstate 5. It will be used for family camping, group
camping, picnicking, bicycling, hiking, environmental and agricultural interpretive
facilities, and service and maintenance area. This parcel will also be used for
commercial agricultural purposes.

The primary impact of the San Onofre development on this parcel will be caused by
the construction of facilities, such as roads, parking spaces, trails, drainage structures,
comfort stations, and underground utilities, Although the area will be unsightly during
the construction period, once the development is completed, the visual impact on the
naturai flora, fauna, or mgmg_ o:m&nﬁmw of _&m land will be limited. ,
The secondary impact of the development on parcel 1 will be caused by public use of
the area. The negative effects of this will include visual pollution caused by tents,
trailers, cars, and the like.

The benefits of the project will include public epjoyment through camping, picnicking,
hiking, bike riding, and participation in environmental, agricultural, educational, and
interpretive programs as well as fishing, swimming, and surfing. Another benefit will be
the continuing use of 500+ acres for commercial agriculture, It is the intention of the
Department of Parks and Recreation to maintain agriculture within the valley for as
long as possible and to include this part of California’s moozoB« i&ﬁu the interpretive
E.ONEB at San Onofre State Beach.

sz:.oam_u_o adverse environmental effects will __um rm:moa E\ mmﬁum, aﬁm and fills, and
vegetation removal,.all Ow which will be minimal. .

Mitigation of undesirable effects on the m=<wg5a§ will be achieved by constructing
all developed day:use areas and campgrounds on stable flatland which, E s._omﬂ ¢asgs,
has been'used by the U.S, Marine Corps for many years. i

Except for the fairly severe cuts and fills that will be necessary on the interior
campground road near its connection to the Cristianitos Road, almost all roads and
trails will be built on existing roads.

An alternative to the proposed development in terms of meeting the public’s need for
camping and other recreational facilities is to develop the agricultural lands within the
property. This would have the positive effect of keeping large numbers of people out
of the natural areas. However, it would have the negative effect of severely
" downgrading the quality of the recreation experience. The removal of agriculture from
this land would also be a negative factor since the land constitutes one of the most
productive table-crop farms on the southern coast.

The only other alternative would be not to develop the area at all. However, the
ever-increagsing demand for recreation facilities on the Southern California coast will

probably have to be met. The expansion &. existing facilities at nearby parks to mest
these needs would pose other environmental problems that would probably be more
severe than those encountered at San Onofre.

Parcel 2

Parcel 2 is bounded on the south by the Southern California Edison Nuclear Power
Plant, on the north by the U.S. Marine Corps Enlisted Men’s Club, and on the east by
Interstate 5. Because of the rocky character of the beach, which causes better than
average surfing conditions, this area will be developed primarily for use by surfers.
Camping on the barren coastal plain and day-use parking at the base of the bluffs will
be the two uses provided for the surfers, This parcel will also include a service and
maintenance area on the inland side between mﬁ Southern OmE,oE_m Edison Company
spur track and the old highway.

The primary impact of the San Onofre development on parcel 2 will be caused by
grading, paving, installation of underground utilities, and construction of comfort
stations knd drainage structures. Since the beach is already heavily used by the public,
the secondary impact caused by this project will be confined to the coastal plain
development. People, cars, and tents will detract from the beauty of the environment.
The positive impact will be the reaction enjoyed by the public.

There are no unavoidable adverse environmental effects as a regult of this development.

,.SEmmﬂb: measures will include tree and shrub Emi:ﬁ on the coastal plain to soften
the impact of the development.

The only alternative to the proposed project would be not 1o develop the area at all.
However, it must be assumed that the beach will continue to be at least as heavily used
as 1f is now. The coastal plain area, where camping is planned, would remain open land,
but since this land is now m_ﬂmEo fill, it nmssoﬂ be ox@ooga to wﬁ%@oﬁ nﬁﬁm:% mE\
significant vegetation. _ i P A

Parcel 3

Parcel 3 is a three and one-half mile strip of magnificent coastline. The development
proposed for this area is intended to fit in with the primitive nature of the land, It will
include day use parking and frailer and tent camping along the abandoned U.S.
Highway 101, access trails to the beach, small hike-in camps at selected sites in the
canyons, comfort stations on the highway and on the beach, and underground utilities.

The primary impact of the San Onofre development on this parcel will be caused by
installatfon of underground utilities and construction of trails and comfort stations,
The secondary impact will be the result of use. People will want to explore the coastal
plainiand are apt to litfer, destroy vegetation, and cause erosion. Persons who wander
off the trails leading to the beach will also destroy vegetation and cause erosion,

A positive impact of the development will be the enjoyment of a primitive beach by
the public. This will include recreation activities such as camping, picnicking, fishing,
swimming, surfing, and tide pool exploring. Interpretive programs will include
information on the most westerly land terminus of the San Andreas Fault.

1
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