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The MRCA is dedicated to the
preservation and management of local
open space and parkland, watershed 
lands, trails, and wildlife habitat. 
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COASTAL SLOPE TRAIL 

•History 
 
•Acquisitions 
 
•Challenges Ahead 
 



Santa 
Clarita 

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Zone /  

Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor Boundary 

Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area (SMMNRA) 



 

 

• Regional trail that spans over 70 miles, affording spectacular coastal views 

 

• Joining Los Angeles and Ventura counties, the CST crosses through three large State Parks  

and two National Park Service open space units. 

(Approx 70% of the land slated for the Coastal Slope Trail is in public hands.) 

 

• When completed, the route will link at least 15 public spaces, including Malibu Creek,  

Topanga, Leo Carrillo, and Point Mugu State Parks as well as Charmlee Wilderness Park.  

 

• Approx. 100 parcels of private land still need to be bought or have easement rights established. 

 



LA County General Plan from 1965 (no CST) 



LA County General Plan CST as of 1980 



National Park Service CST alignment until 2007 





Current MRCA /SMMC CST Alignment 





Recent MRCA Acquisitions along CST 



Point Mugu to Ventura/LA County Line 





No Easements Secured (6 mile portion) 



Leo Carrillo SP to NPS Zuma/Trancas Canyons 

















NPS Zuma/Trancas to Corral Canyon 















Latigo Canyon to Solstice Canyon Private Holding 



Corral Canyon to Malibu Creek SP 





Puerco Canyon Coastal Core Habitat (Cameron Nature Preserve) 





Puerco Canyon Coastal Core Habitat (Cameron Nature Preserve) 





Malibu Creek SP to Tuna Canyon 







3 Carbon Mesa Lots 





Burned Carbon Mesa House 

Lowest House 







 

•Challenges 

 

The Coastal Slope Trail 

•Funding / Willing Sellers 

 

•Securing Easements 

 

•Terrain Constraints 



LOS ANGELES RIVER RECREATION ZONE 



GREATER LOS ANGELES RIVERS:  

Flood Control Infrastructure + Barrier + Wasteland 



LOS ANGELES RIVER HISTORY: Pre-development 



LOS ANGELES RIVER HISTORY: Development 



LOS ANGELES RIVER HISTORY: Development 



LOS ANGELES RIVER HISTORY: Channelization 



LOS ANGELES RIVER: Unpaved Soft-bottom Segments 



LOS ANGELES RIVER: Elysian Valley Soft-bottom 



LOS ANGELES RIVER: Pocket Parks and Trees 



LOS ANGELES RIVER: Navigable River Status 

Source: LA CreakFreak 



LOS ANGELES RIVER: Perceptions Changing 



LOS ANGELES RIVER: Anza Trail, Greenway & Parks 



LOS ANGELES RIVER: Marsh Park 



BIRD WATCHING 



FISHING 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: Training 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: River Approach 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: First Experience 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: Community Paddle 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: LAUSD Students 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: Marsh Rapids 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: BOS Trip 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: Mayor Garcetti 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: Sepulveda Basin 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: Sepulveda Basin 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: Sepulveda Basin 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONE: Sepulveda Basin 



LOS ANGELES RIVER REC ZONES: Season Closed 



FUTURE: Los Angeles River Environmental Restoration 



SAFE ROUTES TO THE RIVER STUDY 



SAFE ROUTES TO THE RIVER STUDY 
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POTENTIAL Inter-connected Multiple-benefit Parks & Regional Trails 

Ballona Creek 



THE URBAN CONTEXT: Underutilized & Lacking Connectivity 



LAUSD: Engagement, Reevaluate the River, Jobs 



PARTNERSHIP: MRCA & NPS RTCA 



PARTNERSHIP: Rethink Connecting to the River 



PROJECT STRATEGY 



LAUSD SUMMER COHORT: Community Mapping 



LAUSD SUMMER COHORT: Local Expertise 



PILOT CONCEPTS: Analysis 



PILOT CONCEPTS: Recommendations 



PILOT CONCEPTS: Recommendations 



PILOT CONCEPTS: Site Design 



PILOT CONCEPTS: Site Design 



YOUTH ENGAGEMENT OUTCOMES: Graduation 



YOUTH ENGAGEMENT OUTCOMES: River Immersion 



LAUSD POLICY OUTCOMES: River Field Trips 



YOUTH ENGAGEMENT OUTCOMES: Moving Forward 



YOUTH ENGAGEMENT OUTCOMES: River Ambassadors 



LONG-TERM PLANNED OUTCOMES 


