
urban trail crossings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
About San Jose: 

About 1,000,000 residents 
Level topography
300 days of sunshine (more than San Diego)
Casual environment, well-suited to biking 



Outline 

• About San José Trails  
• Fact Finding: Overview of options 
• San José examples of trail crossings 
• Tips / Lessons Learned 

 



Biking & Walking in San José  

Today Tomorrow 
Off-Street Trails 58 miles 100 miles 
On-Street Bike Lanes 256 miles 400 miles 



One Trail Network  
35 connected Trail Systems  



Demand 
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Sustained Usage: 
For 8 years in a row, Trail Count has documented significant annual increases in trail usage. 
Stations along the Guadalupe River have documented between 40 and 50% increases over the prior year. 

Significant Increase in Usage: 
+51% at Guadalupe River Trail (Coleman Avenue) 
+39% at Guadalupe River Trail (San Fernando Street)

Community usage continues to increase, year after year

Trails were a major topic of discussion for the General Plan Steering Committee

T&E Committee has been interested in monitoring progress for past 12 years 





33% gravel 19% gravel 
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Triple the build rate
Remaining trails are more complicated

Need to reconsider how work is getting done or accept less than identified



Social Media @sanjosetrails 

• Twitter 
– Project updates 
– Trail Closures & Detours 
– Trail News 

• Instagram 
– Tourism  

• Periscope 
– Site Visits / Insights  

 



Urban Trail Crossings 
Choices 

• At-grade 
• Non-signalized 
• Signalized 
• Intersecting trails 

• Grade-separated 
• Under-Crossings 
• Bridges 
• Elevated 

• Draw attention / 
Character 

• Gateways  

 

 



Fact 
Finding 



Non-Signalized 



Signalized 



Intersecting trails 





Bridges 





Under-Crossings 







Elevated 



Source: ciprianicharlesdesigns 
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Source (Upper Left Photo): https://ciprianicharlesdesigns.wordpress.com/2014/04/14/elevating-the-concept-of-roundabouts/



Draw attention 







urban trail crossings 
in San José 
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About San Jose: 

About 1,000,000 residents 
Level topography
300 days of sunshine (more than San Diego)
Casual environment, well-suited to biking 



standard at-grade crossings 



San José Trail Signage 
Guidelines 
 
San José Trail Design 
Guidelines (DRAFT)  
 
Caltrans Highway Design 
Manual  
 
VTA Bicycle Technical 
Guidelines  
 
Santa Clara County Design 
Guidelines  



• Albertson Parkway 
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ADA ramp leads to the intersection’s crosswalk



Align to intersection 
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DOT makes determination on signage/striping on street, so we lead to the appropriate location to cross the street



Signs for trail and roadway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This gateway has a few outdated features.  
Steel bollard
“Stop” sign posted too low – now 7’ minimum, directional signage should share space with warning sign. 
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Generally, we have standard cross walks, or stop bars at these crossing locations….determined by DOT
Signs are custom – but based on general guidance of MUTCD. 















Signalized Crossings 
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SJ-DOT may eliminate signal, replace with traffic circle



Wayfinding  







 



Direct path of travel  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
San Jose trails are typically developed without a defined parking lot.  The distributed network reduces demand for “hub” parking areas.  Parking on street or at adjacent parks is recommended.  Biking directly to the via bike lanes is encouraged. 





Pedestrian Signal 







Travel modes are equals 
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Street pavement / Sidewalk pavement at same elevation 
12’ wide crosswalks for anticipated travel volumes 
Considering special pavement to carry gateway/plaza design into the intersection area
Complete Streets design – cycletrack, moved on-street to off-street / parallel facility (bonus, reduced roadway width) 
Wayfinding and signage 
Bike icon being conisdered for signal 



Intersecting trails 



•About 2,000 trail visitors at this intersection  
•Four-leg intersection  

Challenge: Defining Rights-of-way 





Davis, California 

Consider  
possible conflicts 

London, England 



Grade-Separated: under-crossing 



Longitudinal Utility Easement  Recreational Easement  
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The easy trails are done – working within an urban environment demands the clever solutions and often significant engineering. Resolving challenging access issues with high quality solutions 



 





“Small” project 
– Big impact 





3 feet 
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Los Gatos Creek Trail development
Travelling beneath railway – coordinating with Caltrain to cost share on the project. 
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Include fencing, cages or shelters to prevent debris or whipping straps from harming the trail users



Grade Separated: Under-Crossings Tips 



Grade-Separated: bridges 











Grade-Separated: elevated 





  



  





Draw Attention 
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Gateways have been a long-established element of San Jose Trails. 
Plaza spaces also incorporated along trails. 



 

Driver Awareness 
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Enhanced pavement and signage – themed
Bike Ramp – no ADA dots because this isn’t a mid-block crossing (LRT rail travels on this street)



Trail User Awareness 



Sense of Place 



Identity  



In Summary 

• You have choices 
• Each site is unique 
• Standards & Guidelines 
• Ask the experts 
• Enhance when possible 



 

“Loving our trails to death” 
 



• Maintenance:  
– Operations/maintenance = $12,050/mile 
– Trail Rangers = $2,200/mile  



Social Media @sanjosetrails 

• Twitter 
– Project updates 
– Trail Closures & Detours 
– Trail News 

• Instagram 
– Tourism  

• Periscope 
– Site Visits / Insights  

 



Yves Zsutty, Trail Manager  
408 793-5561  
Yves.Zsutty@sanjoseca.gov 
Twitter: SanJoseTrails  
 
 
 

CONTACT INFO: 
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