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Metropolitan Greenspace Alliance 

National Movement to make cities livable 
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Multi - Objective 

Greenways – 

KEYED OF Urban  

River Corridors 
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BEACHES & COASTAL TRAIL

EXISTING PARKS 

SCHOOLS OVER 5 ACRES 

BEACHES & COASTAL TRAIL

EXISTING PARKSEXISTING PARKS

BEACHES & COASTAL TRAILBEACHES & COASTAL TRAILBEACHES & COASTAL TRAILBEACHES & COASTAL TRAILBEACHES & COASTAL TRAILBEACHES & COASTAL TRAIL
PROPOSED GREENWAYS – URBAN RIVER CORRIDORS

- 

BEACHES & COASTAL TRAILBEACHES & COASTAL TRAIL

SCHOOLS OVER 5 ACRESSCHOOLS OVER 5 ACRES
ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST 

OLMSTED 1930 
Comprehensive trail & greenway 

network to connect  
key natural areas throughout 

 the LA BASIN  
and beyond 
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                          Less than 
    1 <  ACRE 
               of Parks   
     per  every 1,000 residents 

in low income areas of 
County 

 
 

 

    Greater than 
     > 100  ACRE 
                of Parks  
 Per every 1,000 residents 

in affluent area  
 

Disparity of Opportunities – Access to 

Recreation 

- 2011 report from The City Project 

Los Angeles County 
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1 in 20 Americans live within 1 hour of the San Gabriel Mountains GREENWAYS & TRAILS to connect  
Major Rivers Corridors & Public  Lands  

San Gabriel 
Mountains 

Santa Monica Mountains 
Los Angeles River San Gabriel River 

LA BASIN AND BEYOND  

Rim  of the Valley 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f9/Los_Angeles_Basin_JPLLandsat.jpg
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Pacific Ocean 

Los Angeles Basin – “Broccoli Stalk” 

LA BASIN AND BEYOND  
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Los Angeles County Profile 

Lack of parks and trails impact the  

most racially diverse county in the nation 

Latinos  

48 % (4.8 million) 

Asian Pacific 

Islanders  

15 %  (1.4 million) 

African Americans  

9 % (860,000) 

American Indian  

1.5 % (72,000) 

Whites (not Hispanic)  

28 % (2.7 million) 

Total Population: 9,832,000 
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Languages of Los Angeles 
1 AFRIKAANS 21 

CHINESE  

(MANDARIN) 
41 HAITIAN CREOLE 61 LITHUANIAN 81 PORTUGUESE 101 TAHITIAN 

2 ALBANIAN 22 CORSICAN 42 HAWAIAN 62 LOW SAXON 82 ROMANI 102 TAMIL 

3 ALSATIAN 23 CROATIAN 43 HEBREW 63 LUXEMBOURGEOIS 83 ROMANIAN 103 TATAR 

4 APACHE 24 CZECH 44 HINDI 64 MACEDONIAN 84 RUSSIAN 104 TELUGU 

5 ARABIC 25 DANISH 45 HUNGARIAN 65 MALAGASY 85 SARDINIAN 105 THAI 

6 ARMENIAN 26 DUTCH 46 ICELANDIC 66 MALAY 86 
SCOTTISH 

GAELIC 
106 TURKISH 

7 AZERI 27 ENGLISH 47 INDONESIAN 67 MALAYALAM 87 SERBIAN 107 UDMURT 

8 BAMBARA 28 ESPERANTO 48 IRISH GAELIC 68 MALTESE 88 SESOTHO 108 UKRAINIAN 

9 BASQUE 29 ESTONIAN 49 ITALIAN 69 MAORI 89 SHIMAORE 109 URDU 

10 BELARUSIAN 30 FAROESE 50 JAPANESE 70 
MAPUCHE  

(MAPUDUNGUN) 
90 SHONA 110 VIETNAMESE 

11 BENGALI 31 FINNISH 51 KABYLIAN 71 MARATHI 91 SINDHI 111 WALOON 

12 BERBER 32 FRENCH 52 KANNADA 72 MONGOLIAN 92 SINHALA 112 WELSH 

13 BOBO 33 FRISIAN 53 KHMER 73 MORÉ 93 SLOVAK 113 
WEST INDIAN 

CREOLE 

14 BOSNIAN 34 FRIULAN 54 KINYARWANDA 74 NORWEGIAN 94 SLOVENIAN 114 XHOSA 

15 BRETON 35 GALICIAN 55 KOREAN 75 OCCITAN 95 SOBOTA 115 YIDDISH 

16 BULGARIAN 36 GALLO 56 KURDISH 76 ORIYA 96 SONINKÉ 116 YORUBA 

17 BURMESE 37 GEORGIAN 57 LAO 77 OSSETIAN 97 SPANISH 117 ZULU 

18 CATALAN 38 GERMAN 58 LATIN 78 PAPIAMENTU 98 SWAHILI 

19 CHECHEN 39 GREEK 59 LIGURIAN 79 PERSIAN 99 SWEDISH 

20 CHEROKEE 40 GUARANÍ 60 LINGALA 80 POLISH 100 TAGALOG 

LA BASIN AND BEYOND  
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Green Infrastructure = Resilient Communities 
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San Gabriel Mountains 

Proposed Taylor Yard 

Urban Forests =  
Recreation & Water 

We all want Trails & Greenways  throughout LA Basin 

Proposed Taylor Yard

Trail Culture 

Urban Greenways = Multiple 
Benefits 

(Stormwater, Parks, Active 
Transportation) 

Urban Forests =  
Recreation & Water 

Flood Control Channel ROW 
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Partnership Based Urban Trail Projects 

 
• Pauline Louie, Urban Waters Los Angeles River 

Watershed Ambassador, Urban Waters Federal 

Partnership 

 

• Dennis Arguelles, Program Manager, National Parks 

Conservation Association 

 

• Claire Robinson, Founder & Managing Director, 

Amigos de los Rios, “Emerald Necklace Group” 

 

LA BASIN AND BEYOND  
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30% of  
LA BASIN 
=Protected  
Lands 
Need to  
Balance 
Sustainable 
Recreation/ 
Water  
Resources/ 
Biodiversity/ 
Climate  
Change 
w/17 million  
people  

 
 

San Gabriel Mountain National Monument 

MAJOR STUDIES & CHANGES OF  
HOW FEDERAL LANDS ARE MANAGED 
IN LA BASIN = UNPRECEDENTED  
OPPORTUNITIES FOR  
COLLABORATIVE 
MULTIPLE OBJECTIVE PROJECTS 
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A TALE OF TWO RIVERS 
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LA BASIN PROJECTS  

Inspired by the 1930 Olmsted-

Bartholomew 

Plan for the Los Angeles Basin  

LA &  USC 

Hospital Wellness 

Center 

Urban Waters  

LA River 

Revitalization 

National Forests National Parks, 

State Parks of California & US 

San Gabriel Mountains  

National Monument 

San Gabriel Emerald 

Necklace Case Study 
El Pueblo – CITY 

HISTORIC 

CENTER 

Rim of the Valley 
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SESSION TOPICS 

• CONVERGENCE Fostering & sustaining 

partnerships among widely diverse groups 

• ENGAGE NEW STEWARDS in underserved 

communities in the use of trails for health & 

awareness of nature in urban environment 

• ROLE OF NON PROFITS Strategies for 

incorporating nonprofits in collaborative trail 

planning & implementation projects to  benefit 

underserved communities - 
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 CURRENT CASE STUDIES       

Urban Trails  &  Greenways 

• LA River & San Gabriel Emerald Necklace 

River Revitalization Greenway & Trail 

Network 

• RIM of the Valley - El Pueblo Trail Network–  

– City birthplace Tail & new Collaborative Visitor 

Center 

•  LA & USC Wellness Center – East LA 



Urban Waters Federal Partnership 

Los Angeles River Watershed 

CA Trails & Greenways Conference 
April 24, 2015 
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2
0 

Urban Waters Partnership Urban Waters PartnershipUrban Waters Partnership
 

Grand Rapids, MI 
 Seattle Area, WA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Albuquerque, NM 
Mystic River, MA 
Passaic, NJ 
Atlanta, GA 
Toledo, OH 
 St. Louis, MO 
 San Juan, PR 
Kansas City, MO 
 San Antonio, TX 

 
 

Partner Federal Agencies 
EPA • USDA (Forest Service) • DOI (NPS, Reclamation, 
USGS, FWS) • US Army Corp of Engineers • Commerce 
(NOAA) • EDA • HUD • Transportation • CDC • NIEHS • 

CNCS • Education •  Energy • DHS (FEMA) 
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1 

Metropolitan 

Los Angeles: 

A River Runs 

Through It 

? 
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2 
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Urban Waters Federal Partnership 

2
3 

• COMMUNITY 
Benefit (especially 
under-served or 
distressed) 

• CATALYZE 
Economic 
Revitalization 

• CLEAN & 
Accessible 
Waterways 

• CONNECTING 
to Urban 
Waterways 

Sustainable 
Methods – 
includes 
water 

conservation 

Active 
Partnership, 
that engages 
community 

first  

Break down 
agency silos 

Leverage 
existing 
Assets 



Los Angeles River Cities 
Los Angeles 
Burbank 
Glendale 
Vernon 
Maywood 
Commerce 
Bell 
Bell Gardens 
Cudahy 
South Gate 
Lynwood 
Paramount 
Compton 
Carson 
Long Beach 

LA River= 
51 miles 
102 miles of riverfront 
5 million people 
6 US Congressional districts 
8 State Senate districts 
9 Assembly districts  
5 County Supervisor districts 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/11/City_of_Burbank_California_seal-logo.svg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b0/Glendale_CA_seal.jpg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0f/Seal_of_California.svg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/26/Seal_of_Los_Angeles_County,_California.png
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ACE Los Angeles River Restoration Plan 
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More than Flood Control… 

2

6 

One 
Space… 

many uses 
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Building a 
trail from 

pieces 

Greenway2020 
LA River Revitalization 

Corp 
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8 

Juan  

Bautista  

De Anza 

National 

Historic 

Trail  

Unifying people, places and history 
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Courtesy KCET; Linear Ciites 

River Conditions/In Channel Bikeway 
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31 



32 
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Homelessness along LA River 
LA River Roundtable on Homelessness - Feb 7, 

2015 

• HUD, Federal Reserve Bank of SF, City of LA, 
Enterprise Community Partners 

• Over 70 Stakeholders 
– Trails and Recreation Partners 

– City of LA Rec and Parks 

– Homeless Shelters 

– Mental Health Services 

– Affordable Housing Advocates 

– Business and Economic Development sector 
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• Multi-benefit Approach 

– Broaden Stakeholders 

• Different Dialects, Same Language 

– All about the messaging 

• Build for many constituencies 

– Don’t assume what’s important to 

you, is automatically important to 

them 

 

Paths to Conservation,  

Avenues for Resilience 

3

4 
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Los Angeles:  

TODAY & 

TOMORROW 
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Los Angeles:  

TODAY & 

TOMORROW 
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Contact 

3

7 

Pauline Louie 

Watershed Ambassador 

Urban Waters LA River Partnership 

pauline@watershedhealth.org   

213-229-9947 
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30% of  
LA BASIN 
=Protected  
Lands 
Need to  
Balance 
Sustainable 
Recreation/ 
Water  
Resources/ 
Biodiversity/ 
Climate  
Change 
w/17 million  
people  
 
 

San Gabriel Mountain National Monument 



39 



40 

Landscape level connectivity and 
dual-use infrastructure 

Big Tujunga 
Watershed 

USACE LA River 
Restoration Area 

San Gabriel 
Emerald Necklace 

San Gabriel 
Emerald Necklace 

Williamson Rock 

USACE LA River 
Restoration Area 

Big Tujunga 
Watershed 

Santa Monica 
Mountains NRA 

Los Padres 
National Forest 

Rim of the Valley 

Santa Ana Mountains 

Central Valley 
San Gabriel Mtn National Monument 



Rim of the Valley Corridor Trail: 
Habitat, History & People 

Dennis Arguelles 
California Trails and Greenways Conference 
April 24, 2015 



1930 Olmsted Plan: 
 
“Continued prosperity [in Los Angeles] will depend on 
providing needed parks, because, with the growth of a 
great metropolis here, the absence of parks will make 
living conditions less and less attractive, less and less 
wholesome…...In so far, therefore, as the people fail to 
show the understanding, courage, and organizing ability 
necessary at this crisis, the growth of the Region will tend 
to strangle itself.” 
 





 Concept conceived and copyrighted 
by Margie Feinberg in 1974 as part 
of a master’s thesis at Cal State 

Northridge 
 
 First segment of trail completed in 

1980 
 
 1990 Santa Monica Mountains 

Conservancy: Rim of the Valley Trail 
Corridor Master Plan 

Rim of the Valley Trail: A Brief History 



Rim of the Valley Corridor Special Resource Study 
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National Park Service: 

Rim of the Valley Corridor Special Resource Study 

Address habitat fragmentation, protect & restore 
wildlife corridors and promote connectivity of 
Santa Monica Mts. National Recreation Area  

Bring national recognition to regional historic and 
cultural resources 

Engage new audiences and provide educational 
and recreational opportunities to urban, park-
poor and underserved communities   
 





Rim of the Valley: Habitat, History, 
People 



Engaging New 
Audiences 



Rim of the Valley Coalition Members and Strategic 
Partners 

Open Space Advocates: Las Virgenes Homeowners, Santa Susana 
Mountain Park Association, Community Hiking Club 
 

Wildlife Advocates: Poison Free Malibu, Citizens for Los Angeles 
Wildlife 
 

Environmental Justice: The City Project, Pacoima Beautiful 
 

Historic/Cultural Preservation: El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historic 
Monument, Chinese American Historical Society of Southern CA, 
Chumash Nation, East Los Angeles Community Corp. 
 

Urban Watersheds: Friends of the Los Angeles River, Arroyo Seco 
Foundation 
 

Public Health: Asian & Pacific Islander Obesity Prevention Alliance, 
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California 
 

Traditional/National Conservation Groups: Sierra Club, NRDC 
 

 



Lessons From The Field: 

 Finding common language 
 

 Decentralized Initiative  
 

 Targeted messaging
 
• Organic messengers 
 
 
 
 
 



“The Rim of the Valley Trail will serve as a 
living educational resource for urban 
residents. Anytime a child has the 
opportunity to hike through open space or 
to be surrounded by a region’s unique 

natural and cultural history, important 
learning occurs. In the past 80 years, too 
many residents of the Southland have not 
had appropriate access to such educational 
experiences. Now is our opportunity to 
make that happen.” 
 
 
Brad Rumble,  
Principal, Esperanza Elementary School 
Board Member, Los Angeles Audubon Society 



Thank You! 

 

 

Dennis Arguelles 
Los Angeles Program Manager, NPCA
(213) 482-0642
darguelles@npca.org
www.npca.org 

mailto:darguelles@npca.org
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30% of  
LA BASIN 
=Protected 
Need to  
Balance 
Sustainable 
Recreation/ 
Water  
Resources/ 
Biodiversity/ 
Climate  
Change 
w/17 million  
people  
 
 

San Gabriel Mountain National Monument 
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Faces of the Emerald Necklace Community 



56 
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RIO VISTA PARK 

DURFEE THOMPSON 

PECK ROAD WATER  
CONSERVATION PARK 

GIBSON MARIPOSA PARK 

San Gabriel Canyon 

Emerald Necklace 

LASHBROOK PARK 

VETERANS MEMORIAL  
            PARK 
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Taxonomy Conditions - Urban River Transect 

1. Pristine Forest/ 

Wilderness Areas 

2. Forest Recreational 

Areas 

3. Protected Species 

Areas 

4. Single Family 

Housing  

5. Equestrian Facilities 

6. Religious Institutions 

7. Army Corps 

Facilities 

8. Transportation Yard  

9. Major Arterial 

10. Industrial Park 

11. Sanitation/Fill Sites 

12. School 

13. Multi-Family 

Housing 

14. Airport 

15. Commercial/Retail  

16. Industrial/ 

Manufacturing  

17. Municipal Water 

Management/ 

Spreading Basins 

18. Superfund Site 

19. Railroad Crossing 

20. Major Freeway 

21. Billboard Site 

22. Wetland 

23. Wash, Creek & 

Stream 

24. Brownfield 

25. Vacant Lot- 

Commercial 

26. Vacant Lot-

Residential 

27. Golf Course 

28. Nurseries 

29. Fire Station 

30. Regional 

Transportation-Bus 

/Metro link Station 

31. Regional Park 

32. Pocket Park 

33. Neighborhood Parks 

34. Quarry – Alluvial 

Material 

35. Dead End Street  

36. Trailer Park 

37. Bike/Pedestrian path  

38. Ports 

39. Office Complexes 

40. Residual Spaces 
 

41. Federal 

42. State 

43. County 

44. Municipal 

45. School District 

46. Private 
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•Community Based  

•Organizations 

City of Azusa  
City of Bell 
City of Downey 
City of Duarte 
City of Irwindale 
City of Baldwin Park 
City of El Monte 
City of South El Monte 
City of San Gabriel 
City of South Gate 
City of Whittier 
City of Monrovia 
City of Montebello 
City of La Puente 
Gateway Authority: – 20 Cities 

 

Local Cities 

 

 

School Districts 

 
El Rancho Unified - Pico Rivera 
El Monte Union 
El Monte City 
Rosemead 
Mountain View 

Home Owners Associations 

Hacienda Heights Homeowners’ Association 
Workman Mill Road Homeowners’ Association 
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State & County 
Agencies 

Rivers & Mountains Conservancy 
California Department of Parks 
California Department of Transportation 
California Department of Natural Resources 
 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 
Los Angeles County Department of Parks 
Los Angeles County Department of Health 

Federal Agencies 

USDA Forest Service 
US Department of Interior 
US Army Corp of Engineers 
US EPA 
US Department of Transportation
US Department of Fish and Game 

Philanthropy and 
Private Sector  
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ACRES: 2 
FUNDER: Prop A Open Space District, RMC  
DATE COMPLETE: 2008 
PROJECT TEAM: Amigos with VCA Engineering, and Office of Sustainable 
Architecture. 

San Gabriel Canyon Forest Gateway 



62 

Amigos de los Rios – Emerald 

Necklace - Green Infrastructure 

501(c)3 non profit 

• Convene 

• Train 

• Weave 

• Connect for  Collective Impact 

– Federal, State, County Agency - Silos 

– Disciplines/Sectors: Conservation, Public Works,  

Environmental Justice, Education 

– Disadvantaged Community Members & Government  

– Coalitions to each other 
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Overview: Emerald Necklace Coalition– 

38 Agencies Emerald Necklace Coalition – 

East County 
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  Connecting Communities to the Outdoors 

LA TIMES ©2014 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c6/ANF_East_Fork01.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Angelesnationalforest.jpg
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       Vocabulary “DNA” of Projects 
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Bike SGV 

San Gabriel Mountain 
& River Forever Coalition 
A unique group of partners: 
 

. 

.  

.  

. 

Bike SGV

. Pew  
Charitable 
 Trust 

Bike SGV 

Climate 
 Resolve 

National Parks Conservation Association  

Trust for 
Public Land 

LA BASIN AND BEYOND  
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SGMR – A Diverse Coalition 

LA BASIN AND BEYOND  
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Expanded Emerald Necklace 
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Necessity of  

GREENWAYS 

& TRAILS 

  

public HEALTH 

 

•NVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

 

•COMPLIANCE  FEDERAL  

  & STATE MANDATES 

 

•BEAUTY…CULTURE 

 

•JOBS TRAINING & JOBS 

 

 

What’s at stake: Future Generations 
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Historic Photo of the Rio Hondo 

1941 
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Rio Hondo – Current Flood Control Channel 

2015 
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Puente Hills 

River Corridors & Transit Connections 
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LA BASIN PROJECTS  

Inspired by the 1930 Olmsted-

Bartholomew 

Plan for the Los Angeles Basin  

LA &  USC 

Hospital Wellness 

Center 

Urban Waters  

LA River 

Revitalization 

National Forests National Parks, 

State Parks of California & US 

San Gabriel Mountains  

National Monument 

San Gabriel Emerald 

Necklace Case Study 
El Pueblo – CITY 

HISTORIC 

CENTER 

Rim of the Valley 
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El Pueblo 

Inception of Los Angeles 

Zanja Madre – 

Mother Ditch 

 EL PEUBLO 

Union Station 

MAP OF 1868 

Origins of Metro Region 

N  
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Our Context within State of California 

 WATER  
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FORT 

 MOORE 

EL PUEBLO  

de LOS ANGELES  

UNION  

STATION  

NATIONAL PARK VISTOR CENTER  
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Origins of Metro Region 

Zanja Madre – Mother ditch 
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Los Pobladores 

El Pueblo La Reina de Los 

Ángeles 1786 

• 1781 - A group of 11 families 

comprising 44 Mexicans settles 

by the river. Felipe de Neve, 

Governor of Spanish California, 

names the settlement El Pueblo 

Sobre el Rio de Nuestra Señora 

la Reina de los Angeles del Río 

de Porciúncula. The name is 

shortened rather quickly. 
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CITY HISTORY TRAIL 

PARTNERS 
• LA METRO – UNION STATION 

• LA CITY - BUREAU OF STREET SERVICES 

• EL PUEBLO ASSOCIATION + LA CITY 

• LA COUNTY – CEO OFFICE -  LA PLACITA 

CEMETERY  

• LA PLAZA di CULTURA y ARTES – 

COUNTY MUSEUM 

• FRIENDS OF FORT MOORE 

• LA PLACITA  CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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Jurisdictions 
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El Pueblo - Los Angeles 

Original City Center 

PROPOSED NEW  VISITOR CENTER: NPS/USFS/STATE PARKS 
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LA BASIN PROJECTS  

Inspired by the 1930 Olmsted-

Bartholomew 

Plan for the Los Angeles Basin  

LA &  USC 

Hospital Wellness 

Center 

Urban Waters  

LA River 

Revitalization 

National Forests National Parks, 

State Parks of California & US 

San Gabriel Mountains  

National Monument 

San Gabriel Emerald 

Necklace Case Study 
El Pueblo – CITY 

HISTORIC 

CENTER 

Rim of the Valley 
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HISTORIC BUILDING   re Birth as  

Nature and Exercise Trail  

LOS ANGELES COUNTY HOSPITAL 

WELLNESS CENTER –  

 

BOYLE HEIGHTS 
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102 
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COMMUNITY EMPOWERED 

DESIGN PROCESS 
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LA & USC COUNTY 

HOSPITAL 

• LA CITY – FIRE DEPARTMENT 

• LA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

• LA USC WELLNESS CENTER 

FOUNDATION 

• LA COUNTY – CEO OFFICE –  

• LA & USC COUNTY HOSPITAL 

• WELLNESS CENTER CONSORTIUM 

MEMBERS  
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WELLNESS 

CENTER  

TRAIL  
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LA & USC Wellness Center 
Arthritis Foundation 

Multiple Sclerosis 

Heart and Stok Health 

Diabetes Prevention 

Community Gardening 

YMCA 

Exercise Clinic 

Live Strong 

Jovenes – homeless youth support 
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Partnership Based Urban Trail Projects 

 
• Dennis Arguelles, Program Manager, National Parks Conservation 

Association; darguelles@npca.org – 213-393-5077 

 

• Pauline Louie, Urban Waters Los Angeles River Watershed 

Ambassador, Urban Waters Federal Partnership; 
pauline@watershedhealth.org – 213-229-9947 

 

• Claire Robinson, Founder & Managing Director, Amigos de los Rios, 

“Emerald Necklace Group”;  claire@amigosdelosrios.org  -  

 626- 676-5027 

 

LA BASIN AND BEYOND  

mailto:darguelles@npca.org
mailto:pauline@watershedhealth.org
mailto:claire@amigosdelosrios.org
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Our Context within State of California 

 WATER  



126 

Los Angeles Basin – GREENWAY NETWORK  

Inspired by the 1930 Olmsted-

Bartholomew 

Plan for the Los Angeles Basin  

Rim of the Valley 

San Gabriel 

Emerald Necklace 

Case Study 

Landscape Level Connectivity to 

the rest of California 

LA River 

Revitalization Landscape Level Connectivity to 

the rest of California 
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Tale of Two River Overview 

Los Angles  
River 

San Gabriel 
Watershed 




