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National Policy Opportunities 
for Trails

• Energy bill  
• Climate bill
• Transportation bill
• Economic Stimulus 

(ARRA)



Presentation Outline

• What is the Active 
Transportation campaign & 
how can it benefit trails?

• How can my community 
benefit from the campaign?

• Economic stimulus money 
for trails in CA



I enjoy long walks, especially 
when they're taken by people 
who annoy me. 

He's developing a more active 
lifestyle. Now he sits and 
watches aerobics shows on 
television. 

Perspectives on Active Transportation



The Big Vision

By 2020: Establish trail systems within 
three miles of 90% of Americans

By 2010: Double federal funding for 
trails, biking and walking

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Multi-pronged strategy to include: 

Enhancements program

Rec Trails program

Safe Routes to School

New Active Transportation program

And more…







• $2 billion national program
• 40 communities @ $50 million each
• Targeted federal investment to shift trips 
from driving to biking/walking

Active Transportation Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vision = networks, not stand alone.  Complements TE program

Ongoing, not 1-shot





Non-motorized Transportation 
Pilot Program (NTPP)

• Victory in Congress - 
2005 (SAFETEA-LU) 

• Created NTPP
– $100M: shift to biking 

& walking
– Marin, Columbia 

Minn., Sheboygan 

• Funds projects & 
programs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mention up coming FHWA report on progress so far.  (We should pull out some info from the draft report to include).



Portland, Maine: 
Multi-modal links to downtown



Partner Communities

• Nationally: more than 50
• California: five partners

– Alameda County
– Humboldt County
– Marin County
– Sacramento metro area 
– San Diego County



2010 Campaign Timeline

2007 2008 2009 2010

RTC delivers 
National 
Statement to 
Congress,  media 
& opinion leaders

Outreach to 
potential 
partners

Campaign Launch: 
Aug. 2007 at 
TrailLink, Portland

RTC helps 
organize 
lobbying effort 
with 2010 
partner 
communities

Bill passes 
Congress??Providing 

resources to 
local campaigns; 
draft Case State- 
ments

RTC aggregates 
Case Statements, 
research, to create 
National Case 
Statement (Sept)



How Can My Community Benefit 
from the AT Campaign?

• Great resources for 
trail advocates

– National Case Statement
– Community vision plans

– Media kits
– Issue briefs

• Raising the profile of 
trails

www.railstotrails.org/2010

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Elevate biking and walking as transport priorities



Make the case for resources, plan for mode shift

Clear, compelling, succinct

Inspiring and visceral

Concrete and actionable



Uses:

RTC: national case & advocacy, provide visibility

Communities: build local and congressional support







Report Highlights

Cross-cutting issue: 
transportation, oil dependence, climate change, 

health, saving money

Opportunity: 
Half of all trips = 20 minute bike ride; 
One-quarter all trips = 20 minute walk

Dramatic Economic Benefits: 
Modest  increase in biking/walking (to 13%) = $10.4 billion 

savings/year;
More substantial increase (to 25%) = $65.9 billion/year



Children's Life 
Expectancy Being Cut 
Short By Obesity 

“For the first time in two 
centuries, the current 
generation of children in 
America may have shorter 
life expectancies than their 
parents, according to a new 
report, which contends that 
the rapid rise in childhood 
obesity, if left unchecked, 
could shorten life spans by 
as much as five years.”

March 17, 2005



40% of greenhouse 
gas emissions in 
California come 
from transportation, 
mostly autos



Transportation Choices: This?



Or this…



CBS NEWS

Bay Area Commuters 
Moving Beyond Cars

“In San Francisco, a traffic count by 
the MTA in July found that during a 
one-hour stretch of the morning 
commute, there were more 
bicycles than cars, taxis, buses 
and streetcars heading eastbound 
on Market Street.” 

“There's been a significant shift to 
bicycles for commuting. I don't 
think anyone could stand on the 
sidewalk during the commute and 
not notice it."

August 25, 2008

Bicyclists on Market Street head toward downtown 
San Francisco. The Market Street corridor has seen 
a big jump bike commuting. 



To Learn More…

Active Transportation Campaign website: 
www.railstotrails.org/2010

Contact us:
Western Region Office:  415-814-1100

laura@railstotrails.org

http://www.railstotrails.org/2010


Economic Stimulus $ for Trails

• Victory in ARRA - $800M for TE

• California - $75M; priority given to:
– 1st Conservation corps
– 2nd Bike, pedestrian

• Tight deadlines; projects must be “shovel-ready”



Finding $ for your projects

• Contact regional transportation agency – 
when is next TE call for projects?

• Caltrans ARRA website:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/Recovery/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bay Area will have about $7.5 m freed up TE

http://www.dot.ca.gov/Recovery/


Get Involved with Rails-to-Trails

• Sign up for RTC’s online network
– Campaign news
– Opportunities to take action

• How?
• Provide your email on today’s sign-in list
• Drop your business card at back of room
• Go to www.railstotrails.org/whatwedo/actionalerts

• Become a member of RTC



The longest journey begins 
with a single step. 

-- Attributed to Lao-tzu 
(c 604-c 531 bc), founder of Taoism
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