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AgendaAgenda

Presentation
Overview of Dry Creek 
Greenway/Parkway 
Planning Process
Lessons Learned
Q & A

Discussion Session
Share current project 
challenges
Brainstorm approaches



Project BackgroundProject Background

Two Separate Planning Efforts
Dry Creek Greenway Vision: 
Placer County
Dry Creek Parkway Recreation 
Master Plan: Sacramento County
Multiuse Trails (hiking, biking, 
equestrian)
Multifunction Open Space (passive 
recreation, flood control, habitat, 
water quality)
Private (85%) and public (15%) 
ownership

Dry Creek Parkway/Greenway



Planning AreaPlanning Area

Dry Creek Watershed
• Placer County
• Sacramento County
• Town of Loomis
• City of Rocklin
• City of Roseville

Rapidly urbanizing area
Headwaters and mouth 
still rural, oak woodland, 
agricultural land
Tributary to Sacramento 
River
Flood control challenges



The Dry Creek GreenwayThe Dry Creek Greenway



Dry Creek Greenway – ResourcesDry Creek Greenway – Resources



Dry Creek ParkwayDry Creek Parkway



Dry Creek Parkway – ResourcesDry Creek Parkway – Resources



Regional ConnectionsRegional Connections



Dry Creek Parkway – TimelineDry Creek Parkway – Timeline
1965 – Sacramento County General Plan identifies 
“exclusive agricultural recreation reserve”
1971 – Rio Linda/Elverta Community Plan defined 
Parkway overlay zone
1990 – Rio Linda/Elverta Parks & Recreation District 
Master Plan called for Parkway protection
1990 – Sacramento County forms Advisory Committee 
and starts planning
1992 – Project halted due to budget issues
1996 – Multi-jurisdiction Concept Report
1999 – New grant funding secured
2000 – New Advisory Committee convened
2003 – Final Dry Creek Parkway Plan



Dry Creek Greenway – TimelineDry Creek Greenway – Timeline

1996 – Concept Report for Dry Creek Greenway 
• Placer and Sacramento Counties
• Cities of Roseville, Rocklin, and Sacramento
• Town of Loomis
• Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
• Trust for Public Lands
• National Park Service

2001 – Dry Creek Conservancy and Placer County 
secure Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) Grant 
2002 – Placer County selects consultant and appoints 
Project Oversight Team and Public Planning Team
2004 – Final Dry Creek Greenway Vision document
2007 – Draft and Final EIR 



Scope ProcessScope Process

Project boundaries
Include all relevant 
agencies/departments
Understand any land 
use constraints or 
issues
• General Plan
• Ordinances
• Fees, assessments, 

etc.



Scope ProcessScope Process

Stakeholders
• Who are they?
• How to involve them

Timeframe
• Grants
• Land Use Decisions
• Specific Plans / Development Agreements

Relationship to private property
Funding for Plan
• Planning
• Implementation



Stakeholder Issue MatrixStakeholder Issue Matrix
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Placer County            

Sacramento County            

City of Roseville            

City of Sacramento            

City of Rocklin            

Town of Loomis            

Rio Linda/Elverta Parks & Recreation District            

Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency            

Placer County Flood Control District            

Placer County Water Agency            

Local School Districts            

CA Department of Water Resources            

CA Department of Fish and Game            

US Fish and Wildlife Service            

US Army Corps of Engineers            

Non-Governmental Organizations            

Home Owners Associations            
 



Stakeholder InvolvementStakeholder Involvement

Stakeholder Committees
Composition

• Size of Group
• Group Dynamics
• Availability
• Commitment
• Project Familiarity

Agencies
• Public and private
• Governmental and NGOs

Purpose/Charge
• Establish policy
• Advisory only
• Oversight

How to appoint, elect, etc.



Stakeholder InvolvementStakeholder Involvement

Community Workshops
Composition

• Size of Group
• Group Dynamics
• Evening and weekend times

Outreach
• Adjoining parcels
• Special interest groups

Purpose/Charge
• Input
• Education

Participatory Techniques
• Tours
• Charrettes



Residential Interface

Roy Hayer Memorial 
Speedway

ImplementationImplementation

Recognize that each 
plan/vision is unique
Start with priority elements 
to build support and 
comfort
Address non-conforming 
uses
Private property strategies
Anticipate demand for 
access and parking will 
change over time



ImplementationImplementation

Enforcement involves 
local, state, and maybe 
federal resources
Guidelines vs. rules allow 
inter-agency flexibility
Acknowledge and 
address perceptions 
about safety and privacy
Long Term Support
• Staffing
• Across jurisdictions



Lessons LearnedLessons Learned

Plan on persistence and 
long-term commitment
Institutional support required
Broad base of support 
across all stakeholder groups
Local agencies have a 
vested interest in how plans 
are developed and 
implemented
Potential alliances contribute 
a multi-functional perspective 
such as relationship to 
wildlife, flooding, etc.



Discussion PointsDiscussion Points

Points to Consider
Do you have a plan?
Do you anticipate developing a plan?
Where are you at in the process?
What are your issues/concerns
What successful approaches have you used?

Links
Foothill Associates – http://www.foothill.com
Sacramento County Department of Regional Parks –
http://www.sacparks.net/our-parks/index.html
Dry Creek Parkway Master Plan – http://www.sacparks.net/our-
parks/open-space/index.html

Dry Creek Greenway Master Plan – http://www.foothill.com/greenway/


