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Good afternoon. I’m Claire Latane, A Senior Associate with Mia Lehrer + Associates. I’m honored to to introduce our three panelists, here today to talk about the Los Angeles River Trail. (Introductions and agenda)
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It happens that I was born in the same state in the same year that Ohio’s Cuyahoga River caught fire for the last time. 1969 marked the passage of the Clean Water Act, and the beginning of our journey to address non-point source pollution.

Time Magazine, which published this photograph from 1952, wrote, “Aside from the Cuyahoga, in which there were no signs of visible life — “not even low forms such as leeches and sludge worms that usually thrive on wastes” — unregulated dumping befouled nearly every river that passed through a major metropolitan area. The Potomac left Washington “stinking from the 240 million gallons of wastes that are flushed into it daily” while “Omaha’s meatpackers fill the Missouri River with animal grease balls as big as oranges.”


California’s Impaired Waterways, 2010
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California has more than 700 impaired water bodies that do not meet one or more water quality standard. 
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We are making progress. A 2012 USC study showed Levels of copper, cadmium, lead and other metals along the Southern California coast dropped significantly since they were measured in 1976 in the same places. 

But we’ve increased chemical use in our landscapes since Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring helped ban DDT in 1972 … And the more chemicals we use, the more damage pests do to our crops, the more resistance they develop to those chemicals, and the more they impact our water quality and food web.
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Trail and greenway plans and projects can accomplish more than transportation and recreation. They can also integrate stormwater management and protect and restore riparian habitat.

The following projects present methods of integrating stormwater management, habitat, urban cooling, and recreational opportunities into the multi-modal transportation principles of trail and greenway design. 
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