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	SCH: 
	Project Title: MacKerricher State Park Dune Rehabilitation Project
	Lead Agency: California State Parks
	Contact Name: Renee Pasquinelli
	Email: rpasquinelli@parks.ca.gov
	Phone Number: (707)937-5721
	Project  Location: Cleone                                                                                             Mendocino
	PrintButton1: 
	TextField1: California State Parks proposes to restore ecosystem processes that are crucial to the viability of endangered species and their habitats in the 1285-acre Inglenook Fen-Ten Mile Dunes Natural Preserve of MacKerricher State Park by removing artificial structures that impede natural sand and water movement and treating invasive weeds.  The project would open up approximately 250 acres of nesting habitat for the federally listed western snowy plover and 60 acres (24.3 ha) of native dune vegetation, including portions that support the federally listed Howell’s spineflower and Menzies’ wallflower.  Proposed work will: 1) remove three segments of abandoned asphalt roadway and a portion of or all underlying rock base totaling 2.7 miles (4.3 km), with some portions of the road remaining intact to protect sensitive resources; 2) remove up to three 5-foot diameter (1.5 meter) culverts and restoring the stream bed, bank, and channel to a natural condition by removing fill material, grading unnatural banks, and facilitating the reestablishment of native plants; 3) treat approximately 17 acres (6.9 ha) of previously untreated European beachgrass with herbicide and hand removal; 4) retreat approximately 38 acres (15.4 ha) of European beachgrass and other nonnative weeds; 5) remove non-native trees, shrubs, and European beachgrass, and establish native conifers where appropriate in a 7 acre (2.8 ha) area of backdunes; 6) reestablish federally and state-listed threatened and endangered species and other native plants into suitable habitat by direct seeding, transplanting, or installation of cuttings; and 7) remove ice plant in select areas to increase habitat for the federally listed Howell’s spineflower.   
	TextField2: Based on the Initial Study and supporting environmental analysis provided in the Mitigated Negative Declaration, California State Parks has determined that the proposed MacKerricher Dune Rehabilitation Project would result in less than significant impacts for the following issues: aesthetics, agricultural and forest resources, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, greenhouse gas emissions, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, mineral resources, noise, population and housing, public services, recreation, transportation/traffic, and utilities and service systems. The purpose and goal of the project is restore a sensitive natural ecosystem containing several rare natural plant communities by removing road material, culverts, and non-native invasive plants.  While most project activities have been designed to avoid potentially significant impacts to the physical, biotic, and cultural environment, the project has the potential to affect sensitive plants in the short-term. For potentially significant impacts in which avoidance is infeasible in order to accomplish project objectives, mitigation measures have been incorporated into the project design.  Mitigation measures will include additional removal of non-native weeds, and direct seeding of sensitive species. Full implementation of these measures would eliminate or reduce impacts to a less-than significant level. 
	TextField3: California State Parks held an on-site agency scoping meeting and has had numerous project planning discussions with representatives from US Fish and Wildlife Service, Army Corps of Engineers, California Department of Fish and Game, California Coastal Commission, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, CalTrans, and Mendocino County Coastal Planning.  Although no major issues of controversy were raised, the agency representatives offered recommendations for avoiding or reducing potential effects on sensitive plant and animal populations, and on public access.  The State Historic Preservation Officer was consulted and is in agreement with State Parks assessment that the road was not historically significant.  In general, the use of herbicides is controversial in areas of Mendocino County.  The Lead Agency expects potential comments regarding the project's proposed use of herbicides to control invasive non-native plants.
	TextField4: California Department of Fish and GameCalifornia Coastal CommissionUS Fish and Wildlife ServiceArmy Corps of EngineersCalTrans (encroachment permit)North Coast Regional Water Quality Control BoardMendocino County Planning



