State of California — The Resources Agency CEQA #8421
& DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO: Office of Planning and Research FROM: Department of Parks and Recreation
1400 Tenth Street 1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814 P.O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001
PROJECT TITLE: Outdoor School Expansion

LOCATION: Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, Highway 79 and Cuyamaca Rancho State Park Road
COUNTY: San Diego

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT: Expand the Cuyamaca Outdoor
School at Cuyamaca Rancho State Park. Expansion will include construction of two dormitory
buildings for 72 students each, a day use lodge, a new restroom, two new shade structures, a new
basketball court, a gravel parking area, and a new asphalt driveway. The existing outdoor
amphitheater seating area and existing outdoor assembly areas will be expanded. The maximum
number of students per week would expand from 288 to 432. No trees or native vegetation will be
removed. No new trails will be created and all students will be restricted to existing trails and
improved areas. State Park staff will conduct annual trainings with Outdoor School staff regarding
staying on existing trails. New structures will only be placed on previously excavated areas that do
not contain archaeological resources. Project supports education programs.

PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT: California Department of Parks and Recreation

NAME OF DIVISION OR DISTRICT CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT: Colorado Desert District

EXEMPT STATUS: [X]Categorical Exemption Class: 3 Section: 15303

REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: Project consists of the construction and location of limited
numbers of new, small facilities or structures.

CONTACT: Gail Sevrens PHONE NO.: (760) 767-4315
Colorado Desert District EMAIL: gsevr@parks.ca.gov

Mike Wells, Ph.D., District Superintendent
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