State of California — The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

NOTICE OF PREPARATION

PROJECT TITLE: Equestrian Facilities Project

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park
San Diego, CA

The California Department of Parks and Recreation (CDPR), as Lead Agency under the
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, is considering the preparation
of an environmental document (Environmental Impact Report) for the project identified
above. A brief project description and list of anticipated environmental effects to be
considered in the environmental analysis are contained in this Notice of Preparation
(NOP). Interested persons, organizations, and agencies are encouraged to comment on
the scope and content of the information to be included and analyzed in the CEQA
analysis. Agencies should comment on the elements of the environmental information
that are relevant to their statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed
project. Please send your written response to Karen Miner, CDPR Project Manager, at
the address shown below. Responses should include your name or the name of a
contact person at your agency or organization, and mailing address. Please send your
response at the earliest possible date, but no later than July 11, 2007.

Two previous NOPs were issued for the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, Los Caballos
Equestrian Campground Project. These NOPs addressed the replacement of Los
Caballos Equestrian Campground. This NOP is for an entirely new project which will
establish new equestrian facilities near the community of Descanso in the southern
portion of the park including a campground, day-use amenities, and staging area.
Additionally, the project proposes to construct permanent day-use equestrian staging
near Paso Picacho and establish connecting trails to these facilities where needed.

For those interested, an informational public meeting, pursuant to Public Resource
Code 21083.9, will be held on June 12, 2007 at Descanso Town Hall, located at 24536
Viejas Grade in Descanso. The meeting will be held in a continuous, open forum format
and the public may attend anytime from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

All documents pertinent to this project are located at CDPR’s Southern Service Center
(see following address). The NOP and site map are available on the following websites:



http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=983
http://www.parks.ca.gov/default.asp?page_id=24063

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION CONTACT PERSON:

Karen Miner, Project Manager

Southern Service Center, California Department of Parks and Recreation,
8885 Rio San Diego, Suite 270, San Diego, California 92108

Fax (619) 220-5400

E-mail: enviro@parks.ca.gov

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project would create new equestrian facilities
near the community of Descanso in the southern portion of the park including a
campground, day-use amenities, and staging area within Cuyamaca Rancho State
Park. The proposed campground project will include approximately 20 individual
campsites (including a host site), comfort station, horse corrals, round pens, arena,
shade ramadas, picnic areas, hitching rails, landscape and shade tree plantings, day-
use equestrian staging, and associated amenities, utilities, and infrastructure. The
proposed project would also create a day-use staging area near Paso Picacho,
including space for approximately 8 truck and trailer rigs with pull-through parking and
amenities. Some trees may need to be removed or thinned. New trails and/or trail
connections to existing trails, including the California Riding and Hiking Trail, will be
developed as part of the project. Depending on site conditions, restrooms would be on
septic and/or a contained vault system, and access to water and power may need to be
developed as part of the project.

PROJECT LOCATION: The proposed project is located in San Diego County within
Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, and involves two separate project sites. (see attached
project location map):

The two sites are:

Merigan Ranch Area — Equestrian Campground, Day-use Facilities and Trailhead
Staging, a former agricultural site located adjacent to the unincorporated community of
Descanso, at the southern end of Cuyamaca Rancho State Park. Access would be
made from Viejas Blvd. off Highway 79.

Paso Picacho vicinity — Equestrian Staging, located on the east side of Hwy 79 across
from the existing Paso Picacho use area, along the Cold Stream Trail.

POSSIBLE EFFECTS AND MITIGATIONS: In compliance with CEQA Guidelines Sections
15071 and 15126, and based on the existing resources and anticipated uses of the
proposed facilities, potential environmental effects that will be addressed in the CEQA
analysis include, but may not be limited to: biological resources (including sensitive
species and wetlands), cultural resources (including archeological sites, historical
resources, and traditional cultural properties), visual resources (aesthetics), air quality,
noise, soils, hydrology, water quality, land use, utilities, traffic and recreation.
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Avoidance conditions and mitigation measures will be developed to avoid or reduce
potentially significant environmental effects.

Possible environmental effects that may be addressed at each of the sites are as
follows:

Merigan Ranch
Cultural resources, land use, sensitive plants, visual resources (aesthetics), air quality,
noise, soils, hydrology, water quality, utilities, recreation, and traffic

Paso Picacho
Cultural resources, land use, visual resources (aesthetics), sensitive plants, soails,
hydrology, utilities, traffic, and recreation

INTENDED USE OF THE CEQA DOCUMENT: The CDPR intends to use the CEQA
document for consideration of the environmental effects and mitigation measures when
reviewing the proposed project for approval. The EIR will serve as CDPR’s CEQA
compliance document, as well as serve responsible agencies in the future for any
subsequent discretionary actions under their jurisdiction required for implementation of
the project.

Attachments: Project Location Map
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SOUTHERN SERVIGE GENTER PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

1.

A brief explanation is required for all answers, except "No Impact", that are adequately supported by the information
sources cited. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact
does not apply to the project being evaluated (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer
should be explained where it is based on general or project-specific factors (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive
receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

All answers must consider the whole of the project-related effects, both direct and indirect, including off-site,
cumulative, construction, and operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, the checklist answers must indicate
whether that impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially
Significant Impact"” is appropriate when there is sufficient evidence that a substantial or potentially substantial adverse
change may occur in any of the physical conditions within the area affected by the project that cannot be mitigated below
a level of significance. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries, an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) is required.

A "Mitigated Negative Declaration" (Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated) applies
where the incorporation of mitigation measures, prior to declaration of project approval, has reduced an effect from
"Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation." The lead agency must describe the
mitigation measures and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level.

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect has been

adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR (including a General Plan) or Negative Declaration [CCR, Guidelines for the

Implementation of CEQA, § 15063(c)(3)(D)]. References to an earlier analysis should:

a) ldentify the earlier analysis and state where it is available for review.

b) Indicate which effects from the environmental checklist were adequately analyzed in the earlier document, pursuant
to applicable legal standards, and whether these effects were adequately addressed by mitigation measures included
in that analysis.

c) Describe the mitigation measures in this document that were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and
indicate to what extent they address site-specific conditions for this project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate references to information sources for potential impacts into the checklist or
appendix (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances, biological assessments). Reference to a previously prepared or outside
document should include an indication of the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

Explanation(s) of each issue should identify:

a) the criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate the significance of the impact addressed by each question and

b) the mitigation measures, if any, prescribed to reduce the impact below the level of significance.




ENVIRONMENTAL (INITIAL STUDY) CHECKLIST

I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Project Title: Cuyamaca Rancho State Park Equestrian Facilities Project Project ID# 13360
PCA# 10600
Contact Person: Brina Carey Telephone: (619) 220-5300

Location: Cuyamaca Rancho State Park in San Diego County
Checklist Date: 5/11/07

Project Description: The proposed project would provide a new equestrian family and group campground with day-use

facilities and overnight parking in the southern portion of Cuyamaca Rancho State Park. The proposed project would also
provide permanent equestrian staging facilities located across State Route 79 from the Paso Picacho family campground.

I1. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT
1. AESTHETICS.
ISSUES
Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? X ] ] ]
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, ] X ] ]
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?
c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character 2 ] ] ]
or quality of the site and its surroundings?
d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare ] X ] ]
which would adversely affect day or nighttime views
in the area?
COMMENTS

a-c) The Merigan campground portion of the project is located within the unincorporated town of Descanso. The site is
currently an open field along the roadside of Viejas Blvd. and is visible from businesses and residences in the area, as well as
the neighboring school. Converting the site will affect the viewshed, during and post construction. Restrooms, shade
ramadas, storage facilities, roads, corrals, round pens, arenas, manure bins, high lines and other ammenities will need to be
constructed to accommaodate park visitors. This will permanently affect the open nature of the field and views across it.
Many residences currently have equestrian facilities on their property which are also visible from the road and school. The
viewshed from the road may change due to an increase in trees and other vegetation planted as landscape. Viejas Blvd. has
been classified as a third priority scenic route in the Scenic Highway Element of the San Diego County General Plan. The
potential for significant impacts to scenic vistas, the visual character, and nighttime views of the area as a result of
implementing the project will be evaluated in the EIR. The equestrian staging portion of the project will require the removal
of trees in order to widen State Route 79 for a deceleration lane, this will require a permit from Caltrans. Some trees may
need to be removed to create room for parking. This project may degrade the scenic view from the highway. State Route 79
has been classified as a first priority scenic route in the San Diego County General Plan.

d) Security and other lighting will be put in near the restrooms, pathways, and other facilities. Vehicles entering or departing
the park at night will also create a new source of light. An additional description will be available in the EIR.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

The project should incorporate a visual buffer around the campground, which may include native trees and shrubs, earthen
berms, boulders, and rustic style ranch fencing, among other items.



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT

2.  AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES.

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to
the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997), prepared by the California Department
of Conservation as an optional model for use in assessing impacts on agricultural and farmland. Would the project:

ISSUES

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or X ] ] ]
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or ] ] X ]
a Williamson Act contract?

c) Involve other changes in the existing environment ] ] X ]
which, due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use?

COMMENTS:

a-c) The property was farmed formerly but now is in park ownership and not actively farmed. The proposed Merigan
campground will utilize the former agricultural fields and landscape trees will be planted. This action would alter the site and
make it unsuitable for farming, but the property is currently fallow and will remain in park use regardless of whether or not
the project is approved. It would change from a passive park use to an actively used and developed park area with little or no
effect on existing agricultural resources and production. However, the campground site is Farmland of Local Importance and
would be removed from the rapidly diminishing agricultural land available in San Diego County.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

No mitigation is proposed
3. AIRQUALITY.

ISSUES

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management or air pollution control
district may be relied on to make the following determinations. Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the ] ] X ]
applicable air quality plan or regulation?

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute ] = ] ]
substantially to an existing or projected air quality
violation?

¢) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase ] X ] ]

of any criteria pollutant for which the project region
is in non-attainment under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality standard (including releasing
emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for
0ZOne precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant ] X ] ]
concentrations (e.g., children, the elderly, individuals
with compromised respiratory or immune systems)?
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LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN

SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT
e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial ] ] X ]

number of people?

COMMENTS:

a) The project will increase vehicle trips and barbeque/wood fires and their associated air pollution but the amount is
insignificant when compared to the vehicle trips and daily combustable use within in the San Diego Air Basin.

b-d) The Merigan campground location, in particular, is sandy and substantial dust (PM10 and PM 2.5) may be raised during
construction and operational activities. Water trucks or sprinklers may be necessary to keep the dust down during
construction and prior to daily equestrian activities at the campground.

e) The presence of an equestrian campground has the potential for objectionable odors due to large numbers of horses being
present and the smell of their waste. The site will be self-contained but some odors may drift to neighboring properties. The
potential impact is somewhat lessened by the pre-existing presence of horses and livestock on nearby properties.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

Both during project operations and project construction, specific guidelines for dust control will be implemented to prevent,
or reduce below significance, the spread of contaminant dust both on and off the site. Additional mitigation may be proposed
prior to the approval of the project subject to the planning and public review process.

4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.

ISSUES
Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or ] X ] ]

through habitat modification, on any species
identified as a sensitive, candidate, or special status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of

Fish and Game or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian ] X ] ]
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or
by the California Department of Fish and Game or
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

¢) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally ] ] = ]
protected wetlands, as defined by 8404 of the Clean
Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal,
filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any ] X ] ]
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species
or with established native resident or migratory
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances ] L] X ]
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN

SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT
f)  Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat ] ] X ]

Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan?

COMMENTS:

Several sensitive species of flora and fauna are known to occur within Cuyamaca Rancho State Park and could potentially be
impacted by the project. Surveys are in progress to determine the full extent and significance of the impacts to sensitive
species, habitat, and wetlands and will be detailed in the EIR. It is the intention of the California Department of Parks and
Recreation (CDPR) to mitigate the adverse effects on these resources to the fullest extent feasible.

a) There are several species in the park which are either state or federally listed. Surveys are being conducted to determine
whether these species occur within the project boundaries.

b) The Sweetwater River and Descanso Creek are in the vicinity of the Merigan campground project and the equestrian
staging area is located near Cold Stream. Appropriate Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be put into place to avoid
unnecessary damage or disturbance to these project sites.

c) Surveys are being conducted to determine the potential for wetland areas to exist within the proposed area. Based on recent
surveys, the likelihood for wetland areas to exist is unlikely. Additional information will be included in the EIR.

d) The project may interfere with movement of native species. The Merigan campground site is potential habitat for Arroyo
toad dispersal; however there is no breeding habitat at this site. Further studies will be conducted to determine this and
potential impacts and mitigation will be discussed in the EIR.

e-f) The proposed project will not conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources. San Diego
County is in the process of preparing a Multiple Species Conservation Program (MSCP) Plan for the East County, which
would include the areas of Descanso and Cuyamaca. The MSCP Plan has not yet been finalized or adopted. The County
does not have authority over lands owned by the State of California, however, CDPR can participate in the MSCP Plan on a
voluntary basis.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

Potentially significant resources will be avoided wherever possible through sensitive design and construction; impacts to
resources that cannot be avoided, will be mitigated. The design and proposed mitigation will be detailed in the EIR.

5. CULTURAL RESOURCES.
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of a historical resource, as defined in §15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of an archaeological resource, pursuant t0815064.5?

¢) Disturb any human remains, including those interred
outside of formal cemeteries?

0O 0O O 4
O X X O
O O O K
X O O O

d) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site, or unique geologic
feature?



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT

COMMENTS:

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park is rich in historical and archaeological resources. Surveys will be conducted to identify cultural
features and determine the significance of impacts to these sites.

a) There are some culturally significant features in the vicinity of the project areas. These features will not likely be
impacted by the proposed projects.

b-c) There is a large number of known archaeological resources within the park and cultural resource specialists will examine
the project sites to conclude whether there are any unknown sites. With the implementation of grading for facilities, there is a
slight chance of disturbing unknown buried resources. The Merigan site has been previously disturbed due it its use as an
agricultural field. Additionally, some project locations are close to known archaeological sites and sacred sites. Design
avoidance and mitigation will be detailed in the EIR.

d) Due to limited anticipated grading, primarily in recent sedimentary soils, it is not expected that there would be significant
adverse effects to paleontological resources.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

CDPR will avoid known cultural features and ,should an unknown underground resource be discovered, work will shift from
that area until a qualified cultural resource specialist can evaluate the discovery. Additional mitigation and avoidance
measures will be developed and incorporated in the EIR.

6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS.
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury,
or death involving:
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as ] ] X ]

delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map, issued by the
State Geologist for the area, or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault?
(Refer to Division of Mines and Geology
Special Publication 42.)

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction?

iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil?

0O Oogd og
0O XO OO0
X OK XX
0O Oogd og

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable,
or that would become unstable, as a result of the
project and potentially result in on- or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction, or collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in ] ] ] X
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1997),
creating substantial risks to life or property?



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN

SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT
e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use ~ [] = [l ]

of septic tanks or alternative waste disposal systems,
where sewers are not available for the disposal of
waste water?

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique ] ] X ]
paleontological resource or site, or unique geologic
feature?
COMMENTS:

a) The project is located in Southern California, an area known for seismic activity. It is not anticipated that construction of
the projects would expose people or property to a high risk of danger due to seismic activity, although the risk of a landslide
in the event of a catastrophic seismic event cannot be completely eliminated. The project will require some grading and
landform changes but the risk of substantial adverse effects will be eliminated through proper engineering and site design.
The sites to be graded are mostly flat, however during construction and until revegetated slopes mature, the project will have
greater risk of soil erosion and landslides. The use of appropriate BMPs to support these areas will be proposed in the EIR.

b) The park generally has highly erodable surface soils. Soil surveys will be conducted before the development of the new
facilities. High levels of visitor and equine use may increase loss of topsoil.

c-d)The soil at the Merigan campground site is sandy and will need to be compacted prior to construction.
e) A septic system that operates to Regional Water Quality Control Board standards will be utilized.

f) Itis not expected that there would be significant adverse effects to paleontological resources due to the soil horizon that
would be disturbed by grading. An evaluation will be made as part of the EIR.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

The use of appropriate BMPs to support areas with a risk of soil erosion or landslides will be proposed in the EIR.

7. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the ] ] ] X
environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the ] ] X ]
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset
and/or accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials, substances, or waste into the
environment?

¢) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or ] ] X ]
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed
school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of ] ] ] =
hazardous materials sites, compiled pursuant to
Government Code 865962.5, and, as a result, create
a significant hazard to the public or environment?



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN

SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT
e) Be located within an airport land use plan or, where ] ] ] X

such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles
of a public airport or public use airport? If so, would
the project result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area?

f) Be located in the vicinity of a private airstrip? If so, ] ] ] X
would the project result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area?

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with [ ] ] 4 ]
an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, [ ] = [l ]
injury, or death from wildland fires, including areas
where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or
where residences are intermixed with wildlands?

COMMENTS:

a-b) The transport of hazardous materials is not anticipated for this project.

c) The proposed Merigan campground site is in close proximity to a school and residences. During the construction phase
there may be emissions from construction equipment. Dust may be raised during construction and operational activities and
as a result of daily equestrian activities.

d) The project sites are not hazardous materials sites.

e-f) The proposed project sites are not located in the vicinity of airports or private airstrips.

g) During an emergency evacuation, traffic may increase due to high visitation at the campground or equestrian staging areas.

h) The park is prone to wildfires and an increase of visitors could increase the fire hazard.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

A hose or sprinkler system will need to be implemented to minimze dust level in the campground. Park rangers will evacuate
the park or limit campfire activities during times of high risk from wildfires.

8. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY.
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste L] X L] ]
discharge requirements?
b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or ] L] R L]

interfere substantially with groundwater recharge,
such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer
volume or a lowering of the local groundwater table
level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing nearby
wells would drop to a level that would not support
existing land uses or planned uses for which permits
have been granted)?



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN

SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of ] ] 4 ]

the site or area, including through alteration of the

course of a stream or river, in a manner which

would result in substantial on- or off-site erosion

or siltation?
d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the [ ] ] = ]

site or area, including through alteration of the

course of a stream or river, or substantially increase
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which
would result in on- or off-site flooding?

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed [ ] X ] ]
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage
systems or provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff?

f)  Substantially degrade water quality?

RN
X
OO
X O

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area,
as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or
Flood Insurance Rate Map, or other flood hazard
delineation map?

h) Place structures that would impede or redirect flood ] ] X ]
flows within a 100-year flood hazard area?

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, [ ] ] [l =
injury, or death from flooding, including flooding
resulting from the failure of a levee or dam?

j) Result in inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?  [] ] ] =

COMMENTS:

There are rivers, streams, and wells in the vicinity of the project sites, as well as seasonally wet meadows. The project will
not construct facilities in such a way as to cause substantial environmental damage.

a) A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be required for this project to identify potential sources of
pollution and practices to reduce waste discharge.

b) While the project will result in increased use of water comsumption, an impact to groundwater supplies is not anticipated.
c-d) Grading will be minor and not substantially alter drainage patterns. If trails are constructed to incorporate creek or
stream crossings there may be impacts. Additional information, design measures, and mitigation will be further identified in
the EIR.

e-f) Use of the equestrian facilities will result in higher than normal levels of water consumption, well impacts, deposit of
animal waste, and may increase runoff into streams and creeks. An increase in impervious and compacted soils may result in
higher levels of runoff.

g-i) The project will not be within a 100-year flood hazard area or expose people or structures to risk as a result of flooding.

j) Due to its location, the project is not likely to result in inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

A hydrology and water quality study is being completed and the results will be included as part of the EIR. The project will
require a SWPPP and conformance with accepted BMPs for water quality and stormwater runoff. BMP's will be

9



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT

incorporated in the design of facilities. Manure will be cleaned up regularly and managed on site or removed to appropriate
disposal locations. The EIR will contain additional design and evaluation of potential water quality issues.
9. LAND USE AND PLANNING.
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Physically divide an established community?

[
[

X X
OO
OO

b) Conflict with the applicable land use plan, policy,
or regulation of any agency with jurisdiction over
the project (including, but not limited to, a general
plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect?

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation ] ] X ]
plan or natural community conservation plan?

COMMENTS:

a) The Merigan campground portion of the proposed project is located within a portion of the Park that extends into the
County of San Diego unincorporated community of Descanso. It is also located adjacent to a school and across from several
equestrian related businesses. Many of the residents in this section of Descanso keep horses and livestock on their property
but some rural homes are without livestock. The introduction of the campground and its users will create a change in this
portion of Descanso with increased activity, noise, traffic, and lights. This change may serve as a beneficial focal point for
some members of the community, primarily those that would seek to utilize the amenities at the campground, but may serve
to alienate other residents.

b) The proposed project is consistent with the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park General Plan. Access to the road by the
campground, however, is under the jurisdiction of the County of San Diego, as are the neighboring school and privately
owned properties. CDPR is not aware of any conflicts with local zoning and will coordinate with the County of San Diego in
the implementation of this project. CDPR will also coordinate with school officials to reduce or eliminate potential traffic
and noise impacts to the school from construction or operation of the campground.

c) CDPR will coordinate, during the course of this project, with all appropriate resource agencies and the County of San
Diego to ensure that the project is in conformance with any applicable planning efforts.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

CDPR will hold at least one public meeting in the community of Descanso to involve the public in the planning process for
the campground and other equestrian facilities. Additionally, CDPR will coordinate with all appropriate resource agencies
and the County of San Diego to ensure that the project is in conformance with any applicable planning efforts. Additional
mitigation may be proposed or implemented during the planning and public review process prior to project approval.
10. MINERAL RESOURCES.
ISSUES

Would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known ] L] L] X
mineral resource that is or would be of value to
the region and the residents of the state?

10



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN

SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally ] ] ] X

important mineral resource recovery site
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan,
or other land use plan?

COMMENTS:

a-b) The site contains sandy soil but no other known resources. The site is currently owned by CDPR and would not be
subject to mining for mineral resources.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

None proposed

11. NOISE.
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Generate or expose people to noise levels in excess ] X ] ]
of standards established in a local general plan or
noise ordinance, or in other applicable local, state,
or federal standards?

b) Generate or expose people to excessive groundborne [ ] = [l ]
vibrations or groundborne noise levels?

c) Create a substantial permanent increase in ambient X ] ] ]
noise levels in the vicinity of the project (above
levels without the project)?

d) Create a substantial temporary or periodic increase X ] ] ]
in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project,
in excess of noise levels existing without the
project?

e) Be located within an airport land use plan or, where ] ] ] X
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles
of a public airport or public use airport? If so,
would the project expose people residing or working
in the project area to excessive noise levels?

f) Be in the vicinity of a private airstrip? If so, would the [ ] L] L] X
project expose people residing or working in the
project area to excessive noise levels?

COMMENTS:

a-b) Primarily during construction, the project would increase noise levels from equipment and tools used for construction.
There are sensitive receptors located immediately adjacent to the campground site and both day-use sites. A school and
homes are located next to the campground site and the southern day-use site. The Paso Picacho campground and park
employee facilities are located near the northern day-use site. Additionally, if large trucks are required to bring equipment to
the site, there would be an increase in noise along the sites' access roads. It is anticipated that construction near these
sensitive receptors could be limited to after 7 AM and before 7 PM

c-d) The proposed project will create both a permanent and temporary increases in the ambient noise levels. These noises
will include the ingress and egress of vehicles to the facilities, the loading and unloading of horses and other livestock, and
converstions between people at each location. Special events could increase these levels on a temporary basis and are subject
to CDPR approval.

11



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT

e-f) there is no airstrip near the project sites.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

It is anticipated that work near sensitive noise receptors would be limited to after 7 AM and before 7 PM.

12. POPULATION AND HOUSING
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Induce substantial population growth in an ] ] ] X
area, either directly (for example, by
proposing new homes and businesses) or
indirectly (for example, through extension
of roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing ] ] ] X
housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere?

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, ] ] ] X
necessitating the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?

COMMENTS:
The project is located fully within the park property and no home would be displaced or built.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

N/A

13. PUBLIC SERVICES.
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Result in significant environmental impacts from ] X ] ]
construction associated with the provision of new
or physically altered governmental facilities, or the
need for new or physically altered governmental
facilities, to maintain acceptable service ratios,
response times, or other performance objectives
for any of the public services:

Fire protection? ] ] X L]
Police protection? ] ] X L]
Schools? ] ] X L]
CDPR? O X [] []

L] L] X L]

Other public facilities?

12



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT

COMMENTS:

The project is a government (park) project and would require additional staff and other long-term financial commitments for
maintenance and operations. The cost would be partially offset by camping fees or other use fees. Park rangers supply law
enforcement and The California Department of Forestry (CDF) provides fire protection to park users. Assistance could be
required from agencies such as CDF or local law enforcement. The campground and southern day-use will be adjacent to a
school but should not require additional service from the school except for the potential children of one or two new
employees needed for park operations. The potential for activities at the campground to disrupt school activities exists due to
the new source of noise and human activity. There should be a visual and noise buffer between the campground and school.
A nominal amount of new public services such as trash, water, and electricity will be required for the campground and
southern day-use area.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

The project design should incorporate a visual and noise buffer or berm between the proposed campground and the school.

14, RECREATION.
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and ] X ] ]
regional CDPR or other recreational facilities,
such that substantial physical deterioration of
the facility would occur or be accelerated?

b) Include recreational facilities or require the ] = ] ]
construction or expansion of recreational
facilities that might have an adverse physical
effect on the environment?

COMMENTS:

a-b) Implementation of the project will improve the equestrian recreational experience. The project could lessen impacts to
other existing equestrian facilities in the region. The project may affect existing recreational use patterns by proposing to
create new facilities at a new location within the park and improve existing facilities focused on one user group at the park.
There may be concerns from non-equestrian user groups because the proposed facilities are equestrian focused. There is
potential, however, for the community to utilize the facilities at the proposed Merigan campground site for non-equestrian
activities. Proximity to Interstate 8 and the town of Descanso will allow for the campground facilities to be accessed with
ease, therefore park visitation may increase. The project may also result in increased visitation to the adjacent community
park thereby accelerating deterioration.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

During times of heavy use or special events, increased staffing may be required.

15. TRANSPORATION/TRAFFIC
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial increase in traffic, in relation X ] ] ]
to existing traffic and the capacity of the street
system (i.e., a substantial increase in either the
number of vehicle trips, the volume to capacity
ratio on roads, or congestion at intersections)?

13



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN

SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT
b) Exceed, individually or cumulatively, the level of ] ] X ]

service standards established by the county
congestion management agency for designated
roads or highways?

c) Cause a change in air traffic patterns, including ] ] ] X
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in
location, that results in substantial safety risks?

d) Contain a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or a ] ] 4 ]
dangerous intersection) or incompatible uses
(e.g., farm equipment) that would substantially
increase hazards?

e) Result in inadequate emergency access? ] ] X ]
f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?

g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs ] ] X ]
supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus
turnouts, bicycle racks)?

COMMENTS:

a-e) The project will increase vehicle miles traveled in a nominal amount when compared to the traffic volumes in the region
and on the nearby roadways. The project will, however, increase the types of large vehicles towing horse trailers in the
immediate area of the campground and southern day-use area. These vehicles are slow moving and can cause increased
traffic queues, especially on weekends and holidays or during special events. A mitigating factor is that the Merigan
campground is not far from Interstate 8.

f)The existing day-use parking for equestrian staging is inadequate in both the northern and southern portions of the Park and
the project should improve parking. A new driveway will provide better access into the southern day-use area. The northern
day-use area will be constructed to Caltrans' requirements to allow safe ingress and egress onto State Highway 79.

g) The project does not provide for alternative transportation such as bicycle racks or bus turnouts since it is an equestrian
facility - however, trail connections to the local community could allow for walking or equestrian access to the campground
facility.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

During construction and special events, traffic control may be required.

16. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS.
ISSUES
Would the project:

a) Exceed wastewater treatment restrictions or ] X ] ]
standards of the applicable Regional Water
Quality Control Board?

b) Require or result in the construction of new water L] Y ] ]
or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of
existing facilities?

Would the construction of these facilities cause ] X ] ]
significant environmental effects?

14



LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN

SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT
c¢) Require or result in the construction of new storm ] ] X ]
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing
facilities?
Would the construction of these facilities cause ] ] X ]
significant environmental effects?
d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve ] X ] ]

the project from existing entitlements and resources
or are new or expanded entitlements needed?

e) Result in a determination, by the wastewater treatment [ ] X ] ]
provider that serves or may serve the project, that it
has adequate capacity to service the project’s
anticipated demand, in addition to the provider’s
existing commitments?

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted ] = ] ]
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste
disposal needs?

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and ] X ] ]
regulations as they relate to solid waste?

COMMENTS:

To facilitate the project, permanent infrastructure will need to be installed. A septic system and new utility connections
would be installed at the Merigan campground. Septic systems will comply with the standards appropriate for the area. An
RV waste station dump site will be provided as well as water and electrical hookups for RVs. Storm water or drainage
facilities would be constructed as part of the project. A watering system will need to be implemented to reduce dust impacts
at the campground. Trash and manure will be collected frequently. Manure may be composted to avoid impacts to the local
landfill. Additional information, design measures, and mitigation will be further identified in the EIR.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

Avoidance or relocation of any existing utility easements may be required. Additional information, design measures, and
mitigation will be further identified in the EIR.

I1l. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE.

Would the project:

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade ] = ] ]
the quality of the environment, substantially reduce
the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish
or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community,
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal?

b) Have the potential to eliminate important examples ] X L] L]
of the major periods of California history or
prehistory?

¢) Have impacts that are individually limited, but X ] ] ]
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively
considerable” means the incremental effects of a
project are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, other current projects,
and probably future projects?)
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LESS THAN
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT LESS THAN

SIGNIFICANT WITH SIGNIFICANT NO
IMPACT MITIGATION IMPACT IMPACT
d) Have environmental effects that will cause ] X ] L]

substantial adverse effects on humans, either directly
or indirectly?

COMMENTS:

a-b) The proposed project sites are in areas which have sensitive cultural and natural resources. California Department of
Parks and Recreation (CDPR) will survey these areas and avoid areas known to have significant or sensitive resources. The
full extent and significance of impacts to cultural resources, sensitive species, habitat, and wetlands will be detailed in the
EIR. It is the intention of CDPR to mitigate any adverse effects to these resources to the fullest extent feasible.

c) The proposed projects will have cumulative impacts on Cuyamaca Rancho State Park as well as on the towns and residents
nearby. The Merigan campground site and the equestrian staging area will allow for a greater capacity of park visitors to
utilize the park and may ultimately result in impacts such as increased use of park-wide trail connections and a rise in traffic,
which would include big rigs, rv's, and trailers. Aside from the proposed Equestrian Facilities projects, there are also other
projects being developed or proposed for development within and surrounding the park. These include Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) projects from the 2003 Cedar Fire, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) improvements and
upgrades, trail connections, and projects being developed in neighboring towns. An increase in facilities and trails would
intensify visitation at other locations within the park as well as surrounding towns and businesses.

d) The proposed Equestrian Facilites projects may result in some impacts to humans, especially in the neighboring town of
Descanso. The proposed Merigan campground site is in the vicinity of a school, businesses, and residences. There will be
high levels of visitation and recreational use at this site and as a result of this there may be more noise, an increase in water

and utility usage, a decrease in air and water quality, and aesthetic impacts, among other things. However, the project is not
considered to have substantial adverse impacts to humans. A further assesment of these impacts will be detailed in the EIR.

IV. PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION

On the basis of the Initial Study,
|:| I find that the proposed project could not have an adverse effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I:‘ | find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant effect because the
mitigation measures described in the attached Mitigation appendix will be required. A NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

|X| | find the proposed project may have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

PREPARER: Brina Carey

TITLE: Park and Recreation Specialist DATE: 5/11/07
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U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service SWSTA  California Department of Fish & Game

Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office lll:-F[-luHHAHuIn'l . South Coast Region

6010 Hidden Valley Road E“SHE“*E 4949 Viewridge Avenue
Carlsbad, Calitfornia 9201 | San Diego, California 92123
(760) 431-9440 (R58) 467-4201

FAX (760)431-5902 + 9618 ¥ FAX (858) 467-4299

In Reply Refer To:
FWS-SDG-4913.3

Ms. Karen Miner rJUL l l ZDII?
Project Manager _
Southern Service Center

California Department of Parks and Recreation

8885 Rio San Diego. Suite 270

San Diego, California 92108

Subject: Natice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Proposed
Equestrian Facilities Project, Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, San Diego County, California
(SCH# 2007051074)

Dear Ms. Miner:

The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and the California Department of Fish and Game
(Department), hereafter collectively referred to as the Wildlife Agencies, have reviewed the above-
referenced Notice of Preparation (NOP) dated May 11, 2007. Subsequent to our receipt of the NOP,
we recetved a notification from the State Clearinghouse, dated May 17, 2007, that the review period
for the NOP was extended by the California Department of Parks and Recreation (Parks) to July 11,
2007. The Wildlife Agencies have identified potential effects of this project on wildlife and
sensitive habitats. The comments provided herein are based on the information provided in the
NOP, our knowledge of sensitive and declining vegetation communities, and our participation in
regional conservation planning efforts,

The primary concern and mandate of the Service is the protection of public fish and wildlife
resources and their habitats. The Service has legal responsibility for the welfare of migratory birds,
anadromous fish, and endangered animals and plants occurring in the United States. The Service 18
also responsible for administering the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended
(16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). The Department is a Trustee Agency and a Responsible Agency pursuant
to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; Sections 15386 and 15381, respectively) and
is responsible for ensuring appropriate conservation of the state’s biological resources, including
rare, threatened, and endangered plant and animal species, pursuant to the California Endangered
Species Act (CESA) and other sections of the Fish and Game Code. The Department also
administers the Natural Community Conservation Planning (NCCP) Program.

The proposed project would establish new equestrian facilities near the community of Descanso in
the southern portion of Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, including a campground with approximately
20 individual campsites, comfort station, horse corrals, landscape and tree plantings, as well as day-
use amenities, and staging area. Additionally, the project proposes to construct permanent day-use
equestrian staging near Paso Picacho that would accommodate approximately eight truck and trailer
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rigs and establish connecting trails to these facilities where needed. New trails and/or trail
connections to existing trails, including the California Riding and Hiking Trail. will be developed as
part ot the project.

The Wildlife Agencies’ primary concern regarding the proposed project is the potential for impacts
to a number of sensitive wildlife and plant species, their habitat, and the long-term conservation of
those species, specifically the arroyo toad (Bufo californicus: federally endangered), the least Bell's
vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus: federally endangered), Parish’s meadowfoam (Limnanthes gracilis ssp.
parishii: State endangered), Cuyamaca larkspur (Delphinium hesperium ssp. cuyamacae: State rare),
and Cuyamaca Lake downingia (Downingia concolor ssp. brevior: State endangered). Additionally,
we are concerned by the fact that both of the proposed project sites are located in the vicinity of
creeks and/or rivers where impacts to riparian areas may occur,

We offer our comments and recommendations in the attached enclosure to assist Parks in avoiding,
minimizing, and adequately mitigating project-related impacts to biological resources. In summary,
our comments address the following issues: (1) compliance with CEQA, ESA, and CESA:

(2) protocol-level species surveys for listed species with potential to occur in the project area; (3)
the requirement for a Streambed Alteration Agreement from the Department if the project will result
in substantial direct impacts to adjacent streams, (4) analysis of the potential effccts of runoff into
adjacent streams; (5) use of only native and non-invasive plant species in the landscape and shade
tree plantings at the campground; and (6) general information to be included in the DEIR,

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this NOP. If you bave questions or comments
regarding this letter, please contact Meredith Osborne of the Department at (858) 636-3163 or Cara
McGary of the Service at (760) 431-9440.

Sincerely,
'I'herese O’Rourke f&é Michael J. Mulllg @-&
/ Assistant Field Supervisor Deputy Regional Manager
[J.S. Fish and Wildlife Service California Department of Fish and Game

Enclosure(s) 3
- Wildlife Agency Comments
- Quidelines for Assessing the Effects of Proposed Projects on Rare, Threatened, and
Endangered Plants and Natural Communities
- Sensitivity of Top Priority Rare Natural Communities in Southerm California

i State Clearinghouse
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Wildlife Agency Comments and Recommendations on the
Notice of Preparation of a DEIR for the Proposed Equestrian Facilities Project,
Cuyamaca Rancho State Park

Specific Comments

19

Take authorization pursuant to CESA and the federal ESA must be obtained if the project has
the potential to result in “take™ of state and/or federally listed species of plants or animals
(e.g., arroyo toad, least Bell’s vireo, Parish’s meadowfoam, Cuyamaca larkspur and
Cuyamaca Lake downingia) either during construction or over the life of the project. Permits
authorizing take are issued to conserve, protect, enhance, and restore listed threatened or
endangered species and their habitats. Early consultation is encouraged, as modification to
the project and mitigation measures may be required in order to obtain lake authorization.
Revisions to the Fish and Game Code, effective January 1998, may require that the
Department issue a separate CEQA document for the issuance of a CESA permit unless the
project CEQA document addresses all project impacts to state listed species and specifies a
mitigation monitoring and reporting program that will meet the requirements of CESA.

To guide project planning to avoid/minimize impacts to listed species and other sensitive
species, we recommend that protocol-level surveys be conducted for any such species with
the potential to occur within the project site. Surveys should be performed no more than one
year prior to an application for a permit from the Wildlite Agencies, and the DEIR should
include the survey results.

The Department will require a Streambed Alteration Agreement, pursuant to Section 1600 ef
seq. of the Fish and Game Code, with the applicant prior to the applicant’s commencement of
any activity that will substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow or substantially change
the bed, channel, or bank (which may include associated riparian resources) of a river, stream
or lake, or use material from a streambed. The Department’s issuance of a Lake or
Streambed Alteration Agreement for a project that is subject to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) requires CEQA compliance actions by the Department as a Responsible
Agency. As a Responsible Agency under CEQA, the Department may consider the Lead
Agency’s CEQA documentation for the project. To minimize additional requirements by the
Department pursuant to Section 1600 er seq. and/or under CEQA, the final document should
fully identify the potential impacts to the lake, stream or riparian resources and provide
adequate avoidance, mitigation, monitoring and reporting commitments for issuance of the
agreement. A Streambed Alteration Agreement notification form may be obtained by writing
to the Department of Fish and Game, 4949 Viewridge Avenue, San Diego, California 92123-
1662, or by calling (858) 636-3160, or by accessing the Department’s web site at
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/1600.

The DEIR should provide information on the potential indirect impacts to the adjacent and
downstream riparian and aquatic habitats from changes in hydrology resulting from the
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A

proposed project. The DEIR should wlso discuss the potentizl for contamination from surface
runol! Item both the staging arca and the campground.

The Wildlile Agencies recommend the use of native planis to the greatest extent feasible in
the Jandscape areas adjacent Lo and/or near mitigahion/open space arcas and/or
wetlund/riparian arcas, The applicant shonld not plant, seed or otherwise introduce invasive
cxotic plant specics to the landscaped dreas adjucent and/or near mitigationfopen space area
and/or wetland/riparian arcas. Exotic plant species not Lo be used include those species listed
on Lists A & B of the Califormia Invasive Plumt Council's list of "Exotie Pest Plants of
Grealest Leological Concern in Calitornia as of Qeroher 1999, This list includes such
species as: pepper rees, Tasmanian blue gum cucalyptus, myoporum, black locust, tree ol
eaven, pampas grass, (ountain gruss, wee plant, capeweed, periwinkle, sweet alyssum,
English ivy, French broom, Scetch broom, and Spanish broom. A copy of the complele list
cin be obtained by contacting the Calitornia Invasive Plant Council a1 1442-A Walnut St
#462, Berkeley, CA 94709, or by accessing their web site al httpr//www cal-ipe.org,

General Comments

To enuble the Wildlife Agencies to adequately review and comment on the proposed proiect from
the standpoint ol the pratection of plants, fish, wildlife, and other biological rescurces, we
recommentd the following information be included m the DEIR.

1.

b

A complete discussion of the purpose and need for, and description of, the proposcd project,
including all staging areas and aceess roures 1o the construclion and staging areas,

Analyses of u range of teasible alternatives 1o ensure that allernatives to the proposed project
are fully considered and ¢valuated. The analyses must include alternatives that avoid or
olhcrwise minmmize impacts 10 sensitive biological reseurces, particularly wetlunds. Specific
aliemative locations should e evialuated in arcas with loweer resource sensitivity, where
APPropriaie.

A complete assessment of the flora and fauna within and adjacent to the project arca, with
particular emphasis on identifying state and tederally listed endangered, threaened, rare, or
proposed candidate species, California Species of Special Concerm and/or Protected or Fully
Protected species, and locally unigue species and sensitive habitats. Specifically, the DEIR
should include the followmg.

ab Iscussions regarding the regionul setting, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, § 15125(¢).
with special emphisis on resources that are rare or unigue to the region that would be
affected by the project. This discussion is eritical 1o an ussessment of environmental
mpacts.
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b)

d)

A thorough assessment of rure plants and rare natural commumties, following the
Departiment’s May 1984 Guidelines for Assexssing limpacts to Rare Plants and Rare
Natural Communities (Enclosure 2, revised May 2000).

A current inventory of the hiologica] resourees (1o include rare, threatened, and
endangered as defined by CEQA Guidelines, $15380, and other sensitive species)
associated with eacl habitat 1ype on site and within the area of potential effect. This
should include sensitive Nish, wildlife, reptile, and amphibian species. The Department’s
Califomia Natral Diversity Data Base in Sacramento should be contacted at (916) 327-
3960 1o obtain current inforimation on any previously reported sensitive species and
habitar, including Sigmficunt Natural Areas idemtified under Chapter 12 of the Fish and
Gume Code.

Dixcussions resarding seasonal varialions in use of the project arca and vicinity by
sensilive specics, and acceptuble species-specific survey provedures as determined
through consultation with the Wildlite Agencics. The resulls of fovused species-specific
surveys, conducted in conformance with established protacols at the appropriate time of
vear and tine ol day when the sensitive specics are active or othernwise identifiable, are
required. Aceeptable species-specific survey proceduores should be developed in
consuftalion with the Wildlife Agencies.

A thorough discussion of direct, indirect, and cumulative project-related impacts expected 10
adversely allect biological resources. All facers of the project should be included in this
assessment. Specifically, the DEIR should include the following.

a

1)

specilic acreages and deseriptions of the types of wellands, coastal sage scrub, and other
habituts that would potentially be alfecied by the proposed project or project allernatives.
Maps and tables should be used 1w sunumarize such mformation.

Detailed discussions, including both qualitative and quantiiative analyses, of potential
direer effects on listed and other sensitive species (0sh, wildlife, plants) and their habilats
within the arca of impact of the proposed and aliemative projects.

Discussions regarding indirect project impacts on biolegical resources, including
resources in nearby public lands, open space, adjacent natural habitals, riparian
ceonyslems, und any proposed or existing reserve lands.

1) Iinpacts to wildlife comidorfmovement areas, including access o undisturlxed babitals
in udjacent arcas, should be fully evaluared.

i) Discussions of potential adverse impacts from lighting, noise, human activity, ¢xolic
specics, and dramage. The latter subject should address: project-related chunges on
drainage patterns on and downstream of the project siles the volume, velocity, and
frequency of existing and post-project surface flows; polluted runolt: soil erosion
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)

andfor sedimenmation i streanms and water bodies; and post-project fate of runofT from
the project site.

i) It upplicable, a discussion of the etfects of any project-relaed dewatering or ground
water extraction activities o the waler table and the potential resubing impacts on the
wetland/riparian habitat, if any, supported by the surface and groundwiter,

Discussions regarding possible conflicts resulting from wildlife-human interacuions at the
interace between the development project and natural habitats,

A thorough discussion assessing the consistency of this project with regional comservation
planning elfons,

A cumulative effects analysis as desceribed under CCQA Guidelines, § 15130, assessing
the impacts of the proposed projectin conjunction with past, present, and anticipaicd
(uture projects, relative 1o their impucts on nadve plant commumbes and wildlife.

A thoreugh discussion of mitigation measures for adverse project-related impacts on
sensitive plants, amimals, and hahitas, Specifically, the DEIR should include/address the
followinge.

i)

53]

)

d)

Miligation measures for adverse project-relted impacts on sensitive plants, animalks, and
habitals. Measures to fully avoid and otherwise protect Rare Natural Communities
(Enclosure 3) trom project-related impucts. The Department considers thiese
communilics as threatened habitats having both regional and local siznificance,

Where aveidance 1s infeasible, mitigation measures that enmiphasize iminimization of
project impacts. For unavoidable impacts, on-site habitat resloration or enhancement
should be discussed in detail. If on-sile nitigation is not feasible or would not b
biologically viable (c.g.. it would not adequately mitigate the loss of biological functions
and values), oft-site miligation through habital crestion and/or acyuisition and
prescrvation in perpetuily should be addressed. The Wildlife Agencies generally do not
encourage the use of relocavon, salvage, and/or transplantation as miligation for impacts
on rare, threatened, or endangered species. Studies have shown these efforts are
experimental in nature and do not provide (or the long-term viability of the larget species.

NMitigation measures to alleviate indirect project-related impuacts on biologicual resourees,
including measures o minimize changes m the hydrelogic regimes on site, and means o
comvey runolf without damaging biological resourees, including the morphology of on-
sile and downstream habitats.

Where proposed grading or clearing is within 1080 feel of propased biological open space,
or etherwise preserved sensilive habitats, a requirement for temporary fencing, Fencing
should be placed on the impact side and should result in no vegetation loss within apen
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h)

space. All temporary lencing should be removed only afier the conclusion of all grading,
clearing, und consiruction gctivities,

A requirement that o Wildlife Agency-approved biological monitor 10 be present during
wiliad elearing, grading, and construclion in sensitive habitat areas and/or in the vicinity
of hiological open space areas 1o ensure that conservalion incasares assaciated with
resource agency permits and construction documents are performed. The biclogical
monitor should have the autherity o halt construction 1o prevent or avoid take of any
histed species andfor to ensure commpliance witli all avoldance, minimization, and
mitigation measures. Any unauthonzed impacts or actions nat in comphance with the
permils qod construction documents should be immediately brought 1o the attention ot the
Lead Agency und the Waldlife Agencies.

Plans for restoration and revegelation, 1o be prepared by persens with expertise in
southern California ecosystems and native plant revegetation lechniques. Each plan
should include, al & minimun: () the location of the mitigation site; (b) the plant species
1o be used, container sizes, and seeding rates; (¢) a schematic depicting the nlitgation
arcw; (d) plantig schedule; (¢} a deserption of the irrigation methudology: (£) measures
lo control exotic vegetation on site; (g} specific suecess crleria (e.g... pereent cover of
native and non-native specles; species richness); (h) a detailed meonitoning program; (i)
contingeney measares should the success eriteria not be met; and ()} identritication of the
party responsible for mecting the success eriteria and providing for conservation of the
mitigalion sic in perpetuily.

Meusures o profect, in papetuity, the targeted habilal values of preposed preservalion
and/or restoration arcus From divect and indirect adverse impacts, These should include o
legal mechanisnt {e.g., conservation casementy by which the mitigation arcas wonld be
preserved in perpetuily. The abjective should be to offset the projecl-induced qualitative
and quantitative losses of wildlife habilat values. Permanent feneing should be installed
betweest the Linpact wea and biological open spice and be designed 10 mininaze intrusion
inta the senstive Dabitats from humans and domestic anitmals, particularly cats. There
should be ne gates thut would aliow aceess between the development and biological open
space. Additional issues that should be addressed include proposed lund dedications,
menilering and management programs, control of illegal dumping, water pollution, ¢le.

Development and implementation of & manugenent and monitoring plan (MMP),
including i lunding commitment, for any on- and/or off-site hiclogical open spuce
casements, if applicahle. The MMP should outline biological resources on the sile,
provide for monitonng of hological resources, address potenual inipacts 1o biological
resources, and identify actions Lo be taken to eliminale or mwinimize those impacts. A
Property Analysis Record (PAR) should be completed to determine the amount of
funding necded for the perpetual management, maintenance, and momtoring of the
biologicul conservanon easement arcas, It sheuld be demonsirated that the proposed
funding mechanisim would ensure 1that adequiate funds would be available on an annual
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busis to implement the MMP. A dralt MMP, PAR resolts, and proposed funding
mcchanism should be submitted to the Wildlife Agencies for review and approval prior (o
initigting constructien getivities; the Mnal plan should be submitted 10 the Wildlife
Agencics within 90 days of receiving upproval of the drafl plan,

To aveid impacts to nesting birds, the DEIR should reqguire thal all clearing and grubbing
ocenr oulside the avian breeding season. The general breeding season lor nesting birds
vccurs approximaltely Febroary |5 through September 15 however raptors may begin
breeding as carly i January. If project constraction, other than clearing and grubbing, is
necessary dunng the avian breeding scason, a quabified hiojogist should conduct a survey
foy nesting birds within three duys prior to the work in the arca Lo ensure no nesting birds
in the project arca would be impacted by the project. I an aciive nest is identificd, a
butfer shall be established belween the construction activities and the nest so that nesting
aclivities ure not mterrupted. Unless site-specific conditions warrant a reduction, we
recommend a minimun width of 300 feel (500 feet tor raptors) be delincuted by
lemporary feneing, and shall reinain in eteer as long as construction is occurnng or unil
the nest is no longer active. No project construction shall occur within the fenced nest
cone until the young have fledged, are no longer being fed by the parents, have lefi the
nest, and will no Jonger be affected by the constructien.



Guidelines for Assessing the Effeets of Proposced Projects on Rare, Threatened, and
Lindangered Plants and Natural Communitics
Siire ef CaliTaaiiin
THE REEDURCES AGENCY
Cepannrent of Feh aind Gane
Lrecembard, 1943
Hevised Mew &0 2000

The following recommendations are mtended 10 help thase who prepare and review
environmental docunients determuine when a botanical survey is needed, who should be
considered qualificd to conduct such surveys, how ficld surveys should be conducted,
and what information should be contained in the survey report. The Departnient may
recomimend that lead agencies not accept the results of surveys that are not conducted
according to these guidelines,

I. Bownical surveys are conducted in order o determine the environmental efects of proposed projects on all
rare, threatened, and endangered plants and plant commmnitics. Rare, threatened, and endanpgered plams are ned
neceszariy limited to those specics which have been “Haled” by state and federal agencies bt should include any
species that, baded onall available data, can be shiown (o be rire, threutened, andfor endangered under the
foMlowing detinitimmns:

A species, subspecies, or variety of plant is "endangered™ when the prospects of its sarvival and reproduction are
in immediste jeopardy from ane or more casises, including loss of babital, change in habitat, over<xploitation,
predation, compettion, or discase. A plant s "threatened” when it is likely to become endangered in the
foreseeable future 1 the shsenee of protection weasures. A plan is "rare™ when, alibough a0l presently
threatened with extinction, the species, subapecies, oo variety 18 found in such small pombers Diroughout 18 range
that it may be cndangered iF it environment worizis,

Rare nataral communitics ase those commnities that are of g hly limited distribotion. These communitics may
or may nal contiin rare, threatened, or endangesed species The most curment version of e Calilemia Natiral
Diversity Datehase’s List of Coliformia Termesinal Nawml) Communities may be vsed i a guide Lo the nomes asml
slatus of commmunibies.

2. In 15 appropriate 1o conducl a botanical field survey to determing if, or to the extent thal, rare, threatened, or
cndangered plants will be affected by a proposced project when:!

a. Natural vegetation sccurs on the site, it is unknown if rare, threatened, or endangered plants or habilats occur
on the sife. and the project has the potential for direet er indirect viYeets on vegetation; o1

b. Rare plants have istorically been ideniified on the preject site, but adeguate information for impact
assessmen is lncking:

3. Botamical consuliants should possess the [ollivwing qualifications:

. Experience conducting floristic field surveys;

. B ledge of plant taxenomy and plant conynunity ecology;

. Familiarity with the plants of the area, ineluding rare, threatened, and endinpered species;
Famniliarity with the appropriate state and {ederal statutes related 10 planis and plant collecting, and,
. Expenence with analyzing impacis of developnient on native plant specics and commuiiljes.

o o O~ il -

ra

4. Fueld surveys should be conducied in a manner hat will locate any rare, threatened, or endargered specios
imay be presenl. Specifically, rare, threatened, or endangered plant surveys should e

a. Lenducted v ilhe field 4t the proper time of year when rare, threatened, or endingered species are both eviden
aml ilennifiable. Usually, this is when the plants are flowering,

When are, ireatened, or endangered plaats are Krown W oceur inthe type(s) ol habital present in the privee)



wrea, nearby pbcessible cocurrenees of 1he plants (reference sites) should be observed to determme thal the
sprenies are ademtifiable st the wime of (he aurvey,

b. Flonistic mnature. A [onistie survey requires that every plant observed be identified to tie estent nocessary
o determine s mrity and hstng status naddition, a sulficien! number of visils spaced roughout the growing
Lephon dre fecedsary o accurtely determme what plants exizl onthe sie. In order 10 properly charctenze fhe
site and document e completeness of the survey, a commplite st of plants clserved on tie site should be
included in gvery Botamcal survey repost

¢ Cotducted ina manner that 55 consisient with cersersalion ethics. Collections {voucher specimens) of rare,
thregtened, o endangered species, ér suspected mre, threned, or endangered species shonld be mmade only
when snch sctions would win jecpardize the continued exvitence of the populaties and i aceordance with
applicaltle state and federal peomit reguirements. A collecting permit fromn the Habitat Conservation Manming
Branch ob DFG i required for collection of slate-disted plant species. Voucher specimens shonld be deposited al
recupnized pubshic herbaria for futare referesce. Motopraphy should be used la document plant 1deniification amd
habuiat whenever possinle, but especially when the popalitian cannot withstand collection of vowcher specimes,

d Cenducted using systemalic Tield techniques in all habitals of the site to ensure o therough coverage of
petential impact areas,

e Well documented. When a rare, threatened, or endangered plant (er rare plant communily) is located, 4
California Nalive Species (or Community) Field Survey Formpar eguivaient written form, accompanied by a copy
T 1he apprepriste perion of a 7.5 minute topographic map with the acenrrence mapped, should be completed
ap subrminted 1o the Nagural Diversity Database. Tocations may be best documented using global positioning
syitems (GPS) and presented inmap and digital forms as thess toals becone more necessible.

5. Reports af botanical field surveys should be ineluded in or with govironmental wsseesiments, pegitive
declarations and mitigated negative declarations, Timbes Tharvesung Plans (TIPs), EIR'S, and E15's, and skould
comtain the following information:
a. Project desenption, including a detailed map of the project location and study area
b A written descaption of Liolopical seiting reterencing the communily pomenclaiure used and 2
vegetaling mup.
¢, Detailed desenption of survey methisdology.
d. Dates of Tield surseys and total persan-honrs spent an field snrveys.
e. Resulls of field survey meiuding detailed maps and specific location data for exch plunt population fourd
Tnvesdizators are encouraged 1o provide GPS dats and i documenting population bondares.
. An esessment of pelential impacts. This should include a map showing the distribution of plints in
relation o propuscd activities.
2. Discuzsion of the sipaificance of rare, threatened, or endangered plant populations m the preject arca
cansidering nearby populilions and total species disiribution.
h. Recommended measures 1o avoid inpacts
v A list of all plants sbserved on the projecet asca, Plants should b adentified to the 1axonemic level
rrecessary o delermming whether or not they are rare, threatened or endangered.
1. Description of relercnee siteds) visited and phenolopical development of rre. threaened, or endangered
planiish
k. Copres of all Califzroin Native Species Freld Survey Forms ar Natural Community Field Survey Fornos.
|, Wame of fickl investizator(s).
m References ciled, pessons contacted, herbana visited, and the [pcaton of vouehar specimens



Sensitivity of Top Priorily Rare Natural
Communities in Southern California

Sensitivity mnkings are determined by the Department of Fish and Game, California Naturil Diversity
Diaa Huse and based an cither number of known occurrences (locations) and/or umoant od habital
remaining Cicreage. The three rankings uied for these top prionty Tare natural commumnes are s
[ollows:

S0 Fewer than O known lecations and/or on Tewer than 2,000 acres of habitat remainimg.

SZ# Oceurs in 0-20 known locations undéor 2,000 10,000 acres of habira remaining,

534 Oveursan 21-100-known locations andfor 10K 30,000 acres of babitat remaning.

The mumbser 1o the right of the decimal peint aller the mnking refers 1o the depree of threat pased 1o that
natural community repardless of the cunking. Forexamplhe:

W
-
i

very threatensd
5272 = liealensd
5313 = pocurment threats known

Sensitivily Rankings (Febroary 1992)

S11 Mojave Ripanan Forest
Sonoran Cottonwood Willow Riparian
Mesquite Bosgue
Elephint Tree Wondland
Crucifixion Thorn Wondlund
Allthorn Woodland
Arizonan Woeodland
Sauthern Culifornia Walnut Lorest
Mainland Cherry Forest
Southern Bishop Pine Forest
Torrey Pine Forest
Desent Moantain White Fir Forest
Southern Dune Scrub
Sonthern Coastal Blufl Scrub
Mazitime Succulem Scrub
Riversidean Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub
Seuthern Maritame Chaparral
Yalley Needlegrass Grasstand
Great Bisim Grissland
Mojuve Desen Graysland
Pebble Plains
Southern Sedpe Bog
Crsinentane Alkal Manh

§1.2 Southern Foredones
Mono Pumice Flal
Soutlem Interor Basall Flow Vernal Pool



821 Venturan Coastal Sage Scrub
Diegan Couslal gz Scrub
Riversidean Upland Coastal Sage Scrb
Raversidean Desent Sage Scrub
Sagehrush Steppe
[Desert Sink Scrub
Mahc Seathern Mixed Chaparral
Sun Dhepo Mesa Hardpan Vernal Pool
San [hepo Mesa Claypan Vernal Pool
Alkali Medow
Southeru Coastal Sali Marsh
Coastal Brackish Marsh
Transmonlane Alkal Marsh
Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh
Southern Arrovo Willow Ripanan [Forest
Southem Willow Scrub
Modec-Grea Basin Cottanwood Willow Riparian
Mo -Great Basin Ripanan Serub :
Meajave Desert Wash Serub
Engelmann Oak Woodland
Open Engelmann Oak Woodlund
Closed Engelmann Quk Woodlgnd
Island Oak Wooddand
Calitorma Walnu Woodland
Island Ironwoed Farest
Istand Cherry Forest
Southemn Interor Cypress Forest
Bigcone Spruce-Canyon Quk Forest

52,2 Active Cosstal Dunes
Active Desest Dunes
Stabilized and Panially Stabilized Desert Dunes
Stabilized and Partially Stabilized Desent Sandficld
Mpnjave Mixed Steppe
Trnsimontane Freshwater Marsh
Couller Pine Forest
Southemn Cablomia Felificld
White Moumains Fellficld

N2 liristlecone Pine Forest
Limber Pine Forest
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Karen Miner, Project Manager

Southern Service Center

California Department of Parks and Recreation
8885 Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 270

San Diego, CA 92108

COMMENTS ON THE NOTICE OF PREPARATION FOR THE CALIFORNIA STATE
PARKS EQUESTRIAN FACILITIES PROJECT

The County of San Diego has received and reviewed the Notice of Preparation of an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Equestrian Facilities Project dated May 11,
2007, received on June 20, 2005 and appreciates this opportunity to comment. In
response to the document the County, as a responsible agency under CEQA Section
15381, has comments that identify potentially significant environmental issues that
may have an affect on the unincorporated lands of San Diego County, reasonable
alternatives and mitigation measures that the County recommends be evaluated in the
environmental document.

The County Department of Planning and Land Use (DPLU), Department of Pubiic
Works (DPW) and Department of Environmental Health (DEH) staff have completed
its review and have the foliowing commenis regarding the content of the above
documents:

GENERAL COMMENTS

1. The County recommends exploring an alternative location for the proposed
Merigan campground due to potentially significant impacts that could result
from constructing the project at this location. While the County values the
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recreational and equestrian amenities that this project would provide, there is
concern that the proposed location of the campground and equestrian staging
area at the Merigan site would have significant impacts to the rural,
unincorporated community of Descanso. To avoid and/or minimize the impacts
to the community of Descanso and to the elementary school adjacent to the
Merigan site, alternative locations for the project components at Merigan should
be fully explored in the EIR. Given the large size of Cuyamaca State Park,
identifying an alternative location that would reduce impacts should be feasible.

AESTHETICS

2.

The proposed campground at the Merigan site is located directly adjacent to
the Descanso Elementary school and rural residential uses in the community of
Descanso. The proposed equestrian uses and campground at the Merigan site
may significantly impact the visual character and quality of the site and its
surrcundings. The project may also impact scenic vistas in the area, including
views from Highway 79, a first priority scenic route identified in the County of
San Diego General Plan. The NOP recognizes this potential impact and
suggests a visual buffer may mitigate these potential impacts. The County
suggests that the EIR also evaluate the availability of alternative sites for the
proposed campground as a means to avoid significant impacts to scenic vistas
and to the visual character and quality of the rural community of Descanso.

AIR QUALITY

3.

The proposed campground at the Merigan site is located directly adjacent to
the Descanso Elementary school and residential uses, both of which are
considered as sensitive receptors. The project could increase emissions of
criteria pollutants during construction and as part of ongoing operations, The
proposed equestrian and campground facilities could increase airborne dust
and increase exposure of particulate matter to sensitive receptors. The EIR
should evaluate the project’'s potential impact to sensitive receptors and the
direct and cumulative increase of particulate matter emissions for a basin which
is currently in non-attainment for particulate matter. The EIR should fully
evaluate all potential emissions of criteria pollutants and air quality impacts to
sensitive receptors, including diesel particulate emissions from construction
and from the traffic generated by the project.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

4.

The County of San Diego is currently developing the East County Multiple
Species Conservation Plan (ECMSCP). This is a 50-year plan to
conserve approximately 156 species and to streamline development in the
eastern portion of the unincorporated County. The ECMSCP will apply to the
unincorporated areas adjacent to and surrounding much of the California State
Parks proposed project area. The County requests that habitat connections
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from the State Park to the ECMSCP planned preserve be considered in the
development of the California State Parks proposed Equestrian Facilities
Project. In addition, the County requests that all information regarding the
potential environmental impacts of the project, particularly impacts to sensitive
plant or animal species, be provided to the County for consideration in the
context of the ECMSCP.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

5.

Recorded archaeological sites are located in the Merigan Ranch area (SDI-
8855, SDI-8297 and SDI-18119). Numerous surveys have also been done,
many in the 1980s and early 1990s; some reports are more recent such as the
Hector survey in 2006. Previous surveys should be reviewed for adequacy and
a field survey is recommended to identify the location of previously surveyed
sites. In addition, the field survey should determine whether unknown sites are
located in the project area.

Recorded archaeological sites along the east side of Highway 79 across from
the Paso Picacho Campgrounds that may be impacted by the proposed staging
area include SDI-9075 and SDI-900; many others are within one-half mile of
the project. Numerous surveys have been conducted previously, many in the
1970's, 1980's and 1990's; some more recently following the Cedar Fire of
2003. The previous work should be reviewed for adequacy and a field survey
is recommended to relocate the previous sites and to identify undiscovered
sites.

Project design should take into account avoidance of significant archaeological
sites, both historic and prehistoric.

Testing of impacted sites is recommended to determine significance,
boundaries and adequate mitigation. :

The County recommends that Native American monitors be present during both
the survey of the proposed Merigan project area and testing of any impacted
prehistoric site.

GEOLOGY AND SOILS

10.

The project proposes to install an on-site sewage disposal system to Regional
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) standards to treat wastewater at the
proposed Merigan Ranch campground area. The County Department of
Environmental Health (DEH) is responsible for permitting the installation of
septic systems in throughout the County of San Diego, including incorporated
cities with San Diego County. State Park land however, falls under the
jurisdiction of the RWQCB. Recently, DEH reviewed proposed septic systems
for a subdivision along Maggio Drive (approx. 1 mile east of the Merigan site).
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Due to high groundwater and the inability of the septic system designs to meet
groundwater separation requirements, the project was denied. Large meadow
areas in Descanso can be suspect for seasonal high groundwater. In addition,
the County has been monitoring groundwater levels from a well located on the
Merigan site and in one year groundwater levels were found to be within two
feet from the surface (Attachment A). The County recommends that the ability
of the site's geology to support a septic system or sewage treatment plant at
the Merigan Ranch be fully investigated at this time. It should not be assumed
that a septic system or a package sewage treatment plant will be feasible at
this location. If the site cannot safely support a sewage disposal system,
alternative locations for the campground should be investigated.

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS (VECTORS)

11.

The EIR should address the potential for vectors, such as flies, rats and
mosquitoes o be supported onsite from proposed manure storage, storage of
feed for horses, and any standing water sources such as water troughs for
horses. Vectors can represent a significant health and safety impact, if potential
vector breeding sources are not properly managed. Furthermore, the proximity
of children and residential uses on neighboring unincorporated County land
increases the importance of properly managing potential vector breeding
sources to ensure nuisances and public health concerns are not generated.
The County of San Diego considers potential impacts from vectors during
discretionary project reviews and has developed draft guidance for addressing
potential vector breeding sources associated with a proposed project. This draft
guidance is available at htip://www.sdedplu.org/dplu/docs/BPR/Vectors-
guide.pdf. The guidelines and report formats for preparing vector management
plans included herein may be of assistance to address the potential vector
impacts of the project. When these Guidelines are finalized, they will be
available online at
http://www.sdcdplu.org/dplu/Resource/3~procquid/3~procguid.html,

NOISE

12.

The NOP indicates that there will be a substantial increase in noise levels as a
result of the project and nearby sensitive receptors (i.e. the school) would
experience this noise level increase. The NOP states, “construction near these
sensitive receptors could be limited to after 7 am and before 7 pm.” This
measure does not reduce the potential noise impacts to sensitive receptors at
the school because these are the hours that children will be in school. The EIR
should include an analysis of the noise impacts of the project and should
ensure that noise levels on unincorporated County lands do not exceed the
standards outlined in the County of San Diego Noise Ordinance, available
online at
http://www.sdcounty.ca.qgov/dplu/Resource/docs/3~pdi/NoiseOrdinance. pdf.
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HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

13.

The proposed campground and equestrian facilities at Merigan Ranch would
require groundwater. This portion of the County is entirely groundwater
dependent and there are a number of groundwater users in the unincorporated
portion of the County directly adjacent and within the project site's watershed.
Adjacent groundwater users include the adjacent elementary school and Well
#5 of the Descanso Community Water District (DCWD). Well #5 is the only
well being used by the DCWD o serve the Descanso community, and is
located downgradient of the proposed Merigan campground site. From 2000 to
2004, the well provided from 90 to 110 acre-feet of water per year to over 300
metered users, consisting largely of residential homes.

Based on the potential impacts to groundwater supply and groundwater quality
that the project may have on existing and potential future groundwater users (fo
the maximum allowable density as allowed by the County’s General Plan) in
the unincorporated community of Descanso, the project should perform a
detailed cumulative groundwater investigation. The investigation should be
completed by a California Certified Hydrogeologist. The County can provide a
list of qualified consultants that could conduct the investigation. The
groundwater investigation should include the following to evaluate potentially
significant impacts:

a. Potential_Cumulative Impacts to Offsite County Groundwater Users.
Groundwater recharge should be evaluated based on at least the past
30 years of monthly precipitation for the watershed. The computer
program RECHARG2 (utilizes the Thornthwaite Method, known as the
soil moisture balance methodology) or similar and acceptable
methodology should be used to calculate groundwater recharge.
Estimates of groundwater storage capacity should be estimated for each
hydrogeologic unit at the project site and within the project’'s watershed.
Groundwater demand taking into account all existing and potential
groundwater users at the maximum buildout of the County General Plan
should be estimated. Using (1) estimated monthly groundwater
recharge that has occurred in the watershed over the past 30 years, (2)
the amount of estimated groundwater in storage, and (3) groundwater
demand at maximum buildout of the basin; the long-term groundwater
availability of the watershed must be evaluated. The evaluation should
utilize the past 30 years of recharge to indicate whether groundwater in
storage would be sufficient for a 30 year period of groundwater demand
at the maximum buildout of the watershed. If groundwater in storage is
reduced to a level of 50% or less by groundwater extraction through the
30 year period, the project would have significant impacts to
groundwater supply and an alternative site should be selected.
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b. Well Interference to Offsite Users. Offsite well interference should be
analyzed to ensure the project does not create impacts to offsite County
well users. A well test or tests should be performed to show the
estimated amount of groundwater drawdown induced from offsite wells,
including Well #5 of the DCWD. The County uses estimates of offsite
drawdown as a screening tool to determine whether significant
groundwater impacts could result from a project. The County
recommends estimating offsite well drawdown over a five year period,
and if results indicate a water level decrease of 20 feet or more in any

offsite wells, the project could have significant groundwater impacts.

C. Groundwater Dependent Habitat. If there is any groundwater dependent
habitat onsite or adjacent to the proposed wells to be used for the
Merigan site, an analysis should be performed to evaluate the potential
impacts from groundwater extraction on groundwater dependent habitat.
If the project would drawdown the groundwater table to the detriment of
groundwater-dependent habitat, typically a drop of 3 feet or more from
historical low groundwater levels, the County would consider this to be a
significant impact.

d. Water Quality Impacts. Groundwater beneath the project site has been
monitored by the County since 1990 in a well called DES-07 located in
the middle of the Merigan parcel (see Attachment A — Groundwater
Levels at the Merigan Ranch Site). Water levels have been as shallow
as 2 feet below the ground surface. With groundwater conditions being
this shallow, manure and potential septic systems onsite would have a
direct conduit for elevated levels of nitrate and bacteria (including fecal
coliform) to enter into the groundwater and may impact offsite and
adjacent groundwater users. The community drinking water well, Well
#5 located directly adjacent and downgradient of the project parcel, is of
particular concern. Based upon the onsite groundwater conditions
recorded, there could be a significant impact to the water quality of
offsite groundwater users as a result of the project.

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION

14.

15.

The EIR should provide a “with” and “without” project traffic analysis for the
near term/opening day and long-range scenarios.

The EIR should assess the projects’ potential impacts to the following County
and Caltrans roadway segments and intersections:

e SR-79
« Sunrise Highway / 8-1
« Viejas Boulevard (SA 360)
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Riverside Drive @ Viejas Boulevard

SR-79 @ Sunrise Highway

Viejas Boulevard @ Project Driveway (Merigan Site)
Viejas Boulevard @ SR-79

SR-79 @ Old Highway 80

SR-79 @ Project Driveway (Paso Picacho Site)

The EIR should reference the County’s Guidelines for Determining Significance

nd Report Format Requirements for Traffic and Transportation, The traffic
analysis should follow the format requirements for facilities within the
unincorporated area as specified in the County’s approved guidelines. The
Guidelines area available at the DPLU website,

http://iwww.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/Resource/3~procguid/3~procguid.htmi#trans.

The EIR/project's trip generation assumptions should consider all
activities/events associated with the uses identified in the project description
(Pg.2) such as campsites, the arena, and horse corrals.

The EIR should identify the uses and associated trip generation assumptions
for the two individual project sites.

The EIR should identify/assess the ftraffic impacts associated with special
events that will attract visitors to the project sites.

The EIR should provide recommended mitigation measures for all of the
project’'s potential traffic impacts associated with the campground and
equestrian facilities and special events.

The project's trip generation assumptions should be based on/consider the
peak period and peak season, such as weekends & holidays and summer, for
use of the proposed campground and equestrian facilities.

The EIR should assess the project's potential impacts to an existing elementary
school located along Viejas Boulevard. The EIR should specifically address
the project's potential impacts to the school’s parent pickup/drop off locations.

The EIR should discuss/assess emergency access for the project sites.

The EIR should assess the parking requirements for the project’s proposed
uses. The parking requirements should consider regular activities and special
event aclivities.

The NOP indicates that large truck and ftrailer rigs will utilize the project
sites/facilities. The EIR should assess the ability of the project’s two-lane
access roads to adequately accommodate traffic from large trucks and trailer



Equestrian Facilities Project NOP -8- July 11, 2007

rigs. The EIR should discuss potential impacts from large vehicles towing
trailers and queues that can form from their slower travel speed.

26. The EIR should identify/assess the project's access driveways onto the County
and Caltrans roadway systems. The EIR should verify that adequate corner
sight distance will be provided at the project’s access driveways/intersections.

27. The EIR should contain conceptual striping/signing plans for the proposed
project entrances. Alsc, any additional right of way dedications needed to
accommodate acceleration and turn lanes to accommodate these vehicles
should be in the conceptual striping plans.

28. The EIR should include a brief summary of the County’s General Plan 2020
(GP 2020) Circulation Element (CE) Road Network recommendations for
affected roadways within the unincorporated area and evaluate consistency
with the road network plans.

29. The project will need to acquire Construction Permits prior to any construction
within County Road Rights-of-Way. Caltrans requires Encroachment Permits
for work within State Road Rights of Way.

The County of San Diego appreciates the opportunity to continue to participate in the
environmental review process for this project. We look forward to receiving future
environmental documents related to this project, the DEIR for review, or providing
additional assistance at your request. If you have any questions regarding these
comments, please contact Jennifer Campos (858) 495-5204.

Sincer

ERIC GIBSON, Interim Director
Department of Planning and Land Use

Attachment A — Groundwater Levels at the Merigan Site

cc:  Jeff Collins, Policy Advisor, Board of Supervisors, District 2, MS A500
Vince Nicoletti, CAQ Staff Officer, DCAQO, M.S. A-6
Kenneth Brazell, Project Manager, DPW, MS 0336
Descanso Community Planning Group
Priscilla Jaszkowiak, Administrative Secretary, DPLU, MS 0650
Jennifer Campos, Land Use/Environmental Planner, DPLU, MS 0650

Reference County Project IJN 05-070
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\(‘, Department of Toxic Substances Control

Linda S. Adams Maureen F. Gorsen, Director Amold Schwarzenegge
Secretary for 5796 Corporate Avenue Gavermor
Environmental Protection Cypress. California 90630

June 15, 2007

Ms. Karen Miner

Project Manager

California Department of Parks and Recreation (CDPR)
8885 Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 270

San Diego, California 92401

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE
CUYAMACA RANCHO STATE PARK EQUESTRIAN FACILITIES PROJECT
(SCH# 2007051074).

Dear Ms. Miner:

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has received your submitted
Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Initial Study
Checklist for the above-mentioned project. The following project description is stated in
your document: “The proposed project would create new equestrian facilities near the
community of Descanso in the southern portion of the park including a campground,
day-use amenities, and staging area within Cuyamaca Rancho State Park. The
proposed campground project will include approximately 20 individual campsites,
comfort station, horse corrals, round pens, arena, shade armadas, picnic areas, hitching
rails, landscape and shade tree plantings, day-use equestrian staging, and associated
amenities, utilities, and infrastructure. The proposed project would also create a day-
use staging area near Paso Picaho, including space for approximately 8 truck and trailer
rigs with pull-through parking and amenities. Some trees may need to be removed or
thinned. New trails and/or trail connections to existing trails, including the California
Riding and Hiking Trail, will be developed as part of the project. Depending on site
conditions, restrooms would be on septic and/or a contained vault system, and access
to water and power may need to be developed as part of the project. * DTSC provides
comments as follows:

1) The EIR should identify the current or historic uses at the project site that may have
resulted in a release of hazardous wastes/substances.

@ Pprinted on Recycled Paper



Ms. Miner
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Page 2

2) The EIR should identify the known or potentially contaminated sites within the
proposed Project area. For all identified sites, the EIR should evaluate whether
conditions at the site may pose a threat to human health or the environment.
Following are the databases of some of the regulatory agencies:

3)

National Priorities List (NPL): A list maintained by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S.EPA).

Envirostor (formerly CalSites): A Database primarily used by the California
Department of Toxic Substances Control, accessible through DTSC's website
(see below).

Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System (RCRIS): A database
of RCRA facilities that is maintained by U.S. EPA.

Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability
Information System (CERCLIS): A database of CERCLA sites that is maintained
by U.S.EPA,

Solid Waste Information System (SWIS): A database provided by the California
Integrated Waste Management Board which consists of both open as well as
closed and inactive solid waste disposal facilities and transfer stations.

Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) / Spills, Leaks, Investigations and
Cleanups (SLIC): A list that is maintained by Regional Water Quality Control
Boards.

Local Counties and Cities maintain lists for hazardous substances cleanup sites
and leaking underground storage tanks.

The United States Army Corps of Engineers, 911 Wilshire Boulevard,
Los Angeles, California, 90017, (213) 452-3908, maintains a list of Formerly
Used Defense Sites (FUDS).

The EIR should identify the mechanism to initiate any required investigation
and/or remediation for any site that may be contaminated, and the government
agency to provide appropriate regulatory oversight. If necessary, DTSC would
require an oversight agreement in order to review such documents. Please see
comment No.17 below for more information.
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4)

5)

6)

9)

All environmental investigations, sampling and/or remediation for the site should
be conducted under a Workplan approved and overseen by a regulatory agency
that has jurisdiction to oversee hazardous substance cleanup. The findings of
any investigations, including any Phase | or || Environmental Site Assessment
Investigations should be summarized in the document. All sampling results in
which hazardous substances were found should be clearly summarized in a
table.

Proper investigation, sampling and remedial actions overseen by the respective
regulatory agencies, if necessary, should be conducted at the site prior to the
new development or any construction. All closure, certification or remediation
approval reports by these agencies should be included in the EIR.

If any property adjacent to the project site is contaminated with hazardous
chemicals, and if the proposed project is within 2,000 feet from a contaminated
site, then the proposed development may fall within the “Border Zone of a
Contaminated Property.” Appropriate precautions should be taken prior to
construction if the proposed project is within a Border Zone Property.

If buildings or other structures, asphalt or concrete-paved surface areas are
being planned to be demolished, an investigation should be conducted for the
presence of other related hazardous chemicals, lead-based paints or products,
mercury, and asbestos containing materials (ACMs). If other hazardous
chemicals, lead-based paints or products, mercury or ACMs are identified, proper
precautions should be taken during demolition activities. Additionally, the
contaminants should be remediated in compliance with California environmental
regulations and policies.

The project construction may require soil excavation or filling in certain areas.
Sampling may be required. If soil is contaminated, it must be properly disposed
and not simply placed in another location onsite. Land Disposal Restrictions
(LDRs) may be applicable to such soils. Also, if the project proposes to import
soil to backfill the areas excavated, sampling should be conducted to ensure that
the imported soil is free of contamination.

Human health and the environment of sensitive receptors should be protected
during the construction or demolition activities. If it is found necessary, a study of
the site and a health risk assessment overseen and approved by the appropriate
government agency and a qualified health risk assessor should be conducted to
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10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

determine if there are, have been, or will be, any releases of hazardous materials
that may pose a risk to human health or the environment.

If it is determined that hazardous wastes are, or will be, generated by the
proposed operations, the wastes must be managed in accordance with the
California Hazardous Waste Control Law (California Health and Safety Code,
Division 20, Chapter 6.5) and the Hazardous Waste Control Regulations
(California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5).

If it is determined that hazardous wastes are or will be generated and the wastes
are (a) stored in tanks or containers for more than ninety days, (b) treated onsite,
or (c) disposed of onsite, then a permit from DTSC may be required. If so, the
facility should contact DTSC at (714) 484-5423 to initiate pre-application
discussions and determine the permitting process applicable to the facility.

If it is determined that hazardous wastes will be generated, the facility should
obtain a United States Environmental Protection Agency Identification Number by
contacting (800) 618-6942.

Certain hazardous waste treatment processes may require authorization from
the local Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA). Information about the
requirement for authorization can be obtained by contacting your local CUPA.

If the project plans include discharging wastewater to a storm drain, you may be
required to obtain an NPDES permit from the overseeing Regional Water Quality
Control Board (RWQCB).

If during construction/demolition of the project, the soil and/or groundwater
contamination is suspected, construction/demolition in the area would cease
and appropriate health and safety procedures should be implemented.

Your document states: “The proposed project involves two separate sites.
Merigan Ranch Area — Equestrian Campground,... a former agricultural site
located adjacent to the unincorporated community of Descanso. Paso Pacacho
vicinity - Equestrian Staging, located on the east side of Hwy 79."  If the site
was used for agricultural or related activities, onsite soils and groundwater might
contain pesticides, agricultural chemical, organic waste or other related residue.
Proper investigation, and remedial actions, if necessary, should be conducted
under the oversight of and approved by a government agency at the site prior to
construction of the project.
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17)  Envirostor (formerly CalSites) is a database primarily used by the California
Department of Toxic Substances Control, and is accessible through DTSC's
website. DTSC can provide guidance for cleanup oversight through an
Environmental Oversight Agreement (EOA) for government agencies, or a
Voluntary Cleanup Agreement (VCA) for private parties. For additional
information on the EOA please see www.dtsc.ca.qov/SiteCleanup/Brownfields,
or contact Maryam Tasnif-Abbasi, DTSC's Voluntary Cleanup Coordinator, at
(714) 484-5489 for the VCA.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Ms.Teresa Hom, Project
Manager, at (714) 484-5477 or email at thom@dtsc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
/’/ < ' &
- /
Greg Holmes
Unit Chief

Southern California Cleanup Operations Branch - Cypress Office

cc:  Governor's Office of Planning and Research
State Clearinghouse
P.O. Box 3044
Sacramento, California 95812-3044

CEQA Tracking Center

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Office of Environmental Planning and Analysis
1001 | Street, 22™ Floor, M.S. 22-2
Sacramento, California 95814

CEQA#1665



Comments and Concerns on the CRSP Equestrian Facility
Jo Ellen Hucker [joellen@aabol.com]

To: Environmental Review

Cc:

July 8, 2007

Karen Miner, Project Manager

Southern Service Center, California Department of Parks and Recreation
8885 Rio San Diego, Suite 270

San Diego, CA 92108

To Whom It May Concern:

On June 21, 2007, the Descanso Planning Group (DPG) reviewed the Notice of
Preparation (NOP) and the attached CEQA document for Project Title: Equestrian
Facilities Project, Cuyamaca State Park.

Understanding two NOP’s were issued for two different project sites; the DPG would like
to be clear that the responses contained in this statement are limited to the NOP for the
entirely new project in the Merigan Ranch Area which will establish new equestrian
facilities in the community of Descanso; immediately adjacent to the Descanso
Elementary School, on Viejas Blvd. in the southern portion of Cuyamaca State Park.
The proposed project at this site in the Merigan Ranch Area would include
approximately 20 individual campsites, including a host site, comfort station, horse
corrals, round pens, arenas, shade armadas, picnic areas, hitching rails, landscape and
shade tree plantings, day-use equestrian staging, and associated amenities, utilities, and
infrastructure.

The DPG has the following comments and request they be addressed in the
Environmental Impact Report:

Aesthetics

1. The project will have substantial adverse effects on a scenic vista. The project is
visible from the school, library, businesses and several residences in the area. This
project will permanently affect the viewshed; the open meadows and the views across it.
Viejas Blvd has been classified as a third priority scenic route in the Scenic Highway
Element of the San Diego County General Plan.

2. Night skies will be adversely impacted by lighting from the project. This area is
currently protected by the Night Skies Ordinance because of its close proximity to the
Mount Laguna Observatory. Neighboring residences will be affected by this new source
of lighting from this project.

3. This project will substantially degrade the existing visual character of the site and its
surroundings.

4. The Descanso Elementary School is a historic building. The project will degrade the
visual character and quality of the school

5. Proposed earthen berms to mitigate the visual effects will create additional visual
impacts and create more dust and pollutants; especially during the many wind storms and
dry high pressure systems that happen in this area of the County. Proposed mitigation
through landscaping will be difficult. Trees won’t grow in this area due to the fact this is
seasonal wetland. This area is subject to flooding.



Air Quality

1. This project will result in substantial degradation to the air quality in the area through
increased daily vehicle trips, dust from the campground, roads, trails, proposed arenas,
and any unpaved area.

2. There will be a significant impact on the surrounding community from odors from the
large number of horses, horse manure, manure bins, trash bins, restrooms, dump stations
for RV waste disposal, etc.

3. Proposed mitigation for dust through the use of a water truck or sprinkler is highly
improbable due to the rapid evaporation rate during the summer months. Drought, high
air temperatures and the constant movement of horses and vehicles will create constant
dust and airborne pollutants.

4. The children and staff of the neighboring school will be exposed to airborne pollutants
through the daily grinding of manure into the soil by the horses which will then be carried
by dust and winds into the school grounds. Children are reported to be sensitive receptors
to these pollutant concentrations

5. Insects will be attracted to the area by the odors permeating the air of the surrounding
area. This will increase the insect population school grounds and the surrounding
community. There will be the potential for a much larger number of horses than already
exist in the area. This will carry significant impact, from daily exposure to the increased
numbers of flies, bees, mosquitoes, etc., to the residences and the children and staff at the
neighboring school.

Biological Resources

1. This area has increased significance after the 2003 Cedar Fires. It is one of small
number of areas that did not burn in Cuyamaca State Park after the fires swept through
this area. This area acts as a regenerative area for the surrounding areas that were burned.
2. This is a meadow, seasonal wetland and wildlife corridor. This project will carry
significant impact to wildlife and their habitat.

3. There is a seasonal stream that runs through this meadow. There is a culvert to
accommodate the stream located next to the school that runs underground Viejas Blvd.
and then drains into the Sweetwater River. The runoff from the horses and other use in
the area will be draining into the Sweetwater River. Mitigation for runoff carrying
pollutants into the Sweetwater River from this project needs to be addressed in the EIR.
4. The use of a meadow for the development of this project is inconsistent with the
Cuyamaca State Park General Plan, despite argument this a “tainted site” due to prior
agricultural use.

Cultural Resources

1. There is archaeological site just north of the meadow. The site contains mortar rocks,
dozens of shards of ancient Tizone brownware, and other important findings. This
project will cause degrading of soil and increased use of the area. How will this site be



protected from grading, usage, etc? Who will determine the significance of the site? Has
this site been reported to the Bureau of Indian Affairs or any other agency or resource
specialist who will provide oversight, specialized advice or guidance in mitigation,
avoidance or use denial?

Geology and Soils

1. The meadow this project is to be developed on is a seasonal wetland. This north side
of this meadow leading back into the Cuyamaca State Park is on a steep grade. Rainfall
flows into this bottom land meadow.

2. Indry years, high levels of visitor and equine use will increase the loss of topsoil.

3. In wet years, high levels of visitor and equine use will cause significant runoff in
already degraded topsoil to occur.

4. The entire project is to be located in the meadow. Liquefaction of soil will occur
during wet years and horses, people and vehicles will sink into the marshy, boggy soils.
No mitigation through construction will alleviate this problem.

5. Groundwater is at surface level during the wet season in this meadow. Consequently,
this will affect percolation of septic systems in this area.

6. Removal of the horse manure in wet, marshy soil becomes improbable, if not
impossible.

Hazards and Hazardous Material

1. This project will cause the release of waste and airborne pathogens into the
environment through manure being mixed into the soil and released through the dust
created by the wind, traffic, horses and people using the facility.

2. This project is located less than % mile from an existing school. Transportation and
Handling of human and animal waste and waste byproducts from this project will occur
within this area.

3. This project has the potential to create an obstruction during an emergency evacuation.
During an emergency evacuation, traffic may increase due to high visitation at the
campground and equestrian staging areas. There is ingress and egress from only one
driveway at the site. The site to the east, west and south is surrounded by State, County
and private property. The north is access further into the State Park by way of the
unpaved Merigan Fire Road.

Sole egress and ingress into the facility is from Viejas Blvd. which is a 2 lane road. This
road is the sole evacuation route for a large part of Descanso. Viejas Blvd is flanked by 2
bridges. If either bridge were closed due to fire, it would leave all traffic to funnel
through one escape route onto Highway 79.

School buses evacuating the children from the school, emergency response vehicles, and
trailers carrying livestock, (both from the campground and the residents), residents and
visitors must all use Viejas Blvd. as an evacuation route.

Park rangers assisting in evacuation will not mitigate the problem of increased traffic and
gridlock on this road during high risk of wildfire.

Hydrology and Water Quality
1. Percolation may be an issue at this site due to water levels rising to surface level
during wet years.



2. This project would be located approximately % mile from the Descanso Community
Water District (DCWD). Currently the DCWD has one well available for usage. The
other wells available to the DCWD are not able to be permitted by the State. The DCWD
serves 312 homes in Descanso. The school and several private property owners also have
wells in close proximity to the project. All are concerned with degradation of water
quality through nitrate leaching into the groundwater.

3. It is unknown whether the project would substantially interfere with groundwater
recharge, or whether a net deficit in aquifer volume would occur due to construction.
There will be increased use of water consumption by horses, people, proposed
landscaping and proposed sprinkler systems. It is also unknown if the water level would
drop to a level that would not support pre-existing nearby wells.

A comprehensive groundwater study must be completed as part of the EIR.

4. There is a seasonal stream located on this site. Existing culverts currently aid in
drainage from this area. Drainage patterns may be altered due to construction and
grading. This could cause flooding.

Land Use and Planning
1. This project is not in keeping with the rural character of the community.

In the Central Mountain Community Plan, the goals are
-Preserve the small-town, rural character of the communities in the subregion and the
natural ambience of mountains, hills, valleys and public lands.

-Encourage the protection existing vegetation, wildlife and other natural resources.
-Discourage high density public and private development.

This project due to its size and scope are not only incompatible; but are also in violation
of the community plan.

Increased activity, traffic, insects, noise, lighting, and a transient population will all have
adverse impacts on the school, library, and private property owners and their property
values.

2. It should be noted that the Superintendent, Patrick Judd of the Mountain Empire
School District has not been notified of the project; and that copies of the NOP were
delivered to the Superintendent and the Mountain Empire School Board by the DPG

Noise

1. There will increased noise along the site’s access roads.

2. Permanent increased noise levels will occur in the vicinity of the project.

3. There will be impacts to the school through permanently increased noise levels that
can affect school activities, teaching and learning.

Public Services

1. This project carries the potential for significant impact to the school and fire
protection services.

If, after implementation of the project, the adverse impacts require closure of the existing
school, the cost would be prohibitive for the construction of a new school.

Response times from fire protection could be dramatically reduced due to increased
traffic to and from the project; especially during special events and weekends at the
facility.



Recreation

1. Due to the closure of Los Caballos, the equestrian campground on the north end of the
park, there would be increased visitation at the proposed facility. Proximity to Highway
79 and the town of Descanso would also result in increased visitation. This may require
expansion of the project that would further exacerbate the negative impacts of this project
2. This could increase visitation to the adjacent County community park located on the
school grounds leading to the further deterioration of the school grounds. They are badly
in need of repair and there is no available funding for the County Park. PLDO funds are
no longer available to Descanso due to a liability issue in the Joint Powers of Agreement
between the school district and the Department of Parks of Recreation for the County of
San Diego.

Transportation/Traffic

1. Residences are mixed with wildlands in this area.

There is only one entrance and exit from this project.

This project carries the risk of exposing people and structures to wildfire. Significant risk
of loss, injury and death could result in delayed response times from emergency vehicles
due to traffic congestion.

This congestion will be created, in part, by the large slow moving vehicles towing horse
trailers and RV’s that will be frequenting this facility.

Regular visitation for day use to the facility will also increase traffic congestion. The
Descanso Falls is located just north of the facility and has been a long time attraction for
visitors to the area.

2. There is no proposed mitigation for the impacts of the increased traffic in this area.
This project is miles removed from Interstate 8. It is stated in the CEQA document that a
mitigating factor for the campground is that it is not far from Interstate 8. This is not a
mitigating factor and is an absurd statement.

3. Neither will an improved driveway provide mitigation. There is still only a 2 lane
road onto which vehicles can ingress and egress.

Mandatory Findings of Significance

1. This project has the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, threaten plant
and wildlife habitat and corridor, destroy an archaeological site, and threatens the
community of Descanso through exposure to increased danger from wildfire.

2. This project also has the potential to cause harm to the Descanso Elementary school
children and its staff through exposure to increased insects, a transient population,
respiratory problems from manure and dust, noise and increased traffic congestion.

We appreciate your time and attention to this matter. We look forward to your response
to our concerns and comments.

This statement was prepared and submitted by Jo Ellen Quinting, Chair for the Descanso
Planning Group. If you have questions or comments, please feel free to call Jo Ellen
Quinting at 619-445-7462 or email to joellen@aabol.com.



Respectfully,

The Descanso Planning Group
PO Box 38

Descanso, CA 91916

CC: Supervisor Dianne Jacob
MEUSD School Board Member Trina Ambrose
Dave Nissen, San Diego Rural Fire
Duncan Mc Fetridge, President, Save Our Forest and Ranchlands
Rick Heller, M.A. Anthropology
DPLU/San Diego County Planner and Coordinator, Jennifer Campos



Mountain Empire Unified School District
Office of the Superintendent
3291 Buckman Springs Road, Pine Valley, (A 91962
(619)473-9022 Office (G£9)473-9728 FAX

July 3, 2007

Karen Miner, Project Manager

Southern Service Center, Califomia Depariment of Parks and Recreation
8885 Rio San Diego, Suite 270

San Diego, CA 92108

Deur Ms. Miner

I am the Supenntendent of the Mountain Emnpire Unified School District with a schoet adjacent 1o a
proposed project in the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park. [ belicve that the site of concern is the
Mergan Ranch Area —Equestrnan Campground, Day-use Facility and Trailhead Staging. | am
unaware of all of the details for this project because my oftice was not a recipicnt of the notification
process your agencey used. We have an elementary school iinmediately adjacent to the proposed
preject and have many questions and concerns regarding the health and safely of our students and
their tamilies.

Somc of the possible effects identified in the portion of your notice that I have reviewed cause great
concemn for the potential negative impacts on the Descanso Elementary School conununity. These
concerns include impacts on visual resources, air quality, noise, soils, hydrelogy, water quality,
appropriateness of the land use and wraflic. While sornie of these 1ssucs may be nitigated as the plan
is developed, the Beard of Education would hike to recerve the details of the project so we can
review the elements of the proposcd project and deterniine if we have any issues or objeclions. |
would hope your agency would extend us the opportunity to extend the deadline for review and
comment so that the Board of Education can be diligent m their dutics o protect the interest of our
students and community, Please provide me with a reply as soon as pussible so 1 can plan for the
disseminauon of the materials vou send to the Board of Education. Qur next School Board mecting,
where this information can be reviewed, is August 15, 2007,

Thank vou in advance [or your assistance in this matlcr.

ot

Patrick Judd
Superintendent



STATE OF CALIFORNIA ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES
DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS BRANCH
3650 SCHRIEVER AVENUE

MATHER, CALIFORNIA 95655
PHONE: (916) 845-8101 FAX: (916) 845-8381

CALIFORNIA

May 15, 2007

Karen Miner, Project Manager
Department of Parks and Recreation
Southern Service Center

8885 Rio San Diego, Suite 270

San Diego, CA 92108

RE: Notice of Preparation for the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park Equestrian Facilities
Project '

Dear Ms. Miner:

We received a Notice of Preparation for the above project and would like to be added to
the project’s mailing list for future project notices and circulation of the environmental
document. The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services coordinates with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency in its administration of the Public Assistance Grant
Program, which is partially funding your project.

We wish you good luck with the project and look forward to receiving the draft EIR. If
you have any questions please contact Andrew Rush at (916) 845-8269.

Regards, = / -~
P W

ennis Castrillo
Environmental Officer



State of California—Business, Transportation and Housing Agency

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL.
=902 Paciiic Highmos

Sae Bicoa, CA BRI

thluy 2203482

(SO0 TR 2020 1T DD

EROCH TAS-2U22 (Vo)

June 8. 2007
File No. 64507 12078.A6732
Ms. Karen Miner
California Department of Parks and Recreation
§885 Rio San Dicgo Drive, Suite 270
San Drego, CA 92108

Dear Ms, Miner:

R Project SCHE 2007051074, Notice ol Preparation (NOP) LIR. Cuyvamaca Rancho State Park

Fquestrian Facilities project

The San Diego Arca Office of California [lighway Patrol reccived a Notice ot Preparation
(NOP) Crnvironmental Imipact Report for the above entitled project {EIR). Because of our
seographical proximity to the site. we have been asked by our Spectal Projects SECUON L0 18588

traftic related matters that may &licet our arca operations.

According to your NOP, the project "will increase the types of large vehicles towimg horse
trailers in the immediate arca of the camperound and southern day-use arca. These vehicles are
slow moving and can cause mercased taflic queucs. especially on weekends und holidays or

during special events.” Except for that aspect. ILappenrs that the project will have less than

sianificant impacl on transpertation and tralfic.

ILappears that the project is culside ol the San Dicgo CHP Area and more properly within that of
Fl Cajon. We believe that avea would concur in our remarks but you should direet Tuture
correspondence 1o this project Lo its office 1722 Fast Muin S, F1 Cajon 92021-3259.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment your plan. 117 you bave any questions regarding this
Tetter aned our comments, please contact 1L Sean Barrett at (619) 220-54492

Smcerely,

)\,/;KZ/Z Fril- Y

C. M. MeGAGIN, Captain
Commander
San Diego Area

ce: Special Projects Scetion
ce: Ll Cajon Arca

Safety, Service, and Security



>

\s 4.)«

© p
. . San Diego County Archaeological Society, Inec.
= o IS .
O'S— 1% y Environmental Review Comrnitlec

Yo K

o, % 19 May 2007
Geiycatv
To: Ms. Karen Miner, Prejeel Manager

Southern Serviee Center

California Department of Parks and Recrention
8885 Rie San Diego, Suite 270

San Dicgo, California 92108

Subjeet: Nolice of Preparation of a Draft Environnental Iinpact Report
Lquestrian Facilities Project
Drcar Ms. Miner:

Thank veu for the Notice of Preparition [or the subject project, received by this Society
last week,

We are pleased 10 note the inclusion of cultural resources in Lhe list of subjcet areas o be

addressed in the DEIR, and ook [orward to reviewing it during the upcoming public

comment period. To that end, please inciude us in the distribution of the DEIR, and also

provide us with a copy of the cultural resourees teelimical report(s).

SDCAS appreciales being included in the environmental review process for this project.
Sincerely,

2. ames W. Royle, Ir, Chi’ %—‘rsog )

Environmental Review Commillce

+

e SDCAS President
File

P.O.Box 81106 # San Diego, CA 92138- 1106 » (858} 538.0935



Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, Equestrian facilities Project Draft EIR
Larry Pierson [Pierarchaeo@bfsa-ca.com]

To: Environmental Review

Cc:

We would appreciate being on the distribution list for commenting on the draft EIR for
this project.

Larry J. Pierson, RPA

Senior Archaeologist and Historian
Brian F. Smith and Associates
14010 Poway Road, Suite A
Poway, California 92064

Phone (858) 484-0915

Fax (858) 679-9896

Riverside (951) 681-9950

Website www.bfsa-ca.com



https://mail.parks.ca.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.bfsa-ca.com

Environmental Review
L

From: HamlinePl@aal.com [HamlinePl@aol.com]
To: Environmental Review

Cc:

Subject: Attention: Karen Miner

Attachments:

Attention: Karen Miner

Equestrian Facilities Project
Cuyamaca Rancho State Park

Subject: Project Location

Page 1 ol'1

Sent: Fri 5/18/2007 1:23 PM

You need an overnight Horse Camping facility in the north end of the park. You have many former
users of the park coming from Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. If there was a way to check
the records you would find probably most of the campers came from these areas. It wili just be a

camp on the Merigan Ranch area for San Diego County users.

People from the north enjoyed stopping in the little town of Julian on the way.

People north of the park have to travel through enough curved roads to reach the park from the
north end. Most | have taiked to will not drive the extra miies to the south end of the park. The
group camp and the single camping area were great facilities. We have used both many times. |
know it will curtail the people from our Equestrian Center from using the park.

Sincerely,

Frank Miller, Canyon Lake Equestrian Facility

22358 Boating way
Canyon Lake, CA 92587

See what's free at AOL.com.

https:#/mail parks.ca.gov/exchange/ LN VIRO/Inbox/ Attention:%20K aren%20Miner. EMI.7Cmd=upen 6/1/2007



May 16, 2007
Dear Ms. Miner:

I would like to thank you for your work concerning the horse camp at
Cuyamaca. [ live about 2 %2 hours away. | have camped on numerous
occasions and always loved being up there even after the fire. | know it will
take many years for the trees to grow back, however Los Caballos may be
an even a greater loss. One of my favorite things to do which I could do
from either campground was to ride just before dusk on a loop that went
next to the beautiful lake. We enjoyed watching the wild life at that time of
day, seeing the lake which you don’t get to do if the new campground is at
the other end of the park. I also liked to ride to which ever campground 1
wasn’t staying at because it was a short ride and it was fun 1o see the other
horse campers. The close proximity of the camps made this possible. Tt
would seem to be better in terms of taking care of the camps to have them
close together. [ guess | have to give up on ever getting Los
Caballos back all because of a fire and politics. What a shame to have
something so used be taken away from us in order to let the land lay useless
because a few Indian items were found. It used to be when nations were
conquered the world went on with their life and you didn’t try to give
everything back to the past. Now battles are fought with lawyers and
politics which is better than killing but if I had my way we would just have
taken the camp back. We have lots and lots of Indian relics and we have a
lot more horsemen enjoying horse camping than Indians looking for relics.
The Indians should be happy and take care of their people with all the
money rolling in from gamblers at their casinos. There revenge is taking
money in from all the retired, bored older Americans they bus to their
casinos. Sorry for going on about the unrelated things 1 feel.

Respectfully,
.-t ) ] /' ‘/:_’ ) )
‘/// oo . / bl /"/_ /Lr,-/ I 7 ( LT
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Beverly Miller
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Ride Os

Therapeutic Horsemanship

401 Ronel Court, Newbury Park, CA 91320 Tel Ne (805) 375 9078 Fax No (805) 375 8640
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A 501 {c)(3} non-profit corporation. Tax ID: 95-4465783 ./ {4 —_ /(_

Accredited and Insured through North American Riding for the Handicapped Association {/ Eerran
Serving Conejo and San Fernando Valleys it
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COURTNEY ANN COYLE
ATTORNEY AT LAw

HELD-PALMER HOUSE
| BO9 SOLEDAD AVENUE
La JoLLa, CA USA @2037-3817

TELEPHONE: 858-454-8687 E-maiL: COURTCOYLE@AOL.COM FACSIMILE: B58-454-849023

Karen Miner. Project Manager
California State Parks

8385 Rio San Dizgo # 270 Yia Max: 619.220.5400 and Mail
San Diego, CA 92108 Juiy 112007

Re: Coimnents on NOT for Eguestrian Facliities Project
Cuvamiaca Rancho State Park (Mav 14, 2007)

Dear Ms. Miner:

This NOP commens letter for the above-caplioned progect is sent on behill of
Carmen Lucas, Kwaaymi: Band of Laguna [ndians. The natice for the NOP invited
comment on the scope and content i the infermation (o oe inciveed ana analyzed in the
CLEQA process, |

As vou know. tribal endties huve already provided extensive informalion 12 Siate
Park's staft and management througzh consultative meeungs. site visits, attendance at
equesitan hosted meetings, atteridar.ce at an earbier NOP sceping meeting hoid June 15,
2000 and at the June 12, 2007 seopimg meeting, and thiough priot correspondence
including the uncersigned's letters of Cctober 31, 2005, May 3, 2006 and June 30, 200¢.
This commant letter supplemenits those prior cemrmunications. As vou know, actively
participating tribal entitics have included representatives from Jamul, Manzagita. Mzsa
Crande, Sveuan, Viejas, and Santa Ysabel in addition to the Kwaaymii.

This 1etter offers conunents un tae NOP and caises preject specific and general
concerns to be addressed in the DEIK. Please know that it is our intent to continue to try
to work cooperatively with DPR and other interested parties to arrive at a project. or suite
of projects. that can both satisiy recreaidonal needs while offering appropriate
ianagement for the irveplaceabie historic and tribel cultura! resources that are under the
Park's care and managemsnt,

Status of Lailier NOP

The currznz NOP correctly notes that two previous NOPS were issued for
Cuyamaca Ranchio State Parkc: one, the "Los Cabeltos Tigesirian Campground Project”
(Tall 2C057 and the other. the "Cguesirien family Canpuroaad Replacement” (Spring
2006) v.Lich specifically superseded the former NOP. Phie new NOP states 1t is for an
"eatirely new project to csteblish: 1) new equestrian facilities near Descanso including a




NOP comment letter
July 2067

campground. day-use amenities and staging area and 2) a permanent day-usz equestrian
staging area near Paso Picacho and to establish connecting trails to these facilities where
needed

Please indicate whether the current NOP revokes or supersedes the prior NOP:
Regardless of whether this is a new or replacement project, it would be our preference
that the prior NOP be formally revoked or superseded as it has significant shortcomings
from a tribal viewpoint and caused unnecessary controversy, Please confirm the status of
these prior NOPs.

Also, please clarify the following ambiguities in the current NOP: 1) whether the
project component 1o establish connecting trails applies to both the Merigan and Paso

Picacho facilities and 2) what 'amenitizs" are proposed for the Paso Picacho nroject — the

NOP isumclear ia toth regaids,

On-Site Alternatives/Project Dtesign

[£an EIR is prepared, it probably will have an Alternatives analysis that includes
review of on-site design alternatives.

Regarding Merigan: because of its location, DPR should consider acquiriag
additional lands on either side of the Merigan property that are currently designaied as
rural residential to help minimize the potential for future land use conflicts.

Regarding Paso Picacho: decomposed granite or other permeable materials should
be used wherever possible instead of paving; the project also should be screensd from

public views from the scenic road.

Off-Site Aiternatives/Project Location

If an off-site Alternative is studied as part of the DEIR, we respectfully request
that it does NOT include any of the locations that tribal entities have previously deemed
unacceptable for campground facilities through consultation with DIPR prior to the
release of tiis NOP, for example, Los Vagueres and Stonewall,

As you know, tribal entities have previously identified Tulloch Ranch, Cuvamaca
Lodge, Lucky 5 North and Green Valley Neadow as potentially acceptablz lacations for
an equestrian campground, subject, of course, to environmental review and further
constltation.' The tribes, in goaod faith, have identitied several potential locations for
horsecamp use, When the tribal entities visited each potential lecation thev asked how
will this work for horses and the equesirians, not just would tais iocation pose an
unacceptable impact to heritage resources.

' Arrowmakers Ridge was also identified as potentially acceptable, but it is still an area or
concern ftor the tribal entities, and therefore ranked lviver than the aforementioned lecations,



NOP ¢comment letier
July 2607

On the other hand, certain sites are NO'V aceeptable to tribes for this project (or as
part of any General Plan update or revision) because of signiticani, unmitigated impacts
to cultwal, historic and tribal resources. Cuyamaca has one of the best groupings of
historic sites remaining in the county: To locate campground facilities in these locations
would directly violate the Cuyamaca General Plan which states that, "The deparument
shall locate/relocate roads, trails, campsites, and other facilities away from Native
American sites, and shall install buffers around the sites where necessary." (Plan, Page
26). Moreover, locating a campground at either of these two focations, within the
identified corridor of cultural concern, would presert an unaceeptatle spiritual violation
for the tribes, as previously explained fave-to-face 10 DPR

The proposed Los Vaqueros iocation was already nhyeically stuked by Parks
before the tribes went on their site visit with DRI staft: notabiv, it was the only staked
locauon ¢ffthe twenty-sonie weailvns we visieds The inbes immediately expieased their
concern that it appeared that Parks had predetermined the new campground location prior
to conducting tribal consultations. As for tne Stonewalt location, just because a place may
have been "disturped” by a previous use. does not micen the area no lonzer has hisieric or
tribal cultural values.

Finally, we agree with the analysis and cenclusion in the DPR "Frequently Asked
Questions" handout from the June 15, 2006 NOP public meeting. that rebuilding in or
around the former Los Caballos campground is infeasible and not legally defensible.” It
for some reason this site is studied as an alterative, the DEIR should also reference that
the Ah-ha'-Kwe-ah'-mac village site has beer: determined ehigible for listing on the
Nationai Register of [istoric Places by the State Historic Resources Commussion (May.
2007)

Issues to be Addressed in DEIR

Location Specific Issues:

Regarding Merigan: Dr. Susan Hector should be retained to draft a good
enthno/przhistory report of the Descanso area and how it ties in to the Cuyamaca region;
and project design sheuld support, not inhibi, any wildlife corridors thet mizght occur n
this arsa.

Regarding Paso Picaclic: uinpacts to streams and cultural resources along the Cold
Stream Trail must be aveidea and actively managed, possibly including soime redesign of
the trail away from cultural resources.

? This location is of parlicular concern given recent newspager arlicies winch have stated that a
replacement is still being sougit for the Los Caballos squestrian camp and have quoted an
equestnan that she bopes 1os Caballos might reopen. San D1ege Union Tribune “Puark officials
propose horse camp at Merigen," May 18, 2007, Aiso, we also sirongly disagree with the
assertion made by the equestrian ir: that article that relayed that the Cuyamaca Equestrian
Association has hired an arcriacolorist who believes that the histvie site can be preserved while
betng used as a camp.



NGP comment letten
July 2007

Regarding trail connections: all trails should be looked at and evaluated to move
them away from cultural resource locations. This is consistent with the Cuyamaca
General Plan language quoted above.

General Issues for Each Location:

All project locations and aspects must have an archaeological survey with
qualified Native American participation: # qualified Native American menitor must be
present during all ground disturbing activities, a good, consistent and funded active
monitoring program must be implemened for archaeologica! and water resources;” and
all toilet facilities should be located away froi. and downhill of tribal cultural resource
locations.

ALy cor sderiaion ai interpretaive sites, themes or maieriais, at any of the project
siies. can eniy 2¢ done afier consultaticn with tribal entities regarding the appropriateness
and form of such actividies. The concern is that the public olready may know about
cultural resource locations, but tribal entitics may not want to draw any more attention io
them. Tribal cultural resources must not be exploited

Each aspect of the project must avoid sensitive biological and cultural resources
and propose eflective barriers to protect these resources. Noninvasive, native plants
should be used whenever possible.

Natural landforms including trees, boulders, and drainages should be avoided
wherever possibic.

The NOP states that some trees imay need to be removed or thinned. Does this
apply to both the Merigan and Paso Picacho projects? Please avoid impacts whereyer
possibie to unportant trees such as oaks. If such trees must be disrupted. an opportunity
should be made for iribal entities to salvage the wood. Also. if it is envisioned that wrees
will need to be planted, it may be advisable to get those started in the DPR plant nursery
now. DFR should alsu take advantage of trees that may beceme available as development
oceurs efsewhere 0 the backcountry and make every effort w0 pot, replant or uiherwise
“bank" such salvaged trzes, eapecially the old, zrandfather ey *

DPR must anaiyze the project and zach alternative for its potential impact 1o tribal
traditional cultural properties ( TCPs) Key to this understanding wi'l be the direciion
found in the U.S. Department of luterior, National Park Service, National Register

* The DPR Handout Tor the June 12, 2007 public meeting references the temporary trailhead
parking at Hual-Cu-Cush, another location containing sensitive tribal cultural resources.
(Handout, page 2). What monitoring for cultural resources has been performed since the re-
opening of this area to the public and what are the results? Can these help inform a monitoring
program for this project?

* Environmenial Design <treemover.com>. ‘or example, uses a 14 foot hydraulic spade and ren
blades to dig seven feet deep (o caive cut 1oot balls as wide as 14 feer.



NOP comment letter
July 2007

Bulletin 38: Guidelines for Evaluation and Docurnenting Traditional Cultural Properties
(LUSDOI 1994).

If groundwater will be used at any location, a complete study should be conducted
on how the individual projects will be supported by, and potentially effect, the water
table.

Programmatic Approach

As we have stated previously, we believe a programmaiic approach still has
promise. This would include. for example, previding equestrian fac:tties at Tulioch
Ranch, Green Vallev Meadow and Merigan Ranch and would open up aceess to the
north, iniddle and south of the Park o Cquestiian use. previce horse facilives for vee
duriry ditierent seasens, ereate more tralis snd provide space and connectivity o allow
for a more broad range of equestrian use. It would provide important land use advantages
of not having to gerrymander cultural (for pioneer or prehistoric resources) or natural
preserve boundaries and, importantly, would be outside of the primary corridors of
cultural concern to tribal entities.

This programmatie approach would also have the advantage of looking out 20
years or mere into the future, and provide enhanced ¢questrian facilities from those
existing in the Park prior to ithe Cedar Fire, while respecting tribal cultural values and
historic resources. Furthermore, these locations, and other trail facilities, could be
optimized by DPR drafting and adopting a Trails Management Plan. DPR commitments
to a programmatic approach could be made througii conditions of project approval and
adoption of a Mitigation and Monitoring Program,

What is the status of such an approach?
Conclusion

We hope that these comments wiil be ot use to you and that Parks will conttnue to
consult with the interested parties to work toward a solution for which we cafl all be
proud. Please include mv office on the Nis. o receive copies of the DEIR a1d ane

technical reports or appendices relating o it.

ouriney Ann
Attorney at Law

Cc's on fellowing page
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Ce: fon. Paul Cuero. CampC
Hon. Ken Meza, Jamul
Nick Elliott, Manzanita
Hon. Mark Romero. Mesa Grande
George Prietto, Sycuan
Lisa Hawes, Viejas
Bernice Paipa, La Posta
Devon Lomeyesva, Esq.. Santa Ysabel
Steve Ranegas, KCRC
Larry Myers. NAHC
Client fiie
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Raren Mindr, Project Manager

Southern Service Center. Califomia Department of Parks and Reercation
RRRS Rio San Diego, Suite 270

San Dicgo, CA 92108

To Whom It May Coneemn:

lhe attached document was submitted to me, Jo Ellen Hucker.

Lam forwarding this Jocument onte Karen Miner, Project Manager for the Project Titled:
Fauestrian Facilities. 1 am reguesting these comments be ingluded under the Notice of
Preparation and be addressed in the EIR. These communss are in regard to the proposed
project that would create pew equestrnan facilitics in the community of Deseanso at the
Merigan Ranch area site.

Ihank vou.

TR e N A L A

"Iy Ellen Hucker

9885 Deer Valley Trail
Diescanzo. CA 91916
6lu-dda/a62
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June 18, 2007

Jo Elten Hucler

Chair Descarso Planming Group
PO BOX 38 i
Descanso, CA 91616

Dear Jo Ellen Hucker,

Sofar s writing 10 share some tnitial thoughts on the Proposed Lquestrian Facilities Project, in
Cuyamaca State Park. in the DNorthern part of the Descanso Vallev. Extensive planning and
scientific research has been done on similar habitat less than one mile away from the project site.
nd therztore. from a wildhife cormdor perspective, much of the research dope on the RV Park
can be applied to the proposed equestrian camp, which is located on similar meadowland habitat

Juring research on the RV Park site it came te the atiention of renowned conservation biologists
such as Ted Case and Michael Soule that the Descanso Vallev sits astride one of the most
important wildlite corridors in the Cleveland National Ferest. It follows that most of the
concerns raised about the meadowland of the Oaks at Descanso proposed RV Park Profect miust
zpph 1o the meedonland where the Equestrian Facility is proposed. All of this infermanern is
made even more signiticant due to the catastrophic cedar fire and the biological impertance ot
urburned habirtat,

Mncerely

P
s
-

Duncar Mctemndge
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Attachments:

Hachel B Hoeper: Shute, Mihaly & Wemberger: Comment Letter

Michael E. Suule UCSC: Comment Letter

Ted 1 Case; UCSD, Comment Letter

Richard W Halsey; Southern California Chaparral Field lnstitute: Comment Letter
Alan L Sawyer: Descunso Community Water Distriet, Comment Letter

Barry Martin: San Diego Tracking Team:; Comment Lelter

Gregory K. Pregill, San Diego Nawral History Museurmn, Comment Heiler

Doug'as T. Bolger; UCSD. Comment Letter

Sher Minix: Descanso Planming Committee: Groundwater Comment

Todd Brown; Descanso Commumty Water District: Water Conmunent
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May 11, 2003
< NS

Planrong Comrussion
Counry of San Diego
5201 Rutfin Rd., Sudte 3
San Dhego, CA 92173

Reo o Praject No. PSO-028TE
Vig facsimile
Plear Coinmissioners:

Thus firm tepresents Save Our Forest and Ranchlaads ("SOFAR™) on maters
elaring ‘o the proposed Oaks at Descanso Recreations! Vehicle Park ("Project”) SOFAR 15 an
ervirnnmental organizaton dedicated to the preservation of San Diego’s nural back couptry.
The purpose of this letter is 1o urge you (© withhold any decision on the permitholder’s request 1o
extend the use aud reliasice perind of the Major Use Permmit for the Project, Because the mwo
vears since the permit was issued have brought major change to the Project’s environment via rhe
Cedar Fure of November 2003, the California Environmentat Quality Act ("CEQA™), Pub.
Resources Code § 21000 ef seq., tequires environmental review well beyoad the Iinal RIR
{"EUEY cartitied in April of that year.

Under California lavw. the Planning Commission may not extend the Major Use
Permit unless and until it certifies a surther EIR for <he Project. Specifically, CEQA requires an
apency o prepare a subseguent or supplernental EIR in connection with discretionary action on &
protect when “substantial changes accur with respect to the circumstances under which the
project ie being undertaken which will require major revisions of the environmensal bnpacl
repory,” or new wfonuation shows that the project will have significant environmental etfests
pot dhscussed in the initial EIR. Pub. Resowrces Code § 21166; Cal. Code Regs., tit 14, §
1S160(a), (21 Mira ponte Homeowners dss ‘n v, Counry of Venmera (1983) 165 Cal. App 3d
337, 363-66; see also Eller Media Ca v, Cmity Redevelopmen: Agency (2003) 108 Cab.App.dth
253040, The decision whether or not to renew the expired penmit is a discretionary acton that
mggers additiopal review: Under Section 7276(a) of the San Diego Connty Zonng Ordinace,
the Planning Commission “may’” extend an expired nse parmit,

a4
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MICHAEL E SOULT SANTA CRUZ CALIFORNIA G5004
CHAIR,ENVYIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Sun, Jan 13, 1991

Dincan MeFemdge, Chaimmian
Save Qur Forests & Ranch Land
0. box 475

Preacanso, CA D26

Dear Duncan,
It is pood 1o renew our contact after 30 years or more,

As it turns out, T am guite familiar with the Robens Ranch site, having spent some of my
youth in the Descanso area, and having driven this sirewh of I-8 and Tapan Road many
tunes, As anasive San Diegan and a refugee from San Diego's urban sprawl and pro-
developer history, it is personally disappoinong 1o viiness the steady and rapid
deterioranon of the values our of backcounuy, particularly, its recreational, wildlife and
acsthetic values. Indeed itis a scandal and an embarrassment that ¢ naton as wealthy a5
ours ¢annot afford w transfer such properties as 1he Xoberts Ranch and the Las Bancas
Fanch to the public domain.

The grassiands and meadows of the Cuyarmaca Mountains and vieinity are a rapidly
diminishing ecosysiem in southern California. These habitats are relatively priductive,
compared (o chaparral and forest, and become even more important as £1a7ing pressure
[1om Livestock is removed. Onginally, there were the gruzing and hunting grounds of deer
antelope, cougar and grizzly bear,

A mijor gap in the biologica) survey data Diaft FIR and accompanying appendices iy any
reference to the sizius of amphibians, Amphibians are now widely considered to the
“canaries in the mine” as regards environmental impacts. Already, Red-legged frogs (R,
awrora) and Yelow-legged frogs (R, boylii) are disappearing from the foorhills and
mountains of southern California, and are considered species of conesm Ly many agencies.
o seerns likely that these and other specics nse the permanent and lemparary ponds in this
region.

The major impact of the denaturation and development of these lands sre the ed;e ¢ffects

.
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cieated by usurpader. One of the'most rpportant findings of conservation biology int the
last decade is the deep penemation of disturbunce (hat characterize the border betwesn '
deratured and undenatured land. For exwmple, dessicanon, {ire effests, effects of domsstic
pets such as cats, effects of wermpling, cto. always accompany a new developrozat where it
abuts wildlands, These effects’often extent from hundreds of meters 1o several ldiometers,
Depending on the site, these edge effects can accsierate the disintegradon of wildiands, and
the slide towards habitag fraginentation and species extinction.

Ly the region under discussion, nate that the Robens Ranch—Las Bancas Ranch area is a
deep wedpe 1ato the Cloveland Natanal Forest ajong Interstaie 8. Exacerbating this
potential problem is Uie existencs of Pine Valley. Assurming the development of housing
on the above-named ranches, the area of disturhance and edge effects along Interstale 8 will
extend effectively from Alpine to Pine Valley, compromising the movement of wildlife

1

along this urbanizing comidor, inureasing the mortality ries of many species® increasing

the likelihcod of fire, and isolatng the Pine Creck Wilderess.

Are there ways o mitigate these effects? Notreallv, At the very least, developers should
Tay for the ipstaliation of witdlife inkages, insunog that animals like badgers and mountin
liors can cyoss Interstate 8. § am not convinced that the mitigation of development on the
aquatic and plant communides can really be accomplished. Existing evidence on this
subjeet dees not enceurage optimism. The onus should be on the developer to demonsrate
that the proposed restorations will acrually work,

Sincere regards,
’]'

& ,"‘/ -r 7 - d /

T e
il EeT _/(/ /Z’
. ) . - —
Michael E. Sould

Professor and Chair

Edges increase the monality of song birds by preducon from jays, pets, skunks, foxes, raccoons,
and opossums, all ef whieh are cncanrsged by human ¢icupauon. Edpes und ranchelte development
also increass nest paumsitism from cowbirds. Mot 10 be ignored gre the impacts of children on nawral

habitits,
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November 30, 1995
R L Diego County Board of Supervisors

800 Pacific Howay

s Diego, Cac 2101

Jmoreble Supervinnra .

furite to suppart (he posthon of “Save oer Forests and Ranchlands’ with respect 10 e aow

Cigpeoved “'Oaks at Descanse’ project

el Byway of intreduction, I am a Professor and secent past Chair of the Departmerit of Biolegy 2t
L2 University of California at San Diege. My fields of specialty are ecology, eveluuon. and
Smaervation biology. I have published over 90 hooks and articles 1o scientific jounals. 1 have
“apedence (n reviewing ecological management issues I was selecied by the Ecological Seciety of
fr‘:tsﬁ:a to review the management plan for the California Sponted Qw! prepared by the Nationa!
Jomst Service [ have served as a panelist for the Nadonal Science Foundation and [ have
;?1;:;47;)6 three international sympesia on biological ssues. In 1994 [ was nominated for Presiden:
dtte American Society of Naturalisis. In the course of my leaching, tesearch and community

[ itivities, § have become well acquainted wiih statewide and regional planning efforts for the

O oeovanon of binlogical divecsity in Califomia, 1 was asked by US Fish and Witdhife Service to
4 :¥rve on an ad-hoc scientific review conaminee for the MSCP mapping effort anc members of th

M K007 scientific review panel have sought my advice on several issues relating to repfile species in
% NCCP area [ am the recipient of several grants and contracts for research related to reserve
Jning and management issues on Southern Califomiu repiiles and amphibians. [ am a founding
-zenber of the Scientific Advisory Board for the Nanona! Cener of Ecological Analysis and
similhesis (created by the Nadonal Seience Foundation). Tar also a natve of Southem Califomia

-od have lived in San Diepo Co. for 17 vears. 1am vory {amiliac with the specific biological
“asoumes in the Cleveland Nadonal Fovest.

- The project site Lies in a caucal geographic posidon at two different spatial scales. Al the Jargest
,lr.a‘:e. te Cleveland Natuonal Forest and associzted sroweted public fands form 4 Iigure eight
vAth the narow istunus connecting the rwa lobes situated pear interstaie § i the Descarsy
czgion. Both to the nond and @ the south the pubhc lands fan outiato widsc and mmuch move

T0n 05
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CFruansie artas Onen spase in this entcal narrow center fece represents a parteularly important
Liviat linkage for the long term vaability of the forest system. This voters of San Diego Co. in
ssition of the value of the Torest cverwhemingly passed the forest initiatve on the 1993 ballol
e proteet forestinholdings by zoning thers atonly § dwelling umt per 40 acres. This propesed
tonal vehicle park goes apainst the spuil of this intliative, Within the Cleveland Natonal
Biest, oak woodland, pavticulacly Englemann oak woodiand. lies mostly in unprotecied privaie
"W leaving a gap in the public prowetion of this rare and sensitive species and habizal iype, Oak
wodlinds are used a3 feeding and hupting sics by mule deer and meowntain lions. A statewide
wich of Calitormia Fish and Game data revealed that | amphibian, 6 maromals, and 12 birds are

k=)
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ricted 10 hardwaeond forests in Calfornia.,

P
w2l

Ao simaller spatal scale, now concentrating within ihe quadrangle of Descanyo, e nroject sits
d rmising fields, ouk woodland and a stream bordering the Cleveland Natonal Foresi on the cast

',g‘,arge mammals may either cross the hiway direcly or use this covered and hidden passagewaay 10
ass sattely cross highway 79 without attractiag atlention,

A My inspection of the periphery of the site, although brist (approximately 1 hour) and inlaw
B ammer, a poor ime 1o observe wildlife, tevealed general apreement with the species lists
wapiled in the IR, The old fHield has been heavity grazed and contains primanly exolc grasses
vddove wead, The riparian habitat and Oak forest, however, 15 in exceilent condiuen. a0
wied several discrepancies with the biological report of the EIR. I'saw numerous individeals of

$zfederal C2 species, coastal whiptail hzard, Cremidophors tags mulgscutatus, (not abemeved

2 the EIR)Y moderate (not lenited) sign of mule deer activily, and acuve use by coyoles.

1aiso question certain specific conclusions of the EIR that the high density of recreaitona!
whictes wonld be unlikely o lead o probiems with depmdations of wildlife by pers This
ument is based on an assumption that users of 2 recreational pack are transient and most would
o be ravehing with large dogs and c2ts 1 kmew of ne data on the the frequency of pets
5 companving vacationers i R¥s, [ think thata plavsinle argument could be made that the e
4 werall bigh density of people. even if transient and even if associated with a lower percemage ¢l
s, would lead 1o 1 greater absoulte nuraber of pets per unit wen Moreover, it seems plausibie
B 32 pets in unfamilier surroundings would iikely becume disoriented and wander compared 10 peis
i sised and maintained in familier home surroundings. [ fee] that the sanpuine conclusions of the
Eion this subject are not wamanted withent additional data on these speculation.

Many of Calitoraia’s cak woodlinds have declined substantially in both extent and guality.
g ey are continuing to dechne under pressuces of agricultural conversion, cutting for fuclvwood,
shanization. and livestock grazing  [ire suppression programs have allowed conafers to displace

h
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,; w1 many places. White ozks (like Engeimann oak) are particelarly becoming raret bec:
%y 052 not cepenerating well Unlike Live oaks, which sprout after peiag cet white 0akl
Myetices and saplings are more heavily impacted by browsing. Conseguently in stadies
§ eedling recnotment, survival rates are often less than 0.1%

O owondlands can not easily be recreated by planting seediings beoause i the older oaks in
8¢ .and, which are decaying, thal contain braken limbs and holes, vsed as nesting places for
protected mipratory birds and targe raptors. A study on Tejon ranch in Tehachaps cevenjed

b wordont hurd species in breeding seascn and 63 species af migrants occupying these oak stands
B s o0 ks pe raptors in San Diego Co. have shown that hurman presence causes nest sie
bmdonwent Many smaller passerines and woodpeckers winch nest lngh ia trees imbs ot

ances, forage in thick brush in the understory. Thus even ouks left intact within a residendal
#nng wili loose much of thew biological value for fastenng supporuve wildiiiz.

lencaurage vou 1o preserve and protect this habitot and tiz inany vaiusble biological resources

1y harbors.

Thay
Lo.ngve 21 Y o iy "
.la € ne personal property remately affected by the proposed development Alsa, the

faiens, conclusions, and rec o } xpressed b
s smens 1ons, and recommendations expressed here are my own and not necessaniv those
srebmversity of California or its Regens, |

e Tippets. Calif. Dept uf Fysh and Game
i San MoFetmidge, SOFAR
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Southern California Chaparral Field institute
- e voice of the chaparra)

ar-

S L1 2008

Digas San Diepgo Planmng Conumission,

Fam wmnnngan reference to the propesed 62,3 acye recreatuonal vehicle park near the
community of Descanso, Califorma The purpose of this letter is to explaim how e
srea's biologieal resovrces have changed since the project’s enviranmental reports were
ereinully completed and the 2002 Cedar fire After investigating the site on May 10,
2005, 1 have come to the conclusion that the Cedar fire created new and significant
environmental concerns thai need 1o be scriously considered when evaluating the

croposed project

Tz Cedar fire damaged a lavge amonnt of habiia and cover for many sensitve spocisd i
e region where the project is located. According to the Califonma Depariment ol
Forestry and Fire Protection. 150,273 acves of chaparral bumed, along with 15,498 acies
of oak woodland Those areas wiburned within and adjoininy the fire scar remain ¢ritical
for wildlife health and recovery Guatay Moutain, the dominant feature in the area, was
udtouched and js the site of one of the few old-grewth stands of chaparral left in the
Zounty. Al the present bime a female mountain lon (Felis concolor) beng monitored b
agues of nune from the University of Calitomia at Davis 1§ making extensive use of
the chaparral on Guatay Mourtain. The proposed preject adjoins the western poundary w*
e mountain and will create intenstve human activity wheve none now exists Such
Aoty is likely 1o have significant implications for wildlfe using the mountait, as 11 wil!
wicrease the possibthty of mountain Hon/human contacts, predation of pets, and furthes
canstriction of avasdable habitat for ans Wath fewer places for mountain lions to go
the grea due to the Cedar fire, special attention should be paid t¢ any project that mav
negatively impact remaimng habital The same holds true {or the other species that
depend o the habitats present on the project site-—mule deer and birds in oak woodiand:
and the coast bomed lizacd 1in open chapairal The habuar available 10 1thein has bee
reduced. and any action reducing ot further requires serions considecation.

In addinon 1 passible wildlife nrpacts, creating an Litensive use area neer one of the
colniv's last old-growth chaparul stands will sigmificantly increase fire danger to tlns
urique hatural resowce Frre freguency has been inereasing steacily over the past century
ot San Direge Courty in lock step with population growth Embers from camping
activities, cigarettes, ignition of dry grass through cleanng eftous or automobile uge will
all increase the risk of wildfire

F O Box 845 Fsconddo, California 92028 - 760 822.607%
www californiachapdrral com
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lri the past, old-growth chaparral has been incorrectly regarded pejoratively as “decadent’
or “unpatural. " This view is now changing as biologis's have moye closely examined the
lite cycle of many chaparral plant species, fire records, and succession: patterng based
on speeific fire repimes. Rather than “peeding”™ 10 burn, old-growth chaparral stands
remain dynamie and healthy ecosvstems and represent our state’s most distinetive natural
plant commumity  Fire protection 18 a catical component 1n protecting remaining stands
ot ald-wrowth chaparal

I the earlser environmental report on the project, it was concluded that since the st was
on e western side of CGualay Mountain, the fire threal to this resource was reduced
tecause the predominant five spreadimg winds coure from the east. In fact, when the
Credar fire burned in the area around the proposed project it was being pushed by winds
fram the west. not the east, The mountain was not engulfed in flame primarily because
veell traned USES hot shot crews were able 10 exunguish threatemg spot fires on the
wosten side

Finally, the loss of so many latge, herftage oaks in Cuyamaca State Park and surrounding
areis due to the Uedar fire makes those remaining especially valuable. At the center of
the proposed project prows an immerse coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia oxyadenia)
Very fow of these alder individuals remain. One of the last near the Paso Picacho Camp
1n the state park was destroyed m the fire. The impact of road. trenching and ground
compaction outside the canopy of tlus tree 15 unclear and should be revisited in Light of
the destruction of other specimens.

Although it 15 Likely more recreational vehicle facihities will be needed to meet 2 growing
repujation, ot would be prudent 1 site these types of developments in areas thal wil. not

adversely offect the natural envaronment as this praposed site has the high probability of

1-

doing

2l .
'~.\2?Ir;$(?(?_'f/"\"¢o(/\u U
X ~ o

Hichard W, Halsey
Durector 'Lead Biologist \_.__\

PO Bex 545, Escondido. Calfornia 82020 - 7808220029
woww . califarmiachaparra’ com
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Rirhard W Halsey
2o5% Cymanron terrace, Bscondido, Oy 52629
(760) 7d6-0075
LabFleld: (7601 822-002¢
Email richardhalsevi@sbeglobal.net
Website 2o laparrat |

2 am

w v eahfon

itrchard W Halsey zamed undergraduate degiees from the Univarsity of Cahfornea,
Santa Barbara 1o Encironmental Studies and Anthropology n 1978 During graduate
work at UC Berkeley he received teaching credennials in life, phvsical and socjal science
and (ater a Master’s degres in ¢ducation. He taught physics and chemistry in a private
inshituion, later moving to the public school gystem to 1each biology Over a penoed of
fifteen vears. Mr Halsey developed a successiul field biolopy course focusing e
chaparrai and coastal sage scrub ecosystems. He was awarded San Diego Citv Schoeal
Distriet’s Teacher of Year in 1991 and a Chnsta MeAubffe Fellowship in 1991

At teaching biology and naturd! seience for twenty vear~, Mr Halsev left tradittona:
education 1n 1998 to become a full time chaparrat ecologist and to promoete an
ppreciaiton tor Calitorma’s chaparral enviroinent. Halsey's curent research projects
inelude post-fire plant population changes. effects of fuel age in brushfand wildfire
behavior (a jomt study with the USGS), and the impact of mncreased fire lequency on tne
rhzparral ecosyster. He works with the San Diego Museum of Natural History and the
San Dicgo Fire Recovery Netwaork, an assoaiation of scientists, fire and land manzgers.
and concerned cimizens who have colne 1ogether 1o help develop long term fire
management and cducation programs. Halsey coordinates cducatiop aad resenrch efforts
through the Southern Californra Chaparral Field Insurute. His most recent publication is
tive book “Fire, Craparral, and Sovval i Southen Califormal”

Selected PUBLICATIONS and corrent RESEARCH
- Posi-tire chaparal shrub seedling mortality  Fizld study in promess.

Twpe conversion of southern Califormia chapmrtal  Freld study in progress

Chaparra! fuel age m relation T 2o r fromt movenent. Field study m process

H05 tie, Chapairal, and Sorvival in Southen Califormiz Sunbeli Publications San
Shcge UN 188 p.

M4 Book Review, DL Carie, 2002 Bornimg Ouestions, Arsenca’s Fipht weth Nane's
Fire Madrone €7- 76-758
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Fe: San Diego County Bourd of Supervisors /20/05
Frome Descanso Commuunity Water District

Ref. The Qaks RV Park

We. the undersigned representanves of the Board of Directors for the Descanso Comniunity
Water District [DOWD], would Hke to take this opporrumty fo reiterate a lopg-standing conce:n
we have relative 1o construetion of The Oaks At Descanso RV Park.

It has been stated in the County of San Diepo Plamning Report for The Ouks project dated March
5, 2003 that the mntention is to sink two groundwater wells pursuant to the project and draw upon
existing groundwater aquifers to the magnitude of §.3 acre fect for the first three years, followed
by an cagoing yearly maximum of & 5 acre feel. A sripuladen has been proposed that if demand
cxreeeds 5.0 acre feet, monthly preducion updates will be provided for County review, to the
point that if 6.5 acre feet of consumption s approached, all usage except for on-site maintenance
shall be ceased and the proposed park shall be closed. As a result of this, it could be assuroed that
any transient tenants would relocate themselves elsewhere.

It has been further stated that the demands for groundwater usage by The Qaks project to the
levels recommended js indeed supponied by hydrogeological studies of local groundwater
resources. Numbers in the arca of 45 to 70 acre fect of storage have been offered, with
antcipated recharge from rainfali and sncam discharge varying annually from 9.3 10 23 acre foet.

As district beard members, we question whether or not the exasting needs of the DCWD were
included in this hydrogeological study.

Itis our perception that groundwater science 15 exact. Historical research, test bonng, and
perhaps below-sirface radar assessments involving extensive costs over long periods of time can
provide additonal levels of confidence in the GUESSES made about groundwater, but we suspsut
that there iy po way to know for sure of the actual aquifer characteristics. As such, we subrmt that
placing the prunary water source for 3 14district customers who have no other source than this
district in jeopardy on behalf of a sinaller transient RY park pepulation that has the ability tv 2o
elsewhere if therc is a problem is questionable at best,

The DCWD is currently operating off ¢f only onc commercial well [85] located at 9342 Ryver
Drive, as has been the case for many years. A newer secondary backup well [#6] 13 located
firtber cast at 25027 Viejas Boulevard, but it has never been allowed o operate on a regular basis
awing > the fact that filmration requirements for iron and manganese changed since the original
Ericr Drive well was iustalled. This imphes that the distict must fund and provide a filtration
systemn in order fo biring his secondary welt cu-line for regular usage, which will redue the
demand on the River Drive well by distributing the system load over a larger groundwater area.
In the long teym this would hopefullv reduce risk of shartages during drought conditons for the
cistrict. S0 far, the digtriet has been unable to provide adequate funding for filtration of #6
despite exorbytant rates and service chargesplaced upon the subseribers, and we confinue to
pursue alrernanve funding sowrces such as grants. As such, we are operating at risk without
filtration and backup. and will be contunuing to da so indefinitely until the preject is adequately
funded

This perccived nisk becwne realuy in 2002 when it became necessary to perform an eniergency
rework project upon the River Drive well. The waler lable bevame dangeroysly low during the
recent drought conditions, which mandated lowering of the pump by approximatelv 63 feet at a
cost to the distict of approximately $17,864. During the period of rework, 4 temporary permit

B82/23



T e ———

07/18/2087  10Q:18 613-445-7485 ALFPINE POSY OFC PAGE  B3/23

was granted by the County Health Department to operate the Viejas Bivd. well despite lack of
filmaton. but such penmit was immediately rescinded upon compledon of the rework project,
releranng the Viejas well back to dormant status

The cnrrent state water level m the #5 well s at 8¢ feer with the pumping level al 227 feet, which
represents a significant margm over earher levels, undoubredly owing to the most recent ramns.
By comnpanson, the pumping level at the end of last sumamer was ouly about 13 feet above the
puunp, which suggests a dangcrousiy low margin of operanon. Heving a backup airmos! becomes

a moral imperabive.

The Vigyas Blvd. secondary well #6 )5 within eyesight of the proposed location for The Oaks At
Descanso RY Park, suggesning that the wells to be drilled at The Oaks could tap into the same
aquifer. Howcver, what is not within eyesight is the extent of these below-ground aguifers that
will be required to suppont this collective demand, whether they arc interconnected or
independent, and what their indsvidual sizes and capabilities are.

Diocumented yearly produchon [usage] froms¢ll 5 [which is, again, the pnmary well, and the
CNLY well) over the st 3 years has been n the range of 90-110 acrefeet. [t may be worthy e
note that #3515 adjacent an actve riverbed. Unfortunarely, what we do not have is any similar
historical data on well #6 gince it has never been on-line for long enough to derive any decent
historicai data Several weeks worth of emergency backup service does not establish any trends
nor much confidence in the ability of the aquifer [or aguifers] feeding well #6to keep up with
demuand Furthermore, well #6 is in the middle of a meadow, and hence not likelv to have
anywhere near the production capability of well #5. The bottorn Line is that the presenceof The
Oaks RV Park with 13 two wells could present significant jeopardy to the only backup resource
that the DCWD currently has. Best case, diversion of the existnig groundwaier to other uses
couid ulmately place this district well in jeopardy for requiring a similar level of costly rework
as #3 1 2002 to sink the pump even lower, perhaps to wvolve re-dniling for lower depth if
nceessary, andaf even possible. Worst case, the well could go conpletely dry, thereby
completely pegating the original district investuent. This would unply starting aver for backup
purposes somewhere else within disaict boundaries at great expense. In context, this (3 not
perceived by board memobers to be an acceptable siuaaon,

We as prnivaie cinzens do suppont indsvidual property nights. Additionally, we as DCWD board
members are not necessanily opposed to development. However, we do queston the valueadded
of such a project that would appear to place undue jeopardv upon a community water district that
has been beleaguered aver the years with a plethora of financial problems. Compounding our
existing financial burden of the need for filtration n addition to general svstem mamtenance with
the potential for addinonal risk on the very groundwater we rely oz for district supply 1s NOT
saristactory condition that anycone in nw simarion shoald have (o tolerate

As sach, we wouwld urge reconsideration ofat feast the hyydrogeological issues, if not theOaks
project in its entirety, relative tn onr stared point of view along with the presumed simiiar point of
view ot our 314 custo 2T,

Pe;;,u:ti wly submy ce’d, L

o / L (/ ,/;/;,,\,1;(/ //s@&,

Alan L. :aa'cwcr V David J. Snmg
President, DUWD YVice Preaadent, DOCWD
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July 75 2005

Duncan Mcletndge
SOFAR

POBox4/5
Descanag, CA 91516

Dear M. MeFeladga,

Al your request San Dego Tracking Yeam {SUTT) has compiete] a one-tme
wildife track and sign survay of tha area sumounding the trrangular peecs of
properly known as “Oaks at Descanse™ (Qaks proporty)  Our survey included the
use of remate movement triggeced cameras 10 help verfy animal movemeant
through the syea. 1 will detad our findings in this teher ana its attachments.

Cvenniew,

We found a healthy. vibrant ecosystem charactenzad by a valety of
hatutat lypes inchuding vak woodiand, grassiard, aak npanan, chanmsg
chaparral, and scrub oak chapamal adf bending i a way that complements the
contses of the land. The contours are guite vaned in a refatively armall overal!
swaln of contguous land with much diversity. There are cattie grazing n the
areq, which has a definde impect on the more open areas, ot cur findings
indicate that this does not precixie a great amount of wildite movement. Also
Cespite the fact that this ime of year s a low movemant ime fos many species,
e dic find much evidence of movement, fresh and histone, suggesting thot trus
I£ a costidor for ganst of & vanety of speces

As an exaraple, a inger canyon veenng southwestedy spills down towarg
the Oaks property from a righ vallay winch in turm connacts cpen land that heads
wward -8 (o he south with ammal underpasses to Japatul Valley and Pine
Creek Wiklerness areas. This high valley had many signs of a variety of
imarmmais including lon, bobcat, deer and coyote

We visualy snd auraily roted a very active variety of burds including
rapters such as Red Showdared Hawk, Bam and Great Homed owts and we
found many owl pellets indwgatng this greg nch in rodent pray. ndeed. we found
roudant sgn everywhiena wa looked

Tharw are many frunk ads (not used by catfle) that cbvicusly carry a
var.ety of speces Ivough the vanous haditats and mary smaier funs link with
these trunk trads. Given the onentatbon and nistosic tracks and sign 2eng these
trails that ocour, N some ases. m very dense giowth arsas wa have further
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evidence of significant movament theough this ecosyatem Lthat suggests this area
suppors a magor wildiife thoroughfare,

Matrodology,

We frst surveyed the side of the property bound by Highway 79, Any clear
tracks or sign ware noted on the date shee! (enct 1) and GPS cocordinatas were
taken for gach chsarvation Both sides of the road were walked and examned
This same methad was used on the north broundary (endd 2) and the east and
south boundanes (enct 3) it the read we ranged farthey back and forth from the
boundary as a function of trails and to better assess the usage of the area by
mammal spectes o our kst. We obtaned perminsion to conduct our work from
the US Foras! Service upon whose @nd most of the survey was done (enc! 4)

Thige cameras wed placed glong wildlile tradls, one n the vicinity of the
east poundary and the remainng two aleng the south edga of the property

Finings.

Tracung conditions were not the best since these had been some
thurklersnowers recamtly Desprie thal there was ample sign found mdicating
much wildite acihvity Along the road there is much coyote aciivity We found a
road ki raccoon and wex e suipnsed 10 find nnglad cet tracks and long tal weasel
{racks and den entrance. Wa found gray fox fracks ang nsstonic geer scat. This
along with clear avidenca of rodents, cottontails, ground squerels and smal
rgderts gach 4me a key species abservation was made.

Off the road we found an even heaithier diversily as wall. section 2, the
shonest, heid sign of mule deer. both fresh and historie coyote, wood rat, gray
fox ang raccoon. Section 2 was rather long with much vanation in terrain and
habitat types with evidence of a very active Stosyatem inciuding muwe deer fawns
and doe, coyole, bebral, ractaon, wood ral, and cougar. The data sheets (enc
-3) show these species and the GPS covdinales whare the sign was found
The photos confirm dear. bobcat and a roadiunner among tthass.

Conclusmns;

As mentoned above, the area w1 guestion is guite dymamic and wibrant,
with a heaithy diversdy of habetat types supporting a vanety of species alang a
nurth south orlentation yeographically conducive to wildife movement as well as
providing core habdal Daspile poor tracking conditions and the tow movement
season we found ckear evidence of a wide vanety of species that hapoen to be
indicators of a neatthy ecosystom,
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| hope this repcdt will be useful to you, please contact me at 613-892-7620 1 you
weuld Lke further elaboation on our work 10 ihe area.

Hest ragards.

6[‘? p

Foundet/President

San Diego Tracking Teem
Endosures (4)

B
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by . Cliff Strong, Environmental Management Spec. 11
County of san Diego

Department of Planning and TLand Use

s20! Ruffin Road, Suite F

San Mego, €A 22123-16606

Doar My strang:

I offer the following comments as a blologist as well as

concerned citizen and resident of Japatul valley. T have studied
the vertebrate fauna of this area for many years, and am in a
position to respond to the biological section of th=s Roberts
Ranch Dratt EIR.

For the past five years I have compiled lists of vertebrate
speclies f(amphibians, reptiles, birds, anrd mammals) that occur as

rasidents or migrants in Japatul Valley. My inventory is part cof
a long-term research project on the dynamics of the chaparral and

cak weodland communities of San Diego. General surveys have beor
marde during every month of the year, in addition to detailed
catch, /release studies on a 10-acre field site located
approximately 5 miles south of Roberts Ranch. Hence, my data are
a useful baseline by which to judge the completeness of the
biolodical survey performed for the Roberts Ranch EIR.

I'he Poberts Ranch binlogical survey was conducted =ver
days of field reconnaissance. The authsors acknowleddge that such
brirt examination would not likely reveal all of the species
present, which is certainly ar understatement, but more
importantly a listing of species alone does not address the more
profound 1ssues of population bieclogy that are relevant to
decigions effecting land use. As to species diversity permit -
to point oot the {ollowing:

I have recorded eight species of amphibians (frogs and
salamanders) on my 10-acre site, whereas the EIR found noche arns
expected three.

5]
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T have identified twelve species of lizairds, the EIR tound
feur and expected five others (the State-listed Coast Horned
Lizard, Phrynosoma coronatum blainvillei, is indeed present, as
is the silvery Legless Lizard, aAnniella pulchra).

Four species ol snakes were expected ky the EIR, whereas my
field data have confirmed the presence of at least 16 species,

zenatka pulchra.

The EIR identified 96 species of birds, and five species of
mamnales (with four others expected), whereas I have recorded 84
species of birds, and over 20 species of mawmals.

These comparisons arve pairticularly revealing in view of the
tact that my data are based on a l10-acre field site, as opposed
to the more complex 714-acre Roberts Ranch. However, my
objective is not merely to point out the shortcomings of the EIR
faunal list, but to emphasize that the regicn is a mecca of
biclogical diversity which canmot be fully appreciated without
long-term, detailed studies of its constituent species.
Fopulations of many species expand and contract in response Lo a4
host of natural environmental Influences such as seasonal
variaticn i1n temperature, rainfall, food availability, and
reproduct ive success. Most populations do not recover locally
when their habitat iz lost, they simply contract and eventually
brcome extinct.

long-term field studies are essential in order to understand
The natural rhythm of our chaparral and oak woodland communities.
blespite the considerable amount of information that has been
accumilated thus far, muoch remains to be learned about the hore-
range ecelogy and kreeding reguirements of most of the species
that ccocur 1n this unique hablitat. Seen in this light,
"mitigation" in the form of preserving habitat within a disturbed
aren is a meaningless concept. We have seen time and again that
housing develcpments and human-impact have a devastating effect
on lecal wildlife, regardless of actiens to preserve contiguous
natural areas. The reason for this is simply that humane and
their comrmenszeals, like cats and dogs, a7y unnatural predators
that ignere the intentions of open space nrotection.
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L hope you will consider the Roberts Ranch FIR, ingdeed tho
proiject itself, as something not in the best interest of Son
Diego County. HNowhere else in Nerth America is there such a
concentrated diversity of environmental communities, and of these
none 1s more peculiar Yo cur region than the chaparral and oak
woodlands. Others, like the coastal mesas and canyons, have al!
but disappeared. We all recognize that monied interests and
housing development exert tremendous pressure on San Diego, bus
siternative sclutions can be found that will balance the
reallistiec needs of poptlation growth with maintaining our natural
neritage.

Sincerely,
Ve Vv
e O e S
/ i o Y .
Gregory K. Pregill, PhD
Curator and Chalirman
Jepartment of Yertebrats Yooloay

Januvacoy J, 1921

WO ncan MeFetridye
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January 24, 1991

My, Chift Strong

Countv of San Diege

Department of Planning and Land Hee
5201 Rutfim Read, Suite 3

San Diepo, T4 921231400

Fam wriling te comment on the doil LI for the proposed Richards Ranch
development in Japant Valiey  Since 1985 1 bave conducted research on the effects of
halntat fragmentabion on natve wildhile m S Disgo Connty and believe Vam qualified to

comment on the buologien! seciron of the FIR

[ belicve the report underesnmates the potenhiai of this project to encourage further
development within the Cleveland Natioual Forest. The Forest Service map of the Pajomar
and Descanso Ranger Districts reveals that approximalely twenty percent of the wrea withio
the forest honndaries, south of Interstate ® 15 provately owned  The Richards Ranch
inholding i< part of an arc of prosate fand which virtually ssolates the Sweetwater River
drainage fraon Pine Creck U this prowet s snccessfully and profitably completed i wild
surelv encourage ofher bandowaers to tollow a wmilar path. The congequences of this for
the abiity of the southern Cleveiand Matonal Fores! o contmge 10 support viable
populations of the indigenmis vertebrate Tavna would be sigiificant. Biologists are aware
thal most ammal speces nre not comprined at o single continuous population, but by a
complec of muolhiple sobpopnlations referred 1o as a metapopulation. These
subpopulations are separated spanially hy physical baniery m o the landseape of by arcas of
nnsuitable habitat. They are hinked by the movements of individoal animals, smmigravon
and emigration,  Tne varnahitity inheren! an nature oiten causes gne or more of e
subpopulations to go extingt. However, the habitat once occnpied by these subpopulations
can be recolonized by negrants from the surviving subpopulations. Snbhpopulations can
blink 1o and out wathout the entire wetapopulation disappeartng I, however, the
subpoputations cannol exchange migrants the siahiliny of e svstem as o whole is greatty
reduced. [V individea! sah-popolagons cannat be reonlonized the metapopulation will

pradualty dechne as one by oae the snbopoputatinns wrroveraity disappear.  The
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development ¢! privats inholdings i the Clevelmd Nanonn! Forest with deveioprwent that
is fess permeable weoanimal ongrangs fhae the prosent fand uses wall heip o redoce
mterchange between the subpopulations of many vertebrate speaics, This may over o

vrsult in the loss of species from preas of the National Forest.

Frapimemation of metapogmtations has apparcntdy ted 1o the decline of severz)
animul species 1 San Diepo County snclndimp inude deer. mouvntain lion, California

paatvatener. amd the coasial snhspecics of The cactirs wron, We have learned the hard way

that many Specios Tegquire contnueus fracts of babiial lo mantan viahie populations.

I addition o the frapmentaton guestion U wantd Bike o comment on the onsile
ympacts of the praposed pian The hiolopeal seport supports the view that the proposed
developiment wouid enhance the value of the site as wildlife habitat beciuse cattle grazing
would be eliminated. | do not find this arpument at atl convincing. Granied, as the BIR
documents. cattle have severe impacts on natural ecosvstemns. However, the effect of
development on adijacent open space may be equally severe. The trinpimg heaves of cattle
werll P replaced by mountain bikes, horses lawt mowers, uad human feet, Other activines
which witl negatively pmpact 1he open space are nlant and animal collecting by residents.
ang pathening of downed tmber {or Grewoad 1 do not hrlieve that these activites can be
adequately reguiated by n homeowners associmnon. The reportatso underestimates he role
of domestic cais and dops as predators on native wildlife. The results of previonus research
wounld predict that populations of snakes, hrards, birds, and rodents on the adjacent open

space will be negatively impacted. Anyone whao dochis the negalive effect f development

on the n=efulness of adincentl apen space as habiial for sensitive species oeed only ook &

the open space canyors in Fldlcrest and Maisaon e

In sovme rrgmda the docime st wndeorestunates thy vxlee o this properly as w el fe
babirat, and umits disenssion of several senahve animal species. For example no mention
15 made of the possible impacts of development on mountain hons, MNational Forest
employees repulady defect mountain lion sign i e admcent Fine Creek Wilderness Arca.
Univen the enormous home ranges of mountan hons 3 s pimost certain that this property s

asigmfcart partof the iome range o0 af least ona mdiviedual,

Finaily. [ guestian the open space provisians in the pian, The anen space s on
privately ewned parcels and 1 wee nothing i oihe speciic plan in secure that this land will
remain vhiodited, Alse onhe prowect map the open space s labeled as wiidlife comcor

There s nn sbrwniaon ad s laetier the cpen anace wrll lunesion :—-ffc-(live!y as a wildhfe



=2 ALPIME POST OFC =

corridon Oe. Faclitate the movement of anisals throueh the sitsy o1 what areas of. the
properiy witdlife presently use as corrtdars. These considerations should guide the

placerneni of cormidor npen space.

pAv research inte the eifects of babitat frapmentation leads me 0 believe (hat
development of this property threatens the abiliy of the southern Cleveland National Forest
(o support viable populatons of native vertebrates  Thys Bmpact should be explicit in any

dizcussion of ths projocr,

" P ‘/ [ i

.;'Jr."k: oo ra
Novglas T. Bolger, Phls
Post-doctoral Researeh frellow
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THE FOLLOWING FACTS CIVFE SUBSTANTIAL CAUSE FOR RE[ECTION
OF THE OAKS (@ DESCANSQO RV PARK ON HIGHWAY 76 DUE TO THE
SERIOUS THREAT T'0 CUR I'RACGILE GROUNDWATER SYSTEM:

The County’'s central raouniain subregionsl plan map average
rainfall reflects 24 inches as average for our area. This informaticn
goes back to 1333, The Descansc Forest Service more recent
rainfall history over the last 30 years (1972) reflects an average of
45 inches per year with 20 of the past 30 years experiencing
considerable rainfall deficit. This means tiwe area has a slightly
larger deficit than what the county records reflect.

According to Tcdd Brown, General Mar of Caiiforua American
Water Company which operates the Descanse Water District, this
area does not have an unlimited water supply. The water table
has dropped & many lovai wells are drying up. The Descanso
Water Dist well was drifled again and the pump dropped 100 feet.
They have approximately another 100 feet they can go. Mr. Brown
relayed that drying wells are definitely a problemn in the east
county.

In the Deascanso Corum Water Dist letter of 9/7/93 to the county
Dept of Planning & lLand Use the water district expressed its
serious concern over the potential degradation of the groundwater
supply due to build-up of polluliorn levels from commercial
disposal practices, If the aquifer is cocntaminated or overdrafted
the damage is irreversible

In the Tune 7, 2002 latter 1o Deascanso resideonts from California
Arerican Water Company, Mr. Brown warns residents of the very
serious water shortage and a recent history of rainfall shortages.
He advises all customers to take measures inunediately to reduce
water usage. (See attached copy).

On June 18, 2002 the Board of Directors of the Descanso
Comniunity Water Dist passed ordinance No 02-06-0! to adopt a
water conservation plan for the district.(Copy of ordinance and
plan description i3 attached.) A copy of the 1993 water district
letter is available upon request.

13,22
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On Juy 4% 2002 two large pumps were turned on to fill the
Descanso water tanks. It was so slow the pumps were ot turned
off until September of 2002, (Source, Maureen Brown, who was a
board member of the Descanso Water Dist).

I spoke 1o four of the local well drilling company owners on Feb 24
& 25 2003. In summary of those conversations all four of them
basically related the same opinion that the water level in the sast
county is the lowest it has been in years. On average 17 of 20 wells
in Deacanso spocifically arve going dry (Mr. Butler). The severely
depleted groundwater supply iz not being replenished because
much of the rainfall wa do get runs off into the ocean and does not
soak into the ground, (Scurces: Morrison Driiling, Butier's Driliing,
Frank's Drilling and Manos Driliag).

All of the area creeks, ponds, and rivers including the Sweetwater
River hinve beern bone dry {or several years, This includes all of the
adjacent areas. The last vear of gubstantial rainfall was six years
ago in 1987,

Los Cabalics Herse Camp has closed its showers; Thousand Trails
Is warning 1ts customers of the water shortage & has cutlined watey
conservaticn riles for the campers. {Copies of fivers attached),

A compilation of information by local resident C.D. and Penny
Bryasnt reflect (Including sources) the water conditions cf Julian,
Cuyarnaca Lake (down . - 2/3xds of normal capacity), Thougana
Traile @ Oakzaniﬂ and Loveland Lake (down €0 feet; (Copy

attacined). ndnd sl !

Tse proponent’'s geciogical report is grossly outdated and dees
noi reflect the current groundwater emergency situation.

The proponent’s planinciudes the planting of 286 traes in the RV
park. This is incongruent with the current conditions. The existing
tress in the area are dying. To establish and sustain 285 new trees

14723



15 atsuad due tg the serious water shortage conditions. This isn
aqdition to a swimming pool, Jacuzzi , laundry room. cafeteria, two
te three homes, a meeting hall and 85 RV spaces!

+  Acecording to the Dept of Warer Resources investigations indicate
thai Califernia has keen subject to droughts more gevere and
prolonged than those witnessed in the brief historical record. For
example a 1994 study of ralict tree stumps rooted in present day
lakes etc suggested California sustained two epic droughi periocds
extending over more than three centuzies.

o Buzed on a USA TODAY article entitled  Southern California
feeling drought’s squeeze, “The effects of drought are more
proncunced in mountain cormgnanities that depend cen local welis
and are nestled ameng think, drying forests.”

+ Based on just the small ariount of information put forth in this
decurnent relative to groundwaier in Descanso and its adjacent
areas it is clear that a commercial enterprise of any size would
ilkrely result in degradation to the groundwater resulling in
damage to the community residents and Bvestock.

e THERE IS NOTHING THAT JUSTIFIES GAMEBIING WITH THE
HEALTH OF ANY COMMUNITY'S WATER SUFPPLY ESPECILALLY A
MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY. FURTHERMQORE, THE DESIRES OF ONE
INDIVIDUAL SHOULD NEVER PROCEED TO THE DETRIMENT OF A
COMMUNITY.

¢« 1THE COUNTY SHOULDR CONDUCT A VERY THOCROUGH
COMEREHENSIVE STUDY OF THE CURRENT WATER
CONDITIONS IN THE AREA. WHEN THE WATER sUPPLY IS
SERIOUSLY THREATENED IT DOES NOT MAKE SENSE TO USE
MORE WATER.

Thank You,
Sheti Minix
Descango Planning Commitac
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\.\,% California-American Water Company
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Coronado Distnzt
1019 Charty Avenue ¢ irperial B L CA 519320803
16161 5751105 » SAX {61G) 573-20/0

Yuae 7, 2002
Dreer Descanse Customer:

The Descanso Community Water Distnot (DCWUD) is faciog & potentially very senous
water sheriege this summer. San Diego County 1s cxperiencing its Jowest recordad
ramnfall in history and at least two years of below average rainfall. This is likely the cause
of the 33% reduction in production that the Diatrlzt Is experiensing from its only
permitted well AT the same time, the aroun! of water being used by DCWD cusiomers
dunng the first five menths of 2002 is ap by more than 40% over the samé time pencd in
001,

The Board of Ihsectors wil) be considering the adopuon of a Water Conservalion Plan at
ils next meeting on June 18, 2002, However, [ believs that the situation is serious enougl
that all enstomers need to begin taking measures immeagdiately to reduce usage. Enclosed
15 a copy of the proposed Plan and every customer should immuediately aveid usiag wew
for nonesscnbal uses.

The DCWD is making preparutions to investigate methods of improving production from:
its pernitted well. However, there 19 no guarantce that these efforts will be entirely
successful DCWD is in the progess of requesting pernassion from the Departiment of
Heallh Services to place a standby well in service ternperarily durng the periods of time
that the perraitted well 1s being worked on. The standby well produces water thatis
much higher in iron and manganese. All customers must be propared to expericnce
periods of discolored water when the standiy well is online. Because of timing and
ceordination i1ssues it will not be possible to ronfy each individual customer iomediatery
prior 1o the aviivation of the standby well.

The simple fact is that whilc waler supplies heve tallen off due to Jack of yainfall the
Ihsiriet’s customers have been using more water than ever, Ussge must be reduced to

match the available suppliy.

Swncerely,

Todd Brown
Geiweral Manager, Descanse Communily Water Distriel

Enclosure
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ORDINANCE No. 02-06-81

AN ORDINANCE OF THE DESCANSQO COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT (DCWD)
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADOPTING A WATER CONSERYATION PLAN FOR THE
DISTRICT

WITEREAS, fror tmes 1o Hmwe the waier supplics of the DCWD may be maufiicient 1o mest
nomsal customer demand, and,

VWHERFEAS, the Water Permii issued by tiw State Department of Health Sorvices requires the
DOWD w have a water consereauoen plan it place for such situations,

NOW, THEREFORE BL 1T ORDAINED BY THE DESCANSO COMMUNITY WATER
PRISTRACY that the attached Exhibit A, “Water Conservation Plan” be adopted.

This ordinance shal] become eftactive fmmediately.

The implementation, duration and/er rescision of ihe Water Copservation Plan will e enasted by
Minute Order of the Board of Directors.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Descanso Cormmumily Water
District this _ £ 3 dayof _ Qe g 2002, by ihe following vote:

AYES; B - s K-, E’??‘L'& LA TV \“'3 fi ‘f?{frf".f w3 P 4:'):5"" %‘12?:73:, .{éf/“@i-f Lzl
NOES: £

ABSENT: £

ABSTAIN

ATTEST: v
.\Fl;fib/‘m // 7 - - / /] - : )y
//_é%:_};éé%_é&:z—— i AL LA

" Robert Siciliani, President DCW D Carroll Wright, Secretary/DCWD
» (%



Equestrian Camp at Descanso

Claudia White [cwhite@meusd.net]

To: Environmental Review
Cc:

Dear Ms. Miner,

Thank you for coming to the planning group meeting at Descanso. |
wanted
to express my concerns as a long time Descanso resident as well as a
teacher
at Descanso Elementary rather than a planning group member, although
these
roles are all interconnected.

My first concern is traffic in the area. As a teacher at the
elementary
school 1 worry about any increase in area traffic and the danger that
poses
to our students. Especially large vehicles that have more difficulty
seeing
pedestrians and cyclists. | also walk back and forth along the route
on my
way to work. Visibility in the morning and evening are particularly
bad due
to the sun®s angle blinding drivers on the east-west route.

My second concern is dust. Presently the ground cover of the grassy
marsh area keeps dust to a minimum. As a long time horse owner 1 know
horses” hooves however chew up the ground rapidly as well as campsite
that
would be dirt. Vehicles driving in and out of that area would generate
intolerable amounts of dust that would affect the school and library.

My third concern is flies. No matter how hard you try to keep a
livestock area clean large amounts of flies will become a health and
comfort
issue for anyone in the area.

My fourth concern is ground water pollution due to both feces and
urine
from the animals as well as septic or dump stations. This is a VERY
marshy
area when we receive normal rainfall. While we are under drought
conditions
you may nhot have noticed this. In past normal rainfall year 1 have
walked
in the area and sunk up to my knees. This would make runoff and
leaching
problems quite severe.

My fifth concern is the meadow/marsh area. So few areas were spared
by
the Cedar Fire and the impact has dramatically changed our end of the
park.

Every area is precious! 1 have personally observed red shoulder hawks
and

kites hunting this meadow on a regular basis. There is a small pack of
coyotes that live and breed as well as hunt in this meadow. Hiking and
riding along the Merigan Fire Road trail through the meadow reveals
many

varieties of animal tracks including raccoons and snakes. While these



animals as a species our not endangered, the horse camp would remove
one of
the few remaining healthy, unburned habitats in our area. This does
not
seem to fit with the ideals of a State Park! |1 have often used this
area so
close to our school as a wonderful resource to teach preservation and
respect for wildlife and the environment. What kind of message will
this
project send to my students?

My sixth concern is the proximity of this facility to a residential
area.
Mizpah Lane and River Road residents as well as Viejas Blvd. residents
would all be adversely affected by dust, traffic, and noise.

I agree that we need a horse camp. But the problems one in this
location
would generate are simply too much to justify it.

Thank you for your time,
Claudia White



From: Sent: Fri 6/22/2007 2:42

Carlson, Karen M&O [kcarlson@powayusd.com] PM
To: Environmental Review
Cc:
Subject: Merigan and Paso Picacho proposals
Attachments:

| just wanted to say that | am very excited about these projects and thank you all for your efforts
in getting areas open and available for use in our area! | know you are aware we'd like to see
more available horse camping for sure, but thank you SO MUCH for all of your work!

We look forward to assisting you in the future with these and other projects.
Thank you!

Karen Carlson
Operations Supervisor
(858) 679-2593
8-801-2593

LU IS e RESPECT *FIHL O Nadk* FAIRNESS *FICARINGIED
CITIZENSHIP *
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Karen Miner, Project Manager

Southern Service Center, CA Dept of Parks and Recreation
8885 Ric San Diego, Suite 270

San Diego, CA 92108

SUBJECT: PROPOSED MERIGAN RANCH AREA EQUESTRIAN CAMPGROUND, DAY-USE FACILITIES AND TRAILHEAD

STAGING.

t am objecting to this proposed project for the reasons listed to follow.
This is Descanso's only Meadow, it is a wetland and must be preserved as such,
Environmentally, this plan would be a disaster for Descanso and its residents,

1.
2.

9.

Loss of the Meadow and wetland.

Traffic in the area would overload the existing road system, many times making the simpie act
of getting to one's home almost an impossible feat, especially regarding the tributaries to
Viejas Grade Drive.

Disaster regarding the wells downstream with the contaminants of animal urine and manure.
Extreme fly conditions at the Descanso Elementary School the Descanso Library and the
surrounding neighbarhood.

Noise and dust will greatly effect the Descanso Elementary School, the Descanso Library and
surrounding neighborhoed.

Ceontaminants into the Sweetwater river and the Descanso Creek (San Diego Watershed).
Not in keeping with Neighborhood Character as described in the Central Mountain Subregioal
General Plan.

Destroy the view of the meadow and open space for all Descanso residents, particularly those
situated on Mizpah Lane and Mizpah Spur.

Degradation of the protected view shed regarding a designaled thruway as outlined in the
Central Mountain Subregional General Plan,

10. Traffic would endanger the students, teachers, bus drivers, and parents delivering students to

and from school.

11. Nitrate build up already exists in a like area as shown in the Maggio Ranch EIR comments,

and will harm existing nearby water source for the community, the Descansc Elementary
School, and nearby wells.

12. Situated in a designated high groundwater area, activity may not take place on the meadow.
13. Planned landscape has nat been thought out. The Descanso Library is testimony to the lack

of plant material that will grow near a meadow wetland. The high winds and extreme cold and
make up of the area do not allow such plantings. This information can be verified.

14. Nearby documented archeological sites can not be protected. Since this is an issue at Los

Caballos, it would be the same issue at this site.



15. Air quality in the Descanso basin from dust would be dangerously compromised, especially in
the case of the Descansc Elementary Scheool and the Descanso Library. You cannot expect
the existing human population to suffer breathing problems for the pleasure of a few.

16. The amount of human activity planned would compromise the few emergency services
available to the Descanso residents.

17.No cell phone service available in this area for emergency need.

18. No public services available in the area.

19. The noise element of the General Plan of the Centrai Mountain Subregional Plan will be
compromised. Noise carries to an extreme in this amphitheatre like area. The noise carried to
the nearby homes and the homes on Mizpah Lane, Mizpah Spur will be unbearable. The
noise will be carried to the surrounding hillside homes in Descanso as well It will destroy the
ambiance of our quiet area. The reason we live here. 1 reside in a home on the cpposite
hillside on Summit Lane. | can clearly hear individual laughter from the school grounds. | once
heard my own granddaughter's unmistakable laugh. A nice sound, unlike what your plan
entails.

20. This area will NOT percolate for septic use. How do you propose to take care of human
waste? Septic systems will not function in this high ground water area. How do you propose to
drain shower facilities?

21. WATER: Where will your water wells be placed, and how can you guarantee no water table
loss to the community. Drought is more often the narm than not in Descanso. Our Descanso
Community Water is situated nearby and feeds the majority of the residents in the nearby
vicinity. Are we to forgo our water for the campers from outside the community? How will you
regulate water use.

22. FIRE DANGER: Having lived through the Cedar Fire, we are, as a community, very cagnizant
of fire danger. How will you prevent "accidental” human caused wildfire. This is the most
dangerous aspect of this entire plan. Our homes, once again, put in danger for a horse camp,

This plan appears lo be haslily put together in order to pacify the desire for an aiternative plan to Los
Caballos horse camp, at the cost to an entire community. The California State Park does not have
the right to conduct itself in this unseemly manner. It is the case that many folks own land in the
Descanso area as does the State Park | however may not use it any way they wish. Our Community
General Plan must be adhered to, just as the Park has a General Plan which needs to be adhered to.

The Mack Ranch property was purchased in good faith by the Cuyamaca Rancho Foundation (CRF)
to provide these facilities, yet it lay fallow. We are now told no trails can be put there, although locals
have ridden those traiis above and through the Mack Ranch for over 50 years. During the purchase
process no persen of expertise gave information regarding the trail use. There is a huge problem with
letting the CRF work to purchase the land for the expressed use of a Horse camp, day use, elc., then
abandoning any plans to do so. There is a problem with using tax payers money to move on tc a
vastly more costly plan in a place where the land use is not compatible with the community plan.

This proposed project was not well thought cut. 1t is a hurried plan fabricated to placate a small
number of the population using the California Rancho State Park.

No thought has been given to the environmental damage to the only meadow in the region.

No thought has been given to the impacts upon the existing human use surrounding this area.
This plan will not hold up to environmental regulations nor the existing General Plan of Descanso.

ruth D'Spain
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From:

Nancy [nellis2@cox.net] Sent: Tue 6/12/2007 8:54 PM

To: Environmental Review

Cc: Marty CVMP Mcllhenney
Subject: Cuyamaca Equestrian Project
Attachments:

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park
Equestrian Facilities Project

| attended your open house in Descanso at the Town Hall on June 12, 2007. | do have a lot of
concerns. But first I will let you know | have been camping in Cuyamaca State Park since
1947. | have camped at Green Valley Falls, Paso Picacho, Lao Caballos and Los Vaqueros. |
started camping at horse camp in 1956 with the last time being this past weekend at Los
Vaqueros. | love the area and the trails.

I have a few concerns about putting the camp ground in Descanso as listed below:
Against:

1.

arwd

IS

B2 ©o o N

Pros:
1.
2.
3.

0.

Merrigan land is marsh land and floods frequently. Camp ground needs to be on or
near the Daily Ranch that was purchased by the state Park.

Camp ground is to close to residential

Camp Ground to close to the school

To far from trails around the Stone Wall area

I liked the plan #2 for the camp ground but did not like the arena and round pens in
the center of the camp area. This would stir up to much dust for the campers.

No arena would be needed- people are there to camp and should train there horse at
home not when camping. If arena is a must then it needs to be down wind from
campers.

Needs at least two restrooms/ showers with that many camp sites

Keep the camp ground simple to keep camping fees down to an affordable fee

Put overflow corrals in the center area instead of arena and round pens.

Losing Los Caballos after camping there since the 50°s is totally not fair. We have
just as much right to be on that land as the Indians. We do not want a casino there.

New camp area is diffidently needed
Paso Picacho day camp #2 looks good. Needs to have day use corrals
Paso Picacho would be good place for equestrian camp ground

Equestrian riders want to preserve Cuyamaca State Park and should have access to it as
we have for the past 50 or 60 years. | think we deserve to keep it and have a camp
ground that is useable for generations to come.

Respectfully yours
Nancy J Ellis
nellis2@cox.net

PS. I would like to volunteer for making new trails in the park






To Karen Miner,, Project Manager

['m writing in response to the proposed Equestrian Campground near the community of
Descanso. This is not a good choice for the campground for many reasons. The proposal
states thal the sile is near Descanso. Not true, it is in Descanso. Vehicles, camping
trailers and trucks with horse trailers would have to drive through the middle of town on a
quict country road where residents walk, bike and horse ride. The site would form a
triangle with the elementary school and the hbrary. This is not where a campground
should be. There would be dust and fligs. Campground noise well into the night would
carry to the many residents who live nearby. The horse trails at the south end of the park
are very limited unlike the trails at the north end where horse camp should be and
always was. Cuyamaca Siate Park campgrounds should be entered into off of highway
79, not through the small town of Descansa. The proposed site sits in a pristine meadow
that ncedsto be left intack. There are other places within the park for an equestrian
campground.

Please, do not put a campground in the middle of Descanso.
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To Karen Miner, Project Manager

I’m writing in response to the proposed Equestrian Campground near the community of
Descanso. This is not a good choice for the campground for many reasons. The proposal
states that the site is near Descanso. Not true, it is in Descanso. Vehicles, camping
trailers and trucks with horse trailers would have to drive through the middle of town on a
quiet country road where residents walk, bike and horse ride. The site would form a
triangle with the elementary school and the library. This is not where a campground
should be. There would be dust and flies. Campground noise well into the night would
carry to the many residents who live nearby. The horse trails at the south end of the park
are very limited unlike the trails at the north end where horse camp should be and
always was. Cuyamaca State Park campgrounds should be entered into off of highway
79, not through the small town of Descanso. The proposed site sits in a pristine meadow
that needs to be left intack. There are other places within the park for an equestrian
campground.

Please, do not put a campground in the middle of Descanso.

Terry Gibson
9452 hwy. 79
Descanso, Calif. 91916



From: Susan Lancaster [mailto:lilylarkspur@hotmail.com]

Sent: Wed 8/8/2007 7:52 AM

To: dianne.jacob@sdcounty.ca.gov; assemblymember.anderson@assembly.ca.gov;
Environmental Review

Subject: Against Proposed Horse Camp at Merigan Property in Cuyamaca State Park

Susan K Lancaster-McGourty
9788 River Drive , Descanso CA 91916
July 29, 2007

To Whom it May Concern:

| am a resident of Descanso, California, and have been horse back riding in the Cuyamaca Mountains for the
past 56 years. | live on a neighboring ranch that would be negatively impacted by the opening of a horse camp on the
Merrigan site in Cuyamaca State Park. | also have grave concerns for the environmental impact and the safety of the
potential riders and horses if this site is used.

First, let me elaborate on the negative impact to my property and to other neighboring properties. The Miller
Ranch borders the proposed horse camp and we are across the street from the Millers. If the horse camp is put in we
will be impacted with huge amounts of dust pollution as the prevailing winds would come across the dirt areas that
once were grass fields and cover our homes, barns and livestock. We would be affected by the adding of lights that
would keep our livestock up all night as the field naturally has no lighting. We would experience huge increases in
traffic at our intersection and the additional people and animals would create a huge amount of noise pollution as this is
a very quiet rural neighborhood. There would be an elimination of the owl and hawk inhabitants of that field and our
rodent populations would increase. The increase number of horses and manure would increase of fly situation. Does
the state have a fly prevention program? The surrounding horse ranches use a monthly fly abatement program along
with fly traps and sprays which are quite costly, is the State going to do this? If no then the fly impact will be significant
and out of control.

Secondly, | feel that as a trail rider for 56 years | am very familiar with the trails in the park. All of the campers
at the proposed site would be asked to begin at the trailhead and immediately proceed up “Cardiac Hill". Does the
name tell you something? One of the trail choices is called “Dead Horse Trail” Also not an easy trail ride. Lots of horse
campers are looking for short family friendly rides, much like the ones at the old Los Caballos campground. | have
many fond memories of my childhood and my children’s childhoods at that campground as we went every year at least
twice. The wonderful thing about it was the many trails that one had access to and could ride for a couple of hours.
The Merrigan site will require riders and horses to travel first up a very hard incline which will seriously injure any horse
that is not in good condition. It will also require that riders ride for at least 3-4 hours before reaching any of the really
excellent riding trails in the state park. Most campers are looking for a 2 hour ride. There are only two choices after
climbing the big hill and so all of the campers will be on the same trail every day. The traffic of all those campers going
up and down the Cardiac Hill will be bad, but multitude of riders meeting on the 2 foot wide Dead Horse Trail will be
downright dangerous.

Thirdly, | would like to suggest a different solution that might please everyone. Why not add overnight camp
site corrals to a portion of Paso Picacho campground. This would give riders access to all the beautiful trails in
Cuyamaca with less cost and less impact on the residents who live next door to the Merrigan site. The at the Merrigan
site set up addition parking at the already existing parking spot and add day camp corrals and water supply at the
Merrigan site. You could even put in some flat land trails around the meadow that would only be 6 feet wide and not
cause too much dust not night time noise. These beginner trails would allow people to ride without going up the hills
nor on the rocky trails and would also allow for people who drive carts pulled by horses to enjoy the trail. It could be a
rural Central Park kind of trail horse back riding park.

In reading the Initial Study of Environmental Impact the following were listed as Potentially Significant Impact and
are a great concern to us as residents and potential neighbors of the proposed project:
1. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista.
2. Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings.
3. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance as shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency to
non-agricultural use.



4,
5

6.

7.

Create a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project.

Create a substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project, in
excess of noise levels existing without the project.

Create a substantial increase in traffic, in relation to existing traffic, and the capacity of the street system.

The project would have impacts that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable.

The reviewer in her comments states that the land was farmland and in not being currently farmed but is
significant because the site is Farmland of Local Importance and would be removed from the rapidly diminishing
agricultural land available in San Diego County. She also states that building this campground at Merigan site would
adversely affect the scenic view of Highway 79 by degrading the route which is classified as a first priority scenic route
in the San Diego County General Plan. She writes that there are several species that are state or federally listed as
delicate. She states that because of the sandy soil, it is on a creek, the land will have to be compacted and fill brought
in. This sounds like the land will be greatly and adversely affected. She comments that the increase in campers and
activities will increase the risk of fire in the area.

| hope someone in the decision a decision position will read this and pursue gathering more information from the
directly impacted neighbors of this proposed site.

Please feel free to contact me for more input or if | can provide and further information.

Sincerely,

céjugmn 76, Iancasterﬂmz‘z‘gouréy

Susonv K Lancaster-McGouwrty M.A. ED.
aplusteacher.com

PO Box 1463 Alpine CA 91903

River Oaks Ranch

9788 River Road Descanso CA 91916



July 13,
2007

Karen Miner

Southern Service Center

California Department of Parks and Recreation
8885 Rio San Diego Drive, #270

San Diego, CA 92108

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing this letter to state my concerns regarding the new equestrian facilities project at
the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, located in Descanso, CA. My husband and I have just
finished our new home located in Descanso. We are moving from the city, to Descanso on
Mizpah Spur, for a quite, natural, and undisturbed environment.

I would like to state for the record that I strongly oppose the development of the proposed
facilities. I refer you to all the new residences and older residences surrounding the proposed
site. We are all depending wells for our water source. Our water system would be jeopardized
with the development of this new site.

We currently enjoy the calm and quite atmosphere when we overlook the meadow and park
below us. This would all change with the noise that travels from the valley.

There is also an elementary school within very close proximity to this area. The consumption
of alcohol close to this school would have a negative impact on our children.

This is the classic situation where residents must battle to maintain our environment. The
California State Parks (CSP), acknowledged experts in the field, need to look at other
locations that would prove to have less impact of the families already living in the area. Do
we have strong enough grounds for rejecting this project?

Sincerely,

Carly and David Maritz
9714 Mizpah Spur
Descanso, CA 91916
(619) 992-3494



) This message was sent with high importance.

From: Brenda Miller [bjmiller49@msn.com] Sent. Wed 7/11/2007
5:01 PM
To: Environmental Review
Cc:
Subject: Proposed Horse Camp
Attachments:
July 11, 2007

Ms. Karen Miner

Southern Service Center

California Department of Parks and Recreation
8885 Rio San Diego Drive #270

San Diego, CA 92108

Via facsimile and email

Ms. Miner,

We recently attended the June 12 Public Information Workshop at the Descanso Town
Hall. We received a letter notifying us of the meeting long after the meeting was held,
June 20. Only because of concerned equestrians did we know of the workshop and
attended.

As horse owners and members of Pine Valley Mountain Riders, we agree that there is a
need for a horse camping facility at Rancho Cuyamaca State Park. However, the location
at the south end of the Park (Merigan) is NOT a suitable or desirable site for numerous
reasons.

The area is a rural residential area with homes rimming the meadow where the
camp is proposed

The desired camping environment does not include seeing lights of homes,
children playing on the playground, school bells, noise from adjacent homes (pools,
music, dogs, animals). Peace, solitude and more isolation is desirable.

The flat, unspoiled meadow is a beautiful gift of nature and should be left that way.

The meadow turns to a marsh in the winter and is hazardous for riding.

The ecosystem would be damaged and upset by the presence of people, corrals,
building of any sort. The meadow is natural habitat for numerous species of
animals, friend and foe alike.

The trails most people want to ride are about 5 hours from this site and are a true
representation of the scenic rides for which Cuyamaca is known. The lower trails
are hot and dusty.

There is no need for an arena or round pen in a camping area.



e The residents will be impacted by increased traffic, dust, noise, flies and smoke
from campfires.

e There is an Indian archeological site in the meadow.
e There is no natural shade due to the lack of trees.

The camping site would be more accessible if entered from Highway 79 and away from
the city of Descanso.

Thank you for your efforts in developing a horse camping site at a different location.

Sincerely,

Brent A. Miller Brenda J. Miller

9727 River Drive  Descanso, CA 91916

Make it o great davy,
Brenda J. Miller

Rancho-Bellisimo-

Equine Essentials - Nature's Wavy

9727 River Drive, Descanso, CA 91916 ~ ph: 619.445.2071 fax: 619.659.0032



From: . Sent: Tue 7/10/2007
Jerry [jerrymorey@yahoo.com]

11:37 PM
To: Environmental Review
Cc: jerrymorey@yahoo.com
Subject: Cuyamaca Equestrian Facilities
Attachments:

This letter is to document Cuyamaca State Park's failure to notify me by mail of the
meeting held at the Descanso Town Hall concerning the Cuyamaca Rancho SP
Equestrian Facilities Project to be located at Descanso. | am very disturbed I was not
notified of this meeting. My property is located no more than 400 feet from the proposed
facilities. In talking with my neighbors living on River Drive about the proposal, | found
out none of them received any notices of the meeting. | have some very important issues
I would like to discuss about the proposed facilities. | feel the outreach to

the Community of Descanso was a big failure and needs to be addressed. In fairness to
the people who live in Descanso this whole issue needs to be readdressed. The only way
the issues can be addressed formally is to have a better outreach to the Community of
Descanso and have another meeting located at the Descanso Town Hall concerning the
proposed project.

Sincerely,

Jerry W. Morey



Karen Miner Project Manager proposed horse camp Rancho Cuyamaca
Donna Pardue [donnapardue@yahoo.com]

To: Environmental Review

Cc:

I am writing in regards to a letter we received about
a proposed horse camp here in Descanso.

There is a huge communication problem here in Descanso
and 1 fear many have no idea of this proposal.

1. You may or may not know that Descanso residents no
longer receive home delivery of the newspaper. This is
a huge disadvantage on our ability to be informed on
matters like this, which are of huge interest to us
and our lives.

2. The letter we received from your office was
postmarked June 19th, informing us of a meeting on
June 12th.

3. Then we find out there was a meeting on last
Thursday that we could have attended if we had only
known it was to take place! I do not understand why
that meeting was not on your letter?

4. A huge concern for us also is the water table. We
are not on a well and our water is already terrible,
dirt in it, and often discolored. having this many
more share from our ground source would be terrible.

First of all we loved horse camp. We camped there each
summer Ffor many many years. We have been camp hosts at
Los Caballos and loved being there. That is a perfect
area.

We want another horse near that same area. It did not
affect residents, as it would in this area.

A horse camp at the proposed site here in Descanso
would be terrible! Horse camps are wonderful,they just
need to be far from residental areas, even small rural
ones.

The traffic, noise and invasion of people would be a
terrible violation of our peace and quiet. Horse camps
should not be placed in residental areas. Having
worked as a camp host 1 know how much traffic and how
many people would desend on us. I can imagine the dust
and dirt covering us now if this happens.

I respectfully wish to be informed about any future
meetings. My neighbors are also very upset about being
notified after the fact. We need to have a say in
something that would affect our lives so greatly.

Sincerely,



Max & Donna Pardue
24928 Viejas Blvd.
Descanso, Ca.91901
619-445-9300

Luggage? GPS? Comic books?
Check out fitting gifts for grads at Yahoo! Search
http://search.yahoo.com/search?fr=oni_on_mai l&p=graduation+gifts&cs=bz




Merigan Ranch, Descanso
Jovee A. (Merigan) Peterson
Office 858-453-6088  Fax 858-453-1356 Cell 619-884-6088
jpeters | (@san.ir.com

June 16, 2007

Supervisor Diannc Jacob
County Administrative Center
1600 Pacific Highway

San Diego. CA 92101

RE: Equestrian Facilities Project, Cuyamaca Rancho State Park

Dear Supervisor Jacob:

My family enthusiastically supports the proposal for an equestrian campground, day-use
facilities. and trailhead staging area in Descanso. As you know, this project is located on
the property that the Merigan family donated to the State of California several years ago.

My brother Bob and 1 were in attendance at the County workshop on June 12. when the
information was presented to the people of Descanso. We want to commend your Staff
for a wel] thought out and attractively designed presentation of the proposal. Stafl
members were especially receptive to the community comments and suggestions.

Although some of those in Descanso are against any new proposal, my brother and |
came to the conclusion after the workshop that any negative aspects of the project are
easily mitigated. The Merigan family intended our property donation to the State of
California to be used by all the people and not just the privileged few. The Equestrian
Facilitics Projcct is the right project in the correct location, and we are thrilled to lend our
enthusiastic support for its approval.

[ have included a letter from our family that was given to Staff for display at the June 12"
workshop. Pleasc contact me if vou want to discuss the Merigan’s position on this
proposal in detail.

Sinm)n—:ly;
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I{;};éce A (Merngan) Peterson
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ce: Descanso Planning Group



JOYCE A. PETERSON
8675 Nottingham Place
La Jolla, CA 92037
Office 858-453-6088 Fax 858-453-1356 619-884-6088 cell
jpetersl@san.rr.com

TO: Dept of Parks
ATTN: Karen Miner
Fax: 619-220-5400 enviro@parks.ca.gov

RE: Equestrian Facilities/Merigan
Pages: 2

Merigan Ranch
P.O. Box 362
Descanso, CA 91916

The original Merigan Ranch in Descanso consisted of a 2200-acre property that was
acquired from the Oliver family in 1958. Around 1973, the Merigan family initiated
discussions with government officials concerning their desire to donate the northern part
of the ranch to the State of California. This donation earned the support of the San Diego
County Board of Supervisors by unanimous vote on September 22, 1975. Subsequent to
this vote, the State of California accepted the gift of 1800 acres of Merigan property for
inclusion into the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, opening up direct access to the Park
from Descanso.

The Merigan and Peterson families want to lend their enthusiastic support to the proposal
for the equestrian campground, day-use facilities and trailhead staging area on their
former property. As the parcel was used for pasturing cattle and horses for many years,
the proposal will fit well with past agricultural uses. It will make our families very

pleased to once again see horse-related activity carried on in this area.

Sincerely;

Joyce A. (Merigan) Peterson


mailto:jpeters1@san.rr.com




Equestrian Facilities Project, commentary
Larry Pustinger [Ipustinger@nethere.com]

To: Environmental Review
Cc: Joyce Peterson
July 10, 2007

Enviro@parks.ca.gov

The Cuyamaca Rancho State Park Equestrian Facilities Project encompasses both a proposed
equestrian day use trail head parking facility and equestrian family campground facility.

In my view, both proposals would serve to enhance opportunities for park owners to visit
Cuyamaca. Equestrian and non equestrian visitors enjoy riding, hiking, and biking on the parks
many trails. For many, the sighting of horses ranks right up there with their sightings of wild land
creatures.

Paso Pichaco Equestrian Staging Area

The equestrian day use trail head parking across from Paso Picacho presents a few challenges
to assure harmonious and safe results. Safe access off of and back on to highway 79 in that area
is quite challenging for all motorists. Operators of slow moving and heavily laden horse trailers
would require a longer sight line to assure better safety for all motorists and pedestrians.
Pedestrian traffic crossing hgy 79 from Paso Pichaco to access the popular Stonewall Mountain
trail is very heavy. Vehicles towing live horses must make slow turns when moving off of or onto
highways. These vehicles must also slow down more gradually approaching their exit, and
require longer distances to accelerate after re-entering the highway.

Other concerns should be addressed at this location. A fence along the highway which led from
the vehicle entrance drive to the vehicle exit point would tend to discourage any loose horse from
running out into the highway, further serving to afford a few more seconds to capture a loose
horse. While that circumstance may be rare, in this location it could result in tragic results. This
area is quite close to the highway and its frightening noises (from the horses perspective), and it
has one of the highest numbers of hikers...due to the popularity of Stonewall Mountain trail, and
the nearness of Paso Pichaco Campground and day use area.

Signage should exist which both reminds equestrians to be mindful of keeping horse well
attended, whether in hand or tied to their trailers. Signage should also urge pedestrians and
bikers to not approach horses within the staging area. Some separation of the staging area must
be created for everyone's safety.

Equestrian visitors will be tempted to access the toilet facilities across the street. Some might
actually leave their horses trailer tied and unattended, this would be irresponsible. Portable
toilets within the staging area could make sense.

Equestrian Family Campground, Descanso

It a letter dated January 21, 1986, the Descanso Planning Group expressed its support for the
concept of an equestrian campground within Descanso as outlined it the then newly created
general plan that resulted from the Merigan annexation. The planning group also expressed its
appreciation for the park's willingness to give nearly 4 acres to the Mountain Empire Unified
School District and the Descanso Community Water District. Today, that same parcel contains a
very nice branch of the San Diego County Library, and it contains the most productive well of the
water district serving over 260 local families. This same parcel served to expand the playground
and athletic fields of the school and community.



It is my prayer that the good people of Descanso and the current officials of Cuyamaca can once
again work together in a continuing spirit of being good neighbors.

Visual concerns...residents and campers would all be well served with plantings of numerous
tress. Over time, trees would shield the mutually unfavorable views which the campground and
neighboring development provide for each other. A berm may provide some relief if artfully
accomplished and landscaped with local shrubs, wildflowers, etc.

Sound concerns...campers must be encourage to polite guests, not only of the park, but of their
more immediate permanent residential neighbors. Generators can be banned or discouraged by
having electric hook ups at campsites. Electronic devices which employ external speakers

should be kept at sound levels which do not carry beyond any immediate camp site.
Park policies regarding fires, charcoal, etc. should be clearly posted and enforced.

A camp host position should be created and maintained. Local residents deserve to have this
kind of 7/24 presence to assure that park policies as to camping guests are always honored. |
urge the relocation of the present Mounted Assistance Unit camping facility in Descanso, be
relocated to the proposed new campground. The presence of this unit would serve to reinforce
the campground host.

The park should continue its vigorous program of trash and manure removal that it employs in
other locations. Officials need to explain how well this is routinely performed in order to
overcome some reasonable fears.

I do not support the installation of a round pen or arena. While it might be an amenity desired by
several visitors, it is not a necessity. Permanent residents could be expected to rightly object to
the noise and dust attendant to such a facility. In fact, most campers would desire sites that
would not be impacted by these same issues.

Efforts should be made to establish an equestrian trail leading out of the campground which could
connect to the Dead Horse trail. Such a trail could be established without traversing through
sensitive areas. This would make possible a loop course. Results of such a trail would reduce
the impact of dramatically increased equestrian traffic upon Merigan Ranch road. Dramatically
increased equestrian and vehicle usage of this road will occur in proximate location to permanent
neighboring homes. Building a Dead Horse connector will be challenging. If this trail could be
built for equestrian use only, as a connector, perhaps it would not have to meet more ridged
standards.

Trespass upon private lands may become an expanded problem. It the area where the
Sweetwater River exits park lands, private land owners do not have boundary line fencing. No
impediment currently exists to discourage park visitors from exiting the park by following the river
south and west. Park neighbors in this area have expressed their concerns about visitors,
equestrian and pedestrian, leaving the park across their lands. Park planners should consider
clearly posting boundary signs in this area. Signs should contain language stating that entering
private lands from state park lands is not permitted. A fence within the park, which crossed the
river channel could also be considered.

In conclusion, | support the completion of both projects. | am optimistic that legitimate concerns
can and will be mitigated. To whatever extent possible, | am willing to assist as a volunteer in
construction of the proposed facilities and attendant trails.



Sincerely,

Larry Pustinger, P.O. Box 415, 25008 Manzanita Lane, Descanso, Ca 91919 619-659-3437



Equestrian Facilities in Descanso
trista brant [tristalynn@hotmail.com]
To: Environmental Review

Cc:

Dear Ms. Miner,

My name is Trista Brant and | am a member of the Descanso Planning group but | am
speaking as a citizen living in Descanso. | do not think it would be a good idea to put the
Equestrian Park in the meadow behind the Library, for several reasons I'm sure you have
already heard such as dust, noise, smell, wildlife habitat threatened and so on. I think it
would be nice to have one, just not in a residential and school/Library setting. I also
would like to share that | have spoken to Joe the owner of the Descanso Feed Store and
he is against the facilities also even though his business would benefit from it there he did
not feel it was the right place to put it and he wants Los Caballos reopened. Also I read in
the Cuyamaca State Park general plan on page 44 that "The meadows are not suitable
places for development because of the high water table and persistent dampness™. So if
the EIR comes back claiming that it is a meadow, and | believe it is seasonally, that by
their own statement they cannot build on that land. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Trista Brant
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Environmental Review
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From: Cary K!aCkenga [gklackengadisandiego.gav] Sent: Thu 571772007 3 43 P
To: Environmental Review
Cc:
Subject: Equestran facilies project, Cuyamaca Rancho State Park ATTN; ®aren Mirer
Attachments:
Hi Karen,

If an EIR s prepared for this project, we'd hke to have a copy. Thanks,
Gary

CGary Klackenga

Covernment Publications Libranan

San Dwgo Public Ligrary

820 € Street

San Bizgo CA 92101

geleckengadisandiego. yov

htps: rmatl.parks.ca.goviexchange ENY RO Tnbox/Equestrian®s2 0lacillies % 20project. %6200 uy amaca2 0. 67172007



