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State of California – Resources Agency 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
 

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 
 
To: State Clearinghouse    From: Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Office of Planning and Research    1416 9th Street 
 1400 Tenth Street, Room 222    P.O. Box 942896 
 P.O. Box 3044      Sacramento, California 94296-0001 
 Sacramento, California 95812-3044 
 
SUBJECT:   Filing of Notice of Determination, in compliance with §21108 of the Public Resources Code. 
 
Project Title: Point Arena Mountain Beaver Habitat Protection Project 
State Clearinghouse Number: 2005082062 
Contact Person: Peter Braudrick      Phone:  707-937-3118 
Project Location: Manchester State Park, Mendocino County, California 
  
Project Description: 
The Department of Parks and Recreation proposes to relocate a campground and improve trails 
within Manchester State Park to improve Point Arena mountain beaver (PAMB) habitat. The following 
is a summary of the proposed work:   

1. Permanently close campsites 10 through 30 and 40 through 46. 
2. Remove asphalt surfaces from all campground roads within 100 feet of PAMB habitat. 
3. Re-orient campsite 8, 9, and 39 to allow for the new loop road connector. 
4. Remove the interpretive sign between campsites 15 & 20. 
5. Remove pit toilets 5, 6, 7, and 8 from PAMB habitat within the existing campground. 
6. Remove water outlets and cap supply lines. 
7. Construct new campground road segments, one to link the two closed camp road spurs, the other to 

complete the west side campground loop from the existing road back to the campground entrance road.   
8. Construct 31 new campsites, including 4 Americans with Disabilities compliant sites. 
9. Upgrade the existing campground host site to increase parking space and improve utilities service. 
10. Provide new water lines to supply the newly constructed campground areas. 
11. Grade and surface with asphalt concrete a gravel parking lot between the maintenance yard and the 

existing loop road to provide access to the walk-in campsites, the environmental campsites, and day-
use areas. 

12. Construct four new toilet buildings in the campground. 
13. Install animal-proof trash and recycling containers throughout the campground, day-use areas, and 

trailheads.   
14. Close and eliminate the South Beach Trail from the Kinney day use parking lot that passes through 

occupied PAMB burrowing areas. 
15. Close the potentially hazardous primary beach access trail from the Kinney day use parking lot.    
16. Install informational signs along the North Beach Trail to reduce potential impacts to PAMB 
17. Informally close the Beach Trail from the campground (near site 25) to the beach by removing signs 

designating this as an official trail to and from the campground and the beach. 
18. Designate with signs the existing KOA Trail as the preferred beach access route from the campground 

to the beach. 
19. Install new interpretive panels in the park.   
20. Remove non-native, invasive plants to include iceplant, Monterey pine, European beachgrass, Monterey 

cypress, Monterey pines, Himalayan blackberry, wild radish, and Australian fireweed from designated 
areas to improve habitat for native plant and animal species. 

21. Conduct or manage the collection of on-site native seeds or vegetative plant propagules for species 
needed for re-vegetation. 

22. Remove asphalt surfaces, campsite bollards, Monterey cypresses, and de-compact soil in closed 
campground areas to recover and restore vegetation and provide improved PAMB habitat. 

23. Re-vegetate newer campground areas and those affected by construction with native plants  
24. Construct a fence between the campground and day use areas and PAMB habitat. 



25. Install signs as necessary and re-vegetate at critical access points along closed trails to formalize the 
closure of trails and campground areas  

26. Improve the existing KOA Trail from the campground to the beach to provide complete access, in 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  

27. Establish long-term program to monitor PAMB populations, including burrow surveys, and monitoring 
closed trails and replanted areas.  

28. Implement maintenance parameters on existing trails designed to avoid impacts to habitat and 
burrowing areas. 

29. Coordinate a training session, at the direction of USFWS, for park personnel on identification of habitat 
and occupied burrow areas, to be conducted by qualified, USFWS-approved personnel. 

 
The California Department of Parks and Recreation has approved this project on, and has made the 
following determinations: 
 

1.  The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
   The project will have a significant effect on the environment. 

2.  A Negative Declaration was prepared and adopted, pursuant to the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

 A Final Environmental Impact Report has been completed in compliance with CEQA, and has been 
presented to the decision-making body of this Department for its independent review and consideration 
of the information, prior to approval of the project. 

3. Mitigation measures    were       were not made conditions of project approval.     
4. A Statement of Overriding Considerations    was    was not adopted for this project. 
5. Findings   were  were not made on environmental effects of the project. 
6. A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan  was   was not prepared for this project 

 
The Mitigated Negative Declaration and record of project approval may be examined at the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation, Northern Service Center, located at One Capitol Mall – Suite 410, 
Sacramento, California 95814. 
 
 
 
__Signature on Original Document__________    __________________ 
Stephen R. Lehman         Date 
Deputy Director        
Acquisition & Development 
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