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‘%’Ts Ph DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
TO: Office of Planning and Research FROM: Department of Parks and Recreation
1400 Tenth Street, Room 222 Acquisition and Development Division
P.O. Box 3044 Accessibility Section
Sacramento, CA 95814 One Capitol Mall, Suite 410

Sacramento, CA 95814
PROJECT TITLE: Tehachapi Vista Point Trail Accessibility Improvements (Project ID No. 016144-77)

LOCATION: Antelope Valley CA Poppy Reserve COUNTY: Los Angeles

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT:

This project involves accessibility improvements to portions of the Tehachapi Vista Point Trail at
Antelope Valley California Poppy State Reserve. Accessibility improvements are designed to bring
the trail in compliance with California State Parks accessibility guidelines and associated legal
mandates. As a designated Level 3 park for accessibility, it is the Department of Parks and
Recreations (DPR) responsibility to address providing at least 0.5 miles of accessible trail within the
park unit. Once implemented this project would create approximately 0.7 miles of accessible trail.

The existing Tehachapi Vista Point Trail originates at the Visitor Center and loops around a knoll in
the meadow. The Tehachapi Vista Point Trail traverses through sloped California poppy hillside.
Most sections of the trail do not meet linear grade requirements or surface firmness and stability ADA
trail guidelines. Portions of the exterior route of travel from the parking lot to the visitor center, does
not comply with outdoor recreation guidelines. The trail is accessed by visitors at the visitor center.
Accessible parking spaces are available in the visitor center parking lot. This project proposes to
reroute most of the existing trail to meet all ADA trail standards. The existing trail sections that are to
be rerouted will be decompacted and rehabbed. The construction access road and staging areas will
be decompacted and rehabbed.

DPR-approved standard project requirements have been incorporated into this project. A copy of
these requirements may be obtained by submitting a request to the project Environmental
Coordinator listed below.

PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT: California Department of Parks and Recreation
NAME OF DIVISION OR DISTRICT CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT: Accessibility Section, A&D Div.

EXEMPT STATUS:
[[IDeclared Emergency (Section 15269(a))
[JEmergency Project (Section 15269(b) and (c))
[]Statutory Exemption (Section )
D Categorical Exemption
Class: 1, 3,4, 11 Section(s): 15301 15303 15304 15311

REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT:

No potential for significant impacts to the environment is anticipated in compliance with Section
15300.2. If the project is implemented as indicated within the CDPR Project Evaluation Form
including measures provided by CDPR staff, then it is exempt under CEQA §15301 — Existing
Facilities, §15303 — New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures, §15304 — Minor Alterations
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to Land, and 15311 — Accessory Structures. The actions fall under the Departmental List of Exempt
activities as established according to CEQA §15300.4 as:

“Trail or road repairs” (Class 1, Section 15301);
e “Construction or installation of park facilities” (Class 3, Section 15303);

e “Trail construction or realignment”, “Grading on land with a slope of less than 10 percent”, and
“Resource management (sowing of native seed mix)” (Class 4, Section 15304); and

¢ “Construction or installation of additional public use facilities (overlook benches)” (Class 11,
Section 15311)

The project does not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees (Class 4).

CONTACT: Mike Yengling, Environmental Coordinator PHONE NO.: (619) 221-7081
California Department of Parks & Recreation EMAIL:
Southern Service Center Michael.Yengling@parks.ca.gov

2797 Truxtun Road, Barracks 26
San Diego, CA 92106
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Kathy Weatherman
District Superintendent, Tehachapi District
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