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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Dist. Proj. #54 

 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 
TO: Office of Planning and Research FROM: Department of Parks and Recreation 
 1400 Tenth Street  Colorado Desert District 
 Sacramento, CA  95814  200 Palm Canyon Drive 
   Borrego Springs, CA  92004-5005 
 
PROJECT TITLE:  Picacho Gauging Station 
 

LOCATION:  Picacho State Recreation Area – Colorado River 
 
COUNTY:  Imperial 
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT:  The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
proposes to install a gauging station at the lower dock at Picacho SRA. River gauging stations are an 
integral part of reclamation’s water scheduling, accounting and delivery operation, measuring 
elevations and flow velocity in rivers and main conveyances. They facilitate river operations and data 
collection essential to understanding current river conditions and maintaining current and accurate 
databases. The installation of this station will further provide Reclamation with additional operational 
data that will result in more efficient and effective delivery of Colorado River water to irrigation 
districts, municipalities, and Mexico. The proposed locations of the gauging stations were identified as 
critical areas of concern where river flow loss and gains are impacted by temporary diversions 
through backwaters and where main conveyance flows are supplemented by a tributary.  
 
DPR-approved standard project requirements have been incorporated into this project.  A copy of 
these requirements may be obtained by submitting a request to the project Environmental 
Coordinator listed below. 
 

PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT:  California Department of Parks and Recreation 
 

NAME OF DIVISION OR DISTRICT CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT:  Colorado Desert District 
 
EXEMPT STATUS:   Categorical Exemption Class:  4,6 Section:  15304, 15306 
 
REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT:  No potential for significant impacts to the environment is 
anticipated in compliance with Section 15300.2. Project consists of minor public alterations in the 
condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic 
trees.  Additionally, installation of the gauging station is for the purpose of basic data collection and 
monitoring of river flows on the Colorado River. 
 
 
CONTACT: Jason Duke PHONE NO.:  (760) 767-4307 
 Colorado Desert District EMAIL:  jduke@parks.ca.gov 
 
 
   
 Gail Sevrens, District Superintendent, Acting 
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