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State of California 
Department of Parks and Recreation 

 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 

TO:  Office of Planning and Research     FROM:  Department of Parks and Recreation 
       1400 Tenth Street     Central Valley District 
       Sacramento, CA  95814     22708 Broadway Street 
        Columbia, CA 95310 
 

PROJECT TITLE:  Boardwalk and Trail Installation 
LOCATION: Calaveras Big Trees State Park COUNTY: Calaveras 
     

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT: Install boardwalk, footbridge, 
switchback trail, a rock causeway and culverts, and interpretive panels at the North Grove Meadow 
and Campground at Calaveras Big Trees State Park to improve park facilities for visitor use.  All work 
performed is for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards for accessibility.  
Work will: 
1. Replace the failing 965’ long boardwalk in the North Grove Meadow with an approximately 965’ 

long X 5’wide boardwalk.  Excavate approximately three hundred sixty 0.5’ long X 0.5’ wide X 1’ 
deep holes to install boardwalk foundation piers and drive four pipes approximately 4 ‘ deep into 
the ground to secure each pier.  Install pressure treated wood post and block supports, 
galvanized hardware, wood composite decking, and safety curbs. 

2. Replace failing footbridge with an approximately 25’ long X 5’wide footbridge with hand railings. 
3. Construct a trail switchback adjacent to the footbridge and an approximately 2’ wide X 3’ high 

retaining wall to provide a path of travel from the footbridge to the existing restroom.  
4. Excavate a total of 260 square feet up to 1’ deep within natural drainage swales that cross the trail 

alignment and install/compact aggregate rock and stabilizing fabric material within the excavated 
areas.   Construct an approximately 200’ long X 6’ wide X 1’ high rock causeway to provide an 
elevated pedestrian path of travel in a seasonally wet area.  Install up to three approximately 5’ 
long X 1‘ wide X 1’ deep culverts under the trail/causeway to re-direct the flow of seasonal water 
in the swales from these paths of travel.  Install a total of 260 square feet of rock revetment and 
energy dissipaters in the swales and along the sides of the trail/causeway to protect against 
erosion during seasonal water flows.   

5. Excavate two holes about 3’ apart and measuring approximately 1’L X 1’W X 2’D for each of two 
low profile interpretive panels, and fill with concrete for panel stability.  Once installed, the panels 
will measure approximately 4’L X 2’W X 3.5’H.  

 

PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT:  California Department of Parks and Recreation 
NAME OF DIVISION OR DISTRICT CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT:  Central Valley District 
EXEMPT STATUS: 

 Categorical Exemption Classes: 1, 2, 3, 4, & 11  Sections: 15301, 15302, 15303, 15304, & 15311 
  

REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT:  Project consists of repair or minor alteration of existing public 
structures or facilities involving no expansion of use beyond current levels; replacement or 
reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where the new structure will be located on the same 
site as the structure replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the 
structure replaced; construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities; minor public 
alterations in the condition of land and/or vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, 
scenic trees except for forestry purposes; and construction or placement of minor structures 
accessory to (appurtenant to) existing facilities; includes as “installation of park facilities, such as 
interpretive signing or panels and fencing” and Installation of signs” in the Department of Parks and 
Recreation’s list of exempt activities, in accordance with CCR § 15300.4.   
   

CONTACT:  Heather Reith, DEC TELEPHONE:  (209) 536-2887  
 Central Valley District EMAIL:  hreith@parks.ca.gov  
 
  ____________ORIGINAL SIGNATURE ON FILE__________ 
      James S. Wassmund, District Superintendent          DATE
  


