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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 
TO:  Office of Planning and Research     FROM:  Department of Parks and Recreation 
        1400 Tenth Street                   1416 Ninth Street 
        Sacramento, CA  95814     P.O. Box 942896 
        Sacramento, CA  94296-0001 
 
PROJECT TITLE:  Parson Rock Forest Restoration 
 
LOCATION:  Emerald Bay State Park  COUNTY:   El Dorado 
     
DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT: 
Phase I: Conduct pre-construction archaeological field survey and resource inventory in forest restoration project area 
located at Emerald Bay State Park to identify archaeological resources that require protection from ground disturbance 
activity.  
Phase II: Protective measures will consist of delineation of the identified cultural resources with flagging and on a 
topographic map, and communication of the resource locations and the protection measures to the project manager. Cultural 
resource sites will be monitored during the project to ensure activities are directed away from the resource(s) and to 
maintain the integrity of the protective flag-line. The condition of the resource(s) will be documented on a monitoring form.  
Phase III: Implement forest thinning and fuel reduction on 27 acres along the north shore at Emerald Bay State Park, 
between the Boat Camp and the Vikingsholm Gardener’s Cottage and between the lake shore and approximately 200 feet 
above the Vikingsholm Service Road. The purpose is to reduce the threat of a catastrophic wildfire and improve native 
forest composition and structure. Trees to be removed will be marked with paint by or under the supervision of a California 
Registered Professional Forester. Old growth trees will be retained, except those that pose a hazard. Debris piles will be 
burned in accordance with county and state regulations. 
 
If evidence of potentially significant historical/archaeological resources is discovered at any point during the project, work 
will be suspended until the find can be assessed by either the District or Service Center archaeologist. 
 

 
PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT:  California Department of Parks and Recreation 
 
NAME OF DIVISION OR DISTRICT CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT:  Sierra District 
 
EXEMPT STATUS: 

 Categorical Exemption 
 Class:  4, 6  Section: 15304, 15306 
   
REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: 
Project consists of basic data collection activities that will not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental 
resource, and minor alteration in the condition of land and vegetation that does not involve the removal of healthy, mature 
scenic trees except for forestry purposes and are included as “archaeological investigations by department staff” and 
“resource management projects” in the Department of Parks and Recreation’s list of exempt activities, in accordance with 
CCR§ 15300.4. 
 
   
CONTACT:  Diane Cassano TELEPHONE:  (530) 525-3342  
                 Sierra District EMAIL:  dcassano@parks.ca.gov   
  
 
  _Original Signed By ____________________ 
      Ken Anderson, Acting District Superintendent 
 
      DATE ____________________________________  


