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State of California – The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 
 
TO: Office of Planning and Research FROM: Department of Parks and Recreation 
 1400 Tenth Street  1416 Ninth Street 
 Sacramento, CA  95814  P.O. Box 942896 
          Sacramento, CA  94296-0001 
PROJECT TITLE:  Fire Suppression System – Richardson Grove Lodge 
LOCATION:  Richardson Grove State Park COUNTY:  Humboldt 

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT:   
Replace the current non-functioning fire suppression sprinkler system at the historic Richardson Grove 
Lodge/Theater building in Richardson Grove State Park to protect and preserve the historic structure and to 
comply with current health and safety standards.   The new sprinkler system will be designed by a qualified fire-
suppression system designer to meet the 2001 California Building Code, 2001 Fire Code, and the 1999 NFPA 
13 Standard.    The current system runs throughout the entire building’s attic space, with the exception of the 
Theater which has 8 sprinkler heads and pipes affixed to its exposed ceiling beams.  The attic space contains a 
network of steel pipes that connect to the approximately 150 sprinkler heads (of which 75 provide coverage for 
the attic and another 75 penetrate the ceiling fabric over the main floor/visitor areas).  Exterior supply piping 
was removed from the building in 1998-2000 when the campground water distribution system was replaced.  A 
new  4” water supply line will be installed in the, , post-1955 storage area, a non-historic, non-contributing 
section of the building out of sight of the viewing public and connect the building to the existing underground 
water supply.  This exterior supply pipe will not require any excavation or extension of the existing underground 
water supply system.    All piping and sprinkler heads will be installed similar to the existing system, will use 
existing ceiling fire sprinkler penetrations, and will follow existing routes  
 
PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT:  California Department of Parks and Recreation 

NAME OF DIVISION OR DISTRICT CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT:  North Coast Redwoods District 

EXEMPT STATUS: 
 Categorical Exemption      Class:  31 Section:  15331 

 
REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT:   The project is limited to the maintenance and, rehabilitation, of 
historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic 
Buildings. 
  
CONTACT: John E. Harris PHONE NO.:  (707) 445-6547 x 19 
 North Coast Redwoods District EMAIL:  jharris@parks.ca.gov 
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