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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 
 
TO: Office of Planning and Research FROM: Department of Parks and Recreation 
 1400 Tenth Street  1416 Ninth Street 
 Sacramento, CA  95814  P.O. Box 942896 
 (916) 323-3018  Sacramento, CA  94296-0001 
 
PROJECT TITLE:  Conference Grounds ADA Upgrade Phase I - Interiors 
 
LOCATION:  Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds  COUNTY:  Monterey 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT:  The project involves interior ADA 
upgrades to the following buildings located at the conference grounds at Asilomar State Beach:   
Chapel, Phoebe Hearst Social Hall, Crocker Dining Complex, Merrill Hall, Pirates Den building, Surf and 
Sand buildings, and Sea Galaxy complex.  Principal activities include the following:  Restrooms in all 
buildings will be remodeled to improve accessibility; fixtures replaced and grab bars added where 
necessary.  Stair handrails will be replaced in Merrill Hall, Surf and Sand buildings, and Sea Galaxy 
complex.  The Chapel Choir Room will be modified to add a lift, and a ramp will be added to exterior 
west side of the Phoebe Hearst Social Hall.  Two dressing rooms in Merrill Hall will be converted to 
accessible toilet rooms.  Guest rooms and entryways in the Sea Galaxy Complex and Surf and Sand 
Buildings will also be remodeled.  The project has been designed to improve compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act without compromising the historic integrity of the facility.  
 
PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT:  California Department of Parks and Recreation 
 
NAME OF DIVISION OR DISTRICT CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT:  Monterey District  
 
EXEMPT STATUS: 
 X Categorical Exemption 
 Class:  1 Section:  15301 
     Class:  31 Section:  15331 
 
REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT:  Project involves the repair, maintenance and minor alteration 
of existing public structures and facilities, consistent with “modification of existing facilities for 
handicap access,” in the Departmental List of Exempt Activities in accordance with CCR §15300.4.  
As the proposed activities will be undertaken within a National Historic Landmark, all work shall be 
conducted in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing 
Historic Buildings. 
 
 
CONTACT: Jill Poudrette PHONE NO.:  (831) 649-2836 
 Monterey District EMAIL:  jpoudrette@parks.ca.gov 
 
 
 
   
 Philip Jenkins     Date 
 District Superintendent 
 Monterey District   
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