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6.0 SIGNIFICANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines §15126.2, this Draft PEIR identifies and analyzes
the Project's environmental impacts and their significance, based on the existing
conditions existing at and surrounding the Park at the time the NOP was published with
the State Clearinghouse (SCH#2008082066) on August 15, 2008. Both direct and
indirect potentially significant project-related impacts are clearly described and the
duration of these effects (long- or short-term) are noted. These include conditions
specific to the Park, physical changes, alterations to ecological systems, human use and
development of the land, public service demands, health and safety issues, and overall
natural, cultural, and aesthetic impacts.

6.1 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

Most Project impacts addressed in this Draft PEIR do not overlap with additional
projects in a manner that would result in cumulative impacts that are greater than the
sum of the parts. Regarding cumulative impacts (in terms of impacts associated with
Project Actions at the Remediation Areas at the Park), the Project could result in
potentially significant and unavoidable cumulative impacts to cultural resources,
sensitive noise receptors and biological resources that might not be mitigated to a less
than significant level. In terms of off-site cumulative impacts, cumulatively considerable
impacts to sensitive noise receptors could be potentially significant and unavoidable.
Except as noted above, discussed in greater detail in Section 6.2 below, full
implementation of all Project Requirements and mitigation measures would reduce any
potential cumulative impact to a less than significant level.

6.2 POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
THAT CANNOT BE AVOIDED IF THE PROJECT IS
IMPLEMENTED

The Project Proponents will require incorporation of both Standard and Specific Project
Requirements and implementation of mitigation measures to reduce potentially
significant impacts to the extent feasible. The Project would, however, have potentially
significant and unavoidable impacts for the resource categories provided below. Table
6.0-1, Impact Statements, Project Requirement(s), Mitigation Measure(s), and
Explanation of Significance Determinations, provides the applicable Standard and
Specific Project Requirements, mitigation and significance determinations for each
potentially significant and unavoidable impact provided below:

e Biological Resources. Program Actions at the Park could potentially require
activities that have a substantial adverse effect in riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or
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regulations, or by the CDFG or the USFWS (Section 4.3; Impact Statement 4.3-
2; Impact Statement 4.3-6). Implementation of Program Actions could
substantially degrade the following sensitive natural communities located within
the Park: the Arroyo Willow Forest and Woodland Alliance and the Westside
Ponderosa Pine Association.

e Biological Resources. Program Actions at the Park could potentially have a
substantial adverse effect on federally protected waters of the U.S., as defined by
CWA 8404, through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means (Section 4.3; Impact Statement 4.3-3; Impact Statement 4.3-7). Program
Actions could have a substantial adverse effect on the 29.63 acres of wetlands
and relatively permanent waters of the U.S. located in the Central Area of the
Park, and the 16.23 acres of USACE jurisdictional wetlands through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means (see Figure 4.3-3,
Wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S.).

¢ Biological Resources. Program Actions at area-specific locations could potentially
have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modification,
on sensitive Bat species (Section 4.3; Impact Statement 4.3-1(D) and 4.3-5(D)).
Implementation of Program Actions at area-specific locations and throughout the
Park could adversely impact the seven special-status bat species potentially
present at the Park through the removal or modification of buildings, large trees
and snags, and mine shafts where bats commonly roost.

e Biological Resources. Program Actions at area-specific locations could potentially
have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modification,
on nesting raptors and migratory birds (Section 4.3; Impact Statement 4.3-1(E)
and 4.3-5(E)). Implementation of Program Actions at area-specific locations and
throughout the Park could adversely impact nesting raptors and migratory birds
potentially present at the Park through the removal or modification of trees, snags
and other nesting habitat.

e Cultural Resources. Program Actions could potentially cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of a historic resource pursuant to 14 CCR
815064.5 (Section 4.4; Impact Statement 4.4-1; Impact Statement 4.4.-4). Two of
the four Program Actions associated with the Project (interim actions, and
remediation options) have the potential to cause a substantial adverse change in
the significance of a historic resource. The potential for an impact is dependent
on the location of remediation activities within the Park. At the Program level, it
is not feasible to determine if specific impacts to historic resources can be
reduced to a less than significant level given the lack of specific information
concerning the exact location and nature of program activities.

e Cultural Resources. Program Actions could potentially cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of an Archaeological Resource pursuant to
CCR 815064.5 (Section 4.4; Impact Statement 4.4-2) Program Actions such as
characterization, interim actions and remediation activities have the potential to
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significantly impact previously undocumented sites by causing damage,
destruction, or removal of physical components.

e Noise. Program Actions could result in exposure of persons to, or generation of,
noise levels in excess of standards established in Local General Plan, Noise
Ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies (Section 4.9; Impact
Statement 4.9-1). Implementation of Program Actions could result in noise levels
exceeding applicable local standards (for off-site noise impacts) through the use
of construction equipment at the Park and off-site truck trips (e.g. importation or
exportation of materials) increasing noise levels along roads traveled.

e Noise. Program Actions could result in a substantial permanent increase in
Ambient Noise levels in the Park vicinity (Section 4.9; Impact Statement 4.9-2).
Implementation of Program Actions could result in noise levels that permanently
exceed applicable local standards (for off-site noise impacts). While the use of
construction equipment at the Park and off-site truck trips (e.g. importation or
exportation of materials) would temporarily increase noise levels along roads
traveled for the Project, operation of an active water treatment plant would be
potentially permanent in duration. The treatment plant would be located within
the interior of the Park and noise generating equipment would be housed within a
permanent structure.

e Noise. Program Actions could result in substantial temporary or periodic
increase in Ambient Noise levels in the Park vicinity (Section 4.9; Impact
Statement 4.9-3); Implementation of Program Actions could result in noise levels
that temporarily exceed applicable local standards through the use of
construction equipment at the Park and off-site truck trips (e.g. importation or
exportation of materials) increasing noise levels along roads utilized for
implementation of the Project.

e Cumulative Cultural Resources. Program Actions could result in cumulatively
considerable impacts to cultural resources at the Park (Section 5.0; Section
5.2.4); and

e Cumulative Noise. Program Actions could result in cumulatively considerable
impacts to noise receptors both at the Park and off-site because of exceedance
of local noise standards or significant increase in ambient noise levels (Section
5.0; Section 5.2.4).
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6.0 Significance of
Environmental Impacts

6.3 SIGNIFICANT IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES
THAT WOULD BE CAUSED BY THE PROJECT SHOULD IT
BE IMPLEMENTED

Significant irreversible environmental changes could occur if remediation efforts alter or
change significant cultural resources within the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP) listed district. Removal of certain elements of the former mine and related
features could compromise the historic setting and feeling associated with the character
of mining operations and the surrounding environment. Even with thorough cultural
resource documentation, contributing elements of the NRHP-listed district could be
irreversibly altered or lost with the implementation of Program Actions.

6.4 OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS

This section addresses Section 15093 of the CEQA Guidelines requiring the public
agency "to balance, as applicable, the economic, legal, social, technological, or other
benefits of a proposed project against its unavoidable environmental risks when
determining whether to approve the project. If the specific economic, legal, social,
technological, or other benefits of a proposed project outweigh the unavoidable adverse
environmental effects, the adverse environmental effects may be considered
‘acceptable™ (14 CCR 815093). This is known as a statement of overriding
considerations. This statement of overriding considerations could be made where
changes or alterations in the Project that would avoid or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effects, including preservation of biological and -cultural
resources to comply with the Joint Order, are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of
another public agency, or where specific economic, legal, social, technological or other
considerations, which make mitigation measures or project alternatives infeasible.

DPR hereby determines that specific economic, legal, social, technological, and other
benefits of the proposed project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental
effects identified in this PEIR, including any effects not mitigated because of the
infeasibility of the implementation of Project Requirements or mitigation measures and
that the adverse environmental effects are considered acceptable. DPR adopts this
statement of overriding considerations because the benefits resulting from the cleanup
of the Park, more specifically discussed in the Joint Orders (Appendix B of this PEIR),
warrant project approval as provided in CEQA Guidelines section 15093. This statement
of overriding considerations warrants the finding that the Project's adverse
environmental impacts are acceptable.

Specific benefits of the Project include permanent removal of unacceptable risk to
humans and the environment from exposed to COC because Program Actions would
remove COC from the Park, wildlife habitat, water courses, downstream locations.

DPR further determines that, based on the findings contained in this Section 6.0, and
the evidence in the record, the benefits identified above are sufficient to make a
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determination that the adverse project-level and cumulative environmental impacts are
acceptable. DPR has balanced the adverse environmental effects of the Project, which
cannot otherwise be avoided or substantially lessened, against the benefits of the
Project, and hereby adopts this Statement of Overriding Considerations based upon
each of the benefits individually provided in this PEIR and contained in the record.

For all the foregoing specific environmental, economic, social, technological and other
benefits of the Project, all Project Requirements and mitigation measures contained in
this PEIR that are not imposed on the Project are infeasible. In addition, because the
benefits of the Project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects
identified in the PEIR and discussed in this Statement, the adverse environmental
effects are acceptable.

Site Characterization and Remediation Draft Program EIR Empire Mine State Historic Park
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6.0-15

6.0 Significance of Environmental Impacts v29



