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Department Mission Statement: To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of 
California by helping to preserve the state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most 
valued natural and cultural resources, and creating opportunities for high-quality outdoor recreation. 
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NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
 
PROJECT:  Schwan Lake Trail Accessibility Improvements 

LEAD AGENCY: California Department of Parks and Recreation 

AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS: This Initial Study/Negative Declaration is available at:  
 

Hardcopy to review on-site 

California Department of Parks and Recreation 
Santa Cruz District 
303 Big Trees Park Road 
Felton, CA 95018 

California Department of Parks and Recreation  
Northern Service Center 
One Capitol Mall – Suite 410 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Santa Cruz Public Library 
Live Oak Branch     Branciforte 
2380 Portola Drive    230 Gault Street 
Santa Cruz, California 95062-4203  Santa Cruz, California 95062-2599 
 
Downloadable Electronic copy 

California Department of Parks and Recreation, CEQA Website 
 
Project Description:  

The California Department of Parks and Recreation proposes to upgrade approximately 
2500 linear feet of the existing Schwan Lake Trail that originates at the Simpkins Swim 
Center to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Department’s “ADA 
Transition Plan”.  Work would construct 800 linear feet of new rerouted trail and 
obliterate then restore 600 feet of highly erodible trail. The final length of the trail would 
be 2500 feet or .5 miles. A detailed project description is included in Chapter 2, Project 
Description. 

A copy of the Initial Study is incorporated into this Negative Declaration.  Questions or 
comments regarding this Initial Study/Negative Declaration should be addressed to: 

Teri Crawford 
Environmental Coordinator 
California Department of Parks and Recreation 
Santa Cruz District 
303 Big Trees Park Road 
Felton, CA 95018 
Fax: (831)335-8996 

Email: CEQANSC@parks.ca.gov  
Subject line: Schwan Lake Trail Accessibility 
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3-ALL WORK SHALL COMPLY WITH THE CURRENT EDITION OF
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2013 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE.

2013 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE.

2013 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE.

2013EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE.
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RE-ESTABLISH CROWN

3/4" CLASS II AB FILL

REMOVE BERM

ENTRENCHED ROAD/TRAIL

5%
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.

RE-ESTABLISH CROSS SLOPE

3/4" CLASS II AB FILL

REMOVE BERM AT SELECT AREAS

FOR PROPER DRAINAGE

(TO BE IDENTIFIED IN THE FIELD)

ENTRENCHED ROAD/TRAIL

5% MAX.

REMOVE BERM

NOTE: CROSS SLOPE CONDITION MAY BE CONSTRUCTED

            IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION IF TERRAIN CONDITIONS

           REQUIRE.

 NEW SURFACE

3/4" CLASS II AB FILL

EXISTING ROAD/TRAIL GRADE

5% MAX.

24" -32" ROCK

SINGLE OR DOUBLE TIER

3" CROWN

3/4" CLASS II AB FILL

EXISTING GRADE- REMOVE ORGANIC

LAYER BEFORE PLACING AB AS REQUIRED

5%
 M

A
X

.

CROSS SLOPE CONDITION

ENTRENCHED ROAD/TRAIL (CONTOUR RESTORATION)

CROSS SLOPE CONDITION ( ROCK WALL)

ENTRENCHED ROAD/TRAIL (CROWN FOR DRAINAGE)

EXISTING GRADE- REMOVE ORGANIC

LAYER BEFORE PLACING AB  AS REQUIRED

ENTRENCHED ROAD/TRAIL

3

4

" CLASS II AB FILL

FOOTINGS
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12'

REDWOOD  BENCH

3/4" CLASS II AB FILL

2%

A

A

NOT TO SCALE

OVERLOOK

SECTION A-A

2 TIER DRYSTACK RETAINING WALL

(SEE DETAIL)

FILL OVER EXISITNG GRADE TO ACHIEVE 2% GRADE

AS SHOWN

PLAN

KEY IN BASE STONE

T

R

A

I

L

R

O

C

K

 
O

R

 
W

O

O

D

 
S

T

E

P

S

T

O

W

A

R

D

S

 
L

A

K

E

 

NOT TO SCALE

EXISTING GRADE

SECTION

4' BENCH

BACK SLOPE VARIES

MAX. 1:1

APPLY 2" DUFF OVER

SIDE-CAST MATERIAL

3% MAX.

FULL BENCH CONSTRUCTION

NOTES:

- CONSTRUCT PAVING IN 3" LIFTS.  WET AND COMPACT

  EACH LIFT SEPARATELY TO 90%

- ADD NATIVE SOIL TO FINAL LIFT (QUANTIES DETERMINED IN THE FIELD)

- 3% MAX. CROSS SLOPE ON CROWNED TRAILS

- GEO-FABRIC TO BE INSTALLED BASED ON SUB-GRADE

  CONDITIONS (AS DETERMINED IN THE FIELD)

TRAIL REROUTE- TYPICAL

SLOPE CONDITION

3

4

" MINUS AGGREGATE

WITH FINES (CLASS II)

NOT TO SCALE

TRAIL REROUTE - TYPICAL

SECTION

2" CROWN ON FINAL LIFT

FLAT CONDITION

4' TRAIL TREAD

6" APPROX.

3

4

" MINUS AGGREGATE

WITH FINES (CLASS II)

8"-12" DIA. ROCK

EDGING
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NOT TO SCALE

ADA COMPLIANT PICNIC SITE

SECTION

NOT TO SCALE

ADA COMPLIANT PICNIC SITE LAYOUT

TRAIL

4' MIN.

COMPLIANT REDWOOD TABLE

2% MAX

4' MIN.

CLEAR

CLEAR

4" CLASS II AB

COMPACT TO 95%

16'

EXISTING GRADE

8"-12" ROCK OR

WOOD EDGING

8"-12" ROCK

EDGING

TRAIL

COMPLIANT REDWOOD

TABLE

4' MIN.

CLEAR

4' MIN.

CLEAR

4
'
 
M

I
N

.

C
L
E

A
R

4
'
 
M

I
N

.

C
L
E

A
R

1
4
'

REMOVE ORGANICLAYER

BEFORE PLACING AB
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NOT TO SCALE

FIBERGLASS BRIDGE DETAILS AND PHOTOS
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6X8 WOOD CRIB

FILL SLOPE

5/8" REBAR OR 3/4" PIPE

36" IN LENGTH MIN.

6X8 WOOD STEP

GRAVEL OR SOIL

BACKFILL

CLASS 2 AGG. BASE,

COMPACT TO 95% R.C. TYP.,

EXTEND 6" OUTSIDE EDGE OF

TIMBER STEP AS SHOWN

SUBBASE, COMPACT

ADJACENT 8" TO 85%

R.C. TYP.

SECTION

PLAN

#5 REBAR 42" LONG

12" TYP. SPACING

5/8 REBAR 42" LONG

COUNTERSINK 1/2" AT TOP TYP.

18"

4X8 RWD TIMBER, SPLICE

AND SECURE ENDS AS

SHOWN WITH REBAR

3
0

"

M
I
N

.

T
Y

P
.

4
"

FILL CELLS IN BETWEEN

TIMBER WITH STABILIZED

DECOMPOSE GRANITE OR

AGGREGATE BASE

8

3

V
A

R
I
E

S
 
S

E
E

 
P

L
A

N

4
8

"
 
M

I
N

.
 
L

A
N

D
I
N

G

6"

6

SOIL LEVEL, F.G.

6"

4
"

MIN.

OVERLAP

5'
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NOT TO SCALE

INTERLOCKING WOOD STEPS- TYPICAL

SECTION

NOTES:

1. REDWOOD OR PT DOUGLAS FIR TIMBER

NOT TO SCALE

INTERLOCKING WOOD STEPS- TYPICAL

PHOTOS

OBLIQUE



SIDE VIEW

FRONT VIEW

3

8

" GALVANIZED WIRE ROPE

6X6 REDWOOD CUT OCTAGON

ANCHORED IN

PLACE BY CABLE

CLAMPS

SMALL ROCK

IN BETWEEN

STEPS

LARGE

ANGULAR

ROCK ON FILL

SLOPES

13 APPROX.

7

3

1
6

"

IMPORT FILL AS

NECESSARY TO

REESTABLISH SLOPE IF

ERODED

6'X6's

CLAMP WIRE ROPE TO

6X6 REDWOOD

DEADMEN
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NOT TO SCALE

CABLE STEPS- TYPICAL

SECTION

NOTES:

1. REDWOOD OR PT DOUGLAS FIR TIMBER

PHOTOS

FRONT
SECTION

NOT TO SCALE

CABLE STEPS- TYPICAL



GOOD CONTACT BETWEEN ROCK FACES

7"- 8" RISE

GROUND ELEVATION

FOOTING DEPTH = 1/3 THE

ROCK MASS BELOW GRADE

TOP OF ROCK LEVEL OR TILTED 5%

ON ALL STEPS

GOOD CONTACT BETWEEN

ROCK FACES

8" RISE AND 15"

LANDINGS

GROUND ELEVATION

FOOTING LEVEL OR TILTED BACK INTO

SLOPE 5% MIN.

4'-0"

6'-0"

8
"

8
"

8
"

1
2
"

13"

13"

13"

8
"

8
"

8
"

STEP ROCKS

WALL ROCKS

GROUND ELEVATION

GROUND ELEVATION

STEP ROCKS

WALL ROCKS

OVERLAPPING ROCK STEPS

FOOTING EXCAVATION, DUG SO
STONES ARE TILTED BACK INTO
THE HILLSLOPE AT A MINIMUM

10% ANGLE

FOOTING EXCAVATION, DUG SO STONES
ARE TILTED BACK INTO THE HILLSLOPE AT A

MINIMUM 10% ANGLE

GOOD CONTACT

BETWEEN BOTTOM, TOP,

AND SIDES OF ROCKS

TOP OF ROCKS ARE

LEVEL FRONT TO BACK

OR ARE TILTED 5%

TOWARDS THE BACK
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