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Rancho Sofiado

Inside the Outdoors

.. outdoor education since 1974

.. administered by the Orange County
Department of Education

... aligned with California content standards
.. self-funded

.. serves students in four counties

.. educates 147,000 children annually
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INTERPRETIVE
OPPORTUNITIES

THE
VISITOR’S
EXPERIENCE

EDUCATIONAL
MISSION

Four Types of Programming

e Qutdoor Science School
o Field Trips
¢ Traveling Scientist

e Community Programs

The nexus of trail building with outdoor education
Before the 2007 Santiago Canyon Fire
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After the 2007 Santiago Canyon Fire
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Redesigning Trails

Disney Executive Volunteer Build Day

at Rancho Sofiado
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Students on Trails After the Rebuild Trails as Part of the Formal Learning

Environment — Considerations for School Groups

Distance

Activities

Group Size

Timing

Formal Education Constraints/ Curriculum
Needs

Service-Learning

Connecting Children and Their Families
to the Outdoors




Service-Learning

Purposeful—Exhibits, displays, and other media on the
trails and in the nature center support the mission of
West Coyote Hills.

Enjoyable—People seek recreation and become
enlightened in the process, not the other way around.

Relevant—We know the audience and use terms and
examples they will understand.

Organized—Exhibit, displays, and other media follow a
sequence and are guided by storylines.

Thematic—Exhibits are theme-based. Visitors can easily
grasp the message behind the subject matter.

West Coyote Hills

West Coyote Hills Mission Statement

West Coyote Hills fosters a connection
between people and nature. Its balanced plan
preserves natural open space, creates
remarkable living environments, and beckons
residents and visitors alike to be inspired by
the land, the habitats, and the far-reaching
views.
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Vision Session

Robert E. Ward Nature Preserve/West Coyote Hills sobtamar

i s ey f et Coyot Hls
1pms houmads o yeers. Fockerts

Importance of access: Spirit of the site: i Target audiences:

Keeping Track

History Station: The Lure of Qil
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The Northern Skyline

T

Nature Discovery Garden
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National initiatives and acts

No Child Left Inside Act

Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondarny Education Act

Let's Move Initiative
Let's Move Outside Initiative
Moving Outdoors in Nature Act

America’s Great Outdoors Initiative

Children & Nature Network

Natural Learning Initiative

No Child Lef IR

www.cbf.org




Elementary and Secondary Education Act

A Blueprint for Ketorm

“A complete education includes...environmental
education ” (page 25).

“A well-rounded education includes...
environmental education” (page 28).

www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/blueprint.pdf

Let's Move

www.letsmove.gov

Lessons Learned

Thought{ul planning is nonlinear
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America's Great Outdoors
Presidential Initiative

Developing a 21 Century conservation
and recreation agenda with specific
attention toward reconnecting Americans,

especially children, to nature.

Defining a community-based strategy to

protecting the nation's natural landscape.

Fully funding the Land and Water

Conservation Fund.

www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/presidential-memorandum-americas-great-outdoors

Lessons Learned

Thoughtful planning is multidisciplinary

e
visitors

exvemence

Lessons Learned

Thought{ul planning requires a
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Bellfree Contractors
www.bellfreecontractors.com

Inside the Outdoors

www.insidetheoutdoors.org

The Acorn Group

www.acorngroup.com
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