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California State Parks 
“California Explorer”  

Vehicle Day Use Annual Pass 
 

~ Terms and Conditions ~ 

 Valid for entry of one passenger vehicle with capacity of nine people or less or one motorcycle at most 
California State Park System operated units where a vehicle day use fee is collected.  Valid for 12 months 
from the month of purchase. 

 Pass holder must abide by any rules and regulations applicable to California State Parks or to the use of 
this pass, as amended from time to time.   

 This pass (photocopies not accepted) must be displayed on the rearview mirror or vehicle dashboard when 
visiting state parks that honor this pass.  To avoid theft, motorcycle pass holders should present the 
hangtag at the entrance station in exchange for a day use ticket, utilizing self-pay envelopes where no 
attendant is available.  Pass holders should be prepared to present annual pass upon request. 

 Valid any day of the week, including holidays, if space is available.  No priority will be given to pass 
holders.  State Park admittance and use are subject to available space.  Pass holders may be required to 
pay separate or additional fees. 

~ Restrictions ~ 

 The California Explorer Vehicle Day Use Annual Pass will not be honored at State Park units operated by 
federal or local government and private agencies or concessionaires.  This pass does not provide access 
to Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Areas (OHV).  

 The pass is not valid for per-person entry or tour fees (such as Hearst Simeon State Historical Monument, 
Railroad Museum, etc.), camping, boat use fees, group use or sites, special events, oversized vehicle fees, 
additional/extra vehicle fees, swimming pool fees, sanitation disposal use, or for supplemental fees. 

 This pass is not valid for resale or commercial use, industrial or business operations, including, but not 
limited to, fleet use or pooling. Pass shall not be assigned for profit and is void if misused. 

 Pass is valid unless revoked.  It cannot be used in conjunction with any other pass and/or discount, nor can 
it be copied or altered in any way.  All sales are final.  No refunds, replacements or exchanges will be made 
for any reason, including but not limited to:  loss, theft or environmental conditions such as low water 
levels, fire, park closures or inclement weather. 

Parks NOT Accepting the California Explorer Vehicle Day Use Annual Pass 

Candlestick Point SRA Leucadia SB Robert W. Crown Memorial SB 
Castaic Lake SRA Limekiln SP San Bruno Mountain SP 
Cayucos SB Mandalay SB Santa Monica SB 
Corona del Mar SB Marconi Conference Center SHP Stone Lake (Park Property) 
Dockweiler SB Moonlight SB Twin Lakes SB 
El Presidio de Santa Barbara SHP Pacifica SB Watts Towers of Simon Rodia SHP 
Kenneth Hahn SRA (Except Baldwin Hills 
Scenic Overlook) 

Placerita Canyon SP Will Rogers SB 

Lake Del Valle SRA Point Dume SB Woodland Opera House SHP 
 

Key to park classifications: 
 
SB  – State Beach SNR – State Natural Reserve 
SHM – State Historical Monument SP – State Park 
SHP – State Historic Park SRA – State Recreation Area 
 

For additional details and/or to purchase a California State Parks Vehicle Day Use Annual Pass, please visit the California 
State Parks website.  Vehicle Day Use Annual Passes are also available for purchase at many park units, and at sector or 
district offices.  Please contact individual locations in advance to confirm availability. 

California State Parks Mission 

The mission of the California Department of Parks and Recreation is to provide for the health, inspiration and education of 
the people of California by helping to preserve the state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most valued 
natural and cultural resources, and creating opportunities for high-quality outdoor recreation. 
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