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A GUIDE TO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS 
 

 
 

A DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
 

Natural History Field Trips – Programs, tours, or demonstrations relating to natural history themes are presented to school 
groups that arrange their park visit in advance. 
 
Cultural Heritage Field Trips – Students learn first-hand about California’s rich cultural heritage by visiting state historic parks. 
Tours, programs, and demonstrations are provided to school groups by park staff. 
 
Environmental Studies Programs – These offer school children a park experience that explores the interaction between people 
and their environment. Students learn about earlier cultures and lifestyles, and use this knowledge to recreate elements of the 
culture or era being studied. 
 
Environmental Living Programs – These are similar to environmental studies programs but include an overnight stay at the park. 
Both programs incorporate demonstrations, hands-on activities, and follow-up student assignments. 
 
Junior Ranger Programs – “Junior Rangers” is a statewide educational program in which children aged 7 to 12 may participate. 
The program emphasizes stewardship of park resources and connects park resource issues to global concerns. 
 
Litter-Getter Programs – “Litter-Getters” is a program that individually engages children in trash-collecting activities while it 
explains the environmental value of acting responsibly in parks. 
 
Junior Lifeguard Programs – These teach young park visitors aged 8 to 15 about water safety and aquatic natural history. 
 
PORTS – PORTS uses the power of videoconferencing and California’s K-12 High-Speed Network (HSN) to deliver live, interactive 
presentations to classrooms from parks throughout the state.  PORTS also provides fully developed units of study that furnish 
support, structure, preparation, and follow-up for these live presentations.  Learn more at www.ports.parks.ca.gov.  
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COUNTY UNIT TELEPHONE PROGRAMS COMMENTS 

Alameda Bethany Reservoir SRA (209) 599-3810           

Alameda, 
*San Joaquin Carnegie SVRA (925) 447-9027          

Alpine Grover Hot Springs SP (530) 694-2420         

Amador Indian Grinding Rock SHP (209) 296-7488         

Butte Bidwell Mansion SHP (530) 895-6144          Jr. Ranger and Natural History field trips will be 
available soon. 

Butte Lake Oroville SRA (530) 538-2219        

Butte, *Glenn Bidwell-Sacramento River 
SP (530) 342-5185          

Calaveras, 
*Tuolumne Calaveras Big Trees SP (209) 795-2334         

Colusa, 
*Glenn 

Colusa-Sacramento River 
SRA (530) 458-4927          

Contra Costa Mount Diablo SP (925) 837-2525         

Del Norte Del Norte Coast 
Redwoods SP (707) 465-7335          

Del Norte Jedediah Smith 
Redwoods SP (707) 465-7335         Also campfire programs 
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Del Norte Tolowa Dunes SP (707) 465-7335           

Del Norte, 
*Humboldt Patrick's Point SP (707) 677-3570        Hands-on activities for K-12; campfire programs 

Del Norte, 
*Humboldt 

Prairie Creek Redwoods 
SP (707) 465-7335        Campfire programs 

El Dorado D. L. Bliss SP (530) 525-9529          

El Dorado Ed Z'berg - Sugar Pine 
Point SP (530) 525-9529         

El Dorado Emerald Bay SP (530) 525-9529         

El Dorado Marshall Gold Discovery 
SHP (530) 295-2170         

El Dorado, 
*Placer Auburn SRA (530) 885-4527        Scout group fieldtrips and projects 

Offsite presentations for public and service clubs 

Fresno, 
*Madera Millerton Lake SRA (209) 822-2332          

Glenn, *Butte Bidwell-Sacramento River 
SP (530) 342-5185          

Glenn, 
*Colusa 

Colusa-Sacramento River 
SRA (530) 458-4927          

Humboldt Fort Humboldt SHP (707) 445-6567         
School living history programs 2-3 days each 
year; steam train rides once a month in spring and 
summer 

Humboldt Grizzly Creek Redwoods 
SP (707) 923-3238          

Humboldt Humboldt Lagoons SP (707) 677-3570           

Humboldt Humboldt Redwoods SP (707) 946-2409        Yearly environment fair for K-12; campfire 
programs 

Humboldt Richardson Grove SP (707) 247-3318          
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Humboldt, 
*Del Norte Patrick’s Point SP (707) 677-3570          Hands-on activities for K-12; campfire programs 

Humboldt, 
*Del Norte 

Prairie Creek Redwoods 
SP (707) 465-7335          Campfire programs 

Imperial Heber Dunes SVRA (760) 768-9373          In School Programs 

Imperial Picacho SRA (760) 393-3052         

Imperial, 
*San Diego Ocotillo Wells SVRA (760) 767-5393        In School Programs, Off-Road Pals Program, 

OHV Tours 

Imperial, 
*Riverside Salton Sea SRA (760) 393-3052          

Imperial, 
*Riverside, 
*San Diego 

Anza-Borrego Desert SP (760) 767-5311        3-day 5th grade camp 

Kern Fort Tejon SHP (661) 248-6692           

Kern Red Rock Canyon SP (661) 349-1145          

Kern Tomo-Kahni SHP (661) 946-6092           

Kern Tule Elk SNR (661) 764-6881           

Kern, *Los 
Angeles, 
*Ventura 

Hungry Valley SVRA (661) 248-7007         Spring wildflower tours, Off-Road Pals Program, 
In-School programs, special tours. 

Lake Anderson Marsh SHP (707) 279-2267          

Lake Clear Lake SP (707) 279-2267         

Los Angeles Antelope Valley California 
Poppy Reserve SNR (661) 724-1180           
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Los Angeles Antelope Valley Indian 
Museum SHP (661) 945-3055          

Los Angeles Arthur B. Ripley Desert 
Woodland SP (661) 946-6092           

Los Angeles Baldwin Hills Scenic 
Overlook (310) 558-5547          

Los Angeles Los Angeles SHP (323) 441-8819          

Los Angeles Los Encinos SHP (818) 784-4849           

Los Angeles Malibu Creek SP (310) 457-8185          

Los Angeles Malibu Lagoon SB (310) 457-8185          

Los Angeles Pío Pico SHP (562) 695-1217           

Los Angeles Santa Susana Pass SHP (818) 784-4849          

Los Angeles Topanga SP (310) 455-2465           

Los Angeles Will Rogers SHP (310) 454-8212 
x103          

Los Angeles, 
*Ventura Leo Carrillo SP (310) 457-8185         

Los Angeles, 
*Kern, 

*Ventura 
Hungry Valley SVRA (661) 248-7007        Spring wildflower tours, Off-Road Pals Program, 

In-School programs, special tours. 

Madera, 
*Fresno Millerton Lake SRA (209) 822-2332          

Marin China Camp SP (415) 456-0766         
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Marin Marconi Conference 
Center SHP (415) 663-9020          

Marin Mount Tamalpais SP (415) 388-2070          

Marin Olompali SHP (415) 892-3383          

Marin Samuel P. Taylor SP (415) 488-9897         

Marin Tomales Bay SP (415) 669-1140       

Marin, *San 
Francisco Angel Island SP (415) 435-5390      

Visitor Center, Museum. 
Natural/Cultural history programs (415) 435-5537 
ELP (415) 435-3161 

Mariposa California State Mining 
and Mineral Museum  (209) 742-7625          

Mendocino Greenwood SB (707) 961-0471         Visitor Center 

Mendocino Hendy Woods SP (707) 895-3746         Special events, Visitor Center 

Mendocino Jug Handle SNR (707) 961-0471           

Mendocino MacKerricher SP (707) 961-0471        Special events, Whale Festival, environmental 
science camps, Visitor Center 

Mendocino Manchester SP (707) 961-0471           

Mendocino Mendocino Headlands SP (707) 961-0471        
Special events, Whale Festival, Mendocino 
Heritage Days, Living History Field Trips, Visitor 
Center 

Mendocino Mendocino Woodlands SP (707) 937-5755          Week-long environmental science camps 

Mendocino Montgomery Woods SNR (707) 961-0471           

Mendocino Navarro River Redwoods 
SP (707) 961-0471           
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Mendocino Point Cabrillo Light Station 
SHP (707) 937-6122         Special events, concerts, Whale Festival, Visitor 

Center 

Mendocino Russian Gulch SP (707) 961-0471           

Mendocino Standish-Hickey SRA (707) 925-6482         Campfire programs 

Mendocino Van Damme SP (707) 961-0471         Special events, Visitor Center 

Mendocino Westport-Union Landing 
SB (707) 961-0471           

Merced George J. Hatfield SRA (209) 826-1196           

Merced Great Valley Grasslands 
SP (209) 826-1196           

Merced McConnell SRA (209) 826-1196           

Merced Pacheco SP (209) 826-6283          

Merced San Luis Reservoir SRA (209) 826-1196          

Mono Bodie SHP (760) 647-6445         Tours Summer and Fall only 

Mono Mono Lake Tufa SNR (760) 647-6331         

Monterey Andrew Molera SP (831) 667-2315         
Children’s Camp. Programs by Ventana Wildlife 
Society (831) 455-9514 ext. #3 
(www.ventanaws.org) 

Monterey Asilomar SB (831) 372-4076        Call Junior Lifeguard Coordinator at (831) 649-
7144 

Monterey Carmel River SB            

Monterey Monterey SB (831) 649-2976          Call Junior Lifeguard Coordinator at (831) 649-
7144 
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Monterey Monterey SHP (831) 649-7118           

Monterey Moss Landing SB (831) 649-2976         Programs may be offered in the future by Elkhorn 
Slough Foundation. Call (831) 649-2855 

Monterey Pfeiffer Big Sur SP (831) 667-2315         
Interpretive programs throughout the summer 
months from Memorial day through Labor Day. 
School groups and special tours by arrangement, 
call SP Interpreter at (831) 667-0528 

Monterey Point Lobos SNR (831) 624-4909          School Walks and Public Tours given by docents. 
There is a MINT (Mobile Interpretation) van. 

Monterey Point Sur SHP (831) 625-4419           

Monterey, 
*San Benito Fremont Peak SP (831) 623-4255         Astronomy Programs by FPOA (831) 623-2465  

(www.fpoa.net) 

Napa Bale Grist Mill SHP (707) 942-4575           

Napa, 
*Sonoma Bothe-Napa Valley SP (707) 942-4575           

Napa, 
*Sonoma Sugarloaf Ridge SP (707) 833-5712          Also (707) 938-5216 

Nevada Empire Mine SHP (530) 273-8522        Interactive mine yard program 

Nevada Malakoff Diggins SHP (530) 265-2740          Youth fishing event 

Nevada South Yuba River SP (530) 432-2546          

Nevada, 
*Placer Donner Memorial SP (530) 582-7892        New exhibits open 1/1/15 

Orange Bolsa Chica SB (714) 377-9073          

Orange Crystal Cove SP (949) 497-7647       
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Orange Doheny SB (949) 496-2704          

Orange Huntington SB (714) 377-9073        

Orange San Clemente SB (949) 366-8594       

Orange, 
*Riverside, 

*San 
Bernardino 

Chino Hills SP (951) 780-6222        Discovery Center 

Placer Tahoe SRA (530) 885-4527         Summer only. Operated as Skylandia Park by the 
Tahoe City Public Utility District. 

Placer, *El 
Dorado Auburn SRA (530) 885-4527        Scout group fieldtrips and projects 

Offsite presentations for public and service clubs 

Placer, 
*Nevada Donner Memorial SP (530) 582-7892        New exhibits open 1/1/15 

Plumas Plumas-Eureka SP (530) 836-2380          

Riverside California Citrus SHP (951) 780-6222        Special events 

Riverside Lake Perris SRA (951) 657-0676      In-school programs 

Riverside Mount San Jacinto SP & 
Wilderness (760) 659-2607         Pre-Junior Ranger programs, campfires 

Riverside, 
*Imperial Salton Sea SRA (619) 393-3052          

Riverside, 
*Imperial, 

*San Diego 
Anza-Borrego Desert SP (760) 767-5311        3-day 5th grade camp 

Riverside, 
*San 

Bernardino, 
*Orange 

Chino Hills SP (951) 780-6222        Discovery Center 
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Sacramento California State Capitol 
Museum (916) 324-0333        

School Groups – for reservations call 
ReserveAmerica (866) 240-4655; free admission; 
www.capitolmuseum.ca.gov 

Sacramento California State Railroad 
Museum (916) 445-7387         

School Groups/School Train/From Horses to 
Horsepower – for reservations call 
ReserveAmerica (866) 240-4655; www.csrmf.org; 
weekend excursion train rides depart hourly April-
Sept. 

Sacramento Governor's Mansion SHP (916) 323-3047         
School Groups – for reservations call 
ReserveAmerica (866) 240-4655; garden tours; 
www.parks.ca.gov/governorsmansion 

Sacramento Leland Stanford Mansion 
SHP (916) 324-0575         

School Groups – for reservations call 
ReserveAmerica (866) 240-4655; tours hourly, but 
may be cancelled for protocol events; 
www.stanfordmansion.org 

Sacramento Old Sacramento SHP (916) 445-7387         

School Groups – for reservations call 
ReserveAmerica (866) 240-4655; Emigrant Train; 
Eagle Theatre history of Sacramento; Gold Rush 
Days on Labor Day weekend; www.csrmf.org; 
Underground  Sacramento tours April-Dec. – visit 
www.historicoldsac.org for details. 

Sacramento State Indian Museum SHP (916) 324-0971         

School Groups – for reservations call 
ReserveAmerica (866) 240-4655; festivals and 
events throughout the year, including Native 
American month in November; 
www.parks.ca.gov/indianmuseum 

Sacramento Sutter's Fort SHP (916) 445-4422         

School Groups – for reservations call 
ReserveAmerica (866) 240-4655; ELP Information 
(916) 323-8112 or 
www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=25983, monthly 
events and festivals, visit www.suttersfort.org for 
details. 

Sacramento Brannan Island SRA (916) 777-6671         

Sacramento Delta Meadows Prop (916) 777-6671          Canoe trips by reservation 

Sacramento Folsom Powerhouse SHP (916) 985-4843          Group/School tours provided by reservation 

Sacramento Prairie City SVRA (916) 985-7378         Off-Road PALS Program 
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San Benito Hollister Hills SVRA (831) 637-3874         Off-Road PALS Program 

San Benito San Juan Bautista SHP (831) 623-4881           

San Benito, 
*Monterey Fremont Peak SP (831) 623-4255         Astronomy Programs by FPOA (831) 623-2465  

(www.fpoa.net) 

San 
Bernardino 

Providence Mountains 
SRA (661) 928-2586          

San 
Bernardino Silverwood Lake SRA (760) 389-2281           

San 
Bernardino 

Wildwood Canyon 
Property (951) 657-0676         Special events 

San 
Bernardino, 

*Orange, 
*Riverside 

Chino Hills SP (951) 780-6222        Discovery Center 

San Diego Cardiff SB (760) 753-5091         Tide-pool programs 

San Diego Cuyamaca Rancho SP (951) 659-2607          

San Diego Old Town San Diego SHP (619) 220-5422          Living History Programs, Educational Tours self 
guided 

San Diego Palomar Mountain SP (760) 765-0755          Underserved kids program 

San Diego San Elijo SB (760) 753-5091        School Programs, Field Trips 

San Diego San Onofre SB (949) 366-8594          

San Diego San Pasqual Battlefield 
SHP (760) 737-2201          Group/School tours by reservation.  Living History 

Programs (Oct. – June) 

San Diego Silver Strand SB (619) 435-5184      
Kayaking/College Program, Youth at Risk 
Program, Coronado Sea Camp, Campfire 
Programs, Junior Guard 
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San Diego South Carlsbad SB (760) 438-3143      
School Programs, Field Trips, Campfire 
Seasonals, Beach walks, Earth Fair Day/ Beach 
Clean-Up 

San Diego Tijuana Estuary NP POI (619) 575-3613         School Programs, Earth Day Fair / Beach Cleanup 

San Diego Torrey Pines SB (858) 755-2063          

San Diego Torrey Pines SNR (858) 755-2063          

San Diego, 
*Imperial Ocotillo Wells SVRA (760) 767-5393        In School Programs, Off-Road Pals Program, 

OHV Tours 

San Diego, 
*Imperial, 
*Riverside 

Anza-Borrego Desert SP (760) 767-5311      3-day 5th grade camp 

San 
Francisco Candlestick Point SRA (415) 671-0145         Fishing Programs 

San 
Francisco, 

*Marin 
Angel Island SP (415) 435-5390       

Visitor Center, Museum. 
Natural/Cultural history programs (415) 435-5537 
ELP (415) 435-3161 

San Joaquin Caswell Memorial SP (209) 599-3810          

San Joaquin, 
*Alameda Carnegie SVRA (925) 447-9027          

San Luis 
Obispo Estero Bluffs SP (805) 772-2694          Self-guided hikes with interpretive signage along 

trails 
San Luis 
Obispo Harmony Headlands SP (805) 772-2694          Docents are available to provide information/self-

guided hiking trails 

San Luis 
Obispo Hearst San Simeon SHM (805) 927-2020          Curriculum Focus Tours in addition to other 

guided tours 

San Luis 
Obispo Hearst San Simeon SP (805) 927-2038       Coastal Discovery Center/Docents for Elephant 

Seal Boardwalk/Campfire Talks 
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San Luis 
Obispo Los Osos Oaks SNR (805) 772-2694           

San Luis 
Obispo Montaña de Oro SP (805) 772-2694         Spooner Ranch Visitor Center/Campfire Talks 

San Luis 
Obispo Morro Bay SP (805) 772-2694        Summer Campfire Programs/Museum of Natural 

History Scheduled Talks/School Groups 

San Luis 
Obispo Morro Strand SB (805) 772-2694           

San Luis 
Obispo Oceano Dunes SVRA (805) 773-7170          School out-reach programs 

San Luis 
Obispo 

Oceano Dunes – Oso 
Flaco Lake (805) 773-7170          Education Stations sometimes available. 

San Luis 
Obispo Pismo SB (805) 773-7170          

San Luis 
Obispo 

Pismo SB – Oceano 
Campground (805) 773-7170         Summer only – Campfire programs 

San Luis 
Obispo 

Pismo SB – North Beach 
Campground (805) 773-7170         Summer only – Campfire programs 

San Luis 
Obispo 

Pismo SB – Monarch 
Butterfly Grove (805) 773-7170           

San Mateo Año Nuevo SP (650) 879-0227          
Elephant seal walks thru ReserveAmerica at 
http://anonuevo.reserveamerica.com/ or (800) 
444-4445. 

San Mateo Burleigh H. Murray Ranch 
Prop (650) 726-8819          

San Mateo Butano SP (650) 879-2040          

San Mateo Half Moon Bay SB (650) 726-8819         

San Mateo Pescadero SB (650) 879-2170          

San Mateo Pigeon Point Light Station 
SHP (650) 879-2120           
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San Mateo Point Montara Light 
Station Prop (650) 728-7177          

San Mateo Portola Redwoods SP (650) 948-9098          

San Mateo, 
*Santa Cruz Big Basin Redwoods SP (831) 338-8860          

San Mateo, 
*Santa Cruz, 
*Santa Clara 

Castle Rock SP (408) 867-2952          

Santa 
Barbara 

Chumash Painted Cave 
SHP (805) 733-3713          Rare Chumash Rock Paintings 

Santa 
Barbara El Capitán SB (805) 968-1033        Campfire programs 

Santa 
Barbara 

El Presidio de Santa 
Barbara SHP (805) 965-0093          Self-guided tours, living history 

Santa 
Barbara La Purísima Mission SHP (805) 733-3713          Guided and self-guided tours, living history 

Santa 
Barbara Refugio SB (805) 968-1033      Beginning and Advanced Kayak Tours; campfire 

programs Memorial Day through Labor Day 

Santa 
Barbara, 
*Ventura 

Carpinteria SB (805) 684-2811       Campfire programs 

Santa Clara Martial Cottle Park SRA (408) 355-2200         Self-guided trail. Program development to begin 
mid-2014; call for more information. 

Santa Clara, 
*Santa Cruz, 
*San Mateo 

Castle Rock SP (408) 867-2952          

Santa Clara, 
*Stanislaus Henry W. Coe SP (831) 779-2728       

Natural Programs provided mostly by Volunteers. 
Gilroy Hot Springs offers Cultural Tours. Jr. 
Ranger and Litter Getter offered by Staff. 

Santa Cruz Castro Adobe Prop (831) 763-7062           

Santa Cruz Henry Cowell Redwoods 
SP (831) 335-4598         
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Santa Cruz Manresa SB (831) 761-1795         Unit Closed 

Santa Cruz Natural Bridges SB (831) 423-4609          

Santa Cruz New Brighton SB (831) 464-5620         

Santa Cruz Santa Cruz Mission SHP (831) 425-5849           

Santa Cruz Seacliff SB (831) 685-6442         

Santa Cruz Sunset SB (831) 763-7062         

Santa Cruz The Forest of Nisene 
Marks SP (831) 763-7063         (831) 685-6444 for School Programs 

Santa Cruz Twin Lakes SB (831) 427-4868         Beach cleanups by Save Our Shores 

Santa Cruz Wilder Ranch SP (831) 426-0505         

Santa Cruz, 
*Monterey Zmudowski SB (831) 649-2976          Beach Garden Project, Adopt-A-Beach 

Santa Cruz, 
*San Mateo Big Basin Redwoods SP (831) 338-8860         

Santa Cruz, 
*San Mateo, 
*Santa Clara 

Castle Rock SP (408) 867-2952          

Shasta Castle Crags SP (530) 235-2684           

Shasta McArthur-Burney Falls 
Memorial SP (530) 335-2777          

Shasta Shasta SHP (530) 243-8194          
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Solano Benicia Capitol SHP (707) 745-3385           

Solano Benicia SRA (707) 745-3385           

Sonoma Armstrong Redwoods 
SNR (707) 869-2015           

Sonoma Austin Creek SRA (707) 869-2015          Campground serves Armstrong Redwoods SNR 

Sonoma Fort Ross SHP (707) 847-4777        

Sonoma Jack London SHP (707) 938-5216         Group Tour Reservations online:  
www.jacklondonpark.com 

Sonoma Petaluma Adobe SHP (707) 762-4871          
School Group Reservations call (866) 240-4655 
Environmental Living Program Reservations (707) 
762-4871, attn. Ranger Crystal Shoaf.  

Sonoma Salt Point SP (707) 847-3221          

Sonoma Sonoma SHP (707) 938-9560         School Group Reservations call (866) 240-4655 

Sonoma Sonoma Coast SP (707) 875-3483         

Sonoma, 
*Napa Sugarloaf Ridge SP (707) 833-5712         Also (707) 938-5216 

Sonoma, 
*Napa Bothe-Napa Valley SP (707) 942-4575           

Stanislaus Turlock Lake SRA (209) 874-2056         Currently managed by Land and Leisure Partners 

Stanislaus, 
*Santa Clara Henry W. Coe SP (831)779-2728         

Natural Programs provided mostly by Volunteers. 
Gilroy Hot Springs offers Cultural Tours. Jr. 
Ranger and Litter Getter offered by Staff. 

Sutter Sutter Buttes SP         
Very limited access—guided field trips by 
appointment only, through Bidwell-Sacramento 
River State Park: (530) 342-5185. 
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Tehama William B. Ide Adobe SHP (530) 529-8599        
ESP entitled "Life in the 1850's". Cultural History 
Field Trips are limited and provided when staff is 
available. 

Trinity Weaverville Joss House 
SHP (530) 623-5284           

Tulare Colonel Allensworth SHP (661) 849-3433          Night tours 

Tuolumne Railtown 1897 SHP (209) 984-3953         
Roundhouse tours offered daily; Steam Excursion 
train hourly on weekends (April-Oct); special 
spring and holiday-themed trains; festivals/events 
throughout the year; www.railtown1897.org  

Tuolumne Columbia SHP (209) 532-3184         

Tuolumne, 
*Calaveras Calaveras Big Trees SP (209) 795-2334         

Ventura McGrath SB (805) 544-1850       Currently closed; may reopen spring 2014. 

Ventura Point Mugu SP (310) 457-8185         

Ventura San Buenaventura SB (805) 544-1850          

Ventura, *Los 
Angeles Leo Carrillo SP (310) 457-8185         

Ventura, 
*Santa 
Barbara 

Carpinteria SB (805) 684-2811       Campfires 

Ventura, 
*Kern, *Los 

Angeles 
Hungry Valley SVRA (661) 248-7007        Spring wildflower tours, Off-Road Pals Program, 

In-School programs, special tours. 

Yolo Woodland Opera House 
SHP (530) 666-9617         

Operated by Woodland Opera House Guild, 
www.woodlandoperahouse.org; call 530-666-9617 
for guided tours, school outreach program and 
production schedule. 

 


