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 Free Memorial Day Admission at State Parks for 
Veterans, Active and Reserve Military Personnel  

 
SACRAMENTO Calif. — California State Parks will honor men and women who have served or 
are serving in the Armed Forces this Memorial Day by offering free admission at participating 
state parks. 
 
“This free day not only honors Armed Forces and veterans for their service and sacrifice to our 
country, but it also gives them the opportunity to enjoy California’s amazing, diverse and 
wonderful parks and explore their history and beauty,” said Lisa Mangat, Director of California 
State Parks. 
 
Participating state parks include 133 parks that are accessible with the “Surf Explorer” Annual 
Pass, plus eight State Vehicular Recreation Areas (SVRAs), as well as the California State 
Railroad Museum in Sacramento.  
 
Veterans, active duty, and reserve military personnel must show a valid military I.D. or proof of 
honorable discharge (e.g.: signed copy of DD214 From), in order to receive free admission.  
 
The free admission is part of AB 150 (Olsen), signed by Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. last 
year, which authorizes California State Parks to offer veterans, active duty or reserve military 
personnel for the United States Armed Forces and the National Guard of any state a reduced 
or free day use at participating California state parks.  
 
California State Parks will also offer free admission for active duty or reserve military and 
veterans on Veterans Day, November 11, 2015. 
 
The department also has a free “Distinguished Veteran Pass” for honorably discharged war 
veterans who are residents of California, prisoners of war or recipients of the Medal of Honor.  
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To view requirements and to find out how to apply for this pass, please visit California State 
Park’s website at www.parks.ca.gov.  
 

### 
 
For more than two years, California has been dealing with the effects of drought. To learn about all the 
actions the state has taken to manage our water system and cope with the impacts of the drought, visit 
Drought.CA.Gov. 
 
Every Californian should take steps to conserve water. Find out how at SaveOurWater.com 

 
 
Subscribe to California State Parks News via e-mail at info@parks.ca.gov or via RSS feed.  
 
California State Parks Mission 
To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by helping to preserve 
the state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and cultural resources, 
and creating opportunities for high quality outdoor recreation.  
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