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California State Parks Begins 150
th

 Anniversary Year with 
New Year’s Day Hikes  

 
SACRAMENTO, CA.—This New Year’s Day 2014, California State Parks will commemorate our 150th 
Anniversary with several First Day Hikes planned across the state.  On Wednesday January 1, 2014, 
thirty-one (31) state parks will offer 38 different hikes, including hikes in the redwoods, the deserts and 
along the coast and beaches, as well as a paddle hike, and other activities.   
 
The First Day Hikes coincide with State Parks sesquicentennial anniversary year, and they are a 
signature event designed to offer visitors the opportunity to connect to their parks and nature for 
recreation and to promote a healthy lifestyle.  First Day Hikes are guided by State Parks staff and 
volunteers.   
 
“This is an exciting time for State Parks, and we want to connect people to their parks, and make the 
First Day Hikes an annual family tradition for our visitors,” said Major General Anthony L. Jackson, 
USMC (Ret.), Director of California State Parks.  “State Parks belong to the people California.  For 150 
years, California State Parks has been a leader in the conservation and preservation of our natural and 
cultural resources, and our mission is to offer quality recreation opportunities for the whole family.” 
 
This is the third year California has participated in the First Day Hikes.  Last year, there were over 700 
hikes across the nation, with more than 22,000 visitors participating, a 6,000 increase over 2012.  The 
following parks will be participating in First Day Hikes: 
 

 Anderson Marsh State Historic Park 

 Anza Borrego Desert State Park 

 Auburn State Recreation Area  

 Big Basin State Park 

 Burleigh Murray Ranch State Park 

 Carnegie State Vehicle Recreation Area 

 Carpinteria State Beach 

 Colonel Allensworth State Historic Park 

 Crystal Cove State Park 

 Folsom Powerhouse State Historic Park 

 Folsom State Recreation Area 

 Henry Cowell State Park 

 Humboldt Lagoons State Park  
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