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State Parks to Reopen Camping in Big Sur 
 

BIG SUR - Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park will re-open for camping on July 25, 2008.  The 

State Parks in Big Sur were closed recently as fire from the Basin Complex Fire moved through 

the Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park, Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park and Andrew Molera State Park 

during different phases of the Basin Complex Fire.  Refunds for campers who had reserved 

campsites in Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park Campground had been authorized up until July 24, 

2008.  While there are still significant areas of these parks closed because of fire damage, the 

majority of the visitor serving facilities were untouched by the fires.  Valley View Trail in Pfeiffer 

Big Sur on the east side of Highway One and the trails on the west side of Highway 1 will be 

open to the public as well as The Big Sur Lodge, the campground and the swimming holes 

within the campground.     

Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park will re-open the small parking area and the Waterfall Trail 

from the parking area to the overlook.  All other park facilities east of Highway 1 will remain 

closed.  “Ninety percent of our visitation to this park is due to this trail and the beauty it provides 

with the view of the waterfall and the Pacific Ocean,” said Mat Fuzie, District Superintendent of 

California State Parks Monterey District.   Park facilities west of Highway 1 in Julia Pfeiffer 

Burns State Park will be open.       

Andrew Molera State Park has served as the fire camp and Incident Command for the 

Basin Complex Fire and is still serving in that capacity but to a much smaller extent.  “We are 

opening Andrew Molera as the fire response teams leave and allow us to open the park back to 

the public.  The Day Use Parking Area is open as well, as are some of the trails to the beach on 

the west side of the Big Sur River” stated Fuzie. 



 2

“These parks are important to the community and the people of California,”  Fuzie said.  

“We feel the essence of these parks is intact and opening them to the public at this time with 

the measures we have taken is the best course of action given our mission to provide quality 

outdoor recreation opportunities for the People of California”.     

The State Parks department has issued a temporary closure order for those areas of the 

parks that are unsafe or off limits due to the impacts of the fire.  Failure to obey the closure 

order is a misdemeanor violation punishable by fine or jail time.  “It is very important for people 

to pay attention to the closure order for their safety and the safety of others, “ Fuzie said.  “The 

firefighters and our employees did a wonderful job protecting the resources, but make no 

mistake, fire did come through here and there is good reason for these closures.”  The trails 

that are to remain closed were damaged beyond immediate repair with tree hazards and 

ground stability issues associated with the damage.  We expect to open the closed areas as 

repairs can be made. “ 

Maps of the closure areas and the posted order will be given to every camper as they 

enter Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park and will be posted throughout all of the parks in Big Sur.   

For information contact State Parks Big Sur Sector office (831) 667-2315 
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