Itars are an important part of the celebration of
Dia de los Mnertos, a holiday that blends teaditions

from Pre-Hispanic religions of the New World and
Catholicism. The altars in the park reflect our historic time
pertod and today. The hastone altacs can be fouad in the
following omsenms: Casa de Estudille, Machado v Silvas, and
Casza AMachadeo v Stewart. The modern examples are displayed
i the El Fandango Restanrant and Fiesta de Feryes stoves.
Photogeaphs, paintings, or sketches of the person(s) the
altar 15 dedicated to are
traditional elements.
Howerer, each
altar will also
reflect a
zpecific region
and economic
standing of the
famuly. The altar
15 nmnally three
tiers and coversd
in papel picade (colorful
tissne paper).
The colocs used
symbolize ideas about
life and deatl.
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BElack: Pre-Hispanic religions and the land of the dead
Purple: Pain, mffering, gref, and monoing
Pink: Celebration
Whate: Puaty and hope
Yellow/Orange: Mangold, san, and light
Bed: Christiansty, the blood of Jesus, indigenons
pecple, and the life blood of hnmans and animals
The first level of the altar has four candles placed at the
Cardinal pownts (north, south, east, and west) to call spirits
from all poiats. The two small votrre candles represent faith
and hope.
The three sknlls on the second level represent the tondty
O the third level, a large pictare of our Lady Guadalupe,
the mother of the Gorer of Life, and the basic needs of Life
are displayed:
Water - To guench thirst and for punification
Salt: - to season food and for purification
Bread - to represent the food needed for survival
Also displaved in this asea are favorste foods, sweets,
drinks, and harvest fimuts for each fam:ly spict along with
personal wems of the deceased, such as tovs, honsehold saints,
serapes, and gourds for carrming water, The fresh cut lowers
svimbalize the brevity of life.




Traditions of Dia de los Muertos

Dia de los Muertos 15 a holiday with a complex
history and fusion of old traditions. This view of
desth started with Aleso-American ouliures more
than 3,000 vears ago. Meso-Amenecans believed that
during this time of the yvear, the boundanes that
separate the liring and the dead weaken and that the
deceased can visit the limng The natives vewed the
next world as the continmation of life, as a eycle. To

then, life was a dream and
only in death did they become
truly awake.

The holiday 1=
traditionally celebrated
on Movember 1st and
2nd. The chservance
varies by region and

alzo by the degree

of nrbanization. In
the small towas of
AMexico, a candlelight
procession to the
cemetery i3 held by
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most of the families on the eve of the celebration. At
the gravesites family members spruce up the gravesite,
decorate £ with flowers and enjoy a picnie. Offerings
are bronght to the graves and inchade the favorite
foods, beverages, toys, and personal belongings of the
departed so that they might enjor them agamn. Famuly
members spend the night at the cemetery and share
the memory of their dearly deceased by telling storses
abont them

A Time of Many Remembrances

Cictober 3lst and MNovember 1st & 2ad aze
important times of remembrance for many enltures.
I Celtic conatries Oetober 3st was MNew YWear's Eve,
called Sombain, a time for honoring departed heroes,
tanuly, and foends and greeting the MNew Year with
the sunrise on November 1st. So widespread was this
onstom that Christians adopted the celebsation as the
Feast of All Zaints. Dia de los Muertos retains the
ancieqit celebration of the contimiance of Life and love
tor those who have gone before ns. Oaly nmch later
did this prehistoric celebration become the Halloween

of jack-o-lanterns, scary horors, and tock-oc-treating, (4
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