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ltars are an important part of the celebration of
A Dia de los hinerrtos, a holiday that blends traditions
from Pre-Hispanse relimons of the New Wodd and
Catholicizm. The altars in the pack reflect onr historic nme
period and today. The historse alars can be found in the
following mmsenms: Casa de Esmdillo, Machado v Sulvas, and
Casa Machado v Stewart. The modern examples are displayed
in the El Fandango Restansant and Fiesta de Reves stoges
Photographs, pauntings, or sketches of the person(z) the
almar s dedecated o are
tradirional elements.
However, each
{‘::_{ alrar wrill also

;i“ ﬁ\; reflecta

specific regon

and ecomomec
standing of the
family. The altar
1z nznally theese
tiers and coversd
mn papel picado (colocnl]
tsIne paper).
The colors used
, symbalize ideas abour
¥ life and death.

Dia de los hlnertos 15 a holiday with a complex
history and fusion of old traditons. This view of
death started with hisso-American eultnres more
than 3,000 vears ago. Meso-Americans believed thar
ducng this time of the vear, the bonndanes that
separate the living and the dead veaken and that the
deceased can vt the lming. The nanves mewed the
next world as the continnation of life, as a cyele. To

them, l:fe was 2 deeam and
anly in death did ther become
truly awake.
‘The holiday 1=
: tradimonally celebrated
on ovember 15t and
2nd. The chservance
raries by regon and
alzo by the degree
\\]Df nchanization. In
the small towns of
Mexico, 2 candlelighs
procestod to the
cemetert 15 held by

Black: Pre-Hispamie relipmons and the land of the dead
Purple: Pan, suffering, grief, and mournmg
Pink Celshration
White: Pucity and hope
Wellowr/Orange: Maripold, sun, and Lghs
Red: Chostiamity, the blood of Jesus, mdigenons
people, and the life blood of lmmans and anumals
The first level of the altar has fous candles placed ar the
Cardinal pounts (north, south, east, and west) to call sparrs
from all pounrs. The toro small votire candles represent fath
and hope.
The three sknlls on the second level represent the toimry
On the theed level, a larpe pretnge of our Lady Guadalupe,
the mother of the Guver of Life, and the basc needs of life
are dizplared:
Water - To quench thirst and for pusnfication
Salt - to season food and for punfication
Bread - to represent the food needed for surromal
Also displaved i thas area are favonre foods, sweets,
dronks, and harvest foairs for each famaly spint along with
personal stems of the deceased, such as tovs, honsehold saints,
serapes, and goneds for carcving water. The fresh cus flowers
stmbalize the brevar of life.

most of the families on the eve of the celebmation. At |
the graveutes fanuly membess sprce np the graveste,
decoate it with Scwers and enjor 2 picnic. Offecngs
are hyomphr vo the graves and inclnde the favorite
foods, beverages, vors, and personal belonrings of the
departed so that they meght enyor them agam. Famuly
members spend the nighr ar the cemetery and share

the memosy of their dearly deceased by telling stones
abour them.

A Time of Many Remembrances

Derober 3lst and MNovember 15t 8 2nd are
1mportant times of emembrance for many cultnzes.
In Celtic comntries Oetoher 315t was MNew Year's Eve,
called Sembaiv, a time for honorme departed heroes,
fanuly, and friends and greeting the MNew Tear with
the sunnse on November Ist. 5o videspread was thas
enstom that Christians adopted the celebration as the
Feast of All Saints. Dia de los Muertos retasns the
ancisns celebranon of the conmmance of life and [owe
fot those who have pone befose ns. Only mnch larer
ded thus prebestonie celebration become the Halloween

L

of jack-o-lanterns, scary horrors, and trck-or-treating. |
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