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n 1875 one
Californio sefiorita
was headstrong
enough to defy her
father’s wishes and marry her
sweetheart. Father Antonio
Ubach performed the marriage
while the groom’s uncle Julio
Osuna and his wife, Josefa
Crosthwaite, served as witnesses.
The bride’s parents did not
attend.
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The newlyweds were 24 year

old Juan Maria Matias Marron,
and Lorenza Serrano, age 20.
Considering that some Californio
ladies like Arcadia Bandini
married as early as age 14, they
were not that young. He was the
son of Silvestre Marron and the
deceased Leonora Osuna. She

—$ was the daughter of José Antonio
Serrano, known as Don Tonito,
and Maria de las Nieves Aguilar.
The Serranos, Aguilars, Marrons,
and Osunas were well-known in
Old Town San Diego.
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An 1875 diary of Judge
Benjamin Hayes, whose
deceased second wife was the
bride’s older sister, tells more

of the story. It even includes a
letter in Spanish written by Judge
Hayes at the request of Don
Tonito and his daughter Lorenza
to the intended groom. The letter
states that it was the wish of

her father to not let her marry at
the present time (en el presente
tiempo). The next day the young
man called on Judge Hayes, who
lived next door to the Serranos,
and asked for a personal
interview with Lorenza. Don
Tonito had already refused him.
Acting as intermediary, Judge
Hayes called on Miss Lorenza.
The diary records that she said,
“The letter was sufficient; that
she did not wish to marry without
the consent of her parents.”

That evening there was a baile
or dance at the Casa de Serrano.
The next day, July 17, Judge
Hayes writes, “This morning
every thing more favorable to
the wedding of Lorenza. Don
Tonito finds it useless to resist
the will of the young lady, and
consents, or rather yields. The
priest has been advised. She told
me last night, that she wished to
be married at 4 pm.” Then Judge
Hayes relates that her wedding
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dress was brought to her by Julio
Osuna at 2 pm. Hayes’ young
daughter is quoted as saying,
“Oh, it is very pretty!” And the
wedding was performed about 6
pm at the church.

The diary goes on to say that
after the wedding they took
rooms at the Seeley House
(Cosmopolitan Hotel) in Old
Town. Sadly, Hayes writes
that “none of the family were
present.”

Two days later the wedding
party, consisting of the bride
and groom, the groom’s sister
Felipa and her fiancé Chauncey
Hayes (Judge Hayes’son), and
José Maria Estudillo and his wife
Maria de la Luz Marrén, left
the Cosmopolitan Hotel for the
groom’s home on Rancho Agua
Hedionda.

Did Don Tonito forgive his
daughter? She was his youngest
daughter and the last to marry.
His daughters Rosa and Adelaida
had died as young women.
Californios had strong family
ties. Undoubtedly the issues
were resolved. Juan and Lorenza
were married until his death

in 1924. Lorenza became the
mother of nine. She died in 1950.
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