' SAN PASQUAL BATTLEFIELD

VOLUNTEER IN THE PARKS

You are invited to join the Volunteer in the Parks (VI P) program. Cabifornia State Park Volonteers support
San Pasqual Battlefield State Histone Pack in many ways. We are engrently looking for volunteers to help
with school presentations at the park, demonstrate hustone skills on the fArst Sunday of each month, host
the mmsenm desk and help with office tasks. If yon are interested i learning more about the Battle of San
Pasqual and shanng that knowledge with park wisstors, we need you!

For more information, please call San Pasqual Battlefield S.H.P 5taff at 760.737.2201.
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3an Pazqual Bartlefield Volunteer Association
Witman Ranch
Joe Lopes
Lt Col Charles Waterhounse TSLIC
San Pasqual Band MNawwre Amernicans
Staff & Volwmteers
Ben Cneva




THE HISTORY OF
THE BATTLE OF SAN PASQUAL

12 Battle of 5San Pasqual took place on

December 6, 1846 between the United States

forces led by Bogadier General Stephen W0
Kearny and Californios led by Major Andees Proo
Thas hattle was only one of the nulitary enconnters m
Californz m the US -Alemean War, but it proved to be
the bloodiest and the cuoe with the most coatrovessial
outcome.

To conguer Califormia for the Unsted States, the
Army of the West had marched :n June 1546 from
Fort Leavenworth, in what 15 now Fansas, across the
sonthern desert where ther endired the lack of water,
lack of food, and poor condition of theiwr cawvaley
ONMILS.

A few days out of Santa Fe, in what 15 now New
Mexmico, Bagadier General Fearny recerred erroneons
word that California was in American hands and all

as secowe on the Pacific Coast.

Because of this ausinformation, he sent tao-thicds
of his men back to Santa Fe and contimmed westwad

with & force of 100 men. The eastward scont Fat
Carson was pressed mto service as a gude for the
army troops as they progressed onwrard.

The journey acooss the barren desest took its toll
on the men and their mounts. When they fnally
encamped at Santa Mana (now Ramona) on the mght
of December 5, 1546, ther were hnagry, exhansted,
and stiff from the cold and ram.

MNearhy, & Calformo force, led by Alsjor Andres

Pico, had encamped at the MNatrre Amencan pushlo
of 5an Pasqual News of the Cabfornios’ presence
was brought to Bogadier General Fearny, who sent
a mighthime reconnaissance patrol to wmvestigate the
Califormos’ camp. Unfortunately, the presence of
the patrol became known becanse of noises if made.
Alerted to the possibdlity of attack, the Califormios
prepared for battle.

At dawn on a cold, miny December Gth, the TS
Troops rode over the hills betwreen Zanta Aans [now
Famona) and San Pasqual to face the Califfornios in
the valley belom:

In the resulting battle, the Cabiformos’ lances proved
to be an overwhelming advrantage over the TS troops”
short swords and ofles with dampened gunpowder
Eighteen soldiers were killed durmg the battle; three
others died later of wounds, and one missing in schon.
Pico reported that only one Califormio was killed. Ths
fignre 15 controvessial.

That might, the T3, forces buried their dead, bound
1p their wonaded, then tried to conbrme to San Diego

the next morning. They were stopped mst past Rancho
San Bewnardo at what came to be called Jnle HLll (st
above Lake Hodges). There they were besieged by the
Califormos natil the monmng of December 11th when
addtional troops acrived from San Diego to rescue
them. The Cakfornios departed when they sighted the
L5, relief column.

The Army of the West, wonnded and bedmggled,
finally reached San Diego on December 12, 1544,
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