
  NOVEMBER 2014      
      INTERPRETIVE  ACTIVITIES    
  
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
UNLESS NOTED, ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE AND HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER  

(OPEN EVERY DAY 9 AM to 5 PM). 
 DENOTES PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 

ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 
DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. 

 

Saturday, November 1, 2014 

10:00 a.m. Walk  – Desert Drug Store                45 Minutes 

Join Certified Interpretive Guide Abby Barker to discover the Native American drugstore, the 

creosote bush..  This is an easy walk around the visitor center garden.  If the weather is too bad or 

hot, Abby will do a power point program in the Discovery Lab. 

 

1:00 p.m. Book Signing--Desert Bighorn Sheep: Wilderness Icon   2 Hours 

In celebration of the publication of their beautiful book, Desert Bighorn Sheep: Wilderness Icon, 

the book’s author, Mark Jorgensen, and photographer, Jeff Young, will be on hand to answer 

questions and to sign copies of the book. Anza-Borrego Desert State Park Visitor Center, in the 

Discovery Lab. 

 

7:30 p.m. Campfire-  – Bats of Borrego and Beyond     1 Hour 

 Bats are in the air, everywhere! Find out why these mysterious night flyers are disappearing and 

how you can help protect them. Meet Ranger Jeri at the Borrego Palm Canyon Campfire Center.  

 

 

Sunday, November 2, 2014 
8:00 a.m. Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon             3 Hours 

Volunteer Naturalist Dan Leidecker will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 

bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for him in his volunteer vest as you 

hike to the palm oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 

 

10:00 a.m. Walk  – Those Amazing Desert Plants! 

 Explore the Visitor Center Garden with Park Interpreter Sally Theriault and discover some of the 

unique strategies that help plants survive here. Meet in front of the Visitor Center. 

 

Friday through Sunday, November 7-9, 2014 

Celebrating the Wonder of Wilderness: Colorado Desert Natural History Symposium 

Lizards, quail, bighorn sheep, pollination ecology . . . learn from the experts in their fields! 

Educational sessions and field trips will help you discover more about our great desert. Join Anza-

Borrego Foundation for a weekend devoted to current natural history research here in our beautiful 

Colorado Desert region. There will be a poster display at the Welcome Reception, a full day of lectures on 

various current research projects by field experts, a banquet dinner and plenty of time to learn about the 

natural history of our fragile desert. Visit www.theabf.org or call Ashley at ABF for more details or to 

register: 760-767-0446, ext 1003. 

http://www.theabf.org/
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Saturday, November 8  
8:30 a.m. Hike – Behind the Ghost Mtn Story: Facts, Fabrications, and Embellishments 3 Hours 

Experience the Marshal South  story on this trek up Ghost Mountain with Volunteer Naturalist Dan 

Leidecker. The hike is steep but relatively short (one mile up, one mile down) and offers a glimpse 

into the family’s life on this remote mountain top. Bring water, a snack, hat and sturdy footwear. 

Meet at the entrance to Blair Valley, about a 45 minute drive from the Visitor Center. 
 

9:00 a.m. Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon             3 Hours 

Volunteer Naturalist Bonnie Clapp will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 

bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for her in her volunteer vest as you 

hike to the palm oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 
 

1:00 p.m. Walk  –  Desert Scents        1 Hour 

Follow your nose and discover the natural wonders of the desert environment.  Join Certified 

Interpretive Guide Abby Barker on this easy walk around the Visitor Center Garden. 
 

7:30 p.m. Campfire Program  – Owls: The Eyes into Your Culture   1 Hour 

Ranger D.L. Stephen takes you on a journey exploring why owls are important to numerous cultures. 

This program is for the young and those who will always stay young, bringing a different 

perspective to the birds of the night as we look into the different roles owls have in various cultures. 

Meet at Borrego Palm Canyon Campfire Center. 

 

Sunday, November 9  
8:00 a.m. Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon             3 Hours 

Volunteer Naturalist Dan Leidecker will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 

bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for him in his volunteer vest as you 

hike to the palm oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 
 

11:00 a.m. Walk  – Those Amazing Desert Plants! 

 Explore the Visitor Center Garden with Park Interpreter Sally Theriault and discover some of the 

unique strategies that help plants survive here. Meet in front of the Visitor Center. 

 

Thursday, November 13, 2014 
11:00 a.m. Display  - Bighorn Sheep and Mountain Lions    2 Hours 

Volunteer Naturalist Bonnie Clapp will be stationed in the Visitor Center Garden greeting visitors 

and answering questions about her display of photos, horns, pelts, scat and other objects associated 

with our desert bighorn sheep and mountain lions. This is not a formal presentation; feel free to drop 

by anytime between 11 AM and 1PM for a visit with Bonnie! 
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Friday, November 14, 2014 
8:00 a.m. Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon             3 Hours 

Volunteer Naturalist Ann Keenan will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 

bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for her in her volunteer vest as you 

hike to the palm oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 

 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 
11:00 a.m. Walk  – Welcome to the Desert      45 Minutes 

Allow 45 minutes for this easy walk that introduces you to the plants and animals of the desert.  

Meet Interpretive Guide Abby Barker at the Visitor Center entrance. 

 

11:30 p.m. Volunteer Program Host Training      4.5 Hours 

Anza-Borrego Foundation is looking for Program Hosts to help with our field programs, lectures 

and a few of our multi-day classes. New and experienced Program Hosts are encouraged to attend, 

as there will be new information and lunch! Contact Ashley at ABF for more information or to sign 

up: Ashley@theabf.org or 760-767-0446, ext. 1003. 

 

7:30 p.m.  – Campfire  – Ranger Encounters!               1 Hour 

Join Ranger Don Strampfer to explore the multitude of remarkable experiences a Ranger might 

encounter while patrolling Anza-Borrego Desert State Park’s great expanses! Meet at the Borrego 

Palm Canyon Campfire Center.  P.S.  Campfire songs are always a possibility. 

 

Sunday, November 16, 2014 
7:30 a.m. Walk - Bird Walk          1.5 Hours 

Join Volunteer Naturalist Ann Keenan for a walk around the Visitor Center 

vicinity looking for the common birds of our desert. All birding levels welcome.  

Meet in the Visitor Center parking lot. Please bring binoculars.  Rain cancels. 

 

8:00 a.m. Grapevine Canyon Bike Ride     5 Hours 

This 14-mile strenuous mountain bike ride, led by Jim Roller and Gary Haldeman, takes you 

through Grapevine Canyon and ends at Tamarisk Grove Campground. The specific route for this 

largely downhill ride will be based on the riding experience of participants. $20 ($10 ABF 

members). Contact Ashley for more information or to sign up: Ashley@theabf.org; 760-767-0446.  

 

9:00 a.m. Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon            3 Hours 

Volunteer Naturalist Bonnie Clapp will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 

bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for her in her volunteer vest as you 

hike to the palm oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 

mailto:Ashley@theabf.org
mailto:Ashley@theabf.org
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Monday, November 17, 2014 
10:00 a.m. Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon             2 Hours 

Volunteer Naturalist Aleese Golding will be roaming the Alternate Trail in Borrego Palm Canyon 

searching for bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for her in her 

volunteer vest as you hike to the palm oasis.  NOTE: This is not a guided hike. 

 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 
11:00 a.m. Display  - Bighorn Sheep and Mountain Lions    2 Hours 

Volunteer Naturalist Bonnie Clapp will be stationed in the Visitor Center Garden greeting visitors 

and answering questions about her display of photos, horns, pelts, scat and other objects associated 

with our desert bighorn sheep and mountain lions. This is not a formal presentation; feel free to drop 

by anytime between 11 AM and 1PM for a visit with Bonnie! 

 

2:00 p.m. Talk – Colorado Desert Archaeological Society    1 Hour 

Come enjoy a talk sponsored by CDAS on a topic relevant to archaeology in the Anza-Borrego area. 

Feel free to stay for the monthly meeting of CDAS, which will be held in the Discovery Lab at the 

Visitor Center, and the public is invited.  

 

 

Friday, November 21, 2014 
3:00 p.m. Photo Safari with Paul Johnson       2 Days 

Join us for an expedition to photograph some of the unique and beautiful places along the western 

edge of Anza-Borrego. For this trip we will visit the slopes of the San Ysidro and Laguna 

Mountains and the valleys and canyons at the base of those mountains. Optional classroom 

sessions are Fri, Nov 21 (3–5 p.m. & 6:30–8 p.m.), and the field portion is Sat, Nov 22, 7 a.m.–5 

p.m. $85 / $75 for ABF Members. Contact Ashley at ABF for more information or to register: 

Ashley@theabf.org or 760-767-0446, ext. 1003. 

 

7:30 p.m. Talk – Enjoy Anza-Borrego’s Dark Night Sky!    1.5 Hours 

Summer nights are perfect for Stargazing at the Visitor Center!  Explore 

constellations, search for planets, and learn about the importance of dark skies 

everywhere. Bring a chair or blanket to sit on, binoculars if you have them (you’ll be 

amazed at the view!), and flashlight (red lens is preferable, to preserve night vision). 

Telescope viewing if weather permits. 

 

 

mailto:Ashley@theabf.org
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Saturday, November 22, 2014 
10:00 a.m. Hikes and Hops at Mountain Palm Springs     6 Hours 

Join ABF and Modern Hiker for a special collaborative Hikes & Hops! For the first time we are 

headed to the southern area of the Park, making transportation easier for our San Diego friends. 

Mountain Palm Springs features several groves of the native California fan palm, as well as a grove 

of the rare elephant tree. This easy-to-moderate hike, led by Scott Turner (Modern Hiker blogger 

for San Diego and Orange Counties), will visit several palm groves tucked into serene oases. $15 ($10 for 

ABF members). Contact Ashley at ABF for more information or to register: Ashley@theabf.org or 760-767-

0446, ext. 1003. 

 
 

2:00 p.m. Walk  – Hardy Desert Survivors –                 45 Minutes 
Join Certified Interpretive Guide Abby Barker for a power point program in the Discovery Lab as 

she introduces you to some unique and amazing hardy desert survivors- the desert plants and 

discusses how the ingenious Native Americans used desert plants for their food, clothing, shelter, 

and medicine.  

 
 

7:30 p.m. Campfire  – Who are the Creatures in Your Neighborhood  1 Hour 

 Diurnal, Nocturnal, Desert Life 

 Relies on temperature to make livin’ right! 

 Come to campfire with Ranger Steve 

 Learn things about Desert Creatures you won’t believe! 

 

Meet Ranger Steve at the Campfire Center in Borrego Palm Canyon campground. 

 

mailto:Ashley@theabf.org
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Sunday, November 23, 2014 
1:00 p.m. Walk  – Those Amazing Desert Plants!     45 Minutes  

Explore the Visitor Center Garden with Park Interpreter Sally Theriault and discover some of the 

unique strategies that help plants survive here. Meet in front of the Visitor Center. 

 
Thursday, November 27, 2014 
11:00 a.m. – Junior Rangers                  45 Minutes 

Special program for children ages 7-12.  Discover secrets of the desert environment.  Sign up at the 

Visitor Center as space is limited. 

 
 

Friday, November 28, 2014 
8:00 a.m. Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon            3 Hours 

Volunteer Naturalist Ann Keenan will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 

bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for her in her volunteer vest as you 

hike to the palm oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 

 
 

9:00 a.m. Sixth Annual Botany Festival Native Plant Sale All Day 

A wide variety of plants native to our desert will be for sale, starting Friday morning and continuing 

on Saturday as long as the plants last! Front patio at the Visitor Center. 

 

11:00 a.m. – Junior Rangers        45 Minutes 
Special program for children ages 7-12.  Discover secrets of the desert environment.  Sign up at the 

Visitor Center as space is limited. 
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Saturday, November 29, 2014 
7:30 a.m. Walk - Bird Walk          1.5 Hours 

Join Volunteer Naturalist Ann Keenan for a walk around the Visitor Center 

vicinity looking for the common birds of our desert. All birding levels welcome.  

Meet in the Visitor Center parking lot. Please bring binoculars.  Rain cancels 

 

9:00 a.m. Sixth Annual Botany Festival Native Plant Sale Until Plants are Gone 

A wide variety of plants native to our desert will be for sale, as long as they last! 

 

10:00 a.m. -  - Sixth Annual Botany Festival Lecture      1 Hour 

Gregg Rubin, landscape designer, will unveil his secrets about how to emulate a desert setting in the 

home environment in a talk in the Discovery Lab.  He will focus on design, plant selection, set-up, 

installation, maintenance and efficient irrigation.  His presentation starts at 10 a.m.  Admission is 

free, and the public is invited.  After his talk there will be a brief plant walk in the VC garden to talk 

about adaptations desert plants make to survive in a harsh and forbidding environment. 

 

2:00 p.m. – Junior Rangers                    45 Minutes 
Special program for children ages 7-12.  Discover secrets of the desert environment.  Sign up at the 

Visitor Center as space is limited. 

 
7:30 p.m. Campfire Program  – Owls: The Eyes into Your Culture   1 Hour 

Ranger D.L. Stephen takes you on a journey exploring why owls are important to numerous cultures. 

This program is for the young and those who will always stay young, bringing a different 

perspective to the birds of the night as we look into the different roles owls have in various cultures. 

Meet at Borrego Palm Canyon Campfire Center. 

 

Saturday-Sunday, November 29-30, 2014 
Night to Light Photography Weekend at the Yurts     2 Days 

Join noted night-sky photographer Dennis Mammana at the yurts in Borrego Palm Canyon 

(Saturday, November 29, 4:30-7 pm) as he demonstrates the basics of capturing the night sky with 

your camera. After an evening of learning to photograph the night sky, this class will offer a 

daytime opportunity (Sunday, November 30, 5:45 am to 1 pm) to learn to photograph the transition 

from night to day with photographer Paul Johnson. $105 / $95 for ABF Members. 

Contact Ashley at ABF for more information or to register: Ashley@theabf.org or 760-767-0446, ext. 1003. 

mailto:Ashley@theabf.org
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DESERT SAFETY 

 
 Carry water AND drink it 

Saving your water for the hike back has led to death in Anza-Borrego.  Drink plenty of water before you 

leave home, while you hike, and on the return route.  If you feel thirsty, it is already too late. Drink lots 

of water and drink often. 

  

 Make sure your vehicle is desert-ready. 
Equip your vehicle for the desert.  You should always carry extra water, a shade tarp, a shovel, a tire 

pump, and extra food. 

 

 Prepare yourself. 
In addition to carrying water, you should have protective clothing, sunscreen, a hat, a good map, food 

and a first aid kit which includes a comb and tweezers. 

 

 Have a plan. 
Leave all your trip information with a friend.  Tell him/her your destination, the route you intend to 

follow, your expected return time, a description of your vehicle with license plate number, and the time 

by which he/she should notify park authorities in case you do not return. 

 

 Do not split up the group 
Stay together.  Never leave anyone behind to rest. 

 

 Leave snakes alone. 
Many venomous snakes live in the desert.  If you threaten them, they may strike.  It is illegal to harass, 

catch, or kill any snake within Anza-Borrego.  If bitten, remain calm and seek immediate medical 

attention. 

 

 When emergencies happen … 
Stop.  Stay calm.  Seek shelter.  If you are with your vehicle, remain there; do not leave it.  Signal with 

mirrors, white cloth, whistle (three short blasts on a whistle, pause, then three more, repeat frequently), 

and put your hood up. It is much easier to find a vehicle in the desert than a person!!! 


