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Anderson Marsh State Historic Park to hold  

Fourth Annual New Year’s Day Walk as Part of 
the National “First Day Hikes” Program 

 
Anderson Marsh State Historic Park will offer a choice of two different free, guided nature 
walks beginning at noon on New Year’s Day as part of America's State Parks First Day 
Hikes initiative.  The First Day Hikes offer individuals and families an opportunity to begin 
the New Year rejuvenating and connecting with the outdoors by taking a healthy hike on 
Sunday, January 1, 2017 at a state park close to home.  First Day Hikes offer a great 
way to get outside, exercise, enjoy nature and welcome the New Year with friends and 
family.  There will be two different routes to choose from.  Both hikes will begin at noon. 
 
The hike on the McVicar Trail will pass through oak woodlands, along the edge of the 
aquatic habitat of Anderson Marsh and end up at the gravel beach on Clear Lake across 
from Indian Island.  This will be a leisurely walk that will begin a noon and cover about 
7 ¾ miles of mainly flat terrain. The walk should take between 3 and 4 hours, depending 
on how many times the group stops to admire what we see along the way.  
 
The shorter hike will include parts of the Cache Creek, Marsh and Ridge Trails.  This 3½ 
mile loop will include the Cache Creek riparian habitat, the Anderson Flats grasslands   
and the oak woodlands on Lewis Ridge.  The hike will pass by an Acorn Woodpecker 
granary tree and a vernal pool.  This shorter hike will take between 2 and 2 ½ hrs. 
 
Participants on both walks are welcome to walk part way and make an early return at 
their own pace.  The exact routes that will be followed may have to be adjusted, 
depending on the weather and how wet the ground is on January 1st.   
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According to Park Docent Henry Bornstein, who will lead the walks along with Docents Gae 
Henry, Lisa Wilson and Tom McFarling, “This is a fabulous opportunity to experience the 
Anderson Marsh Natural Preserve, with the walks scheduled to experience many of the 
environments contained within the park, including:  Oak woodlands; grasslands; willow 
swamp/Tule marsh and willow-cottonwood riparian habitats; a vernal pool, the creek and the 
lake.  Let’s get outside on New Year’s Day and share what we know about the geology and 
history of the area, and the flora, birds and other wildlife that we encounter on the walk.” 
 
Participants should bring water and snacks and binoculars if they have them, and a hat 
for protection against the weather.  Sturdy shoes that can handle a little mud are 
recommended.  Heavy rain will cancel the walk.  Anderson Marsh State Historic Park is 
located on Hwy 53, between Lower Lake and Clearlake. For more information about the 
walk, email info@andersonmarsh.org or call (707) 995-2658 
  

#### 
 
 
About California’s Drought 
California has been dealing with the effects of drought. To learn about all the actions the state has 
taken to manage our water system and cope with the impacts of the drought, visit Drought.CA.Gov. 
 
Every Californian should take steps to conserve water at home, at work and even when recreating 
outdoors. Find out how at SaveOurWater.com 
 
California State Parks Mission 
To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by helping to preserve 
the state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and cultural resources, 
and creating opportunities for high quality outdoor recreation.  
 
Subscribe to California State Parks News via e-mail at info@parks.ca.gov or via RSS feed. 

 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/
https://twitter.com/CAStateParks
http://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaStateParks
mailto:info@andersonmarsh.org
http://ca.gov/drought/
http://www.saveourwater.com/
mailto:info@parks.ca.gov
http://feeds.feedburner.com/CaliforniaStateParks?format=xml

	CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
	Divisions of Boating and Waterways, Historic Preservation and Off-Highway Vehicles
	Anderson Marsh State Historic Park to hold  Fourth Annual New Year’s Day Walk as Part of the National “First Day Hikes” Program
	Anderson Marsh State Historic Park will offer a choice of two different free, guided nature walks beginning at noon on New Year’s Day as part of America's State Parks First Day Hikes initiative.  The First Day Hikes offer individuals and families an o...
	The hike on the McVicar Trail will pass through oak woodlands, along the edge of the aquatic habitat of Anderson Marsh and end up at the gravel beach on Clear Lake across from Indian Island.  This will be a leisurely walk that will begin a noon and co...
	The shorter hike will include parts of the Cache Creek, Marsh and Ridge Trails.  This 3½ mile loop will include the Cache Creek riparian habitat, the Anderson Flats grasslands   and the oak woodlands on Lewis Ridge.  The hike will pass by an Acorn Woo...
	Participants on both walks are welcome to walk part way and make an early return at their own pace.  The exact routes that will be followed may have to be adjusted, depending on the weather and how wet the ground is on January 1st.
	Participants should bring water and snacks and binoculars if they have them, and a hat for protection against the weather.  Sturdy shoes that can handle a little mud are recommended.  Heavy rain will cancel the walk.  Anderson Marsh State Historic Par...
	####


