HOME Current Info  Heritage  Membership  Contact Us  Retirees  Governance Newsletter

Al S

]
“
i

CSPRA Honorary California State Park Ranger -2008 Back to List

Henry F. Trione

http://www.cspra.com/heritage/hon/trione.htmlI[5/24/2016 4:07:49 PM]

CSPRA is proud to name Henry F. Trione as its selection to
receive the highest honor the Association can bestow, the

Honorary California State Park Ranger award.

Mr. Trione became interested in the preservation of California
State Parks through Joe Long (Longs Drugs) as founding
members of the California State Parks Foundation. They both
shared a love of the outdoors, and had a particular interest in
the preservation of open space and wetlands. Henry’s
commitment to parks is demonstrated by his support to both

fund and obtain funding for projects and programs.

Henry was born in Humboldt County, the son of an Italian
immigrant baker. He started a mortgage company in Sonoma
County after World War II, building an enterprise that took
him into success with the banking industry, as well as timber

and wine making.

One of the more spectacular results of Henry’s efforts was the
creation of Annabel State Park in Sonoma County. Henry and
his friend, Joe Long, put together a consortium of private and
state foundation funds to acquire land for Annabel State Park.
Later, Henry, with the Sonoma County Trail Blazers, provided
a 3.1-mile wooded trail in Annabel State Park which was
dedicated to the founder of the equestrian group, Warren
Richardson. Henry continues to support Annabel in his recent

contribution to the Annabel Visitor Center project.

He worked as a Chairman for the State Parks Foundation, to
provide a visitor center at Fort Ross State Historic Park. He has
helped financially to acquire land, save historical sites and
build interpretive centers throughout the State. His
involvement included the Old Bale Grist Mill restoration,
Stagecoach Hill azalea preserve, Hermann Mansion, Coming
Home to California educational program, restoration of Jack

London’s cottage, Colorado House at Old Town San Diego,
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Santa Rosa power broker, philanthropist Henry Trione dies at 94 | The Press Democrat

GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT | February 12, 2015

Henry F. Trione, a small-town baker’s son with a Midas p—
i - King's Nursery
touch who amassed a fortune while becoming Sonoma VOTED BEST NURSERY
County’s leading postwar power broker, died Thursday I . DL S &. .

morning at the age of 94.

See an interactive timeline of Trione's life and generosity

Few could have foreseen the wealth, influence and
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philanthropy that would follow the young Navy veteran who et b T
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arrived in Santa Rosa in 1947 and began writing VISIT US ONLINE?»

mortgages from a cubbyhole downtown. Trione would
parlay that first company into a stake that at one time made him the largest individual stockholder in

Wells Fargo, until he was eclipsed by Warren Buffett and Walter Annenberg.

Trione, a shrewd financier who attributed much of his success to good luck and good timing, went on
to make successive fortunes that mirrored the evolution of the North Coast with his investments in

timber, real estate, banking and wine.

A Catholic, Republican and rugged outdoorsman, Trione left an enduring mark on the landscape as
well, most notably in putting together the deal that created Annadel State Park in eastern Santa

Rosa. Through donations — often anonymous — and persuasion, he put the touch on others in his
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Santa Rosa power broker, philanthropist Henry Trione dies at 94 | The Press Democrat

circle, deciding which causes warranted support.

“Henry was truly a Renaissance Californian who leaves an immeasurable legacy across Northern
California and beyond,” said John Stumpf, chairman and CEO of Wells Fargo. “From his work in the
arts and education to his dedication to community service and the environment, Henry always led

with his heart.”

Victor Trione of Santa Rosa described his father as “a community icon, elder statesman,

consummate benefactor and, on a personal level, devoted father, mentor and best friend.”

“Henry lived his last few months with the same courage, mental toughness and positive spirit that

carried him through his previous 94-plus years,” Victor Trione said.

Henry Trione was diagnosed with cancer in late November and declined medical treatment, his

family said. He died at his Santa Rosa home.

In an era when the local social and economic establishment was dominated by a small group of
businessmen and bankers, Trione was the prince. But his demeanor was unfailingly modest.
Despite the polo ponies and world travels that came later, he never forgot growing up as the son of

a baker in the Humboldt County town of Fortuna.

His net worth and significant contributions to charity are Welcome First
both difficult to assess, and he was never one to flaunt his Student drivers!
.--""H_'_.__ £
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achievements. He remained steadfastly tight-lipped when

asked to describe the extent of his donations to charitable

causes and community projects. “That’s not significant,”

he said in a 1998 interview.

A short, stocky man with a patrician nose and penetrating LS abEL yEe S e Santiie

dark eyes, Trione casually dismissed his motivation for L

giving away chunks of his fortune with a quip: “There are

no luggage racks on a hearse.”

Trione also downplayed the business acumen that piled one successful venture upon another.
“Wealth comes from the growth of the economy,” he said. “Good times make heroes out of very

lucky people.”
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His achievements have become part of the backdrop of Sonoma County, none greater than 5,000-
acre Annadel State Park, which Trione spent more than $1 million to save from becoming a housing

development in the 1970s.

“He’s a totally vibrant human being,” said Caryl Hart, county regional parks director. “An iconic figure

who helped make Sonoma County what it is today.”

| Sinewalie Sy
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When the state put Annadel on a park closure list in 2012, Trione quickly put up $100,000 that
helped keep it open for a year under county administration, said Hart, a former chairwoman of the

state Parks and Recreation Commission. “He completely loved that park,” she said.

Mark Trione said his father's commitment to preserving Annadel typified his ability “to put his

personal interests aside for the sake of the community. He was very forward-thinking.”

Henry Trione was the sole survivor of a small fraternity of
civic leaders, including savings and loan executive J. STORE CLOSING
Ralph Stone, bankers Jim Keegan and Charles Reinking Moving to Rohnert Park

_ _ EVERYTHING MUST GO!
and lumber company owner Elie Destruel — men Trione

referred to in later years as the “old bulls” — who charted M o“
NE ITEM AT REG. PRICE*

Santa Rosa’s pro-growth postwar course in an era of ‘restrictions apply

L)
minimal government restrictions well before the rise of the (Be ]}erlys
environmental movement. Beverly Fabries — Coddingtown

more info »

They transformed Santa Rosa from a town where ranchers

drove cattle through the streets into a regional hub for trade, finance, education and entertainment.

“Some people might say Henry was a major catalyst for the transition,” said Gaye LeBaron, a Press

Democrat columnist who shared Trione’s rural Humboldt County roots.

“Henry was in a class by himself,” said Ken Blackman, Santa Rosa’s city manager for 30 years until
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Santa Rosa power broker, philanthropist Henry Trione dies at 94 | The Press Democrat

his retirement in 2000. “Henry stands alone as someone who always wanted to give back to the

community.”

Plagues and certificates attesting to his good deeds are so Related Stories

numerous that many rest on the floor of his spacious living
room, but they don’t cover the many times Trione made
personal loans to businessmen in distress, even when he

knew the prospect of repayment was slim.

“l often asked myself as | got older, are we going to have
people like this in the future, or was he part of an age that

may not be repeated?” Blackman mused.

Born in 1920, less than two years after the end of World
War I, Trione grew up in Humboldt County, fishing in the
Eel River and riding horseback in the redwoods. His
father, an Italian immigrant, owned a bakery in Fortuna,
and Trione sold hot dogs at the Humboldt County Fair for

spending money during the Great Depression.

He played trumpet in the marching band and violin in the
orchestra at Fortuna High School, where he also set
county records as a sprinter on the track team. He
attended the University of San Francisco and Humboldt
State College and graduated from UC Berkeley in 1941,
taking his last exam on Dec. 8, the day after the Japanese

bombed Pearl Harbor.

Trione went right from the campus to war, serving as
supply officer for a PT boat squadron in the Aleutian
Islands and later at Alameda. A turning point in his life
came in 1946, as he sat for three hours on a park bench
In San Francisco, contemplating his future at the age of

26.
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Henry Trione: 1920-2015

Henry Trione
1920-2015

Entrepreneur and
philanthropist Henry Trione
the last of city's power
brokers
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There were fears at the time that the nation would slip
back into the hard times of the 1930s and Trione
considered the possibility that his Navy lieutenant’s

commission would be the key to a stable future. His instincts said no.

“l was oriented to private enterprise,” Trione said in a 2011 interview, recalling his fateful decision to
leave the service and pursue his real calling. After training in the home mortgage loan business,
Trione intended to return to Humboldt County, but it offered scant economic prospects in 1947. He

was diverted instead to Santa Rosa, then a city of 15,000.

“No one in their wildest imaginations could foresee in the late '40s what would happen here,” he said

in 1998.

But Trione must have had an inkling of the impending economic swell that would boost the city’s
population more than tenfold to 170,000 today. The Golden Gate Bridge had opened a few years
before the war, linking Sonoma County to the Bay Area. Land for new homes around Santa Rosa

was cheap, with vast forests of redwood available to build them.

Trione’s first enterprise, Sonoma Mortgage Corp., started
in a small office on the fourth floor of the Rosenberg
Building with a rented desk, chair and typewriter. He
offered 4 percent home loans when the going rate at

banks was 6 percent.

The now-famous anecdote is that when Trione went to The
Press Democrat to take out an advertisement for his
interest rate, advertising manager Paul Johnson
demanded cash in advance. Seven years later, Sonoma

Mortgage had 140 employees, more than the newspaper at that time.
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As new subdivisions and shopping centers sprouted in prune and apple orchards, Santa Rosa’s
population swelled by more than 13,000 in the 1950s, growing more than it had in the previous half-

century.

By the early 1960s, Trione was searching for a source of more capital, just as Wells Fargo Bank was
intent on boosting its mortgage loan operation, Trione wrote in his self-published autobiography,
“Footprints of the Baker Boy,” released last year. Their union was facilitated by Jim Keegan,

manager of the bank’s Santa Rosa branch and Trione’s closest friend and fishing buddy.

The merger in 1968 involved a $10.6 million stock transfer, making Trione the bank’s largest
individual stockholder, a distinction he held until Warren Buffett of Berkshire Hathaway and
Ambassador Walter Annenberg both made larger investments in the bank. Trione also became a
senior vice president and then a Wells Fargo board member, a position he held until 1990, when he

reached the compulsory retirement age.

“Henry was passionate and energetic and we owe him a debt of gratitude for his many contributions
to Wells Fargo,” said Stumpf, the CEO.

In 1963, Trione became a part owner of Molalla Forest

Products, which had a lumber mill in Cloverdale, 33,000
acres of timberland and a booming business in providing
lumber for the 1,500-square-foot tract homes going up in

Santa Rosa.

The company expanded its holdings considerably, until
Trione and his partner, Jim Laier, merged Molalla into
Masonite Corp. in 1970, following the Trione trademark of
building a local business and selling it to a major player in

the same industry.

At age 63, he started on that course again, buying Geyser Peak Winery from the Schlitz Brewing Co.
for $20 million in 1983. Trione took control of the struggling company, invested heavily in improving
the quality of the wines, and sold the winery and Geyser Peak brand to the conglomerate Fortune
Brands for $100 million in 1998.

Trione’s sons, Victor and Mark, opened Trione Winery in Geyserville in 2008 and began producing
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red and white wines in the $20- to $70-a-bottle range. His granddaughter, Denise Trione Hicks,
became marketing director, and while politely ignoring her granddad’s advice also rebuffed his query

about how many free cases of wine would come with his official designation as a “consultant.”

”

“None,” she said, according to Trione’s autobiography. “You pay like the rest of us do.
“So | pay,” Trione wrote.

His $50,000 investment in a fledgling pro football team in
an untried league in 1960 netted Trione three Super Bowl
rings, as the Oakland Raiders won a trio of world
championships before the late Al Davis moved the team
to Los Angeles in 1982, prompting Trione to sell his
shares to Davis for $1.86 million. It was a “good profit,” he
wrote, but “peanuts compared to what pro football

franchises are worth now.”
But another payoff lay ahead.

As his personal fortunes swelled, Trione’s philanthropy began changing the landscape — or
preserving it, in the case of the 5,000-acre property surrounding Lake llsanjo. Trione and his hunting
buddy, Joe Long of Long’s Drugs, assembled the $5 million package that saved the picturesque

property on Santa Rosa’s eastern flank, creating Annadel State Park.

The deal turned in large part on Trione’s ability to secure an option on the land from Wayne Valley, a
San Leandro builder who had proposed a 5,000-lot development called Santa Rosa Lakes. Trione

and Valley both had been founding investors in the Raiders.

Trione put more than $1 million into the Annadel deal, and worked with Long, the newly organized

California State Parks Foundation and local citizens to complete the $5 million park acquisition in
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1969. Victor and Mark purchased a 400-acre portion of the property, which was turned into the Wild
Oak subdivision, along with a polo field.

An avid polo player for 35 years, Trione built his home — with an all-redwood interior and a
commanding view of the Valley of the Moon — on the hillside above the club, adjacent to Annadel.

A massive stone hearth was made of cobblestone from the park.

“He was connected to the park for life,” said Hart, who called the scenic acreage, a haven for hikers,
cyclists and horseback riders, Trione’s legacy. Hart and Trione are both honorary state park

rangers, an award that came with a broad-brimmed felt hat that became one of the philanthropist’'s
favorites.

Trione donated $50,000 in the 1970s to set up the move of
the former post office from its A Street corner to a site on

Seventh Street, where it became the Sonoma County

Museum.

He assembled the group of donors, dubbed “Henry’s
Angels,” who purchased the former Christian Life Center
on the northern edge of Santa Rosa along Highway 101
for $4.5 million cash in a bankruptcy court bidding war in
1981. Today it is the Wells Fargo Center for the

Performing Arts, a major entertainment venue.

The angels included Stone, retailer Benny Friedman, developer Hugh Codding and his wife, Nell,

businessman Robert Kerr and Press Democrat publisher Evert Person and his wife, Ruth, all
movers and shakers in their own right.

Trione consistently said his proudest achievement was founding Empire College, originally started in
the former Bank of America building on Old Courthouse Square. When the bank moved out in 1961,
Trione bought the building and immediately gilded the top of the clock tower.

Mary Thurman, who owned an employment agency, suggested that the city needed a new business

school, so Trione established it and made Thurman the president. The college prospered, and a law
school was added in 1973.
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Roy Hurd, president and CEO of Empire College, said that Trione’s “vision of giving back to the
community” is embedded in the programs of the college’s business and law schools, which have
produced more than 10,000 graduates. Most of those graduates have gone to work in the county

and have collectively earned an estimated $1 billion, Hurd said.

Trione supported dozens of nonprofit groups, including
Social Advocates for Youth, United Way, the Boy Scouts,
the Volunteer Center of Sonoma County, Sonoma County
Community Foundation, Catholic Charities, the Salvation
Army, the 4-H Foundation and Ducks Unlimited. His
donations supported Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, the
Green Music Center at Sonoma State University and a
fund to buy musical instruments for Sonoma County

schools.

He paid to transport the Fortuna High School band to the 50th anniversary of the Golden Gate
Bridge in 1987, recalling that he marched as a member of the same band during the span’s 1937

opening.

Trione is not alone among Sonoma County’s wealthy philanthropists, but he is distinct in one regard:
His name is not on any of the facilities he financed. “He never sought recognition for anything,”

Blackman said.

In a 1999 millennium observance by The Press Democrat, Trione was named one of the 50 people
who shaped Sonoma County’s 20th century. The story said: “He is the spiritual leader of the
county’s wealthy and well-connected, giving the blessing necessary for the upper crust to get behind

a community project, charity or politician.”

Former Santa Rosa Bishop Daniel Walsh said he turned to Trione for help shortly after arriving in the

scandal-plagued and financially crippled Catholic diocese in 2000. Trione “stepped right up” with

http://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/2503216-181/santa-rosa-power-broker-philanthropist?gallery=4991973 &artslide=0[5/25/2016 3:46:03 PM]



Santa Rosa power broker, philanthropist Henry Trione dies at 94 | The Press Democrat

money and advice, Walsh said, and urged others to contribute to a fundraising campaign that

stabilized the diocese that covers more than 40 parishes from Petaluma to the Oregon border.

“He is an extraordinary individual,” said Walsh, now a parish priest at St. Anne’s Church in San

Francisco, who visited an ailing Trione one month before his death.

A trail ride on a ranch near Yorkville in Mendocino County nearly killed the veteran equestrian at age
69, when Trione’s 1,200-pound horse slipped off a trail and rolled onto him in a creekbed. Trione
wound up at Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital with a broken neck, 12 broken ribs and a gash that

required 90 stitches and left a permanent scar on his forehead.

Advised of his injuries, Trione’s characteristic humor
emerged. “A broken neck, huh?” he said. “That’s probably

not gonna help my golf game.”

Mark Trione said that from an early age he and his brother
enjoyed a relationship with their father as if they were
three brothers. “We called him Henry, not dad,” Mark said,
recalling their experiences hunting, traveling and later

playing polo together.

Their relationship was based on “love and respect,” Mark said, adding that “irreverence ruled the

day. He was the biggest tease in the world.”

As adults, Mark said that he and Victor were schooled in business simply by watching their father in

action. “It was like Business 101 from one of the best guys I've ever heard about,” Mark said.

Trione met his first wife, Madelyne, when she was a WAVE assigned to be his aide at a Navy base in
Alameda at the end of World War Il. They married in 1946, and Trione said a half-century later that

Madelyne had “been with me every step of the way.”
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She died in 2002.
Trione and his second wife, the former Eileen Ryan, married in 2006.

Survivors, in addition to his wife and sons, are his daughters-in-law Cathy and Karen Trione, five

grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.

A public celebration of Trione’s life will be held at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday at the Wells Fargo Center in

Santa Rosa.

You can reach Staff Writer Guy Kovner at 521-5457 or guy.kovner@pressdemaocrat.com. On Twitter

@guykovner.
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The park that private enterprise built

by Verna Mays, Editor

W cll, Tused to run Annadel Farms as a kind of club. I

could sleep 65 there — had a dormitory next to my
house, and we'd have these parties with 65 or even 100... for
three days.”

Joe Coney’s memories of Annadel in its heyday conjure
up scenes of moneyed pastoral decadence that rival Tarah
before the Civil War, “lust like the filthy rich,” you might
say. And "Just like the filthy rich,” has been tossed, more or
less verbatim, at the man whose contributions of $450,000
made Annadel a state park ~- to gel a 5,000-acre “"backyard
for horseback riding and fishing,”

That, by any stretch of the imagination, would be an

r B N o -

extravagant pesture. The kind of sell-indulgence more
conceivable in a nouveau richg oil prince than a Santa Rosa
financier. And yet no one has paid more than reluctant fip-
service to the moltivations of Henry Trione, just as no ane
recalls the philanthropy of Joc Coney. In many ways,
Annadel has been a park for the people for halfa century.
And, Annadel is a state park today because people willed
it. Truly a product of private enterprise, it is literally “living
proof” that peaple, working as individuals, in groups, and
through corporate structures can work financial miracles,
The agonizing process of its acquisition into the state park
system showed free enterprise working at its upper limits,
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Annadel’s history, however, is far from pure. Fortunes
were made and lost on this stretch of Sonoma Mountains,
and more than one dream shattered,

Annadel:
The beginnings

It began, of course, with the people - not “owned” but
shared and lived on by aboriginals who evolved into two
groups, the Southern Pomo and the Wappos.

Before them were only the elements: earth disgorging
itselt in cataclysmic eruptions, spewing lava across its
shuddering surface, and fiery gases to the skies. The result,
evident today after more than two million years, is the rich
undulating hill country baked to powder and flint — under
the fine red soil there is volcanic rack pocketed with gas
holes, ashy vitric tuff settled from the atmosphere, and
glassy black obsidian formed by rapidly cooled lava.

Like the back of a growth-stunted dinosaur, Annadel
stretches its rumpled backbone in the midst of a giant herd
— the Sonoma Mountains — Dennett Peak, at 1887 feel
elevation, to the south; Hood Mountain, 2,227 feet, to the
east, and ex-volcano Mt. St. Helena to the north.
Surraunding this herd of gentle giants, the valleys of Bennet:
and Rincon and the Valley of the Moon bound the present
park on three sides, o

. By the time aborigines reached the area, trees now calledd
Douglas firs, black oaks and redwoods had gained a 20,000-
year foothold. Winter rains encouraged grasses, evergreens,
manzanita, and the thorny, tangled foot-discouraging
complex of shrubs known as chaparral. Adapting to the up
and down, steep and flat terrain, the flora arranged itself
into oak woodlands, coastal prairies and evergreen forests
later complexified still further by human interference.

Hardly interfering at all, the region’s Native Americans
wandered in small family-linked bands in search of foed,
More gatherers than hunters, they followed the abundance
of acorns, tubers, manzanita berries, ferns, leaves and
clover, never settling too far from freshwater streams or
creeks, But animal protein was always available, from deer,
elk, bear and mountain lion as well as rabbits, squirrels,
wood rats, quail, woodpeckers, waterfowl| and even
grasshoppers. For weapons, the Indians made spears, knives
and arrowheads of animal bones, antlers, wood or absidian,

Little inclined toward war, the Pomo and Wappas ap-
parently coexisted and even traded with each other, except
where the prized obsidian quarries were concerned. Qver
these stores of black treasure there was sporadic fighting
with possession changing hands several times, until the
Wappas moved on to larger obsidian quarries in present-
day Napa County,

Little is left of the Native American presence except an
occasional chipped arrowhead and a few esoteric place
names. Among them, perhaps, Los Guilicos,

In what may have been the first Spanish contact with the
Wappo tribe in 1823, Padre Amoroso visited one of the few
Wappo villages, which its citizens called something like
"Wilikos.” It became “Guilucos” in Spanish, historians
theorize, because there is no “w” in the Spanish language.

Mexican Governor Juan B. Alvarado granted the 18,833-
acre tract to weaithy sea captain John Wilson in 1837,
probably in consideration of his marriage to the widow
Maria Ramona Carrillo de Pacheco, whose family ties to
Mexico's “ruling class” were strong,.

In 1849, just a year before California became a state,
Wilson sold Los Guilucos. to Scottish gold rusher William
Hood and merchant-painter Wiiliam Pettit, having spent






Ringed with trees or unfolding in waves to
distant peaks, prairies sweep through Annadel.
A black-tailed deer (left) grazes among
multitudes of flowers suffusing the golder grass
and brightening the webs of chapparal.
Abovve and clockwise, June finds California

buckeye thrusting skyward, Mariposa lilies .
tucked in the grass, earth reclaiming the strength
of a shattered oak, scarlet fritillary seed pods
nodding on slender stalks, and mint in
fragrant bloon.
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more time pursuing the lucrative sea
otter trade than cuitivating his rancho.
In 1856 Hood assumed control of the
entire estaté, only to lose nearly 90

percent of it later, by bits and pieces,
to squatters.

C(/'—q CUIZ'IQUC GRCSI‘EI‘L'H'HQI‘ But in the meantime Hood tumed

the huge rancho into a profitable farm,
raising fruits, wine grapes and
livestock. Los Guilicos {the "u” had
become an “i” from a surveyor's error)
was, for a period, a true Tarah for the
‘Hoods, with the 29-room mansion
Hood built for his young bride the site
of lavish parties that would un-
* Entertainment Nightly doubtedly pale Joe Coney’s.

* Reservations Accepted By the 1870s, Hood's Eolrtur}es had
reversed, with a combination of

droughts, ravaging insects and a
“killing " frost” crippling him finan-
cially. Aside from the land lost to
squatters, he found himself selling off
parcels and mortgaging his last 1,800
acres to the San Francisco Savings
Society,

Sometime before the 1872 drought
which virtually wiped out local cattle

Lunches Monday thru Friday from 11:30 am to 3:00 pm

Saturday 12:00to 3:00 pm s
, . ) ranchers, Hood sold 3,676 acres on the
Dinners Monday thru Friday 5 pm to 10 pm southwest side, and the land passed in

Sunday Brunch from 10:30 am to 2:30 pm ' 1871 to Samuel J. Hutchinson, an Irish-

106 Matheson st. Healdshurg, Californit « (207)433-7203 o | P immigeany

During the Hutchinson era, several
. forces outside the area changed the
land's use and development., By the
1880s, the demand for quarry stone to
- : : pave San Francisco's streets had en-
couraged the establishment of huge
quarries in the Sonoma Mountains,
and the Southern Pacific Railway built
a line from Qakland through the
Sonoma Valley to Santa Rosa. North-
ward bound, the trains carried city
- passengers to resorts. Laden with
cobblestones and fruit, the trains
headed south again, past stations
called Los Guilicos, Annadel and
Melita.
Quarrying only increased the
availability of prime agricultural land,
and fruits — grapes, prunes, apricots,
peaches, oranges and nectarines —
remained profitable long after the
paving stone industry crumbled.
~~Hutchinson had crected a farmhouse
on the valley floor near the midpoint of
his land’s northern boundary and
leased out the ranch’'s many quarries,
known together as "Hutchinson's
Quarry,” to contractors, Hutchinson
himself raised sheep and cattle, in-
troduced hops to the farm, and even
built a fa¥lSTy where he made Swiss
cheese. ' o

t is, apparently, from the name of
Hutchinson's  first  daughter  that
“Annadel” derives. "Annie's dell” was
the family name for tReir nouse and the
valley, or dell, in which'it sat, and the
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Lake Hsarnjo beckons like an oasis
to hikers and riders from Marsh
Trail (above). At itsshore,

a dragonfly skims the rippled

5

e e T =N ] surface, moving like a swift bird in

a miniature forest of reeds.
And below, dusty riders refresh
thewmselves and their mounts in the
lake, stepping warily on the
slippery, rock-strewn lake battom,




name..caught on. Henry Bolle, who had
built a winery east of the ranch, named ANNIVERSRARY
it Annacel Winery and, in 1888, the SALF
Southern Pacific station closest to the o °
Hutchinson house became Annadel 15% - 50% UFF

Station during August only

After Samuel Hutchinson's death his Lamps, Shades, Clocks, REGEN(‘\Y
soni Thomas ran the ranch for 17 years, Mircors, Oriental Rugs, ¥
then leased it to a succession’ of tenants Chandeliers, Tapeslries,

Track lights &
everything

LAMPS
Number Nine Fourth Street

Petzluma 763-8822
Much More Than A Lamp Store

as he became involved in other pur-
suils. A resident of Santa Rosa, he
became one of its most active citizens,
serving on the board of Exchange Bank e——————
for 20 years and on the Sonoma
Counly Board of Supervisars for four
years. As a supervisor, he was largely
responsible for the establishment of
Fremont Park on Fourth Street, joining
with other Santa Rosans to loan money
forits construction..

A bachelor, Hutchinson had no
children to inherit the ranch, and in the
early 1930s ict it be known that he was

0
interested in selling it. And that's new horﬂzons

where Joe Coney camein. advertising

Annadel:
The Coney era

Eighty-five-year-old Joe Coney is the
stuff American myths are made of.
According to his brother Herb Coney,
he began his career as “the youngest
naval architect in World War | in
charge of destroyer construction,”

He went on to build a worldwide
fleet of oil tankers, piling up assets.for
Hillcone Steamship Company, which
he founded with Stanley Hiller, Sr., of
Hiller Helicopters, that included gold,
tungsten and silver mines, more lead
and silver deposits, and later, perlite
deposits on Annadel Farms. On his
own, Coney built a real estate empire
that featured 3.5 million acres of
glacier-studded, mineral-rich land in
the Andes,

Intellectually ravenous, com-
pulsively ambitious and tough as a pit
bull, he forged through life seizing
every moment by lhe teeth.
‘Tremendous fortunes and staggering
losses marked his path; devious
schemes and grandiose dreams led him
on,

Annadel was such a dreamn. In the
late 1920s, hobnobbing with friends Ed
Sheldon (owner of Kenwood Farms
and oil magnate), Walcott Durbrow
{attorney for Southern DPacifie
Railway} and Rudolph  Sprickles
(financier, says Coney, of “the graft
trials in San Francisco™), he heard that
Hutchinson wanted to sell his ranch.
At the time Coney was in his 30s and
only moderately wealthy.

Coney made a walking tour of the

T

————adveértising schedules ——
commercial writing
consulting
————commercial photography —§
' graphics ¢ logo design
promotions
public relations
~radio and television ——{
production

52321211

Seplember 1979 Sonoma Business 41




For commercial refrigeration and complets appliance and
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property, he recalls, “until my tongue
was hanging out.” After a few hunting’
trips with Hutchinson, Coney was
hooked, but told Hutchinson he
couldn’t “afford the $177,000 ranch.
Hutchinson, however, gave him a
generous 10 years to pay, says Coney.
“But,” he adds, “I began doing well and
paid it off in three years.”

By the time Coney took over An-
nadel in 1934 the acfeage had dwindled
to a mere 3,200, But the IRk Fad Fardly
dried on the bill B sale when CBrgy
began  adding adjacent “property
starting with the 640-acr¢” Wymore
land, he went on {o_more ambitigus
purchases, including the Summerfield
property {]. "] Summerlield was
Sonoma  County's first professional
livestock veterinarian, according to
John Futini, whose Sonoma State thesis
provided much information): the
Anderson _land and the Carley land,
bringine Annadel to 8000 acres,

Coney says he never di
what Annadel meant, though he must
have heard the “Annie's dell" in-
terpretation.  But, since  Annadel
Station was close to the home ranch
house, and he liked the name, he
adopted it, adding “Farms” because he
intended to raise purebred sharthern
catile_there, and most of “the com-
petition” in the Midwest, he'd noted,
called themselves "Farms.”

Shorthorns  were only one -of
Coney's dreams for Annadel Farms.
Dreams which would not necessarily
enrich him, but would, he fervently
hoped, make him more successful and
more famous in field after field,

But the shorthorns came first,
followed by black Angus, possibly
because his friend Ed Sheldon was
already breeding prize-winners. With
characteristic certainty, Coney says,
“We had the finest herds in the United
States.” In the same breath he adds,
"All of the paving stones from San
Francisco came from the ranch” — a
born story-teller, Coney frequently
sacrifices accuracy to hyperbale.

At any rate, when Coney decided to
raise shorthorns he meant business.
Starting with a_few prize bulls frgm
Scotland, he then boupht the entire
ranch of the Prince of Wales  in

Calpary Capada. [his netted him, he
recalls, not only a nucleus of prime
shorthorn breeding stock, bul ranch
manager Dr, W, L. Carlyle, "who was
a"world-famaus expert on cattle and
horseyand et WHrten TWwo 6f the

articies on those things in the En-

. cyciopaedia Brittanica, had been the

dean of agriculture at llinois, Min-
nesota and Toronto; so Lherefore it was
quite a feather in my cap.”



In addition, he says, "] got a bunch
of purebred draft horses, six
Clydesdales and. Tour  Dercherons.
These had been presents to the Prince-
of Wales. They were prize animals
from France and England, The horses
were so  well -trained,” he adds
seriousty, "that when they grazed, they
grazed in pairs.”

Suddenly, Coney developed an
interest in draft horses. “I built a horse
barn,” he explains, “and got a lot of
horse-drawn farming tools, as old Dr.
Carlyle claimed that it was better
farming to do it on a small farm by
horses than by tractor...But after
building the barns and taking care of
the horses, 1 decided that he didn't
know what he was talking about.”

Besides the draft horses, Coney
owned a stable of close to 70 horses —
thoroughbreds, standardbreds, polo
ponies, quarter horses and Morgans.
His interest in them wavered from
ecstatic to disenchanted, and over the
years he apparently gave away more
than he sold,

Hutchinson had put hops in, and
Coney expanded the vard fram 20 to
100 acTes, wilh trellises, he says, rising
20°feet in the air, and rebuilt the great
stone hop kilns, He eVer built a special
press, heddds, which would compress
the hops into “export bales” to be
shipped to Germany and Australia,

By the time hed finished, Coney was
an expert on hop raising, Un-
fortunately, Uncle Sam brought his
booming business to a halt with year-
to-year regulation of how much each
grower could sell,

Then there was perlite, a rare t
Qhﬂdiama&hich..&ﬁw. Jscovered-.in

outcroppings . of rhyolite in  Frey
Canyon. The kind occurring at. &n-
nadel proved stable at temperatures as
high as 2,200 degrees Fahrenheit.

Coney wasn't an engincer for
nothing., Besides the insulating
properties of all perlite, which his
variety possessed to a marked degree,
he found out through research in his
own laboratory that this particular
perlite could be used as a Hghtweight
construction aggregate.

In fact, according to a 1950 report in
the California Journal of Mives and
Geology, “Coney would have a
monopoly in the construction business
once full-scale production got un-
derway.”

Alas, it was not to be, After erecting
an experimental plant to make building
blocks and wallboard, Herb Coney
says, the U.5. Government foiled Joe
Coney again, “During the war,” Herb
says, “the United States had seized the
patent rights for processing perlite
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from Germany. After the war, the
Germans asked for the patent rights
back. JFK and Robert Kennedy made

up the papers, which neglected to-

stipulate that people already using the
patents would be protected against
lawsuits. So the Germans got an in-
junction against Schundler” — the man
with whom Coney had contracted to
provide perlite for a manufacturing
plant in Michigan. Coney was out of
business,

Today, of course, Annadel's
enormous deposits of perlite are
protected by park status.

Herb  Coney describes another,

related process sporsored by his
brother — a “new” way to make
cement. “Charlie Schifferle, a chemist
at the ranch,” Herb Coney recalls,
“was working in an experimental lab
on a way of making cement without
calcining (heating) it. The late Dr.
Davis, one of the world's big cement
experts ~— he was a consultant for the
Aswan Dam, for example — was at
U.C.-Berkeley. He came up to the
ranch for experiments. But it was a
long trip, so we moved the lab to
Berkeley.”

Herb, who managed the ranch for

his brother for many vears, is also an
engineer, and he maintains that the
Coney Process,” which makes cement

Resume’of
»

POSTAL?
INSTANT
PRESS

May we apply
for your next
printing job?

Name: Postal Instant Press
Address: Over 450 locations across
the nation, in Canada and Hawaii.
Experience: Experts in the printing
and graphic arts fields.
Qualifications: The world's largest
chain of While-U-Wait printers.

Job Applied For: Any printing nee
that demands quality work ...
atalowcost... While-U-Wait.

olp

997 Piner Road
Santa Rasa, CA 95401
(707) 527-5750

out of fly ash and other substances, is
the best way in the world to make
cement, relying on the same methods
the Romans used to construct the
Appian Way and the Colosseum.
While the complete method is
somewhat of a “Jost art,” and engineers
are grappling with the probiem of
continuous flow, Joe Coney is still
heavily involved in perfecting it.

Joe Coney may rail at the injustices
visited upon his far-flung projects
{which eveninclude a $1 million loss he
took in 1936 on a fishing concession for
all of Newfoundland and Labrador
which, he contends, “Franklin D.
Roosevelt loused up after we had 100
fishing boats, three plants, and
thousands and thousands of tons of
fish coming in,” by declaring the Gulf
of St. Lawrence a belligerant zone.
And then there were those 3.5 million
acres, most of which the Argentine
government forced him to sell {(and
now he may buy 500,000 acres back),

But Annadel was, beyond all
financial schemes, a grand landscape
on which he could stage his fantasies,
He even created an exotic bird farm
with “thousands and  thousands—&nd
thousands” of ringneck, golden, silver,
black, Chinese pheasants, mountain
quail, Indian chuckar. “Never was able
to shoot any of ‘em,” he laughs,

“because | was raisin’ these birds for
the benefit of the weasels, the foxes,
the coons.” And he had peacocks,
which also fel! prey to predators, while
the peahens, able to find safety in the
trees, made such a noise that Coney
picked them off with a 22, “Every
Sunday we'd have a roast peacock,
figuring that the Chinese empress used
to use ‘em...it was pretty good, I'll tell
you.”

And there was his dream house,
designed by Coney according to naval
specifications, with reinforced con-
crete, brass and copper piping, ship
conduit outlets, slate roof, air con-

- ditioning — a house, he says, “that

would last for a thousand years.” He
even made a cardboard model of every
room, and arranged the placement of
windows and furniture with an interior

* decorator., It called for a gymnasium, a

shooting gallery, and an indoor
swimming pool. For Sonoma County
in 1936, it was some house.

It never got built, and Coney still
brings out the plans, tucked safely
away in his office, to show visitors.
"Mrs. Coney was strictly against it,” he
relates sadly. She worred they
couldn’t find enough servants for it.
That's when he got the Newfoundland
fishery idea. ;

Mrs. Coney, Uncle Sam — there
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Whethe'r’you're riding the trails of Annadel, or walking the streets of Santa
Rosa, Circle F can suit your needs! We have a large selection of riding
equipment — new and used, a complete line of western apparel, and horse
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The Coney era
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- At Annadel, Joe Coney turned the
home ranch into a sophisticated
complex of buildings (above)
worth today, hesays, "about $1.5
million, " Besides hops, fruit crops,
exotic birds, perliteanda
revolutionary cement process,
he kept prize-winning shorthoms
(lower left)yand black Angus cattle,
and horses such as Badger (upper
left), a racing quarter horse from
the King Raneh in Texas, on his
E000-acre cmpire, For Coney and
wife llsa (in dress, fur left), life was
richer for being shared with
everyone from the Boy Scouts to
hundreds of friends entertained
at lavish purties, Coney
hitself (shown seated, with
Dr. Walker Lane, center, and in
other photos) lived out Iiis fantasies
at Annadel, though he made his
Pholograghs courtesy o1 4 ¢ Ganoy fortunes around the world,
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were few figures powerful enough to
get in the way of a Coney idea. He
didn't get his house, but he did get his -
own private road into Santa Rosa. "I
bought the railroad right of way from
Southern Pacific,” he says matter-of-
factly. “It's now the lining of Mon-
tgomery Drive, you see. But there was
one piece of land that [ couldn't buy,
just beyond Melita Station. I told ‘em
{the County), Tl give you equa! access
to the road,’ and 1 finally deeded it to
the County from Melita Station on-
ward, if they in turn would condemn
this guy's place, which they did.”
Brother Herb, however, recalls that
Coney deeded the land because he
didn’t want to pay taxes on it,

- That, however, is just one side of Joe
Coney, the man who couldn't stand to
be bested. “No,” he admits, "the ranch
wasn't what 1 made my money off of.
had steamship companies, I had seven

“gold dredges, I had oil refineries, I had

many, many businesses, and they were
all making miilions of dollars,”

At Annadel he did his best to enjoy
those millions, entertaining fellow
millionaires on hunting trips and three-
day house parties, plotting with perlite
and show horses, and opening the
ranch to anyone and everyone who
could, like him, enjoy its bounty.

Joe notes, “I kept it the same as a
park.” There were Boys Scouts and
Girl Scouts camping, the Army and the
Marines on maneuvers, the FB] and the
California Highway Patrol with pistol
ranges, dog clubs training their dogs, a
national retriever competition. “The
greatest thing,” says Herb, “was when
the blind Scouts came from Berkeley,
to discover what it’s like to take care of
yourself outdoors. They would all hold
onto a string held by a sighted scout
and head out.” The brothers stocked
Lake Ilsanjo {(built by Coney in 1953

and named tor him and his wile, 1sa)

with oluegili and black bass so that
people, especiaily the elderly, could
fish'there. Joe even planned to build an
amphitheater on the ranch for the Boy
Scouts. All free of charge,

Annade]:
The end of an era

Then taxes, Herb explains, “went up
700 percent” — enough of a blow to
make Coney consider selling his dream
landscape. Assessors were rating land
according to highest possible use, and
for Annadel that was subdivision.
(Taxes on Anpnadel when Coney first
bought it, he recalls, were $8,000.}

But clearly, Conev was torn —
burned up at the exorbitant tax rate,
but loathe to give up the ranch. So at



first, he sold a little. About 12,200
acres on the northwest side next to
Highway 12 were the first to go;
Fairfield Homes, Inc., purchased them
in 1963 and buiit OQakmont. (Several
years earlier he had sold a smaller
parcel, the original Anderson ad-
dition.) Now __abaut 5100 acres. of
Annadel remained,

By~ 1985, Coney was seriously
considering the idea of building his
own subdivision in the center of
Annadel, with a golf course near Lake
lisanjo. Covering about 2,500 acres,
the plan called for 4,100 units similar
to those in Qakmont,

But soon after that he offered the
entire 5,100 acres for sale, citing the
preliminary maps and approvals,
along with Annadel's many natural
charms, in a 30-page spiral-bound
brochure complete with photographs
and maps, “Price and terms:
Negotiable.” T'o cover taxes and other
expenses on what was an extravagance
even for the multi-millionaire, Coney
had taken an $875,000 mortgage,
and the HIst paymient would soon. be
due, :

Then, while he negotiated on several
fronts for a sale, he took a first deed of
trust on the property from the Henry
Phillips Mortgage Company,
forestalling the mortgage payment.

He had, it seems, three main chances
to sell Annadel. Cie involved a trade
for a shopping center in San Joaquin
County in early 1968 and another was
sale of all but the 400-acre “horme
ranch” to the California Department of
Parks and Recreation (DPR) — for a

state park. But the DPR was reluctant

to touch it because of the mortgage and
deed of trust clouding its ownership.
Or he could sell to a private developer,

At the same time, Coney’s hips were
failing him. According to Futini, he'd
put the property in the hands of real
estate agent Alma Miller, who in turn
left the brochure with investor Wayne
Valley, an owner of the Qakland
Raiders. The prospects: of developing
the land appealed to Valley. (Valley
himself insists he can't recall wanting
te purchase Annadel and refuses to be
quoted.)

So why didn't Coney sell Annadel to
Valley? He did let Valley purchase a
$500,000 opticn to buy (which Valley
calls aToan 16 Coney’ and Coney con-
termis-tremverapread to sell the fand to
Valley for $5 million,

According to Coney, he could have
paid that mortgage, and in fact en-
trusted a group of attorneys to make
proper arrangements — Coney being

‘forced to undergo surgery on his hips.

“It was during this timé that these

lawyers got the damn thing mixed up.
The guy that had the thing financed, to
take up the mortgage, went south and
didn't do the job, and so the thing was
lost before it closed, when I was in the
hospital. So I lost maybe $5 million —
55 or %6 million. And so Henry
Trione,” he concludes in an ex-
travagant jump, “fell heir for a few
hundred thousand dellars to something
that's worth a couple of million now.”

Coney lost, of course, not to Tricne,
but to Valley, At that time Valley
owned - Lakeworld Development
Corporation, through which he'd
hoped to develop the property. In
rapid succession, the Henry Phillips
Company . sold out to Bresmer
Properties, Inc. of New York State,
and lLakewor!d bought Bresmer. In
1969, Valley (Lakeworld) foreclosed an
Coney. :

Futini reports on an interview with
Alma Miller that points out why
Vailey was so determined to get
Annadel, Says Futini:

“Valley discovered the details of
Miller's research on the potential value
of the land when an agent of Miller's
unsuspectingly showed Annadel to an
agent of Lakeworld Corporation, ane
of Valley's many holdings. About a
half-dozen written reports furnished
from Miller's original work on An-
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nadel's value as a perlite production
center, a state park site, a housing
subdivision site, and exchange
potential in property trade-offs, fell
.into Valley's 'lap,” when her agent gave
the Lakeworld representative this
information as part of the demon-
stration procedure, Thus, claimed
Miller, Valley, and later Singer
Housing Company (of Singer Sewing
Machine Company)} which took over
Lakeworld in a merger, had much of
the information available to begin
serious negotiations with the state to
sell the land for park purposes.”

Futini reports, as well, thai Miller
"asserted she should have been con-
sidered the ‘procuring cause’ in the
atternpt to have Annadel become a
state park” because of the groundwork
she did;. in other words, that she
wanted a share of the credit,

At any rate, Valley’s apparent coup
in seizing Annadel fell flat on its face
when he failed to get subdivision
approval. His design was impressive:
4,721 homes on 3,238 acres for 15,000
to 20,000 residents, 1,472 acres of
recreational and open space, three
lakes with beaches and boating, an
equestrian ring, two sewage treatment
plants, water supplied from the
aqueduct, shopping and services in-
cluded. The value in 1969 was
estimated at $160 million, and the
project’s costs estimated at $50 million.
[t was to be called Santa Rosa Lakes,

Susan Lewis and Marc Richardson,
who prepared a Sonoma State paper
on Annadel, write that local or-
dinances at the time required all
electricity for new projects to be
transmitted via underground cables.
Lakeworid, they say, insisted on using
cables for only 35 percent, and poles
for the remaining 65 percent, " The City
Council  was divided over this
problem,” they note, and “gave
Lakeworld a five-day option to amend
their ways."”

According to Lewis and Richardson,
Lakeworld failed to pick up the option
without explanation, except for the
implication that "they were a bit huffy
over the Council's refusal to com-
promise with them.”

It hardly seems likely that a
developer would sacrifice a $160
million project over a “huff,” but
Valley again insists he can’t recall the

reason,
Annadel:
New beginnings

Oneceé it became clear that houses
would never dot Annadel’s golden
hills, Santa Rosa-based financier
Henry Triore and City Manager Ken
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Blackman became interested in the idea of a state park,
partly due to the reported urgings of high school student
Margaret Coulter, who trekked through the area as a Girl
Scout and shared her views with the Press Democrat,

Trione was a friend of Joe Long, president of the about-to-
be-formed California State Parks Foundation, His reasons
for committing himself to the park goal were complex (see
page 63). By 1976 he was calling the Santa Rosa Lakes
project “a real garish type of development. The City for-
tunately stopped it because — they just made demands that
did not encourage it.” _

Trione was himself a friend of Wayne Valley, and
eventually purchased the 400-acre home ranch from the
Singer Corporation for about $400,000, then deeded it to his
sons Mark and Victor, It is now the Wild Qaks Saddle Club.

Trione and Blackman encouraged the DPR to reconsider
buying the remaining acreage for a state park.

Money, of course, was the problem. And because there
were projects such as Annadel that promised potential, a
voluntary nonprofit organization was formed in 1969 — the
California State Parks Foundation (SPF} — to raise funds
and even hold options on park sites, Both the chicken and
the egg, Annadel was chosen as the SPF's first project,

Trione’s explanation of how Annadel was secured as a
park is deceptively.simple, "I was able to purchase — option
the land from the owner (Valley) who had bought it from
Mr, Coney, for around $5 million. Then we approached the
California State Park Foundation...They assisted us in
applying to the state for matching funds which the state gets
from.,.the (U.S.) Bureau of the Interior. The state agreed
they would put up half of the $5 million, and the remainder
we would get from public subscription and public
donations.

“S0,” Trione concludes, “my family and the Trione
Foundation made initially a contribution of some $300,000.
We took four pieces out of the fringes of the original parcel
and split them off and sold them to get enough money to
meet the $2 to $2.5 million of the state’s matching funds, and
we were able to doit.” ,

The actual process took years to complete and a total of.

$450,596 in Trione “donations” -— outright gifts and -

unrepaid loans to the SPF,

The idea of selling off fringe parcels was a natural for
Annadel, but has not, said Mott in an interview with Lewis
and Richardson, been done since by the SPE. “But just by
. the contour of the land,” said Mott, “they didn’t disturb the
integrity of the park.” He went on to explain that the SPF
chose Annadel to try its wings on because not only was the
site ideal for a park, but “it was a practical project because
Mr. Trione was interested in it and was able to be the

principal donor."
Annadel:

Back to the people

Ironically, Henry Trione could not attend the park's long-
awaited dedication in May, 1976, It is likely, however, that
his “conflicting appointment” conveniently saved him from
asituation he abhors: standing in the limelight.

In many ways, Annade! is carrying on in the grand old
tradition of Joe Coney. Minus, of tourse, the shooting
parties, {(Parties of a more jovial nature are held with some
frequency at Wild Qaks, Coney’s fermer home ranch.)

But on the 35 miles of winding trails made and named by
Coney, millionaires, office clerks and kindergartners have
the same rights — and pleasures. .

Anyone with a horse and trailer can park in the lot on
Channel Drive and spend the day riding: Arabians,

and save money even with the high cost of gas! Cur
econcmical daily or weekly rates reduce the expense of
owning a motorhome yourself. We have several
- | motorhomes to choose fram and they come fully
- equipped. What a great way to vacation. Love foothali?
Get that group together and rent a motorhome. You'ls
be amazed at how little if costs.

Come on! You Deserve It!
Rent a motorhome

> 3580 Santa Rosa Ave.

Santa Rosa, Calif. 95404
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break Annadel's grand design into
patterned fragments. Left and clockwise,
a westernt fence lizard straddles the parallel
lines of a weathered log, On June 28, the
first five started within Annadel in park
history etched a black half-acre near
the lake. At Ledson Marsh, a coot draws
agraceful Vthrough the glassy waler,
Hard at work, an orb-weaver wraps a.
“hapless moth in its lethally crafted web,
The setting sun drops a gauzy veil over
Ledson Marsl: as a red-winged blackbird
taunts theiight with metal-bright notes,
Branches and ancient scars cast dranmatic
designs on the face of a Douglas fir snag.
And the bark of a young madrone peels
into a dizzying maze of curls. At day's end,
Two Quarry Trail (center} leads home.

The interplay of texture, form and light
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registered  Quarter Horses and
Thoroughbreds share the trails with fat
ponies and pleasure horses. And
during the summer months guided trail
rides are available from Billy Ramos
who launched his smail business with
the kelp of Henry Trione.

Every year 50,000 or rore visitors
enjoy the park: to fish for bluegill and
largemouth bass, to watch birds or
study wildflowers, to get exercise,
breathe fresh air, maybe spy a gray fox
or an osprey. Groups of every
description have found a use for
Annadel, from scout troops on nature
hikes, Army reserve units playing war
games {without guns); Audubon
Society chapters and the Valley of the
Moon Natural/History Association; to
lesbians holding their annual Gay May
Play Day, '

Unit Ranger Bill Krumbein knows
them all. Patrolling the park in his
shockless green pickup, he serves as
wildlife protector, rescuer, guide,
educator and PR man for more than
5,000 acres.

The ranger is so serious about his
role that, after realizing his nature talks
to preschoolers were going over their
heads, he went back to school for a
master's degree in early childhood
education so he could do a better job,
In 1978 he helped about 950 school
children learn more about wildlife and
the park. '

But an hour after sundown the ‘park
retumns to its original owners: flowers
as common as the chaparral pea, its
pink blossoms massed between warlike
thorns, and as rare as the white
fritillary, whose few " hundred spring
blooms represent one fifth of the
world’s population, or a navarretia
so rare that even Krumbein hasnt
actually seen one at Annadel; trees as
old and austere as the redwoods, as
fanciful as the twisted live oaks, as new
as the eucalyptus planted by some
misdirected  fumiture manufacturer
and then  abandoned.

Annadel protects wildiife as com-
mon  as the blacktail deer eating
themselves out of park and county,
surprising hikers at turns of a path
before bounding into the trees: wildlife
as strange and furtive as the feral pigs
lurking near Ledson Marsh at twilight,
Annadel's many habitats support
nearly every wild species native to
Sonoma County. And, just five or six
miles east of downtown Santa Rosa,
they're as safe as they might be in the
Yukon. Safer.

As Henry Trione says, "Everything
does not have to be done by the
government. [t can be done by private
enterprise,” o
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Private Enterprise

In 1971, after the California Department of Parks and
Recreation gave Annadel an appraisal of $4,150,000, the
U.5. Bureau of Outdoor Recreation (part of the U.S.
Department of the Interior) agreed to supply $2,050,000 in
matching funds if-an equal amount could be raised by the
end of 1971. In June, at Trione's suggestion, a Citizen's
Committee was formed to rajse funds, with Alan Milner
{then of Bertram & Milner Advertising) as chairman and

members Brad Lundborg, Robert Kerr, Wayne Ancell,

Nancy Henshaw, and Jack Reyerson, all preminent Santa
Rosa citizens with a history of civic involvement.

As early as December, 1970, however, Trione had begun
pumping money into the SPF for Annadel’s purchase, with a
donation, according to a meno to Trione from Neil Flood,
his accountant in charge of the negotiations (memo dated
December 1974}, of 500 shares of Masonite valued at
$25,424.53. (Many of Trione's donations were in the form of
stock which the Foundation then sold.) Other separate
donations noted by Flood between December 1970 and
December 1972 were 1,500 shares of Masonite worth
$84,990.74; 1,000 shares of Imperial (Savings and Loan)
worth  $13,489.72: 2,267 shares of Masanite worth
$139,967.04; checks in the amounts of $11,967.89 and
$13,812.50, and 3,400 more shares of Wells Fargo worth
$99,434.71. With another $8,000 paid for surveying and

- miscellancous work on the property, this brought the Trione

Foundation's outright donations up to nearly $400,000.

While the Citizen's Committec was busy raising funds
from other sources, however, the Singer Corporation could
not be expected to sit on idle property. So Trione, along
with his wife Madelyne, personally guaranteed a deed of
trust from Imperial Savings and Loan Association of the
North and Great Western Savings and Loan Association at
Santa Rosa for $650,000, paid to the SPF to secure Annadel.
Under the terms of the agrecment, money from public
donations would first be used to repay the loans; additional
funds as needed would come from the sale of fringe parcels
1, 3, 4 and 6; that Trione could, on demand, require that
these parcels be sold to reimburse him: but that after five
years, the Foundation would not be held responsible for any
remaining menies unpaid, and that Trione’s unreimbursed
monies would be considered “a donation.” These monies
included, in addition to the principals of the loans, interest
and carrying charges paid by Trione.

Not long after, Trione signed a second deed of trust — a
personal loan from the Bank of America — for $572,047.81,
which also went to the SPF, and also used the four parcels as
security, along with a separate loan of $10,000 through the
BofA. [t was understood, in the agreement, that the SPF
would also repay as much of this money as possible, and
that the remainder would be considered a donation.

So, at the dosing of escrow, in December 1971, the SPF
owed Trione (and the Trione Foundation) more than $1
million. ,

Money filtered back through the SPF to Trione and the
banks slowly. By August 1971, the Friends of Annadel (a
group formed to assist the Citizen’s Committee in fund-
raising) had garnered $16,000. The Singer Corporation had
been persuaded, probably by Trione, to donate $25,000, In
September 1971 the Madrone Chapter of the Audubon
Society contributed $300. '

Parcel 1, the “Northwest Parcel,” of 265 acres was deeded
to the state by the SI'F in 1973 thanks to a donation of Santa
Rosa surplus Farmer's Lane property valued at $173,343,
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Creates a Park

plus $27,000 the City added for a sewer — under the con-
dition that part of Melita Road included in Parcel 1 be used
as the prime access to the park. So Annadel increased by 265
acres, and Trione accepted the city property in lieu of his
rights to the parcel. ‘

In addition, state funding supplied $258,500 to the SPE for
the parcel. Of the combined monies, $245,000 went to pay
the Imperial debt, and $234,000 went toward the Bank of
America debt.

In the same year the 161-acre Parcel 5, the Southwest
Parcel, was added to the park. To accomplish this, the state
paid $80,500. The parcel was encumbered for $110,000 on
the Imperial loan and about $105,000 on the Bank of
America loan {usually referred to as the “Trione loan” since
it was in effect a personal loan to Trione). To make up the
remaining $135,000, the SPF used money from donations by
Trione mentioned above: the checks for $11,967.89 and
$13,812.50 and the 3,400 Wells Fargo shares, plus a note
from Trione for $9,784.90. With the state money, this
totated $215,000, of which $110,000 went to Imperial and
$105,000 to Bank of America (Trione). -

When it came to the acquisition-of Parcel 4, the 270-acre

Southeast Parcel, and another, 85-acre parcel to the north,-

Trione balked, gently, Reminding Mott in a letter in August
1973 that he had already given about $454,000 to the
project, he expressed some doubt that the necessary
$277,000 in public donations to equal state funding could be
raised. His letter asked if some other state funding could be
- found; otherwise, Trione warned, he might find it necessary
to exercise his rights to the 270-acre parce! and subdivide it.

By December 1973 Trione's nudge had rung a few bells.
This was when the Citizen's Committee and Eriends of
Annadel brought in a combined $16,000 {including a
donation of Lucky stock worth $1,050), the National
Audubon Society contributed $50,000 (this particular parcel
included the Ledson Marsh to which a variety of waterfowl
was drawn); Hewlett-Packard matched the Audubon money
with another $50,000; $15,000 came from the Lucie Stern
Trust and $10,000 from Union Oil. With state matching
funds of $162,000, this totaled precisely $303,950.73, of
which $237,000 went toward the Imperial principal and
another $6,300 toward the interest on that loan. After
closing costs of $300, there was $60,350 left for the BofA
(Trione) loan. Trione came out better than he’d expected on
Parcel 4, but the amount still owed him on his BofA loan
was $227,000,

Parcel 3, the 38-acre Lawndale Parcel, was divided, with
11 acres going to the state for $27,175 and the remaining
acres sold to H. Peterson for $51,000. The total, £78,175,
went toward the Imperial and BofA loans, but the amounts
secured by this parcel had been $58,000 for Imperial and
$55,000 for BofA, so there was a combined balance left
unpaid of $34,825.

Finally, Mr. and Ms, H. N. Berger, owners and
developers of Oakmont, donated 68 acres to the SPF for
Annadel, and the SPF sold the land to the state for ils ap-
praised value, $157,000, and paid this to Trione

Parcel 6, the 85-acre Summerfield Parcel, had not been
used as security on the deeds of trust because it was sold to
Great Western Savings and Loan for $£340,000 and thus did
not become a part ot the park. The money was put toward
the park's initial purchase price.

The home ranch had been “Parcel 2,” sold to Trione for _

$400,000,
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Prairfe yields to chapparal, and chapparal gives
way to forest mysteries, Light filtered by a
screen of leaves dupples the satiny trunk of a
madrone {left). Above and clockwise, sword
ferns front the base of a Douglas
fir, and a Douglas snag resists decay
with skeletal force, Lake Trail cuts through the
forest’s maze, chappural pea breaks through
on the forest's skirts, and Carnyon Trail carves
out a view of far-off Bennett Mountain.
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Balance Sheet — Annadel State Park

Funds used by CSPF
to buy Annadel from Singer

Federalfunds - . $2,050,000
First deed of trust 650,000
Second deed of trust 572,047
Trione stock donation 263,872
Sale of Parcel 6 340,000
Sale of Parcel 2 400,000
Singer donation 25,000

$4,300,919

Trione expenditures and indebtedness for Annadel
(donations and loans)

Surveying costs 58,000.00
Check — 1 11,967.89
Check —2 13,812.50
First deed of trust _ 650,000.00
Second deed of trust 572,047.81
Interest on deeds of trust 133,627.00
Loan, no interest 10,000.00
Stock 99,434.71
Stock (for Parcel 5) 164,437.29

$1,663,327.20

Funds received by CSPF and used to reduce
Trione's indebtedness on deeds of trust

Parcel 1
City property donation $173,343,
City sewer donation _ 27,000
State ‘ 258,500
Parcel 4 and other acres
Citizen's Committee & Friends of A, 16,000
National Audubon Society 50,000
Hewlett-Packard 50,000
Stern Trust 15,000
Union Ol 10,000
State 162,000
Parcel 3 :
Peterson . 51,000
State 27,175
Berger donation/State purchase 157,000
Parcel 5
State ’ 80,500

Parcel 5 — other funds,
donated by Trione

Check 11,967
Check 13,812
Stock 99 434
Loan 10,000
$1,212,731

Total Trione donations and loans $1,663,327.20
Total repaid by CSPF -1,212,731.00
Balance $450,596.20
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Susanna "Annie" Hutchinson Ottmer (1856 - 1919) - Find A Grave Memorial

Humboldt County
California, USA

Husband: Florence Henry Ottmer
4 Dec 1858, Missouri
3 Jun 1919, California

Family links:
Parents:
Samuel Hutchinson (1827 - 1894)
Elizabeth Johnston Hutchinson (1832 - 1908)

Spouse:
Florence Henry Ottmer (1858 - 1919)*

Siblings:

Susanna Hutchinson Ottmer (1856 - 1919)
Elizabeth Hutchinson (1858 - 1873)*

Thomas Johnston Hutchinson (1860 - 1949)*
Mary Josephine Hutchinson (1863 - 1951)*
Rachel Hutchinson (1863 - 1927)*

Jane A. Hutchinson (1865 - 1866)™*

Samuel Johnston Hutchinson (1867 - 1934)*
Charlotte Hutchinson Skinner (1873 - 1900)*
Joseph William Caleb Hutchinson (1874 - 1875)*

*Calculated relationship

Burial:

Ocean View Cemetery
Eureka

Humboldt County
California, USA

Maintained by: Norm Prince
Originally Created by: Cristy
Record added: Oct 24, 2008
Find A Grave Memorial# 30842965

http:/findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi/pages.suddenlink.net/%3C/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=30842965[5/25/2016 3:05:44 PM]
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Birth: Oct., 1856
Sutter County
California, USA

Death: 1919
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Given the large number of guarries in existence in the area between
1880-1920 and the vagaries of changes in title during that many years,
there 13 no quick and clear answer to the question of who owned the
quarries. The McDonald Quarry, owned by James McDonald and his brother,
Santa Posa capitalist and entrepreneur Mark L. McDonald, and located at
the end of Sonoma Avenue in what is now Howarth Park and 5pring Lake
Park, was among the oldest in the ;:mmtg, having been opened up by
1cDonald in 1880, At various times portions of the gquarry were leased
out to other operators, such as the City Street Improvement Company,
which operated these guarries from 1891 to 1913; in any case,"all told,
many millions of paving blocks have come from this pmgertg.“ﬁs Building
stone was also produced from this quarry, and such stone was used in
these familiar Santa Rosa structures: St Rose Catholic Church {1800}, the
Western Hotel {1903}, the La Rose Hotel {1307), the Carnegie Library
{1904}, the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Depot (1904), Galeazzi's Stone
House {1912}, and the Railway Express Office {c.1915). 24

Mark L. McDonald was a fruit broker, was involved with brother James
in the paving stone industry; owned a large dairy ranch, had controlling
interest in the Santa Rosa Water Works (located on the same property as
his paving stone quarries), built his own street car line from "McDonald's
addition” {(now McDonald Avenue, on the northeast edge of the town) to the
Nnrif.hwestem Pacific Depat."'- In short, "he was, quite simply, a8 San
Francisco investor looking for an entry into the commerce of a growing
t:::wn."zf' His ownership of a stone guarry was, then, one a number of
investments McDonald was involved in.

another large quarry owner in the Annadel/Los Guilicos Yalley area
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was Samuel Hutchinson (1827-1894), whose ranch included some 3850
acres, of which about 1000 acres had stone suitable for quarrging.g?
Hutchinson was an Irish immigrant who had come to Sonoma County in
1871 with his family and purchased land some eight miles from Santa
Rosa in Los Guilicos ‘«’aﬂeg.gg He ran an integrated farming operation of

hops, livestock and other farming products, in addition to the guarries.

After his death in 1894, his eldest son Thomas Hutchinson tborn 1861)

tU

assumed successful supervision of the ranch operations until 1598, when
he 1eased the land to tenants; and later, in 1933, sold the ranch to Joseph
{i::meg.zg There were several quarries on the Hutchinson Ranch: the Borg,
Oleson, Annadel, Flinn and Treau:g:*g The Laurent Brothers of Kenwood
operated the Annadel Quarries, “one of the best in the state”, according to
Bn:egx:u'g31 and shipped stones via the Annadel siding on the Santa Rosa and
Carquinez Railroad {Southern Pacific's Santa Rosa branchl, while Flinn &
Treacy of San Francisco operated the Borg or Oleson Quarries, and shipped
from the Oleson siding. [see Appendix, Map 7] Bradiey, reporting for the
State Bureau of Mines, noted that Flinn and Treacy had produced an average
of over 250,000 blocks per year between 1901 and 1913; while the Laurent

Brothers, during 1912, had shipped 200,000 blocks per month for several

months, but were 1dle when Bradley visited the quarry in 1913 1 32

A third large guarry in this vicinity was known as Melitta Stone
Quarries, owned by C.C. Wymore, but Teased by W.W. and G H. Wymore, Anglo
Building, San Francisco. Actually a group of gquarries, operations were
tirst begun at this location about 1888 by the Laurent Brothers, and
continued by them until about 1904 at which time the Wymores assumed
the lease from Charles Wymore,owner. From 1904 until April 1913, an

average of 100,000 blocks per month was produced ”~ The Melitta Station

%/



was the principal shipping point for the quarry trade in this area, in 1895,

according to the Sonoma Democrat, more than 1,500 carloads of blocks cut
from the quarries in the hills nearby were shipped from that single
station.”%

Several of the quarries in Bradley's 1915 list were owned by men with
italian surnames and tended to be much smaller operations. The Barbera
Quarry was owned by Antonio Barbera and was described as "s small quarry
on the Bincon Yalley Road near 1ts junction with the Santa Rosa-Sonoma
Road, 2172 [sic] miles east of Santa Bosa It is on land adjoining the
vineyard of the same owner, who makes 3 few paving blocks a day, working
at odd hours.">> Several other small quarries are listed here: Frugohi
Quarry, owned by G. Frugoli and on the Rincon Yalley Road six miles
northeast of Santa Rosa; A. Rigoni, a small paving block quarry adjoining
Frugoli's; and Lorenz Pietzoli, who had "3 small paving block quarry near
Gray's on the Rincon Yalley Road northeast of Santa Rosa, which he works

single-handed[sicl.">0

The one ltalian quarry owner about whom some background was

found, Matale Bacigalupi, had several quarry pits on his ranch in Rincon
Yalley which produced paving blocks for several years, though none were
shipped in i933.3? Bacigalupi seems to have also been a successful
entrepreneur. Arriving in Santa Rosa from Genoa in 1882, by 16805 he was
ywell-established in business and at his grocery store on Third Street on
the weétside of town sold groceries, fresh-baked bread, Tocally-made
wine, Inaned money to young men who wanted to buy land and, by 1900 had
become a stonebroker, "marketing cobblestones and building blocks for the

- 537)8
quarrudmen. -



Stone quarrying methods have changed littie in centuries. Igneous
rocks {such as the andesites and basalts of this area) had to be "blasted
out in irregular blocks and then split with wedges and feathers”>? The
tools used 1n this industry (mattocks, crowbars, mallets and chisels,
sledge hammers of various sizes) have changed little in hundreds of years.
{The 1llustration on page 3a shows examples of quarry tools recavered

from Roman sites in England ]

In researching his history of Annadel, John Futini interviewed Ear]
wumaore, great grandson of Charles Crawford Wymore, owner of the Melilta
Stone Quarries from 1903-1918. Based on his interview with Earl
wWymare, Futini presented a vivid description of paving stone quarrying

methods.

An individual quarry site was selected by examining
the terrain for rock outcroppings of basalt. Once such
exposures were found, a hole was drilled by driving
a chisel into the rock using a heavy hammer. Black
Powder in the form of a stick was inserted into the
hole, an attached fuse was lit, and the resulting
explosion blew the rock apart into many smaller
fragments. The quarry workers then split up into
pairs. One worker held the rock fragment in place on
the ground while the other tapped it with the tapered
head of a twenty pound iron hammer. He made score
marks in two parallel rows, four inches apart, on
one side of the fragment oniy. Chisels were then
pounded into the rock about one inch deep, with the
blunt end of the iron hammer along each scoring in
three or four places. Next, the blunt end of the hammer
#as used to hit the surface of the fragment along the
score marks between the chisels which had been driven
into the rock. This caused the rough edges of the fragment
to fall apart revealing a fairly smooth flat surface four
inches wide and eight inches fong. The ends of the cobble-
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stone were fashioned using the same procedure of scoring,
chiseling, and hammering. The average thickness of each
paving block was about four inches.

Two experienced quarry workers were capable of cutting
500 cobblestones in a single eight-hour day, although the
workers were allowed to perform their jobs at their own
rate of speed under the union contract. They were paid for
the number of paving blocks they cut from the larger rock
fragments. This was commaonly known as "piece work,” and
11 was in effect at all of the numberous quarries in the Los

Guilicos Yalley 3V

1 AN

Once the blocks had been Tinished, they were transported by wagons
to Santa Rosa for local use or to the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Depot
in Santa Rosa for shipment. After the Santa Rosa and Carguinez Railroad
line came through the valley in 1888, blocks produced in the quarries of
the Annadel area (Hutchinson, McDonald and wymore Quarries were the
largest) were transported to one of three railroad stations: Melitta(sic)
Annadel, and Lawndale. Montgomery Drive follows the route of the former
railroad bed through Santa Rosa. [See Appendix, Map 7] Wagons were used
ta convey the paving blocks to the railroad stations except at Wymore's,
where in 1914 a tramyay was constructed to transport the finished paving

blocks in side-tipping cars to the Melitta Station. !

Basaltic andesite in the ground only has a potential value, the labor
cost of extraction and preparation must be considered in actualizing the
resource. 4% Reporting on his October 1913 visit to the stone quarries of
this area, Walter Bradiey of the State Bureau of Mines characterized the

operations in this way:

an will make an average of 100 {o

iz ziated éha A
0 4 1 addition to the $35 per 1000 for

it
150

o]
-
A]
»w %
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making{contract price operator paid the workers], those
operators who are leasing pay $3 to $3.50 per 1000
royalty to the owners. it costs from $2 to $5 per 1000,
depending on the distance, to haul them to the railroad.

fn case they can not be loaded directly onto the cars

but have to be temporarily piled beside the track, it

costs an additional $1.50 per 1000 to put them on the cars.

The blocks sell at $45 to $50 per 1000, f. 0. b. the rail

shipping point. 43

According to the Sonoma Democrat in September of 1887,
stonecutters were the "best paid artizans in the city’, earning wages of

$3.50 to $4 per day. 44

The railroad was a boon to the stone industry east of Santa Rosa, and

acilitated its establishment as a major Santa Rosa industry, along with
the wineries and fruit farms of the valley. Responding to the increasing
demand for its products in Santa Rosa, San Francisco, and other growing
northern California cities, and benefiting from the nearness of the
raiiroad, the paving stone industry also thrived, with the Melitta Station
near Santa Rosa Creek becoming the principal shipping point for the trade,
since many of the paving blocks came from the Wymore and Hutchinson
Quarries in the Annadel hills. For example, in 1895, according to the
Damecrst, more than 1,500 carloads of blocks cut from the nearby
quarries were shipped from Melitta Station. In 1903, James McDonald
{brother of the ubiquitous Mark) shipped 500,000 blocks to San Francisco

A
from his Sonoma Avenue Quarry. Re

As the right-of-way agent for Southern Pacific, Mark McDonald
acted on a route that came down the south side of
Santa Rosa Creek, crossing the creek near Fourth
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Street. This route served the basalt industry well
bordering the eastern edge of the blockmaking area
and establishing stations at Annadel and Melitta,
connecting to tracks leading from the hillside
quarries. Among others it passed was the
McDonald Quarry. The Fulkerson Ranch, east of

._hii

Mcdonald's waterworks, became the labor camp
far the ratlroad workers, many of them Chinese.
And in Aparil of 1868, Ju_,t weeks before its
first train pulied into town, SP bought Tand for
its Santa Rosa & Carquinez depof--from Mark

d 46

McDanald.

At the height of production several hundred men were employed
in the stone quarries east of Santa Ef}sa.‘f‘? The labor force needed by the
stone industry was provided primarily by immigrants in early years of the
industry by the Chinese and after 1885, was dominated by immigrants
from northern Italy. Many Italian immigrants were from the Tuscany
region and brought their tools and skills with them and found work in the
quarries east of Santa Rosa and at construction sites intown. A
consortium of four enterprising and skillful stone workers: Peter Maroni,
Natale Forni, Massimo Galeazzi, and Angelo Sodini were contracting much
of the labor and stone in the industry, especially in the early 1900348
Andesitic basalt was in demand not only for paving and quarrying at this
time but also as a fireproof building material, fire being the bane of 19th
century towns. ¥ The most concentrated grouping of these early stone
buildings in Santa Rosa was constructed of cut basalt stones by these four
craftsmen between 1903 and 1915 and include the Northwestern Pacific
Railroad Depot {1304}, the Western Hotel {1903), the La Rose Hote] (1907)

and the REA Express Building (circa 1915) 50 These stone contractors

L
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working alternately together and on their own, built the Carnégie Library
{1904} of basalt blocks donated by James McDonald from his quarry, St
Rose Catholic Church (1900}, St Louis Hotel, Kenwond Depot, and Jack
London's Wolf Heuse.m

Another well-preserved stone structure in the area 15 that known as
the Stone House on Highway 12, After 1910, this stone edifice on the
eek Hill on what was then the Sonoma Road, was the headguarters

L.

ush Cr
or the stoneworkers, as well as a grocery store and tavern {the Rincon

ooy

Hotel} the largest blockmakers boarding house in the valley, where
Galeazzi and his wife fed and housed as many as twenty-Tive

59
blockmakers.©«<

Futini provides an apt description of these quarrymen and how they

spent their wages and their time outside the "pits™

Maost of the men who worked in the stone quarries
of the Los Guilicos and Sonoma Yalleys during the
18605 apparently migrated from the [talian-
speaking villages of the canton of Ticino just
inside the southern border of Switzerland. There
were also some Scandinavians who worked in the
quarries as stone cutters in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. Most of the men,
in their twenties and thirties, were single and
lived in nearby boarding houses or crude wooden
shanties within walking distance of the quarries.
Most owned their own hammers, chisels, and picks,
imported from Europe.

Recreation for the men was very limited There
was a “Five Mile douse” {five miles east of Santa
Rosa) near the Wymore Quarry where the men could
drink, play cards, and relax. Other saloons dotted
the quarrying areas, but there were no nearby dance
halls or athletic fields. When the quarry business
stowed down, the men worked at the fruit farms and

ranches in the area 7~



Sonoma County's thriving paving stone industry did not decline because its
source was quarried out; on the contrary, many useful deposits of this
stone remain in the surrounding mountains. However, the continued
presence of this useful material in comparatively large deposits was not
ghle to assure 1ts continued profitable exploitation 34 prices for paving

tones fluctuated and demand went down as paving technology changed

£

rapidly with the introduction of asphalt. Paving stone quarrying ceased to
thrive after 1913 as various forces began to cause northern California
quarries to cut production or close down. Two of these were the demand by
the Block Makers' Union for a raise in contract prices from $25 to $30 and
then $35 per thousand blocks; and the need for smoother roads to
accomodate an increasing number of motor driven vehicles being used In
the greater San Francisco Bay Area.~2 At the time Walter Bradiey, of the
State Bureau of Mines visited the area collecting data for his 1915 report

f0ctober 1913), he observed some 1.600,000 blocks stockpiled at various
quarries and at railroad shipping points, awaiting buyers. Sonoma County
quarries east of Santa Rosa were able to continue operating; however, so
that in 1916 the State Bureau of Mines reported that these quarries
produced more paving blocks than any other county in the state ihat
383?"‘5 At least some local stone quarries were able to stay in business
through the 1920s, for the 1929 Report of the State Minaralogist noted
that the demand for paving blocks was decreasing, owing to the

. . R . . =7
introduction of asphalt and bituminous rock pavement -’

The once thriving paving stone quarries east of Santa Rosa became
avergrown with lichen, mosses and poizon oak vines, as the demand for

their products declined in the face of the development of concrete for
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butldings and asphalt paving for streets and roads. Much of the land upon
which the former McDonald, Wymore, and Hutchinson (Quarries were
located 15 now open to public access in the forms of Howarth Park
towned and operated by the City of Santa Rosa), Spring Lake Park {owned
and operated by the Sonoma County Water Agencyl and Annadel State
Park (operated hy the State Department of Parks and Recreation). {See
Appendix, Maps 1-5]  How ironic it i3 that the very areas where o many
blocks came from for the paving of roads and streets are now protected

from being paved over themselves. [t is the sincere hope of the author

that these cultural resources that are so much a part of the local history

will be maintained and protected for the enjoyment and appreciation of

future generations of Sonoma County residents and visitors.

FINIS
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