[image: image1.png]


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION


	News Release
	


1
2

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 4, 2006

	
	
	Contact: Ranger Henry Berry                (916) 324-8043

	

	
	
	
	
	


Acorn Day
California State Indian Museum

Saturday, October 14, 2006
SACRAMENTO – Are acorns edible?  Are they packed full of nutrition?  Were they ever a major food source for people?  The answer is “yes”!  But how in the world do you cook them?  Come join us on Saturday, October 14th and learn all about these little treasures from Diana Almendariz, noted Maidu interpreter, as she demonstrates the art of acorn preparation at the California State Indian Museum.  
The event, held in the museum’s village area, will also feature family activity booths highlighting social aspects of California Indian culture: making necklaces of abalone shell, pine nuts, and trade beads; staves and walnut dice games of chance; string games; and perhaps “passing the bones”.      


Admission Fees:
$ 2.00

Adults (ages 17+)



    
   Free

Children (ages 16 and under)

The California State Indian Museum is operated by California State Parks and supported by the Sacramento Historic Sites Association. Open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for self-guided tours and school group visits, the museum is located in midtown Sacramento at 2618 K Street on the grounds of Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park.  The museum displays exhibits and artifacts illustrating the cultures of the state’s earliest inhabitants, from the traditions of ancestors to the contemporary Native artists. As many as 300,000 to 1,000,000 Native Americans, consisting of as many as three hundred identified tribal groups speaking over one hundred seventy-five languages lived in California before the first European arrival occurred. Artifacts on display in the museum include basketry, beadwork, clothing, and exhibits about the ongoing traditions of various California Native American groups. For more information, call (916) 324-0971 or visit www.parks.ca.gov .  
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