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Railroad Museum Invites Visitors to Celebrate Railroading  
As Part of Third Annual “National Train Day” on May 8! 

Special Activities Include Tours of an Amtrak California Coach &  
Presentations By Esteemed Author James McCommons 

 
SACRAMENTO – On Saturday, May 8, the California State Railroad Museum will proudly participate in the 
third annual National Train Day, an event designed to celebrate American railroading in cities all across the 
country.   Coordinated in conjunction with California State Parks, Amtrak®, Caltrans® and the Capitol 
Corridor Joint Powers Authority, the event offers a variety of special activities including step-on tours aboard 
a sleek, modern-day Amtrak California coach. By touring the coach -- located inside the Museum for the 
community event -- visitors have the opportunity to experience what train travel is like today, while 
comparing it to decades of rail transportation history that literally transformed America. In addition, guests 
can enter to win exciting prizes including tickets to ride aboard Amtrak, tickets to ride the Railroad 
Museum’s weekend steam-powered excursion trains and admission tickets to the California State Railroad 
Museum.  
 
Additionally, the California State Railroad Museum is offering a number of special guest presentations in the 
East Theater.  The Museum is honored to host James McCommons, veteran journalist and author of 
“Waiting on a Train: The Embattled Future of Passenger Rail Service,” for two presentations and book 
signing opportunities at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.  While researching the book, McCommons spent a year on 
America’s trains, talking to people who ride and work the rails across much of the Amtrak system.  In fact, 
the featured book is a finalist for the “2009 ForeWord Reviews Book of the Year Award” and is available for 
purchase in the Museum store that day.  In addition to the two presentations by McCommons, the Railroad 
Museum is also proud to offer a presentation by Hinda Chandler, City of Sacramento, who will provide an 
interesting update on the Sacramento Intermodal Transportation Facility at 1 p.m.   
   
While at the Museum, National Train Day visitors are encouraged to make a concerted effort to see the “lost 
golden spike” on permanent display inside the Museum as it holds such significance for the railroad 
industry.  Also on display in the Museum is the epic 19th century oil painting “The Last Spike,” created by 
artist Thomas Hill; the very first locomotive of the Transcontinental Railroad, Central Pacific No. 1 Gov. 
Stanford; and many other artifacts and exhibits covering railroad history and the diverse workers who built 
and maintained and operated California’s railroads.  Just two blocks south of the Museum, at the foot of K 
Street in what is today Old Sacramento, the very first shovel of earth was turned to begin construction of the 
Transcontinental Railroad in January 1863. 
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-More- 
 
 
National Train Day Continued -- Page Two  
 
 
 
 
On National Train Day only, the California State Railroad Museum will offer free Museum admission to each 
person with a ticket, ticket stub from Amtrak®, Capitol Corridor® or Amtrak California’s San Joaquin® route.  
Otherwise, regular Museum admission prices are in effect on National Train Day ($9 for adults; $4 for 
youths ages 6-17 and free to children 5 and under).  
 
 
Operated by California State Parks with financial assistance from the non-profit California State Railroad Museum Foundation, the California State Railroad Museum is 
open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. except Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. Widely regarded as North America’s finest and most popular railroad museum, 
the complex of facilities includes the 100,000-square foot Railroad History Museum plus the reconstructed Central Pacific Railroad Passenger Station and Freight Depot, 
1849 Eagle Theatre, and Big Four and Dingley Spice Mill commercial buildings in Old Sacramento. For 24-hour information, visit www.californiastaterailroadmuseum.org 
or call (916) 445-6645.  
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