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Railroad Museum Celebrates Black History Month 
By Exploring the Role of Railroads in  

African American History on February 18  
Two Special Presentations & Book Signing Opportunities With Author of  
“Railroads in the African American Experience: A Photographic Journey”  

 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. – In celebration of Black History Month, the California State Railroad Museum 
is proud to present two special guest presentations and book signing opportunities with Professor 
Theodore Kornweibel, Jr., author of Railroads in the African American Experience: A Photographic 
Journey.    After 30 years of research and work in the field of black history, Kornweibel will share his 
thoughts and findings during two special illustrated presentations on Saturday, February 18, at 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m., each to be followed by book signing opportunities.   
 
His photographic book is a captivating, illustrated tour of the black railroad experience from slavery to 
Amtrak. It includes nearly 200 compelling images, many of which have never before been published.   
In the book, Kornweibel examines how the history of American railroads is deeply intertwined with 
African American history. This industry, America’s first “big business,” provided industrial jobs for 
blacks who were instrumental in the daily operation and success of America’s railroads.   
 
While there is no cost to attend these special presentations, regular Museum admission fees apply.  
The book Railroads in the African American Experience: A Photographic Journey is also available for 
purchase in the Museum Store.  
 
In addition, Kornweibel has generously donated his research notes from his book to the Museum 
which can now be accessed through the Museum Library.  For more information about this special 
presentation, accessing information from the Museum Library or about other activities, events and 
exhibits on display at the Museum, visit www.californiastaterailroadmuseum.org or call (916) 445-
6645. 
 
Special Note: In cooperation with the Museum, there will be an additional opportunity to meet 
Kornweibel at Underground Books, 2814 35th Street in Sacramento, on Friday evening, February 17, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. At this venue, guests can talk with Kornweibel informally, purchase his book and 
have it signed by the author.  
 
About the California State Railroad Museum 
Operated by California State Parks with financial assistance from the non-profit California State Railroad Museum Foundation, the California State Railroad 
Museum is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. except Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. Widely regarded as North America’s finest and most 
popular railroad museum, the complex of facilities includes the 100,000-square foot Railroad History Museum plus the reconstructed Central Pacific Railroad 
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Passenger Station and Freight Depot, 1849 Eagle Theatre, and Big Four and Dingley Spice Mill commercial buildings in Old Sacramento. For 24-hour 
information, visit www.californiastaterailroadmuseum.org or call (916) 445-6645.  


