
♦ Units of Study Prepared
Collaboratively by Teachers and

Interpreters

♦ Carefully Aligned with Academic

Content Standards

♦ Exposes Urban Children to Park
Values

♦ Removes Geographic, Social  and
Economic Barriers to Park Programs

♦ Video Conferencing

♦ Video Streaming

♦ Extensive Digital Resources Available
to Students                         Sept. ‘03

PORTS
Parks Online Resources for Teachers and Students

Distance Learning with California State Parks

California’s state parks and its schools have worked closely together for many years to
protect our extraordinary natural and cultural resources and to educate our children. Field
trips to state parks have been a favorite educational experience for generations of
California’s school children. However, an ever-increasing percentage of students are not
afforded this traditional experience. More and more students are living in urban areas
where distance or economic and social barriers prevent them from experiencing the
values of the California State Parks. Budget issues make it difficult for schools
throughout the state to visit parks. In response to these situations, the California State
Parks has initiated the Parks Online Resources for Teachers and Students (PORTS)
program.

PORTS is a collaborative effort between
public schools and California State Parks. By
using the Digital California Project (a high
speed network connecting California’s public
schools) PORTS is able to deliver live
presentations to classrooms from parks
throughout the state. PORTS also provides
fully developed units of study that furnish
support, structure, preparation, and follow-up
for these live presentations.

PORTS allows rangers to look directly
into the eyes of children and engage them in
conversation as the students sit in their
classrooms and study science, history, language
arts and other academic content standards. This
program allows students access to park experts
regardless of their geographic location or
economic status. Never before in the history of
public education has such a diverse array of
students had such equal access to the vast and
inspiring resources of the California State Parks.
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