California’s State Seal and Ancient Civilizations
(Page 1 of 2)
The State Seal was adopted in 1849, a year before California was admitted to the Union. The State Seal uses a variety of symbols to represent California and its history. The 31 stars across the top represent each state, with California being the thirty-first in 1850. The California Grizzly Bear is the state symbol of strength and independence. 
Can you find the two Greek influences on the Seal?
Answer: Beneath the stars appears the state motto, “Eureka,” a Greek word meaning, “I have found it.” Keeping watch over the Seal is the armored figure of the mythological Goddess of Wisdom, Minerva (in Roman mythology) or Athena (in Greek mythology), as the symbol of the political birth of the state—California became a state without first being a territory, as Minerva was born an adult and not as a baby.
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Design Your Own Seal
You have seen the Great Seal of the State of California and the symbols it contains. Design a seal for yourself, your family or your class using figures from Greek or Roman mythology. Refer to the Symbols of the Gods and Goddesses handout for symbols related to the mythological figures. Which God or Goddess will you choose? What would be your motto? What other symbols of mythology will you put on your seal that characterize you? Use your imagination and creativity to design a seal that you think represents you, your family, or your class.
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