Teacher’s Notes for Hearst Castle Lesson Two PowerPoint Presentation: “The Legacy of Greek and Roman Architecture”.
	Slide One
	The following PowerPoint presentation consists of individual slides incorporating three elements: a photograph of architecture or other Greek and Roman influenced objects, a sentence to focus the student, and notes providing background information helpful to you the teacher.  We suggest some ideas for questions and answers on many of the slides and/or provide background information you might use to lead discussions.  

	Slide Two
	Q+A Why would the people of California build such a large and elaborate Capitol? (To tangibly demonstrate the hoped-for permanence and future stability of the state). After six Capital relocations in the first four years of statehood (San Jose, Vallejo, Sacramento, Vallejo, Benicia, and Sacramento), a building like this represented the arrival of stability to the new state.  It also illustrates the importance of the Classical style of architecture to American people.

	Slide Three
	The California State Capitol, built between 1860 and 1874, used a Renaissance Revival style of architecture (a “rebirth of the rebirth” of Greek and Roman architecture), to reinforce the influence of Greek and Roman concepts of law and order.  The building physically represents where our concepts for law and order come from: Ancient Greece and Rome.

	Slide Four
	The State Capitol combines classic architecture with distinctly American symbols.  On the left you will see the Greek and Roman influences in the cupola and colonnade.  Ask the students what are some of the defining features of the columns. The statuary at right illustrates the importance of symbolism in Classical state buildings as well.  The statue represents the conclusion of the Civil War where North and South, reunified at last after the horribly divisive war, were joined together again under the American eagle and shield.  Because construction began during the Civil War, the opposite side of the Capitol has the same grouping.  However, the women are holding separate Constitutions for North and South, instead of each other’s hand.

	Slide Five
	Monterey’s Colton Hall, the site of the 1849 Constitutional Convention, reflects the American association between lawmaking and Greek/Roman architecture. The building combines East Coast architectural styles with a Roman pediment and Greek Doric columns “tacked on”.  Stairs were added decades later.

	Slide Six
	What kind of columns and where’s the pediment?  How do the Doric columns differ from the Capitol columns? Stairs were added later and detract from the original pediment and column message emphasizing Greek and Roman influences. (answer: Doric and Triangular roof peak)

	Slide Seven
	As I documented the more contemporary uses of Ancient Greek and Roman architectural elements, it also became very clear that the American flag was consistently included.  From architecture, the paintings, to sculpture, one sees a consistent association with all three. See if your students pick up on the theme in other slides.

	Slide Eight
	Ask if the students could tell approximately what goes on in this building based simply on the columns in front.  This building is Monterey’s City Council Chambers.  Hopefully the light bulb starts to go on: City, County, and State government often use ancient Greek and Roman architectural references in buildings where laws are made or upheld.

	Slide Nine
	The United State Postal Service has a long history of referencing Greek and Roman architecture in its buildings.  Some of the grandest Greek and Roman style architecture in California is linked to the United States Postal Service.  Consider your own post office as an example?

Side Note: Think also the winged messenger Hermes or Mercury, who might have aspired to the well-known, though never officially USPS, maxim:   "Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, nor gloom of night stays these courageous couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds.”  This apparently was was said about 2500 years ago by the Greek historian, Herodotus. He said this adage during the war between the Greeks and Persians about 500 B.C. in reference to the Persian mounted postal couriers whom he observed and held in high esteem  

	Slide Ten
	Pacific Grove City Hall original entrance has distinctive Greek and Roman features.

	Slide Eleven
	This is a close up of the columns in the original Pacific Grove City Hall front entrance. Notice the delicate Ionic column capitols and above, find a feature called “dentil,” small square blocks in a row, like teeth. (Dens is the Latin for tooth.)

	Slide Twelve
	A newer entrance has replaced the classical Pacific Grove City Hall, yet retains the influence of the Greek and Romans.  Can you identify three Greek and Roman architectural features?

	Slide Thirteen
	Ask your students why a performing arts center might incorporate Greek and Roman references (think classical plays, dramas, comedies, etc…). 

	Slide Fourteen
	Not quite Doric, Ionic, or Corinthian… but still a good example of contemporary buildings referencing ancient architecture.  This is a close-up of the window in the performing arts center.

	Slide Fifteen
	This bank utilizes a variety of ancient architectural elements:  1. Cornice – horizontal decoration at the very top of columns or at the top of a wall. 2. Corbel – An architectural element that projects from within a wall, especially one that is stepped upward and outward to support a weight.  3. Egg and Dart – An ornamental design with an egg shape alternating with an arrowhead. 4 Dentil – a series of small rectangular blocks, like teeth, forming a molding.

	Slide Sixteen
	This is designed to illustrate just how common the architecture of the Greek and Romans is, if you just have the eyes to see it.  1. Pediment – triangular gable forming an end of a roof or the crowning feature of the front of a Greek temple.

	Slide Seventeen
	Can you identify the use of this building?

This is the city of Atascadero’s Administration Building . It has been used over the years as a private boys school, Veteran’s Hall, and county office building.

	Slide Eighteen
	Can you identify the type of capital on top the column?  Can you identify the pediment?

	Slide Nineteen
	Can you identify one of the two cornices?

	Slide Twenty
	Discuss the meaning of older buildings, their symbolism, and presence in a community’s identity and life.  Should these buildings be destroyed, replaced, or kept up/restored?  Are there buildings in your community that have been allowed to decay, or have been restored? 

The City of Atascadero’s Administration Building was damaged in the 2003 San Simeon earthquake.  Faced with losing a building designed as a centerpiece of the new Atascadero Colony in 1913 (built 1914-1918), the city rallied and found the funds needed to mount a major restoration.

Note: Sign is on fence surrounding the Atascadero Administration Building.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


