
Be a

help keep our state parks 

OUR PARKS ARE SPECIAL PLACES.  WE NEED TO
TREAT THEM IN A SPECIAL WAY... AND YOU CAN HELP!

NATURE'S RECYCLING 
SCHEDULE:

A ripe berry gets recycled 
with a gulp.

A rain puddle takes an 
hour or two.

A leaf, maybe a year.

Think of all the objects you've thrown away – 
things like popsicle sticks, candy wrappers, cans, 
and orange peels.  Some people use trash to make 
artwork... and YOU can, too.  In the space above, 
draw a "litter-creature" that could be made from 
items you throw away.

WITHOUT YOUR HELP, 
trash would pile up faster 
than nature can dispose of it.

WANT TO BECOME A LITTER-GETTER?  HERE'S HOW: 

A plastic bag = 20 - 30 years
An aluminum can = 100 - 200 years!
A glass bottle = many thousands of years!!

BUT LITTER TAKES 
LONGER 

FOR NATURE TO RE-USE IT.

But when people litter, nature has more trouble 
taking care of itself. Trash doesn't just LOOK bad 
in parks, it can BE bad for wildlife, too.

Draw or paste your 
picture here.

Look around — or look inside this folder — and you'll 
see how nature uses and re-uses its materials. 

Create a
Litter-Creature!

• Ask a ranger or other park person for a litter bag 
    and instructions.
• Collect the loose trash that you find in the park –
    soda cans, scraps of paper, cigarette butts, etc.
• Show a park person your filled litter bag... and receive 
    a sticker for helping keep our state parks clean!
• Place your sticker in the spot for it above. Try to collect 
    all six. If you do, you'll be a TRUE LITTER-GETTER! 
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•

• We eat what's left over, filter-feeding as a rule, 
One lives in wet sand; the other, in a tide pool.

• When food goes through me, I enrich the soil.
Without arms or legs, I just wriggle and coil.

With my strong feet, the digging's great!
My burrows help air circulate.

•
• My work is "boring" and it's dark,

Honeycombing under bark.

• I wait for things to die, then eat them for my sup,
Do you think my cap looks like an umbrella, opened up?          

            Study 
these clues and the picture 
above. Then write the name of 
the natural recycler beside the 
matching clue. See how many 
other recyclers you can find in 
the picture.

I like the dampness of this log; in shade is where I'll be.  
Though I look lizard-like, I'm an amphibian, you see.

•

To us, a speck of dust seems very large; 
But as decomposers, we take charge.

•
I steal an empty snail shell, then I move inside.
I'm a recycler, not a thief!  But still I'm forced to hide.         

•
Like a hawk I soar, "Turkey _ _ _ _ _ _ _" is my name.
Dressed in black and white and red, carrion's my game.

•

You'll find us crawling in a line; the earth we move and mix.
We're tiny and hard-working – and we love picnics.                  

•

Nature's Recyclers at Work... 

I eat dead wood in the heart of this tree,
If I chew on your house, you'll get rid of me.

•Don't feed me, please!  Or leave trash for me to munch, 
A fur ball with a mask, I'll grow dependent on your lunch.

•

...and in the Ocean!...on Land...

For many years, I grew strong and tall;
I'll still be a home – even after I fall.

•


