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ITEM 9

Agenda of May 18, 2006

TO:

Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency

Board of Directors

FROM:
Tim Washburn, Agency Counsel

(916) 874-8732

SUBJECT:
RESOLUTION – SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CALIFORNIA INDIAN HERITAGE CENTER WITHIN THE RICHARDS BOULEVARD REDEVELOPMENT AREA AND THE LOWER REACH OF THE AMERICAN RIVER PARKWAY

SUMMARY

The attached Resolution No. 06-053 indicates your Board’s support for establishing a California Indian Heritage Center (CIHC) within the City of Sacramento’s Richards Boulevard Redevelopment Area and the Lower Reach of the American River Parkway (Parkway).  As mandated by the State Legislature, the CIHC would honor “the diversity and history of California Indian people by preserving cultural and tribal traditions, nurturing contemporary expressions, and facilitating research and education, for California, the nation, and the world.”  The CIHC is currently being planned by the California Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks) based on the advice and recommendations provided by a task force established by the Legislature (Task Force).  The Task Force has proposed that the center be developed with facilities on both sides of the American River.  The major structure, providing office space and management, displays of the State’s California Indian collection, and facilities for a variety of public activities, would be located on the land side of the south levee of the American River in the Richards Boulevard Area.  An interpretive center and natural landscape areas would be located within portions of the Discovery Park East and Woodlake areas of the Parkway.  If properly designed and managed, this project could contribute to SAFCA’s ongoing effort to improve floodplain management in this reach of the Parkway by providing support for acquisition and restoration of the two remaining private in-holdings in the area.

DISCUSSION

The CIHC Task Force was formed under SB 2063, adopted in 2002, to select a site and design for a new California Indian cultural center (now known as the CIHC) which would celebrate the history, cultural heritage, and contemporary lifestyles of California Indians.  The CIHC Task Force looked at over 20 sites statewide and has recommended a location near the confluence of the American and Sacramento Rivers.  The emerging vision for the project is to create a major structure on the south side of the American River in the Richards Boulevard Redevelopment area.  This structure would provide office and management facilities, displays of the State’s California Indian collection, and facilities for a variety of public activities.  An interpretive center and natural landscape areas would be located across the river in the American River Parkway.  

For more than a year, staff has been working with State Parks and representatives of the Task Force to ensure that the project vision complements SAFCA’s ongoing effort to improve floodplain management in the lower reach of the Parkway.  This goal would be achieved if the project facilitates public acquisition of the two major private in-holdings remaining in this portion of the Parkway.  One of these in-holdings, the Urrutia property, supports an exhausted sand and gravel mine that could be restored to enhance fish habitat along the rivers edge and create a natural landscape for interpreting the California Indian experience in living on floodplains.  The other in-holding, the Riverdale Mobile Home Park, provides space for over two dozen mobile homes that are located at a ground elevation that would expose them to significant damage in the event of a flood in the American River Watershed large enough to produce discharges from Folsom Dam that reach the Congressionally mandated level of 160,000 cubic feet per second.  This site could be restored and redeveloped to support an elevated interpretive center.  

By promoting these new uses within the Parkway, establishment of the CIHC, as envisioned by the Task Force, would promote wise public management of the American River floodplain.  Your Board has authorized SAFCA staff to obtain grant funding, which has paid for the preparation of an Integrated Area Plan Concept for the area as well as reserving funds for future restoration of the Urrutia property.  The project is consistent with these actions and the eventual public acquisition of the Riverdale Mobile Home Park.

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

The center is expected to attract tourists from around the world as well as from within California and the California Indian community.  This may intensify public use of the adjoining portion of the Parkway as well as catalyze redevelopment of the Richards Boulevard Redevelopment Area.  It is consistent with a resolution passed by the City of Sacramento that supports locating the CIHC within City limits, and another resolution to be considered later this month by the County of Sacramento in support of locating the CIHC within the Richards Boulevard Redevelopment Area.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There is no cost associated with resolving to support the CIHC.  Some continued staff effort is expected to integrate the CIHC Task Force process with SAFCA’s flood protection needs for the area. The tourism associated with the center may have financial benefits for the region. 

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that your Board adopt Resolution No. 06-053 supporting the establishment of the California Indian Heritage Center within the Richards Boulevard Redevelopment Area and the lower reach of the American River Parkway.
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